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_ On Luss VENEREA. | 


SECTION I. 


General Obfervations on Lues Venerea. 


"WHE Lues Venerea, Syphilis, or Ve- 
-nereal Difeafe, was firft defcribed © 

_ with accuracy by the authors who. flou- 
rifhed about the end of the’ fifteenth cen- 
Moti od na) ona. B tury. 
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tury. This induced many; toy imagine. 


that it was not previoully known in Eu-- 


rope; and Columbus,,,with his followers, 
having about this period returned from 
their fit expedition tothe Wéit Indies, 
it has, in confequence thereof, been fup- 


pofed that they brought this difeafe ene 


with them, *: b 


That the venereal difeate might be niet , 


with by Columbus when he firft landed 
in Hifpaniola, I will ‘not difpute. Like 


many other difeafes, it might not be pe- 


-culiar to one fet of people, or confined to 
one hemifphere of the globe; but many. 
arguments might be adduced. to ‘fhow 


that it was well known in the old conti- 


nent; “and- that” it -prevailed- amone- the 


Jews, Greeks, and. Romans, and their de- - 
icendants, lone before the’ difcovery of — 
America. This would. lead, however, to 

a great length of difcuffion; and being - 


moré ‘matter of curiofity. thin: of’ ‘real 


utility, Dfhall not enter panihds degiees it at 


_ peeleneiiw erodjae sds yd vosrtyao: iv 
‘Various: Agi alli ote have beens sdiviend by 
Nofologitts of Lues Venerea, but thetymnp~ 


toms... 


¥ 


f 
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toms of the, difeafe are fo numerous; and 
the, appearances which it aff umes are fa, 
complicated, that no definition fufficient=, 
“dy comprehenfive and accurate, can be. 
given of it. In fome inftances it appears 
ina particular {pot only, and continues 
Apparently local. for a great length. of, 
time ; while jn.a ereat proportion of cafes. 
oat fon contaminates. the whole fyftem, 
producing a greater, variety of fymptoms 
than perhaps ¢ any other difeafe with wel 
we are acquainted. gon 

) Different. opinions have prevailed on 
the manner in: which ues: Venerea may, 
be communicated, but it. is now. certain; 
that it can be produced in no other way. 
than by the dired application of, the mat- 
ter of contagion to the furface of the 
body ; or by palling, as other Aereditary 
difeafes do,. ‘from parents to their children, 
The virus cannot be carried, as was once 
imagined, from one perfon to another by 
the atmofphere, but it may be applied in 
various Ways ate) 148; to communicate. the 
difisate. ; 


BY. Act baat ayoe 
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1. "na great proportion of cafes the 
difeafe is given by one perfon to ano- 
ther in coition. The venereal -matter 
refting upon one or more points, excites 
{mall inflammatory pimples termed Chan- 
cres, from which it is carried. by the ab- 
forbents into the fyftem, for the moft part 
producing, in its way, obftruétion -and 
fwelling in the contiguous ‘lymphatic - 
glands ; ; and thus forming buboes in pos 
groins. 


2. It is frequently given by a difeafed 
child to a nurfe, in which cafe the nipples 
firft become fore, andthe matter, as it - 

3 pafles into the circulation, excites {well- 
ings in 1 the ee of the axilla. ; 


3 re phecale nurfe can faareely give 
fuck without communicating the difeafe — 
to the child., ‘When this happens from. 
venereal fores on the nipples, fores of: a! 
fimilar nature form on the lips of the 
child, and the matter from thence is ta~’ 
ken up by the abforbents. But a child 

, i ae may 
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may alfo be infected merely by fucking 2 
the milk of adifeafed woman. In this 
cafe, the difeafe does not always appear 
at firft about the mouth of the child: It 
proceeds more readily to contaminate the 
fyftem than to produce any local effects. 
Many indeed allege, that the difeafe can-. 
not be communicated in this manner, and : 
are of opinion that a child cannot be in- | 
fected. merely by the milk of a nurfe; I 
am convinced, however, from a variety 
of fads, that the opinion I have adopted 
is well founded ; but we fhall have oc- 
cafion to confider it more particularly : 
hereafter. . : oe 


or ‘The foetus may alfo be infected as it 
pafles from the uterus by the matter of 
venereal fores in the pudendum. of the 
mother. Of this I have met with, many 
_inftances.. In fuch cafes, ohe or more 
fores firft appear in particular parts, from 
whence the matter is carried by the ab- 
forbents intothe fyftem. | 
in Te BBs oiein herkigesd 


8 


6 oe ‘General Obfervations Ch. IV. 


i i have known different: inftances of 
the difeafe being given to midwives in 
delivering “women ~with venereal fores 
above he cele ai sods Txt 


6. In verve hay qmanner ‘the matter of - 


Lues Venerea is applied to a wound, or 


to an’ inflamed or: ‘ulcerated furface, the 
difeafe will, ina great proportion of cafes, 
be produced. Surgeons, im drefling> ve- 
nereal fores,’ are fometimes -infeéted in 
this way3 ; and the difeafe has been com- 
municated by performing the operation 


of bloodletting with a lancet that had 


) PIETIGUn epned 3 a buhe, : 


OS Although we find in mott i ces: 


of this difeate, either that the matter has 
been dire@ly. applied to a wound or an 
-uleer, or'that by its own acrimony it had 
induced both inflammation and. fuppura- 
tion before abforption took place, yet 


cafes fometimes occur in which this is 
not difcovered, and where the matter as _ 


abforbed while both the cutis and cuticle 
remain entire. This will moft readily 


happen. 
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happen where the. cuticle is thin, as is the. 
cafe in the glans penis and lips... Hence 
the fyftem has, in different inflances, been. 
. infected by matter left upon. the lips. in, 
kiffing; and) im drinking out, of. a cup 


| recently ufed by an infected perfon, anh 


in fome, of thefe without any ulceration. 
ae induced. miei se | 
.This mode of receiving venereal infec. 
tiom is not frequent, but as in various in~ 
ftances if haye met. with it, while the pof- 
fibility ; of its exiftence is denied by many,, 
-Lthoughe it right to mention it, in order 
to prevent thofe miftakes, and that mif= _ 
chief in pra@tice which might arife from 
the prevalence of fuch an opinion. | 
So readily does the venereal poifon en- 
ter the fyftem, that it can fearcely, be 
applied to any part. of the furface of 
the body | but with much. hazard. For. 
the reafons that lL have mentioned, abforp- 
tion will occur with- more certainty in) 
fome parts than in others; but 1 know, 
from. various facts, that fearcely any part 
of the fkin is too thick to prevent it, par- 
a ei Beulah 
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| ticularly if the parts have ‘been vendeedd 
tender or irritable, either by inflamma- 
tion or any other caufe.’ Nay it fome- 
‘times happens where nothing of this kind 
4s perceived. In two inftances buboes 
occurred in the axilla, and the patients 
were poxed. by the matter of. venereal 
fores being applied to the fingers where 
the (kin was found; ‘and in another, the - 
difeafe was communicated by the patient’s 
wearing the fame breeches which he had 
ufed about three months before, when 
labouring under extenfive venereal fores 
of the penis and {crotum, but of which he - 
had been entirely cured. He knew that “ 
fome of the matter had occafionally drop- 
ped upon the breeches, but this did not 
occur to him till the difeafe appeared 
about the time I have “mentioned, in the 
form of a large ulcer on the upper part 
of the penis, and without even the pofli- 
bility of his having received ci infection 
- in any other manner. 

It is fomewhat remarkable that the ve- 
nereal virus. fhould fo readily _ enter the 


ty fem 
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fyftem when. applied: to. “any part. of the 
furface of the body, when, we, find, from 
a variety of facts, that the abforbents of 
the ftomach and inteftines,do not receive 
its The matter of venereal fores when. . 
mixed with water ufed for wathing them, 
has, in various inftances, been fwallowed 
by miftake; but we have no inftance of | 

pox being produced by itwils Fo ott : 

In whatever way the matter of Syphilis 
is applied to the abforbents, when it has 
once entered’ the fyftem the effects which 
refult from it are. nearly the fame ; but ati 
_ prefent, I mean, in a great meafure, to 
‘confine the defeription of the difeafe . to 
its rife and progrefs in the moft ordinary 

form of it, where the infection is com-,~ 
-municated by one perfon to another in. 
the act of coition. | , 

The plan which I mean to sath is, in 
the firft place, to give an account of the 
different fymptoms of Lues Venerea in the 
order in which they commonly appear ; > 
and as our being able to afcertain the ap- 


peapince of every fymptom with preci 
is 
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ig an objedt of the firft1 importance, I fhali 
sive a defcription of each under a diftina 
head, and at the fame time fhall point out 
fach circumftances as moft clearly ferve © 
ai diftinguith it from other affections to 

which it bears a refemblance. - $5 


2. I thall eee ‘ee fens sueivulidic On 
the nature of the venereal poifon. 


“3, An account of the different remedies 
ufed in Lues Venerea, particularly of mer- 
Se and its ante dees o 


PAT ah fhall treat of the employment ‘08 : 
thefe remedies in the different fymptoms 3 
of a difeafe. Be ah Wet 


at of es Venerea, as it ad oe in 
new-born infants. | 


6. Of fome peculiarities of form under 
which this difeafe has selon in See 
land and i in wametars | 


Seal. om Lues Venere £1 


‘7. Imean next to treat of prophyladtics i 
or the means'of preventing infection. ©. 


-°8. To confider how far Lues Venerea is 
ever productive of other difeafes; and, — 
(9. Ini an appendixoto give. formule of 
the medicines enumerated 1 in the aah 


| ean of apple works 


SECTION (II. 
: of the Symptoms of stink Venerea. 
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SHE. ee difeate appears, as i 
have: already obferved, in a great 
variety of forms. For the moft part 
it occurs locally at firtt upon fome part 
of the furface of the body, hii up- 


on. 
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_ on the’ genitals, from whence it vinsage} } 
and .commonly with fome regularity,’ to 
affect every part of the fyftem. In others, 

the firft. fymptoms which take place. in- 
dicates an affe@tion of the ‘conftitution, 

and the difeafe inftead of appearing upon : 

the fiirface of the body, affects etiser. the | 

- throat, bones, or tendons. 

When Lues Venerea is not iapchropted 
in its progrefs by the ufe of mercury or 
other remedies, the following is the order 
in which the fymptoms commonly ap- 
pear: In a great proportion of cafes chan- 
cre is the firft fymptom; to this fucceed 
buboes ; ulcers and inflammation in the 
_ throat ; ulcers in the mouth, and nofe ; 
eruptions, or blotches, on the furface of 
the body ; ulcers in different parts ; nodes, 
and fwellings in the 'periofteum, bones, 


and tendons; excrefcences about: the anus 3. , i: 
fwellings : of the teftes; lofs of hair from ~ 


all parts of the body ; blindnefs ; lofs of 
hearing, and other anomalous fymptoms. 
In this ‘order I fhall proceed to treat of — 
ae : 

4 26 
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§ 2. 

OF , Chancres. eis: 

THE fir effeet that ‘als beGulas fogs é 
the application of Syhpilitic matter to the © 
furface of the body, is a flight degree of 
inflammation. ~ The part becomes itchy, 
- red; and in fome. degree painful ;. and’na- 
‘ture endeavouring to wath away the-ixri- 
tating caufe,a quantity of ferum is'thrown 


out under the cuticle,, in the form ofa: 


fmall boil or pimple. This foon burfts; 
and leaves.a fore of a correfponding fize, 
foul:and floughy at the bottom, with hard 
retorted edges, and which, from the cor~ 
~ roding appearance which it affumes, has 
by the French been denominated Chaneras 
a term which we have alfo adopted... 
Chancres do not appear at any certain: : 
period after. the. application of ,the -virus., 
I have known them form in -lefs: than. 
twenty-four hours, while. in) others fix 
: ~ weeks 
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weeks have elapfed. Three or four days 
is the moft frequent period. 

The patient at firft feels a fenfe of titu- 3 
lation over all the glans, and this is often 
productive of a frequent defire to void 
urine. On examining the parts fome de- 
gree of tenderefs is often perceived over 
: the whole, but the chancre itfelf is feldom 
at firft larger than a-millet feed, or the 
head of a middle fized pin. 

The caufe of chancres appearing at fiuch 
different periods after the matter of in- 
- feGion has been communicated, is not al- 
ways obvious; but we may fuppofe it to 
depend in fome degree upon the acrimony — 
of the matter, and this again may proceed 
from the matter being more or lefs dilu- 
ted with ferum, qucus, or pus. It may 
alfo in fome ‘méafure depend: upon the 


flate of the parts to which the matter ig < 


applied. As thefé are more or lef irris 
table, inflammation will more or lef rea- 
dily take place from the application of 
the virus; and where the parts to which 


it 1s applied cannot be irritated, and where 
“i ‘inflammation ae 


CW ae 
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inflammation. is, not.therefore produced, 
nd;chaneres-will,enfue, > fe ss | 
Chancres appear occafionally. over all 
the external parts of generation, tndt in 
fome, jnftances; even on’ the contiguous. 
parts. I have known them form over the 
whole ferotum); on all. parts of the penis; 
and even on the lower region of the abdo- 
men, immediately above the pubes. They 
may indeed form on all the foft parts. of 
the body,» but they are, moft frequently 
feated on the glans penis, and on the pre- 
putium, near to its connection with the 
glans ; the former being covered with cu- 
title only,,and the latter being a thin pro- 
duction of the cutis vera, both are eafily 
made to inflame. We. alfo remark.that 
chanerés, are. frequent. about the frenum 
penis, from the doublings of the. {kin be- 
ing here particularly: apt. to retaim the > 
matter. by which they -are produced. In 
-fome inftatices they .forin on, the, very, 
point of: the’ glans, and even altogether 
within the verge-of: the urethra. Here, 
as well as when near to the frenum, they 
RE es 
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prove always more troublefome, “and more 
dificult of cure, than i in oes sg He the 
| penis. | : pedo LE 

In fome oatee there is ite one chaneré, 
but for the moft part we meet with two, 
three, or even more; nay, in fome inftances, 
they cover almoft the whole prepuce. In 
this cafe, when they run into one another, 
none of them are diftinét, and the whole, — 
when thus coiineéted, give the appearance 
of a foul ulcer with hard edges, an une 
qual furfaee, and difcharging a Ae ill- 
conditioned matter. 

The colour, quantity, and’ caduiciause 


4 


of the matter of chancres is exceedingly oe 


variable.’ It is ufually of a dirty greem. 
colour, and often tinged with red, the 
confiftence thin, and the quantity large in 
proportion to the fize of the fores. . This 
daft circumftance may be owing to thé 
| contiguous parts being apt to inflame, and 
although not ulcerated, to afford matter 
which we cannot eafily difcriminate from 


the — of the chancres. 96) Ga)7 
: Ia 
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_ Ima great proportion of cafes the: ap- 
pearances of chancre are fo nearly the 
fame, that no perfon of experience can re- 
main in doubt concerning them ; but, as 
they fometimes vary in fize, form, and 
other circumftances, fome difcernment is 
occafionally required to diftinguifh be- 
tween them and fores of a different kind. 
The diagnofis of chancres is indeed a point 
of much importance in practice. We are 
apt to conclude that every fore upon thé — 
genitals is venereal, a circumftance from 
which many have been fubjected to much. 
inconvenience and diftrefs. Mercury is 
commonly prefcribed, but where the cafe 
is not venereal no advantage is derived . 
from it; and the patient, after a tedious 
and painful confinement. finds the fores in 
no better flate than ag firft. In all fuch | 
affections we fhould recolle@, that the pe- 
nis and contiguous parts are liable to ex- 
coriations, pimples, and cther eruptive 
complaints, equally with the reft of the 
body ; nor fhould we too rafhly fuppofe, 
as is frequently done, that all fich ap- 
Vou. II. ey - -pearances 
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pearances are venereal. We cannot often, : 
indeed, remain long in doubt upon this — 
i point, for chancres are, in moft inftances, 
as I have already obferved, very diftind- 
ly marked; but where they appear in- a, . 
doubtful form, and efpecially if the pa- 
tient has been liable to eruptions fimilar — 
in appearance, and where no venereal taint - 
conld be fufpected, fome time fhould be 
allowed to pafs before any decifive opi- | 
nion is given. Sores in this fituation that 
are not venereal ufually heal in the courfe 
of a fhort time, merely by being kept 
clean, while thofe that are venereal gra-_ 
dually become worfe, if mercury be not 
employed, or if they are not drefied with — 
efcharrotics or aftringents. Im all fuch 
circumftances no remedy fhould be given 
that can either promote or retard the 
cure of the fores, till we are enabled by — 
farther obfervation to afcertain of what 
nature they really are. ae 

- We are moft apt to doubt of the nature: 
of thefe fores, when, inftead of being {mall 
and circumfcribed, they fpread and occu- 


De 
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py more {pace than chancres ufually do. 
A real chancre is feldom fo large at firft 
as the bafe of a fplit- -pea; the. edges at 
the fore are elevated, fomewhat hard, and 
‘painful ; but. although this is very com= 
monly: the cafe, yet, im a few inftances, 
it is fo much otherwife, that inftead of a 
fall circum{cribed fore, we meet with a _ 
flight fuperficial ulceration, not attended 
either with pain or oopdneis and which, 
by the confequences that enfue, we find 
to be venereal. In all fuch cafes certain~ 
ty will be obtained from time and obfer- 
vation, and i in no other manner. Nor can. 
any harm enfue from a fhort delay ; 3 for 
while this will commonly determine the 
queftion, the fame coutfe of treatment will. 
afterwards prove effectual which would 
have done fo at firft; and in this manner - 
fores may often be cured in the courfe of 
a few days, in which, if a courfe of mer- 
cury had once been entered: ‘upon, con= 
finement for feveral weeks would have 


been Havers neceflary. | 3 
ea Swe Wa Befides 
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Befides the varieties of chancre which 
I have mentioned, there is another, which 
it is proper to notice. Inftead of appear- 
ing in the form of fmall circumferibed — 
pimples, or fuperficial fores, fuch as I have’ 
defcribed, they become fuddenly elevated 
into extenfive vefications. In thefe, a thin, 
clear lymph 1s fometimes contained ; but — 
more frequently the lymph is tinged with | 
blood. The livid appearance with which 
this is accompanied gives at firlt caufe to 
fufpe&t that mortification may enfue, and 
accordingly chancres of this defcription - 
have ufually been judged to be of amore 
dangerous nature than others. I have not 
- found, however, that. this is the cafe. 
“Their colour feems to depend entirely on 
the quantity of blood mixed with the fe- 
rum which they contain; and on their 
contents: being difcharged, and the cuticle 
removed, the parts beneath have the ap- 
pearance of a clean, excoriated furface, 
without being affected in any other man- 
ner. | : aes 
~ When. 
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When chancres are properly ‘treated 
from the firft, they commonly affume a 
healing appearance in the courfe of a few | 
days; but in fome inftances, owing to ne- 
gle&, in others to fome peculiarity of con- 
{titution, and perhaps occafionally to the 

| matter of infeG@ion having been particu- 
larly virulent, inftead of becoming clean, 
and of a red, healthy complexion, and 
which they always do before a cure takes 
place, they become daily more foul, and at © 
the fame time more extenfive, and if their 
progrefs be not ftopped by a judicious ex- 

- ternal treatment, combined with a proper 
courfe of mercury, they proceed to form | 
fores of a very confiderable magnitude. 
The danger from thefe, when feated in 
the preputium, is inconfiderable ; but in 
the glans, this variety of ehasiie | is apt 
to go to fuch a depth as to prove very 
alarming. The danger is fometimes great 
from the hemorrhages with which they 
joie accompanied, and we are oftenaftonifh- 
ed at the rapid progrefs of the fores. In 
fome inftances they extend fo quickly as 
G3 «to 
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to. deftroy a creat part of the peniss in the 
-courfe of a few days. tren 
This quick progres, which iiecaree in 
fome inftances make, is, for the moft part, 
fuppofed to depend upon fome peculiarity 
in the conftitution of the patient ; for, in 
general, chancres remain circumfcribed, 
and nearly ftationary, for a great part of 
their duration. But I have reafon’ to 
think, that in fome inftances it proceeds ~ 
from the nature of the matter by which 
they are produced: I conclude that it 
is fo from chancres of this defcription — 
being much more frequent at particu- 
lar times than at others, and from ob- 
ferving them at the fame time in dif- 
ferent people receiving the infection from 
the fame woman. About two years ago, 
I met with more inftances of this phaga- 
denic chancre in the fpace of three or 
four months than I had feen for feveral — 
years before, and in four of them the in- 
feGion was traced to the fame woman; — 
The chancres in all of - them appeared. 
: eanly: and made fuch vapid progrefs that 
| very 
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very troublefome hemorrhages occurred 
from them in the fpace of three or four 
days from their firft appearance; and in 
a {mall town to which I was lately called — 
for an alarming hemorrhagy, produced _ 
by achancre, the furgeon in attendance 
informed ‘me, that in the {pace of a few 
weeks he had met with three inftances 
of the fame nature, and in which the 
infe@ion was alfo traced to the fame 
woman. ; 


~ Chancres of every kind, and in all their 


ftages, are liable to inflame when rough- 
_ ly treated, particularly. when the parts are 
much fretted by walking, or riding on 
‘horfeback. This fhould be attentively 
- guarded againft; for inflammation not 
only promotes the abforption of the ve- 
nereal virus, as I fhall more particularly 
hereafter have occafion to mention, but 
when it affects the preputium, phymo- 
aes is commonly the confequence, and it 
proves always an untoward occurrence, © 
as it prevents free accefs to the fores be- 

‘ | igs < neath, 
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neath, a point of the firft importance in 
the tr eatment of chancre. 

In women, chancres have precifely the 
fame appearance as inmen. We chiefly 
meet with them upon the internal parts of 
the labia pudendi, on the nymphz, clite- 
ris, and entrance of the vagina and ure- 
thra, but feldom or never altogether with- _ 
in either of thefe paflages. They are 
moft frequent about the under parts of | 
the labia, owing perhaps to the matter by 
which they are produced being moft apt’ 
to reft here, and from the fame caufe they vy 
often form upon the perineum, néar to the 
anus. In thts fimation they always .ex- 
cite a great deal of pain, and are mote apt 
to terminate in deep extenfive Beene 
than in parts not fo liable to be injured ; 
for here they are fretted by every motion — 
of the limbs, nor can the patient be feated 
without prefling upon them, | 

Whether in men or women, chancres 
on parts covered with firm {kin -have a 
yery different appearance from thofe that 
form mpon parts more thinly protected. 

- Inftead 


Inftead of fmall circumfcribed’ pimples, 
-fach as I have defcribed, the fkin appears 
red and tender for a day or two, and 
without being previoufly elevated into 
{mall veficles ulcerations break out at 
once. A fcetid vifcid matter oozes out, 
which, on being removed, leaves the bot- 
tom of the fores of a foul appearance, and 
their edges inflamed and ragged 5 and 
however entirely this matter: may be wip- 
ed off, it is foon renewed, and in the 
{pace of afew hours forms into a thick 
firm cruft, which either remains till it 1s 
torn off, or till it is completely feparated 
from the contiguous parts by the forma- 
tion of new matter beneath. This kind 
of fore is moft. frequent in parts covered 
with hair ; particularly about the root of 
- the penis in men, and above the pubes, 
and on the perineum in. women, 


§ 3. 
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233: 
Of Buboes. 


A venereal bubo is a painful fwelling of 

a lymphatic gland, produced by abforp- 
tiort of the venereal virus. The whole 
furface of the body having abforbents 
fpread upon it, no contagious matter can 
0 applied to any part of it but with the 
rifk of injuring the conftitution. In Lues: 
Venerea the fyftem is fometimes infected 
by the matter being carried directly into” 
the blood, but for the moft part a {welling 
previoufly takes place in one or more: of 
the lymphatic glands lying between the 
part to which the matter is firft ep Uhh 
and the heart. , 
Thefe glands being eciee by convo- 
lutions of the lymphatic veffels, are apt to 
be obftruéted by any irritating matter 
which enters them. Hence a venereal 
bubo i is a bits frequent fymptom of the 
1 difeales 
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difeafe; and, as it is alfo one of thofe 
which gives the ereateft diftrefs and per- 
- plexity both to patients and practitioners, 
I thall treat of it with more minutenefs . 
than otherwife I fhould have done. 

The points of moft importance in the 
hiftory of buboes, and which we fhould 
therefore be particularly anxious to afcer- 
tain, are, the flate of parts moft fayour- 
able to their production ; their moft fre-. 
quent | fituation; the appearances which 
they aflume.at: different periods of their 


duration, and the means of diftinguifh- 


ing them from other frolings which cae: 
refemble. | 
LT have already obferved, that the vene- 
real, virus may be abforbed where the fkin 
- is found and entire: Hence Lues Venerea 
_may take place where no external mark 
can be difcovered upon t the part to which 
the matter of infection was applied. It 
muit be admitted that this is not a com- 
mon occurrence ; but I have met with it 
in fuch a number of well-marked inftan- 
Ges, that I have no more doubt of the fac 
| than 
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than of any other that falls daily and 
clearly within our obfervation. It shas 
-alfo happened in a great ‘proportion of 
thefe, that a bubo was one of the firft 
fymptoms of the difeafe: I have now a 
great number of cafes recorded of bubo > 
taking place where not a’ veitige could 
be traced either of previous Gonorrhea, 
chancre, or excoriation. 

As the firft cafes of this which picid 
to me gave rife to a good deal of. difficul- — 
ty, by the uncertain and undecifive prac- 
tice with which they were attended, I. 
think it right in this manner to make it 
known. At that time it was an eftablith- 
ed opinion, as it ftill is with many, that 
buboes cannot take place without fome 
previous ulceration or formation of matter 
in the contiguous parts. In the cafes to 
which I allude the cure was therefore pro- 
tracted to a great length ; for till the na- 
ture of the difeafe became more obvious, 
and which fometimes did not happen till 
other fymptoms appeared, the ufe of mer- 
ees from which alone relief could be 

: obtained, 
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obtained, was commonly poftponed. The : 
fwelling was either fuppofed to proceed 
from a ftrain in walking or riding, or te 
originate from fcrophula, by which a good 
: deal of time was loft to no kind of pur- | 
Poe IE MS ER 13) | 
In a former part of this work we have 
feen that fwellings take place in the glands 
of the groin from inflammation produced: 
by Gonorrhea: Thele have, with fuffi- 
cient propriety, been termed Sympathetic 
‘Buboes, and they are by no means uncom= — 
--mon3; but the real idiopathic bubo, pro- 
ceeding from abforption of fyphilitic mat- 
ter, is, in a great proportion of cafes, 
preceded by fome obvious local mark of 
‘the virus in the contiguous parts; moft 
frequently by chancre. The matter pafles 
fo evidently from the chancre along the 
_. lymphatics to the contiguous glands, that 
one or more of thefe veffels are often | 
found hard and in a ftate of enlargement, 
‘m their courfe from the fores to the 
glands. © This, in fome inflances, may 
happen from inflammation excited by the — 
3 i Virus ; 
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virus; in others, it may be altogether 
the effect of obftruction to the paflage of 
the lymph. In fome cafes the lymphatics 
in this ftate of enlargement become totally 
unfit for the purpofes of abforption; ab- 
{cefles form in them; and on thefe burft- 
ing, they are seinem by troublefome 
fores. | . 
‘Chancres, in all their ftages,and in every 
period of their duration, will occafionally 
produce buboes ; but it is worthy of re- 
mark, that buboes feldom occur but with 
previous marks of inflammation: Hence . 
they are moft’ frequent in the incipient 
{tate of chancres, while the inflammation — 
by which they were produced ftill pre- 
vails. Indeed more buboes take place du- 
ring the firft eight or ten days from the 
appearance of chancre than in any other 
period of twice that extent in the whole 
_courfe of the difeafe. When the original 
inflammatory ftate of chancre is over, and — 
the parts are merely ulcerated without 
being painful, they will continue in this 


fituation for a great length of time; nor 
| will 
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will, any tendency to heboes be per- 
fy till inflammation is by fome caufe 
or other induced upon them: Hence 
we find buboes frequently appear foon 
after cauftic has been applied to chancres, 
- and not uncommonly after the parts have 
‘been dreffed with precipitate or any irri- 
tating ointment. The pain which thele oc- 
cafion, tends, in the firft place, to create 
fome degree of inflammation, to which bu- 
 boes very frequently fucceed. — | 
It isnot however the higher degrees 
of inflammation which prove moft fa-— 
vourable to the production of buboes. 
‘When inflammation fuddenly takes place 
to a great height, and fpreads along the 
lymphatics leading from chancres, the fy- - 
ftem is not apt to be infected. Thefe vei- 
{els appear to be deprived by a great de- 
gree of inflammation, of the power of ab- 
: forption ; probably by their being render- 
ed impervious ; but it is equally certain, 
as 1 have already obferved, that every 
flight degree of inflammation, as well.as 
WHATS tends to ftimulate the extremi- 
ties 
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ties of abforbents, excites them more or 
lefs to adtion, and thereby tends to in- 
creafe their power of abforption. Of this 
we have daily proofs in the practice of 
innoculating for the fmall pox, where we 
Gnd that infection very rarely takes place, 
perhaps not once in a thoufand inftances, 
if the wound at which the matter of infec- 
tion was introduced i is not excited to in- 
flame: Hence the more irritation that to 
a certain degree we excite in the a@ of 
innoculation, the more certainly 1 is the dif- 
eafe communicated. | 
I may here advert to another inftance 
of the effect produced by the irritation of 
lymphatics in promoting abforption. In 
che application of unctuous fubftances to 
the furface of the body, particularly in 
the ufe of mercurial ‘ointment, the power 
of friiion is univerfally admitted; and 
we cannot fuppofe that it acts in any other 
~ manner than by ftimulating the abforbents 
of the parts. Some indeed have aflerted, 
that no advantage is derived from friction, 
ang that the abforbents would a& with 
equal 
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equal influence although the ointment was 
merely applied to them ; but this is fo di- 
rely contrary to the obfervation of all 
who have attended to the effects of friction 
in fuch cafes, that no farther notice need. 
be taken of it *. ty eae 
It has been remarked that old venereal 
ulcers do not produce buboes, and this 
has given rife to an opinion that the mat- 
. ter of thefe fores is not really venereal ; 
that is, that it would not contaminate the 
fyftem were it carried into the blood by 
the abforbents. Mr Hunter was, I believe, 
the firft who advanced this opinion, and 
I do not know that it has yet been pub- 
licly controverted 3; but fo far as my ob- 
fervation goes, I can decidedly fay that it 
is not well founded. I admit that buboes, 
or fwellings of the lymphatic glands, do 
not often proceed from venereal fores of 
long duration, particularly from fuch as 
ote ll. D arife 
* That Mr Hunter fhould ‘have been of this opinion, 
is not eafily accounted for. Vide Treatife on the 
-Venereal Difeafe by John Hunter. 
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arife from infection of the fyftem ; but al- 
though they are not frequent, yet in va- 
rious inftances I have met with them. I 
have feen them in the neck, from ulcers 
‘in the throat ; in the groin, from fores on — 
the toes and feet ; and in the axilla, from 
ulcers on the. fingers and hands: and the 
caufe of their not being more frequent 
may be eafily explained. I have juft had 
occafion to remark, that abforption of the 
matter of Lues Venerea does not readily 
happen if the parts to which it is applied : 
do not inflame. . Now we know that it is 
one of the moft charaéteriftic circumftan- 
ces of old venereal fores, their being fel- 
dom accompanied with inflammation. This 
is. particularly the cafe in ulcers of the 
throat, where inflammation does not often 
take place to any diftrefsful height. Swel- 
lings of the glands in. the neck very fel- 
dom happen therefore from this caufe, but 
ftill they are occafionally met with; and 
I believe that they happen as frequently 
here, in proportion to the frequency of 
the true venereal inflammation which takes 


place 
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place in thefe fores, as in any other part 
of the body. They occur more fréquent- 
Ty in the groin and arm-pit, from ulcers 
on the extremities, than they do in the 
neck from ulcérs in the throat; but this 
happens obvioufly from ulcérs of thefe 
parts being more apt to inflame than’ ve~ 
nereal ulcers in the throat; and it ferveés 
as a farther proof of the effed of inflam- 
mation in mcreafing the abforbent powers 
of the Iymphatics. | | 
’ In a former work I have flew: the 
propriety of diftinguifhing venereal ul- 
- cers into two kinds *. Chancres I would 
_denominate primary ulcers, being the root 
or fource of all farther infection, while all 
—thofe may be’ denominated fymptomatic 
which arife from the fyphilitic virus hae 
ving entered the fyftem. That chaneres 
fhould be more of an inflammatory na- 
ture than fymptomatic ulcers, and there- 
fore that the matter produced by them 
bpsisii: be more apt to ftimulate the ab- 
D2 forbents 


ger a Trestife on the Theory and Management 
of Ulcers, | 
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.  forbents is not furprifing ; for we can 


readily fuppofe that the matter of thefe 
old ulcers muft be rendered mild by be- 
ing diluted. - Even the matter of chancres 
becomes lefs virulent when the difeafe has 
been of long duration; and the difcharge 
of an ulcerated bubo, although the bubo 
- Gtfelf was produced by a chancre, is evi- 
dently of a milder nature than the mat- 
ter of chancres ; for we feldom or never 
fee new buboes arife in the glands lying © 
contiguous to an old bubo in a fate of | 
uiceration: But there is furely no reafon 
from this to imagine that the matter of 
thefe fores is not venereal. i believe it 
to depend upon the caufe that I have men- 
- gioned. The matter of a fore in this fitu- 
ation rouft be continually diluted by the 
lymph which iS at all times pafling Ce 
- the gland. This may render it fo mild 
that it will not be capable of ftimulating 
the contiguous glands, fo as-to obfiruct 
the lymph im its courfe. It will rather 
_ pais eafily along with the lymph into the 
: general mais of blood; nor will it produce 

| eo any 
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any immediate or obtiotis efleds, even 
when it has entered the fyftem 5 for when 
thus diluted by all the blood in the body, 

-fome quantity muft be required ‘to accu- , 
' mulate before any irritation will enfue ; 
and till fome degree of irritation is ex- 
cited no evident effect will take place. It 
muft either exiftin fach a flate of acri- 
mony, or in fuch quantity as to be ca- 
pable of exciting irritation in fome part of 
the folids, otherwife no’ mark of difeafe 
will occur from it: Hence may be ac- 
counted for all thofe inftances of Lues Ve- 
nerea breaking out at very diftant periods” 
after infeGtion being communicated, and 
of the difference which in this refpeat we 
meet with in different patients ; ; the dif- 
eafe in fome breaking out in the courfe of 
two or three weeks from the time of in- 
fection, while in others it does not appear 
fora great many months. Nay there is 
-yeafon to think that in fome it has not 
appeared till feveral years have elapfed, 
and of which I could adduce | fach i 
as” feem to render it certain, 


D 3 That 
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. That the matter of old venereal fores 
is capable of communicating infection 
few I believe will donbt, Many decifive 
proofs might indeed be given of it, but I 
fhall only mention the following. . When 
the matter of a chancre excites fwelling 


in the contiguous glands we have few in- — 


ftances during the continuance of the ca 
mour, of the virus pafling 1 into the fyftem. 
The glands will remain enlarged for a 
confiderable timé without any mark of © 
the fyftem being injured, probably. from 
the matter of infection being thus ftopped 
in its progrefs : but-when buboes become. 
ulcerated, if mercury be not employed, 
the difeate, for the moft part, foon breaks 
out in the throat and other parts of the © 
body from the matter of thefe fecondary or 
fymptomatic fores having entered the.cir- 
culation. In fome inftances, as t haye men- 
tioned. ahove, a confiderable time elapfes 
before the. conftitution is injured by the 
matter of thefe foxes, but it ‘icarcely ever 
fails of Aewing. ittelf at laff, and not unfr e- 

ournely | 
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quently in the courfe of a fhort time from 
the ulceration of the bubo taking place. — 

‘When to this we add, that fores of this 
defcription are cured in the fame manner 
with every other fymptom of the venereal 
difeafe; that they daily increafe in depth | 
and extent till mercury is employed 5 and 
that they commonly put ona healing ap-— 
pearance in the courfe of a fhort time af- 
ter this medicine has been ufed, no doubt 
can remain of their being venereal. Every 
pra@itioner. knows that in the treatment 
of venereal ulcets, fores fometimes remain 
after every attempt that can be made to 
cure them, and long after the virus of the 
difeafe is removed by mercury. This, as 
I thall hereafter have occafion to mention, — 
may happen from various caufes; but it 
is not this ftate of thefe ulcers which we 
have now been confidering: It is the real. 
venereal ulcer of which we are now {peak-. 


ing, where thé nature of it has not been _. 


changed, nor the virus of the difeafe re- 
aii by the ufe of mercury. rat 
D4 eo Sooenérenk" 


% 
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-Venereal buboes are moft frequently | 
feated inthe groin. This neceflarily hap- 
pens from the manner in which Lues Ve- 
nerea is ufually communicated; for it is 
the lymphatic glands moft contiguous to — 


the parts firft infected that moft common- — 


ly fwell. Few inflances indeed occur of 
the virus pafling through thefe and fixing 
upon others: Hence buboes arifing from 


ulcers of the lips and gums are feated un-" 


der the tongue, and beneath the lower jaw: 
from ulcers in the throat, the glands of 


the neck become affected ; from fores on 


the fingers and hands, the glands {well 
about the wrift, elbow, and in the axilla ; 
and the glands about the knee, and on 
the upper part of the thigh, are moft apt 
to fwell from fores of the toes and feet. 
In each groin, and fomewhat higher 


than-the root of the penis, there is a cluf-_ 


ter or ftring of lymphatic: glands, chiefly ~ 
formed by the lymphatic veflels of the 
penis and contiguous parts. It isthe moft 
contiguous of thefe glands to the penis 
that are ne aCe obftruced by the 

“Matter 
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matter of chancres.. It is proper, how- 
ever, to remark, that buboes fometimes 
appear from the fame caufein a ftrmg of © 
glands that are more than: an’ inch lower 

than thefe, owing to the lymphatic veffels 

of the penis pafling in fome inftances out. 
of their wfual,courfe and ftretching down 

to thefe glands. From want of attention 
to this ftructure of parts, buboes in this — 
fet of glands: have'commonly been fuppof- 

ed to proceed from the fyftem being in- 
fected, unlefs where they could: be obvi- 
oufly traced: toan ‘ulcerin the foot or 
leg; but:weomay here obferve once for 
all, that: bubocs never occur from a gene- 
ral affection of the fyftem/alone., They 
proceed, I believe; in every inflance from 
matter abforbed. from a particular {pot, 

and producing, as we have already. per- 
ceived, obftrudions, in the’ lymphatic 
‘glands lying in its courfe to the heart. So 
evidently do buboes originate from lo- 
eal affections; that in chancres’of the pe- 
nis the glands in the correfponding groin 
commonly fwell.). When a, chancre is . 

| feated. 
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feated upon the frenum, or on any other 
part of the middle of the penis, the glands 
in both groins are equally apt ‘to fwell; 
but in chancres confined to one fide of | 
the penis, or to one fide of the ferotum, — 
we meet with few inftances of the glands 
in the oppofite groin being obftructed. | 
Ina great proportion of cafes only one 

of the whole ftring of glands becomes af- 
fected ; but occafionally it is otherwife. 
I have known four diftincét buboes on one 
fide, and three on the other at the fame 
time, but in fuch cafes we always meet 
with more -chancres than one ; for the 
moft part indeed the penis is in this cafe 
nearly covered with fores. 9. | 
Were the whole lymphatic arrive be- - 
tween the heart and the part at which the 
matter of Lues Venerea enters the fy ftem 
liable to be hurt with it, this difeafe would 
be produétive of ftill worfe confequences 
than commonly enfue from it. Glands 
lying within the cavity of the abdomen 
would fwell and fuppurate, from which 
the greateft danger might enfue; but this 
wee 
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does not happen. Scarcely an inflance 
can be adduced of any internal glands 
being affected. by the matter,of fyphilis; 
but this does. not depend, as fome have 
imagined, upon the tendency of this dif 
 eafe to affect the more. external parts of 
the body only... The moft. obvious caufe _ 
of it is, that the venereal virus is always | 
abforbed from the furface of the body: 
We have feen that the firft glands that it 
meets with are thofe in which obftrucion 
moft readily takes place, and I have fug- 
gefted what appears to be the the ‘moft 
_ probable reafon of the. more deep. feated 
glands not being fo liable to fuffer, name- 
ly, the ftop which the fwelling of the firft 
fet of glands gives to the farther abforp- _ 
tion of matter, and the diluted ftate of the 
- matter itfelf in the progrefs of the difeafe; 
by which it becomes incapable of exciting 
that degree of irritation neceflary to pro- 
duce abforption, or, if abforbed, that it — 
is rendered fo mild as not readily to pro- 
duce obf{truGtion in any.of ‘the glands. to 
which it).ig carried, . If, the matter of 
BY 4 | Lues 
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Lues Venerea was applied’ to any inter- 
nal part of the body, fo as to excite ulce- 
ration, we have no caufe to’ doubt of the 
effedts refulting from it being the’ fame 
that enfue from it externally. The conti- 
guous glands would be firft affeded, and 

from thence it would proceed 'to the reft 
of the fyftem ; but the difeafe never being 
communicated in this manner, none of the 
glands feated internally can ever ‘bei in- 
--jured. arn er crt 
- Thefe circumftances being 2 beri . 
{hall now enumerate the appearances and — 
fymptoms of buboes, with the means ‘of 
diftinguifhing them from fwellings which 
refemble them. It muft be kept in ‘view 
that it is the real venereal bubo of which 
we are now fpeaking, and not that inflam- — 
matory fwelling with which the glands in 
the groin are often attacked in Gonor- 
rhoea; a defcription of which was oer in 

Chap. III. Seé. 1X. | UB 5 
The moft frequent feat of bubo, as We 
have feen, i is the ‘groin, and a defcrip- 
tion of it in this fituation will be fuffi- 
| 3 cient. 
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cient. The firft fymptom of bubo is a 
flight degree of pain. ‘This excites the 
attention of the patient, when, op hand- 
ling, a fall hard knot is difcovered. In 
fome cafes this is accompanied both with 
pain and tenfion, ftretching along an en- 
‘jarged lymphatic veffel, m the form of a 
-fmall cord, all the way from the penis 3 
but for the moft part the tumour is di- 
- ftiné, and not apparently connected with ~ 
any other difeafe. Even where two or 
more buboes take place at the fame time, 
although near to each other they are al- 
"ways diftin@ and unconnected at firft, in- 
fomuch that the patient himielf very com- 
monly points their feparation out. - | 
If mercury or other difcutients be not 
- employed, the tumour becomes in a gra- 
dual maaner larger, and from being, as it 
commonly is when firfi perceived, of the. 
fize of a kidney bean, by the eighth or 
tenth day, and often fooner, it is “anally 
of the fize of a pigeon’s egg. From the 
firft appearance of a bubo there is fome 
degree of ay in the form of it. In 


the 
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the middle it is fomewhat raifed and pro- - 
minent, and becomes flattened towards 
the fides, a form which it preferves du- 
ring its whole progrefs. As the tumour 
becomes large, it alfo becomes more pain- 
ful ; and the pain, which at firft was con- 
fined to the bubo itfelf, fpreads over all 
the contiguous parts. The patient com-— 
plains upon the flighteft degree of . pref- 
fure, and he cannot walk or move but with 
3 much uneafinefs.: 

Even when of this fize, bubees will fome- — 
times be removed by difeuffion; but when 
this does not happen, the fwelling, which 
till this period ufually retains a confider- 
~ able degree of firmnefs, becomes in a gra- 
- dual manner fofter and more* prominent ; 
the fkin, which for fome time retained its 
natural colour, becomes red and tender; 
fome degree of fever is apt to take place, 
and.in fome it is accompanied with flight 
fhiveriug fits. A flutuation of matter is 
at length difcovered ; at firft upon the fur- 
face of the tumour, afterwards in other 
parts of it, and on being difcharged, ei- 
: | hota ther 
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ther by the tumour burfting, or by an. 
_ opening being made into it, the parts are 
~ found to have all the appearances of a 
common abicels. ene te mat- 


_ ter: 


otPherenie sheik tonsteset in this prowess 
of bubo, from the firft appearance of the 
tumour till maturation is completed, is 
exceedingly variable, and depends upon a 
number of circumftances; upon the age 
and habit of body of the patient ; upon 
the degree of pain and fever which take 
place; and on the gland being: fuperficial 
or deeply feated ; for we find by experi- 
ence, that deep-feated fwellings do:not fo 
eafily or fo quickly fuppurate as thofe 
which are immediately beneath the fkin. 
Where the conftitution is much relaxed 
and debilitated, buboes often remain in- | 

-delent and ftationary for a great length 
of time, while, during the full vigour of 
health and youth, they ufually come quick- 
ly forward: When accompanied with. 
_ much pain and fome degree of fever, from 
the firft their progrefs i in general is rapid, 
while 
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while they always advance flowly when 

the pain is moderate. One general obfer-- 
vation may be made upon the maturation 

of venereal buboes, that they fuppurate 
more quickly than glandular fwellings of 
‘any other kind, and more flowly than 

common ee in. the cellular mem-_ 
brane. 

Thofe who are not verfant in 1 this branch 
‘of bufinefS are apt to imagine, from the 
defcription which they have perufed of 
the appearances of buboes, and perhaps 
from their having met with a few inflan-_ 
ces of the difeafe in its ordinary form, 
that no difficulty or doubts can occur con-_ 
cerning them ; but this is far from being 
the cafe. Where a ‘glandular fwelling, 
fach as I have defcribed, appears in the 
groin, either during the continuance of 
chancres, or foon after fores of this na- 

‘ture have healed, there will be no caufe 
to doubt of its being venereal: But buboes_ 
do not always appear in a fimple unmixed 
ftate. They are fometimes combined with 
other difeafes, where they neceflarily af- 


fame other appearances 5 and they occur 
| ate 
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in fome inflances, as I have’ already men- 
tioned, without being preceded by the 
leaft vdfige: of ulceration. This laft cir- 
cumftance of itfelf is commonly the caufe 
of much doubt, but the difficulty is im 
-ereafed when the tumour.is not altogether _ 
venereal. | | 

Swellings with which buboes: may be. 
confounded, and from which therefore it 
is proper, with as much accuracy as pot 
fible, to diftinguith them, are of different 
kinds. In fome cafes thefe fwellings ap- 
pear ina fimple unmixed ftate, in others 
they are blended: with the — venereal , 

bubo. 


1. The moft frequent caufe of this kind 
of perplexity, is fcrophula. When the ve- 
nereal difeafe takes place in ferophulous © 
conftitutions, buboes, as well as. almoft 

every other fymptom, not only become 
much more obftinate, but affame appear- 
ances perfectly different from fuch as oc- 
cur in the ordinary form of either of thefe 
difeafes. Nor is it neceflary that practi- 
WV OnE. E _ tioners 
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tioners only fhould be acquainted with : 


this. It fhould be made known inthe moft 


unequivocal manner to patients, otherwilfe 
they are apt to be perplexed and difap- 
pointed, and to blame thofe who have the 
charge of them, for what it is not often 
in the power of art to prevent. 

Where evident fymptoms of fcrophula | 
have previoufly taken place, or. where that 
difeafe obvioufly exifts at the time, there 
is no great difficulty of convincing pa- 
tients of any fymptom of Lues Venerea 
with which they are attacked, being like- 


ly to partake of it; but they fhould alfo 


know, that during the continuance of Lues 
Venerea, fymptoms of {crophula frequent- | 
ly appear where that difeafe was not pre- 
vioufly fufpected to exift, and which other- 
wife might never have taken place. Of 
this I have met with many inftances, 
where a {crophulous taint, which had till 
then remained concealed, broke out at 
once with much violence on the fyftem. 
being attacked <with duues: Wenereas aise, 


We 
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We judge that a Sih partakes se {cro- — 
phula, when, inftead of yielding to a pro- 
per application of mercury, or coming 
forward to fuppuration in the time which 
-yenereal buboes commonly require, it 
either remains ftationary or advances in 
that flow gradual manner peculiar to tu- 
mours of a fcrophulous nature. Tumours 
altogether venereal do not advance fo ra+ 
pidly as common abfcefies, but they come 
much more quickly forward than thofe 
arifing from {crophula. In moft inftan- 
ces, a venereal bubo, when allowed to 
f{uppurate, arrives at full maturity in the 
{pace of four or five weeks; often in lefs 
time than this, from its firft commence- 
ment ; whereas, when conjoined with {cro- 
phula, two or three months will pafs over 
before this takes place. The pain, in- 
ftead of being fmart, as happens in bu- 
boes, is more of a dull obtufe nature. The 
ie at firft, inflead of being frm, 
as we have defcribed it to be in Bnnbes, 
ds fomewhat foft and compreflible, like 
dough; and even when matter is fully’ 

2s) formed 


52 Of the Symptoms Ch. IV. 


formed in it, the firmnefs and tenfion at- 
tending it is lefs. Neither is the rednefs 
of the teguments, which takes place as 
the fwelling comes forward, of fuch a 
bright hue as in buboes. : 
This kind of connection between Lues 
Venerea and fcrophula, inay, in fome in- 
-ftances too, be difcovered by the fize of 
the tumour. The true venereal bubo is 
no doubt very variable in point of bulk, 
Boe it: never becomes fo large as tumours — 
of this mixed nature commonly do. Few 
of the former ever furpafs the fize of a’ 
pullet’s egg, but the latter are not unfre- 
quently two or three times larger than 
this. Ihave at prefent two inftances of 
this kind of fwelling ftretching from the 
root of the penis, nearly to the {pine of 
the ileum. - | Raarns | 


." 2. Venereal buboes are apt, in the courfe 
of their progrefs, to be attacked witli ery- 
fipelas. When this does not happen till 
towards the latter flage of the tumour, it 
does not give any caufe for doubt or diffi- 
a oe rent culty, 
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culty, the real nature of the primary dif- 
eafe being previoufly rendered obvious. 


But when a bubo acquires an eryfipela- __ 


tous appearance at firft, as fometimes hap- 
pens, the practitioner : and the patient are 
both apt to be deceived. Tumours of 
this defcription, inftead of being circum- 
{cribed, with their limits diftinctly mark- 
ed, as happens in buboes, are commonly i 
diffufed, and terminate in a more imper- 
ceptible manner in. the contiguous parts. 
Inftead of the vivid complexion of com- 
mon inflammation, they are of a more 
deep copper colour, and the inflammation 
with which they are attended appears fud- 
denly, inftead of approaching in a more 
gradual manner. | 

I may alfo remark, that in buboes, ac- 
companied with eryfipelas, the pain ap- 
pears to be fuperficial, and is always at- 
‘tended with a burning degree of heat, in- 
| ftead of that deep-feated throbing uneafi- 
nefs which takes place in the latter ftages_ 
of the true venereal bubo. 


E3 Hace ey go deat 
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heak alii abfcefles " have in (dine! in- 
fences been miftaken for buboes. “This, 
however, may at all times be eafily ayoid- 
ed, and can never occur but from igno- 
rance or inattention. Practitioners of ex- 
perience will eafily diftinguith by manual. 
examination, the difference between the 
one and the other. in the one the fwelling 
is feated in the cellular fubftance, while 
it is in the body of a gland in the other. 
Whoever has once handled thefe different 
_ parts ina tumified ftate will be at no lofs 
to diftinguith between them 3 and to thofe 
who have not had this opportunity it is 
_ perhaps impoflible to mark the difference 
by defcription.. 1 may remark, however, 
that thefe two fwellings, are for the moft 
part fufficiently diftinguifhed by the fymp- 
toms which precede andattend them. If . 
buboes be not always preceded by chan- — 
es is lumbar abfcefles are univertally at- 
- tended with pain about the fmall of the 
back and in the loins. This fymptom 
indeed very commonly occurs as a fore-__ 
runner to the tumour in the groin, and 
ait -almoft 
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alniot in ‘every ‘hau before the tu-— 
-mour appears the patient is much ‘debili- 
tated by the fever with which he is 
attacked from the firft formation of the 
difeafe, and which feldom in any confi- 
derable ee happens in bubo. 


4. In fome cafes, both cna and Fatriy" 
ral herniz have been miftaken for buboes. 
_ Of this I have known different inftances on 

the part of the patient; nor is it furprifing 
that it fhould be fo, for both kinds of fwell- 
ing appear nearly in the fame part ; they 
are neither of them attended with any al- 
teration inthe colour of the fkin, whenthey — 
firft appear ; and they are both, for the 
moft part, accompanied with fome pain ; 
"but ftill the difference between them is fo 
obvioufly marked, that one can {carcely 
fappofe it poflible for any practitioner, 
however ignorant he may be, to fall in- 
to any difficulty upon this point, did we 
not know that in different iniiances it had 
happened.. Hernie have not only been 


Fa. miftaken 
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miftaken for buboes, but buboes have been 


treated: for hernie. 


 Befides the very ‘marked diftinction 


which occurs between buboes and herniz, 


' in. the appearances and other circumftan- — 


ces immediately connected with the tu- 


' mours, and with which every practitioner | 
fhould be acquainted, hernia is for. the 


moft part fufficiently diftinguifhed from 


the other, by the ficknefs, obftruction of the | 


bowels, and other fymptoms with which 
it is accompanied ; and which: ought alfo 
to be fo generally known that.to enumer- 

ate them more particularly would be alto~ 
gether unneceflary,, 


5. ‘Ulcers in the feet and legs, from 
whatever caufe they may arife, occafion- 


ally produce fwellings in the glands of © 
the groin, which in fome inftances, have * 


been miftaken for bubees. The chief 
means of diftinction are thefe ; our know- 
ledge of the original fore; the feat of the 


tumours, thefe fwellings being common- — 


ly on the fore ie of the thigh, and fome- 


what. 


_— 


as 


ee 


> 
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what i ae than the ordinary { rae of bu- 
boes ; and laftly, their being attended with 
little or no pain, and. very feldom pro- 
ceeding to fuppurate, but rather conti- 
-nuing indolent, and nearly of the fame de-. 
gree of hardnefs. from the firft. Even 


when they contain matter the fkin feldom — 


lofes its colour; a circumftance which 
_ mever happens with buboes in a flate of 
fuppuration. | Lavina fie 
Women iabvacings h under the venereal 
difeafe are equally liable to buboes with 
men; and the difeafe is fo exadly fimilar 
in both that a defcription of it in the one 
fex renders it almoft unneceflary to {peak 
of it in the other. The only circumftance 
_in which they are different is the fituation 
of the tumours. : : 
From the courfe of the Bi heels not 
being exadtly the fame in women the fite 
of buboes in them muft neceflarily be dif- 
ferent. I met with one inftance of a bubo 
exactly uponithe middle of the mons ve~ 
neris: for the moft part, however, they 
are seared On. the courfe of: the round Liga- 
Se? ‘ments, 
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ments, ‘near to where they enter the ab- 
domen, or higher in the groin ; fomewhat 
nearer the pudendum, than inmen. Thefe 
laft become equally large with buboes in 
men : but the others, it has been remarks - 
ed, remain (mall, and ftill more circume — 
{cribed than buboes in their ordinary fi- 
tuation.  ' 
The fymptoms'¥ we have hitherto been 
defcribing, namely Chancre and Bubo, are 
‘at firft always local ; that is, they are ne- 
ver produced by, gibacuih they are very — 
commonly productive of, what may be | 

- called the Conftitutional State of the Vene- 
real Difeafe. This has induced fome to 
treat of thefe fymptoms as diftiné and 
unconneéted with the conftitutional  dif- 
— eafe; and there would be much propriety 
in their doing fo, were it poflible to de- 
termine when the matter of chancre or of 
bubo has entered the fyftem or not. But _ 
fo far as I know. this has never been done ; 
and there is much caufe to imagine that 
no attempt towards it will ever prove fuc- — 
eefsful. Some ingenuity has been {hewn 

eae 
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jm endeavouring to afcertain the {time 
which muft elapfe between the firft ap- 
pearance of chancre and enfuing abforp- 
tion by the lymphatics ; and even during » 
this period, the, difeafe, it is faid, fhould 
be confidered as local... To me, however, 
all fuch attempts appear to be both futile 
and dangerous. The point in queftion — 
can never, in my opinion, be afcertained, 
and while a different, idea of it prevails, 
the conftitution muft in many inftances 
be injured, as it muft be apt to lead, as 
with fome it has already done, to a very 
_ hazardous practice, a dependence in the 
treatment of thefe fymptoms upon local 
remedies. Chancres and buboes may both 

remain in a local ftate for.a great length 
of ‘time. Nay, it is poffible that their 
‘cure might fometimes be accomplith- 
ed without any of the matter arifing 
from them entering the fyftem 5 but ‘as 
this is mere conjeture; as we have no 
method of diftinguifhing whether it hap- 
“pens or not, and as we know from daily 
obfervation that in almoft every inftance 
: | the 
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the conftitution is injured even by the 
~ flighteft degree of thefe fymptoms, [judge — 
‘jt in every refpedt better to treat of them 
‘as part of a conftitutional difeafe. 

The next fymptom we have to’ defcribe 
is univerfally allowed to originate from 
the virus when it has entered the fyftem. 


§ 4. 


Of the Venereal Sore Throat. 


In whatever part of the body the 
matter of fyphilis may have entered the 
lymphatics, we find it particularly apt : 

to attack the throat. This does not hap- 
- pen, however, at any certain period. I 
have known it fix upon the throat in the 
courfe of ten days from the firft appear- 
ance of a chancre, while in fome inftances 
the throat remains found till feveral 
months after every external mark of the 
-difeafe has difappeared. | 
| In 
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In addition to what Dhave already had 
- occafion to fay upon this, P may obferve, — 
that the throat, as well as other parts of 
the body, are moft apt to be foon affected - 
when no buboes take place. When the 
_ matter pafles direétly into the fyftem, along 
the abforbents, the infection fhews itfelf 
more early than where it 1s firft ftopped 
by buboes and afterwards taken up by 
the lymphatics on thete Hahn hea 


ing ulcerated. 


In the venereal fore erat fome degree 
of uneafinefs is commonly felt in fwallow- 
_ ‘ing for feveral days before any other fymp- 
tom is perceived. A fenfation of fulnefs 
and tendernefs takes place, but not much 
pain.’ In fome cafes this prevails over the 
_ whole throat, but for the moft part on one 
- fide only. inlet there has been fome re- 
cent caufe for fulpicion the difeafe is fup- 
 pofed to proceed from cold ; but the fymp- 
_ toms continuing, and infpection being 
made, an ulcer is in moft inftances dif- 
| covered on the part of which he paee ti 
| ed at firft. Be | 
| Bie se Thefe | 
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Thefe ulcers.in fome cafes make. their 
firtt appearance upon the uvula, but: ‘more 
frequently upon one or both of the amyg- . 
dale. On firft ‘infpection, they are com- 
monly fmall, but always foul, and accom- 
panied with fome degree of fulnefs or 
fwelling, and with an eryfipelatous red: 
nefs. of the contiguous parts. . : 

In moft inftances the ulcer remains fag 
tionary for a confiderable time, not going © 
to any confiderable depth, nor {preading 
_ to. any greater extent than it occupied at 

firft; but in others, unlefs the moft effec- 


tual remedies are immediately employed, aa 


the ulcer not only becomes deep but{preads 
to a great extent, and in fome cafes with 
fuch rapidity, that I have known the uvula 
and all the contiguous parts become dif- 
eafed in the courfe of a few days. In 
fome the ulcer, in its courfe, gives only 
the appearance of foulnefs to the conti- . 
guous parts, which become covered with 
a yellow coloured flough, fomewhat re- 
fembling the buffy coat of inflammatory 
blood ; while in others it fpreads in the 


farm. ‘Ss 
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form of a corroding fore, and deftroys all 
the parts.as it goes along. It fometimes 


” deftroys a great part of the tonfil before 


leaving it, but ic more frequently ipreads 
‘along the arch reaching from the tonfil 
on which it is feated, to the uvula, and 
which, together: with the conti euous parts 
of the velum pendulum palati, are com- 
monly deftroyed before the. other pont: 
becomes affected. | Rae os 
_.Even.in this advanced ftate of ee als | 
cers the patient feldom complains of much 
pain, if it. be not during the action of 
fwallowing. A general and very diftrefl- 
ful degree of uneafinefs is felt over the 
throat, but the pain is feldom fo acute as 
the extent and appearances of the fores 
would give caufe to expect, Wherever 
much pain takes place, we find that it 
proceeds not from the fores, but from 
that kind of eryfipelatous rednets with 
which the contiguous parts are very apt 
to be attacked ; and by which fuch a dif _ 
erefsful burning fenfation is iometimes ine | 
i SR TR Ae Pe duced 
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‘duced over the whole’ throat as renders 
the patient at all times very uneafy. 

In fome cafes of the venereal fore throat 
this inflammatory rednefs takes place with- 
out ulceration. If not prevented by mer- ; 
cury, ulcers would no doubt form at laft; 
but I have known the parts remain fwel- 
— ted, and accompanied for feveral weeks 
together, with that deep copper-coloured 
complexion fo highly characteriftic: of 
Lues Venerea, and without any degree of 
niceration being obferved.” The difeafe. 
in this ftate,; although cominonly fixed 4 
on one fide of the throat at firft, 1s very 
apt to leave it fuddenly and go to the 
other ; and this we find will happen again» 
and again, till the one fide becomes ul- 
cerated, by which it is one fixed toa find | 
ticular {pot. 

Where the throat 1s “affetted in this 
manner, that is, where it is attacked both 
with the venereal virus and eryfipelas, a 
-very diftrefsful fymptom commonly takes 


place, a conftant: heat and irritation over: — 


the whole ae by which the patient is 
kept. 
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kept under a perpetual defire of clearing’ 
his throat, of an acrid, vifcid mucus, with 
which it becomes from time ‘to time fo’ 
much ftuffed as to require a great deal of 
exertion to throw it off; and it prevails: 
equally at all times, even during meals, 
as well as when the patient fhould be at 
Pol. PF BAP | iad | 
- That it 1s chiefly by the irritability 
which takes place here that this acrid mu- 
cus is produced I conclude to be the cafe, 
from finding that nothing tends fo much 
to remove it as foothing anodyne applica- 
tions, conjoined with the internal ufe of 
opiates. | | , 

‘It is chiefly in this inflammatory ftate 
of fore throats, that patients in Lues Ve- 
nerea are feized with deafnefs. . Deafnefs 
may happen from other caufes, as we _ 
fhall afterwards have occafion to men- 
tion, but in this cafe I believe it to pro- 
ceed from the inflammation {preading to 
the tuba euftachiana, fo as to render it 
impervious. Inflammation may ad in 
producing deafnefs, either by ftuffing this 

‘Vet. II. F paflage. 
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paflage with mucus or by exciting adhe- 
fion between the fides of the duct. In the 
one cafe the deafnefs may only be tem- 
porary, but in the other it muft necef- 
{arily, to a certain degree, remain perma- 
nent. | . 
In moft inftances the venereal fore 
throat does not go deeper than the {oft 
parts; producing fores, fuch as I have de- 
{cribed, of various degrees of magnitude 5 
but where the difeafe has either been too 
long neglected, or where mercury and 
other remedies employed for it, do not 
prove fuccefsful, the bones themfelves 
come in fome cafes to fuffer. I have known 
it happen with the upper vertebrez of the 
neck, and not unfrequently with the 
bones of the palate and back part of the 
nofe. nh | 
_ One of the moft diftrefsful circum- 
{tances which practitioners meet with in 
difeafes of the throat is, the uncertainty 
of diftinguifhing between venereal fores 
of thefe parts and others which refemble 
them, by which a good deal of time is 
either 
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either altogether loft, or employed with 
much doubt and undecifion. From this 
caufe alone ulcers are fometimes allowed. 
to fpread, where it might with eafe have 
been prevented by a timeous ufe of mer- 
cury ; and in other inftances patients are 
put upon the ufe of this remedy where it 
ought not to be employed. 

The fymptoms moft apt to be miftaken 
for Lues Venerea in thefe parts are, thofe 
ulcers which occafionally fucceed to long 
continued cafes of catarrhal inflammation, 
and fuch as fometimes take place as the 
confequence of too much mercury, or of 
the patient being expofed to cold while 
under a courfe of mercury. 

The chief means of diftin@ion between 
venereal ulcers of the throat and fuch as 
faucceed to inflammation are thefe : ulcers 
from inflammation very commonly fuc- 
ceed to abfceffes ; they are ufually clean, 
of a florid red appearance, and accompa- 
nied with a good deal of pain. The real 
venereal ulcer again feldom or never pro- 
duces abfcefs, and in the firft place it al- 
| | 1 ways 
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ways forms upon the furface. ‘It is never. 
clean till remedies have been employed | 
for rendering it fo; and although always | 
accompanied with a good deal of. uneafi- 
nefs, the pain attending it is never acute. 
1 may alfo remark, that in the common 1n-: 
flammatory fore throat, the contiguous 
parts do not ufually affume that eryfipela- 
tous colour which very univerfally takes 
place in venereal ulcers, nor are they apt to 
induce that plentiful fecretion of acrid 
mucus, and the fymptoms which  eniue. 
from it, which | have fhewn to be frequent 
confequences of the other. | tiie 
‘Hereafter I fhall have occafion to fpeak 
more particularly of, that variety of fore 
throat arifing from the effects of cold 
when under mercury, as well as from an 
over-quantity of mercury having been 
employed. At prefent I may remark, that 
this is diftinguithed from the venereal fore 
throat by.a very confiderable fulnefs or 
fwelling, not only in both tonfils, but over 
the whole fauces, together with fome de- 
gree of tumefaction of ‘the parotid eland,. 
. as 
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as well as of all the falivary glands; cir- 
cumftances by no means connected with 
venereal affections of thefe parts. The 
parts are not fo apt to ulcerate as in the 
venereal difeafe, and any floughy appear- 
ance which takes place upon them, inftead 
of being of a buffy colour, as happens.in 
ihe other, is white and milky, fomewhat 
refembling thofe apthous crufts fo fre- 
quently met with in the mouths of new- 
born infants. Thefe floughs too are more 
extenfive than in venereal fore throats. In| 
the latter, they are always confined to 
fuch parts as. are inflamed, while, in the 
other, they commonly extend, a confider- 
ableff way upon the contiguous parts. 
The natural unequal furface of the 
amyedale, has, in fome infiances, when 
‘in a ftate of inflammation, been miftaken 
for venereal ulcers: this miftake however 
may always be avoided, and never can~ 
happen but from ignorance or inatten- 
tion. 
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§ 5: 
Of Venereal Ulcers in the Nofe and Mouth. 


CHANCRES, or primary venereal ulcers, 
arife occafionally, as I have already had 
occafion to remark, both in the nofe and 
mouth: but fores of this defcription, 
wherever they are feated, having been 
already defcribed in § 2. of this fection, 
we are now to.treat of thofe only which 
originate from the fyftem being infected.. 

Next to the throat the matter of, this 
difeafe fixes moft frequently upon the’nofe, 
which, fo far as I have had opportunities 
of obferving, is more apt to be attacked 
with it than the mouth. I need fcarcely . 
obferve, however, that fome variety oc- 
curs in this. Ina few cafes the mouth is 
attacked before either the nofe or throat. 
In others the difeafe appears firft in the 
nofe ; but, in a great proportion of cafes, 

it 


Sea. II. of Lues Venerea. : at 


it follows the progrefs I am defcribing ; 
after being for fome time fixed in the 
throat it goes to the nofe, if the dif 
eafe is not ftopped in its erat by a pro- 
per ufe of mercury. I may alfo remark, 
that although the ulcers in the throat 
fhould be cured by mercury, if a fufh- 
cient quantity be not employed for eradi- 
cating the virus, the difeafe, when it 
again breaks out, will appear moft readily 
upon the nofe, in the fame manner as if 
no mercury had been given. This, how-_ 
ever, is not univerfally the cafe; for in 
fome inftances we find it return to the 
parts where it was laft feated, and after 
again fixing upon the throat it proceeds to 
the nofe, as it would have done at firft 
if it had not been interrupted. 

The matter of Lues Venerea however 
does not attack every part of the nofe in- 
; difcriminately. Some have remarked 
that it has a particular tendency to fix 
upon the external parts of the body ; that 
this always happens in the firft inftance, 

and when it proceeds from thefe to fuch 
¥ 4 as 
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as are more deeply feated that it.does fo 
with fome regularity, by attacking fuch 
parts firft as are moft thinly covered, 
This, however, does not happen with any 
kind of uniformity, and feems only to 
have been noticed for the purpofe of fup- 
porting an opinion. Inftead of going firft, 
to the fkin, which it would do were this 

opinion well founded, the throat, as we 
have jutft feen, is moft apt to be attacked ; 
and when it goes to the nofe and mouth, 
it,is not even the moft external parts of 
thefe that are firft apt to fuffer, 

In a few inflances the difeafe no doubt 
appear’ firft upon the outward parts of. 
the nofe, but in a great proportion of cafes 
the snore internal parts are previoufly at- 
tacked: The patient. at firft complains of 
a troublefome ftoppage in one of his nof- 
trils, accompanied with fome degree of 
tendernefs and pain at a particular point. — 
‘This is often fo deeply feated in the noftril 
that it cannot be feen, being frequently 
upon fome part of one of the ofla fpongiofa; 
but when the under part of the paflage 1 is 

difeafed, 
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difeafed, together with a;fulnefs of the 
membrane of the nofe, a {mall foul ulcer is 
perceived, which is either covered witha. 
white flough, or a firm brown cruft; and 
on this being removed, although the parts 
beneath may appear clean and. red, they 
foon become equally foul and floughy as 
before. Pees | 
_ Inthe commencement of thefe ulcera- 
tions, the diicharge is commonly {mall; 
but on longer continuance, the matter 
_ forms in greater quantities, when it ufu- 
ally becomes thin and foetid. If the ul- 
cers are feated on any part of the ofla. 
_ fpongiofa, the bone foon becomes difeafed, 
and the matter acquires a black dirty co- 
Jour; it becomes larger in quantity, and 
the foetor {till more confiderable than at 
firft.. In this ftage of the difeafe large 
| portions of thefe bones are apt to feparate 
and come away ; but before coming. this 
length, other fymptoms have commonly 
made their appearance. «A weeping eye, 
as it is termed, or a conftant flow of tears 
over the cheek, frequently occurs in this 
flage of the difeafe, owing to the under 
end - 
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end of the lachrymal ducét, which termi- 
nates behind the os fpongiofum inferius, 
being apt to be ftopped by the difeafe of 
this bone. The fenfe of {melling becomes 
impaired, and in fome is entirely deftroy- 
ed; and the figure of the nofe is at laft 
affected, in the firft place becoming fwell- 
ed, red, and painful, upon the parts im- 
mediately above thofe that are ulcerated, 
and afterwards lofing its prominency by 
the bones of which it is formed coming 
away. This does not happen while the | 
difeafe is confined to the fpongy bones of 
the nofe ; but the feptum itfelf becomes af- 
fected, in which cafe there is always much | 
hazard of the face being disfigured by this 
bone giving way, when the nofe is apt to 
fall nearly or entirely flat. | 
This is the ufual courfe of ulcers in ce 
- nofe; but inftead of attacking the inter- 
nal parts in the firft inftance, we meet 
with them occafionally upon the cartila- 
ginous parts of the nofe, in which cafe 
they commonly begin with fome degree 
of inflammation of the fkin. After the 
| fkin 
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fkin has remained red and tender for fome 
time, fmall ulcerations appear upon it, 
and thefe at laft running together, a fore 
of. greater or lefler extent is formed by 
the whole. Like all other venereal fores, 
ulcers in this fituation are always foul; 
the matter they difcharge is thin and of- 
_ fenfive, and the fkin for fome way round 
their edges is of an eryfipelatous red co- 
- lour. When the cartilaginous fubftance of 
the nofe becomes affected, the fores are 
apt to put on a cancerous appearance ; 
nor has mercury the effect of ftopping 
their progrefs fo readily here as in other 
parts of the body: This has in fome in- 
 ftances been the caufe of venereal ulcers 
in this part being treated as cancers, by 
which, even after being extirpated, the 
difeafe has again returned, when a cure 
might eafily have been accomplifhed by 
the mercury having been continued for a 

due length of time at firft. : | 
Every part of the mouth is occafionally 
the feat of venereal ulcers ; but although 
they appear from time to time on the in- 
fide: 
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fide of the cheeks and on the gums, they 
are ‘nioft ‘frequent upon ‘the palate and 
tongue. In other parts of the mouth thefe » 
ulcers appear without any previous warn- 
ing, being for the moft part fully formed 
on being firft noticed ; but in the palate 
‘ulceration feldom takes place till the parts — 
have been inflamed for fome time. A deep 
copper-coloured fpot is at:firft perceived 
fomewhere between the uvula and middle 
of the palate. This at laft becomes ulce- 
rated ; and it is worthy of remark, that 
in no part of the body do venereal fores 
advance with fuch rapidity as they do 
here. In this refpect they are different 
even from venereal fores in the throat. 
Thefe laft, as I have already had occafion 
to remark, feldom proceed to any great 
depth, nor do they advance with much 
quicknefs ; but here their progrefs is not 
only rapid, but they go at once to'the full 
depth of all the foft parts covering the 
bones, and in moft inftances foon do much 
injury to the bones themfclves. I have 


known the bones of the palate become dif- 
eafed 
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eafed in the)courfe of a few days from the 
firft appearance of ulceration; and at. 18 
not uncommon'to find a great part of the: 
velum pendulum, palati deftroyed in the: 
{pace of a few days from the time thatit 
was firft perceived to be affected. | 

~Venereal ulcers of thefe parts have at. 
times been miftaken for, and treated: as 
ulcers of a very different’ kind, but with. 
due attention this may perhaps in every 
inftance be prevented. We are more apt 
to fall into the error of treating other: 
fores as venereal. 

Both in the mouth and nole. veeneeh 
ulcers have been miftaken for cancerous 
fores; and in the nofe they fometimes 
bear a refemblance to herpetic affections. 
From both of thefe we diftinguifh them, 
not only by the hiftory of each particu- 
lar cafe, but by the different appearances 
which thefe affections adually aflume. 
Where ‘a patient with herpetic eruptions 
on other parts of his body is attacked 
with fores of a fimilar nature upon his 
nofe or lips, there will be reafon to think. 
that. 
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that they originate from the fame caufe ; 
but where this is not the cafe, and parti- 


cularly when it is known that the patient — 


either labours under Lues Venerea at the 
time, or that he was lately affected with 
it, and not properly cured, this of itfelf 
muft give ground to fuppofe that they are 
venereal. Herpetic fores feldom go to a 
greater depth than the fkin; whereas ve- 
nereal ulcers, whether on the nofe or lips, 
are apt to penetrate deep into the parts 
upon which they are feated. 

Cancerous fores are diftinguifhed ‘from 
thefe, as well as from every other variety 


of ulcer, by the fchirrous hardnefs with | 
which in every part of the body they are 


accompanied ; and they are particularly 
diftinguifhed from venereal ulcers by the 
fmart fhooting pains which they always 
excite ; a fymptom which does not ufually 
occur in the others. 

_ The mouth is equally liable with the 
throat to fores from an over quantity of 
mercury, and from patients being expofed 


to cold when under the ufe of it. Thefe 
are 


‘ 
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are more difficult to diftinguifh than any 
others from the real venereal ulcer ; for 
befides the refemblance which in fome cir- 
cumftances they bear to them, as they 
commonly occur while the patient is un- 
der cure of fome fymptom of fyphilis, this 
of itfelf is apt to create fufpicion concern- 
ing them. Independent of this, the very 
fituation of the fores gives fome caufe to 
fuppofe that they may be venereal, fo that 
we are apt to confider every ulcer on 
thefe parts as being of this nature. 

Sores arifing from this effect of mer- 
cury, although fomewhat refembling the 
true venereal ulcer, may readily be di- 
ftinguifhed from it by whoever has paid 
attention to this branch of bufinefs. Ve- 
nereal ulcers are circumfcribed, and in 
the mouth, whether upon the infide of the. 
lips, cheeks, gums, or tongue, they are 
always of a corroding and fomewhat of a 
cancerous appearance. There is feldom 
at firft more than one fore, which does 
not, however, continue long flationary, 
for in this fituation venereal fores extend 
| quickly. 
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quickly. Now fores arifing from mercury 
are always diffufed, and we ‘commonly 
find them in different parts of the mouth ~ 
at the fame'time. Like the-firf appear- 
ance of the venereal ulcer’ in thefe parts, 
they are always fuperficial, but they have 
not. that corroding afpe& which the other 
affiames; and although foul ‘and floughy, 
their colour is materially different from 
thofe that are venereal.’ The latter are 
commonly of a dirty brown colour, in 
fome geet with a flight tinge of yel- 
low ; whereas the other has always a whi- 
tifh appearance, as if the patient had new- 
ly been drinking milk. 5 
The fituation of the fores alfo affords 
fome means of diftinction. -Thofe arifing 
from mercury feem to be induced chiefly 
by the preflure of the teeth and gums up- 
on: thofe parts that are more par ticularly 
aéted upon by the medicine ; fo that we 
always find them where the {welling is: 
greateft, and the preflure moft confider- 
able: Hence they are moft frequent on 
the fides of the tongue; near to the angles 
of 
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of the jaw; and on the infides of, the: 
_ cheeks ; and when they take place in one. 
of thefe fituations, we ufually. find them 
prevail over the others. Now the true 
venereal ulcer attacks one ‘part jut as 
readily as another; feldom at firft more 
_ than. one part at once, and we find it fully: 
as frequent upon the upper. part of the | 
‘tongue, and between the tongue and the 
teeth, where preffure has little or no in- 
paehee as in other parts of the mouth, ~ 
With due attention. to thefe appear- 
ances, and to the hiftory of thé cafe, no 
practitioner of obfervation will ever ré- 
main long in doubt; but where any un- 
“certainty takes pines. the beft method of 
removing it is to defift entirely from the 
Pule of mercury. If the fores are venereal 
they will foon become worfe, if not, they 
will foon difappear when the (welling and 
“tendernefS induced by the mercury are 
gone. I think it proper, however, to re- 
“mark, that this kind of fore does not al- 
ways heal as foon as might be expeéted. 
‘In fome ‘inftances, the {welling of the 
Vou. II.. | GCG eo imiouth, 
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mouth, produced by mercury, continues 
for a great length of time. I have known 
it in a very obvious manner more than 
two months after any mercury had been 
exhibited. In fuch cafes, the fores pro- 
ceeding from this caufe do not readily 
heal; and where due weight 1s not allow- 
ed to the effeat of this, more mercury is 
sn fuch circumftances apt to be given, by 
which the cconftitution is not only often 
injured, but the very fores for which the 
medicine was prefcribed are rendered © 
worfe. In fome cafes this no doubt pro- 
ceeds from inattention or want of experi- 
ence on the part of the practitioner 5 but ity 
alfo often originates fromthe fear and anx- 
iety of patients, who, doubting of the real | 
nature of the fores, and dreading their in- 
fluence upon the conftitution, are often fo 
impatient, that ina concealed manner they 
perfevere in the ufe of mercury long after 
they have been defired to lay it afide.. 

| have infifted the more upon this from 
a very confiderable number of cafes ha- 
ving fallen within my obfervation of the 


moft 
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moft: diftrefsful, confequences being pro- 
duced by meafures of an ever tis nature 
being purfued. : 
_ Patients are fo eafily Hee, ath d 
whatever gives caufe to fufpect that the 
virus is not entirely removed, that even 
the moft' trifling circumftances, when 
treated with inattention by practitioners, 
may be followed with very important con- 
fequences. A fpoiled tooth, with {harp 
ragged edges, is very apt to produce a fore 
upon that part. of the cheek or tongue to 
which it is contiguous; and as it takes 
place in a flow imperceptible manner, 
‘without exciting pain, and produces a foul 
fore, (indwhite refembling a venereal ul- 
cer, if the real caufe of it be not difcover- 
ed and removed, very troublefome confe- 
“quences are apt to enfue from it. From 
this caufe alone I have known a patient 
put under a tedious courfe of mercury, 
which, with common attention, would not 
have happened ; for dhenever an ulcer. 
forms, either on the infide of the cheek, 
or on the tongue, the ftate of the conti- 
‘ , Ga | guous 
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suous teeth fhould be examined 5 and 
where any fpicule, or inequalities are dif- : 
covered, the whole fhould be removed, 
and due time allowed for the fores after- 
wards to heal, before any other method of 
cureasrecommendede 1.00%. ysbheaiet 


§ 6. 
Venereal Blotches. 


Next to the parts which I have men- 
tioned, the matter of Lues Venerea is moft 
_ apt to fix upon the furface of the body in 
the form of eruptions, or what are com- 
monly termed Blotches. In a few cafes 
the {kin is affected before either the throat, 
nofe, or mouth; but this is by no means 
frequent. nik HOG pid sity 

Every part of the body is liable to thefe 
‘blotches, but they appear more frequent~ 
ly on fome parts than on others. “The 

Bie fate aes caulk 
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ite of this is difficult to explain, for 
when the whole fyftem i is affected, we 
cannot’a priori fay why one part fhould — 
more readily be attacked than another, 
but. there is no doubt of the fa@. In ac- — 
counting for this difeafe fixing moft fre- 
"quently upon the throat, nofe, and mouth, 
_ fome have ingenioufly uebattet that there 
is probably fome particnlar attraction be- 
tween mucus ‘and the matter of this dif- 
eafe, from thefe parts being plentifully | 
fapplied with mucous glands ; 3 and mer- — 
_ -cury being particularly apt to affe@ thefe 
parts, while we know that. mercury. in 
‘every form very readily combines with 
- .mucus, a ‘theory has been built upon this 
“to account for the action of mercury in 
the cure of the difeafe. Admitting the — 
‘opinion to be well founded, but which 
does not appear to be the cafe, ftill it 
- would not account for the matter of this 
- difeafe being particularly apt to fix upon 
the. fkin, periofteum, and bones, parts 
-. which arelefs plentifully fupplied with mu- 
_ cous glands than any others of the body. 
G 3 _ Neither 
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Neither does the idea hold good ‘here, 
which we have already had occafion to 
notice, and which fome have endeavoured 


to fupport, of the matter of this difeafe — 


having a particular attraction for parts 
that are moft expofed to the atmofphere. 
In the rife and progrefs of the venereal 
~ eruption the reverfe of this’ appears tobe 
the cafe. Vy | ; 


I have obferved above, that every part | 


of the body is liable to be attacked with 


thefe blotches; but we find from daily — 


obfervation, that they appear both more 
frequently and more early in the difeafe, 


‘on fuch parts as are kept well covered 


than on thofe that are not covered at all. 
‘We no doubt meet with them both on the 
face and hands; but for one inftance of, 
this we have eight or ten of their appear- 
ing upon the breaft and arms; and next 
to thefe, they attack in fucceffion and with 
fome regularity, the fhoulders, thighs, legs, 
feet, and hands. Of thefe laft the extre- 


miities of the toes are often the parts firft 


affected, 
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affeGed, particularly the parts ying be-. 
~ neath and round the nails. 

- Venereal blotches do not at firft excite 
pain: -A flight degree of itchy uneafinefs 
is the firft fenfation which they produce. 

When examined in this ftate, they are 
_ found to confift of a number of {mall di- 
{tin patches, {carcely rifing above the 
furface of the furrounding parts, and fel- 
dom exceeding the fize of a fixpence. 

They are of a pale red colour, and when 
fmartly rubbed, the cuticle falls off in the 
form of fine bran, leaving the fkin beneath 
fomewhat more deeply tinged with red. 
The fkin, however, does not appear to be 
-otherwife injured ; and when the blotches 
are allowed to difappear of themfelves, as 
they commonly do, the fkin is, for a con- 
- fiderable time, found to be perfectly found, 
and not even altered in colour. 

But although in fome inftances thefe 
eruptions difappear from time to time, no 
advantage is gained from this: they ei- 
ther proceed from one part to another, or 
they attack the fame parts again with 

G4 ‘more 
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more violence, In returning upon parts 
where they have been before, the cuticle 
is more elevated from the kin. beneath ; 
and on being removed, the fkin itfelf is 
found, to be either fomewhat inflamed or.. 
in a ftate of tendernets approaching to ul- 
ceration.™ The fkin not being in a ftate 
fit for producing cuticle, a feab or cruft. 
now forms upon the tender parts. In the 
courfe of a few days matter forms beneath, i 
, which for fome time oozes out at the. 
fides, till the cruft feparating and falling 
off, the foundation is thus formed of the 
true venereal ulcer, of whicha defeription E: 
will.afterwards be given. | 
In fome cafes, thefe red, or rather mot- 
tled blotches, inflead of pr oceedin to the 
ftate of ulcer in the manner that I have 
jut deferibed, are all covered over with 
an infinite number of very {mall pimples, 
each of which contains matter; and from — 
thefe running together a cruft is formed, 
which likewifle falls off at laft, and in this. 
manner 2 flate of f ulceration is produced. 


When 
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, When venereal Blovehes take; place 
‘among the. hair, which they, frequently 
do, as they do not in their ‘firft flage rife 
much above the level of the furrounding 
_ parts, and as they never inthis ftate. create 
much uneafinefs, they are teldom perceiv- 
ed till a {cab or cruft begins to form; and 
as the matter-on oozing, out gets. matted 
into flakes with the hair, we are longer in 
this fituation than, in other parts of the 
body, of getting a view, of the parts. be- 
neath, aie on the enuft, falling, off,:are: 
always i in a: ftate of ulceration, forming 
what is commonly termed the corona ve- 
TETI8.). 7 : 

Inthe palms ee the toner and ee of 
the feet the firmnefs of the fkin prevents 
_ thefe blotches from appearing fo obvioufly 
as in other parts. -The cuticle is here ei- 
ther feparated in broad flakes, early in 
the difeafe, or if it is fo firm as to confine 


_ the matter for any length of time, it at 


 laft burfts out, when the parts beneath are 
found to be ulcerated. he 
| gyernkt 
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It is chiefly in this eruptive ftate of 
Lues Venerea that it attacks the nails of 
the fingers and toes.’ The cuticle which 
furrounds them is perceived to. be red and 


tender ; the parts below the nails alfo be- 


come red, and the nails at laft become 
loofe and fall off. 

+ The appearances moft fimilar to vene- 
real blotches, and ‘with which they have 
frequently been confounded, are, all the 
variety of herpetic eruptions, particularly 
fach as do not yield much matter. There 
is however one remarkable difference be- 


tween them in the nature of the matter | 


which they afford. The matter of the 


true venereal eruption is fo tough and vif- 


cid that it dees not’crack, and commonly 
remains upon the parts perfeétly entire, 
till it feparates and comes away 3 whereas 
in herpes, although the matter is in one 
variety of the. ileal of a vifcid glutinous 
nature, it does not form into flakes, as it 
very univerfally does in Lues Venerea. 


It: fometimes forms into crufts, but thefe 


break 


Sed. IT. of Lues Venerea. Ql 


break and come away in {mall pieces, and 
in others it often falls i in the form of 
fine bran. 0 Ot ) 

In herpes’ the eruption appears att 
sBenciielyt in the form of a circle, and the 
parts’ which it furrounds appear to be 
found: Hence by the common people it 
is:ufally termed ring-worm. ‘Thefe cir- 
cles or rings are of every variety of fize, 
but they are féldom lefs than’ a half-crown 
piece. Now the venereal blotch is not 
often larger than a fixpence, and never 
exceeds the fize of a fhilling; and the 
whole fkin of the pants affected appears 
to be nearly in an equal degree of difeate. 
The mottled appearance which they 
- aflume gives caufe indeed to fuppofe that 
fome parts of the fkin remain found ; but _ 
on examination with a magnifying ae. 
the whole is found to be more or lefs dif- 
-eafed. Whereas in herpes, the parts fur- 
rounded with the ring appear to be equal- 
ly found with any part of the body. 

In judging of this point we derive no 
fmall afliftance from attending to the fitu- 

ation © 
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ation of the eruption, as well as from the 
‘hiftory: of its: rife and progrefs., I have 
had occafion to obferve that the venereal 


‘eruption appears moft frequently at, firft — 


uponithe breaft and arms. | Indeed this 
very commonly happens ; ‘whereas in her- 
pes it is moft frequent upon the under 
part of the abdomen, be about the hands 
and wrifts:: | asris’ 


When to all thefe a eh eae we caddis | 


that in the venereal eruption there is com- 
- monly much caufe for fufpicion, from the 
- patient’s:courfe of life, and perhaps even 
from the exiftence at the .time of fome 
other fymptoms of the difeafe, and that 


in herpes ‘we often find that the patient ~ 
has either at fome former period been li- 


able to eruptions of a fimilar nature, or 
that they have prevailed: in his family, 
{carcely any caufe for doubt can remain. 


Herpetic eruptions and venereal blotch- - 


es fometimes occur in the fame perfon at 
the fame time. In this cafe it may be 
‘difficult or perhaps impoflible to diftin- 
guith them ; but no creat ‘inconvenience 


can 
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can arife from this, for the exiftence of 
the venereal affection being afcertained, 
this, as being the moft important of the 
two, muft have the fpecific remedy é€m- 
ployed for removing it, and if. the other 
eruption continues after the venereal 
blotches are-carried off, proper remedies 
muft be employed for its * 

I know no other eruption that may not 


be eafily diftinguifhed soe venereal 
blotches. | 


re ns 


Of Venereal wher! 


In § 2.. of this feGion, I have’ already 
given a defcription of chancres, or ulcers 


produced by the local application of the 


venereal virus. It is thofe.ulcers we are 
now to confider which take place in more 
advanced, ftages. of the difeafe, and, which 
| evidently 
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evidently proceed from the virus having 
entered the fyftem. In § 4. and 5. vene- 
real ulcers of the throat, nofe, and mouth, 
have been defcribed, but ulcers from the 
fame caufe appear occafionally in almott 
every part of the body... 

But although no part of the rey y is 
perhaps entirely exempted from thefe ul- 
cers, I mean no external part of it, yet fome 
parts are much more liable to be attacked 
with them than others; and it is a fact 
worthy of remark, that there is no part of 
the furface of the body on which they do 
not occur more frequently than on the 
genitals. Indeed venereal ulcers of thefe 
parts, from infection of the conftitution, 
do not often fall within our obfervation. 
Almoft every ulcer on the genitals may be. 
traced to a recent and local application of ~ 
the virus. 

We have already had oceation to ob- 
ferve that venereal blotches are apt to ter- 
minate in ulcers.’ Hence the venereal ul- 

_ cer is moft frequent on thefe parts that 
are chiefly liable to thefe eruptions, parti- 
| cularly 
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cularly the breaft, fhoulders, and arms. 
We often meet with them among the hair, 
and between the fingers and toes. Inthe 
latter ftages of the difeafe indeed, I have 
met with them more frequently upon the 
fides of the toes than on any other part. 
For the moft part the venereal ulcer is 
preceded either by blotches, fuch as we 
have juft defcribed, or by a number of 


a’ very {mall pimples ; but I-have met with 


fome inftances of ‘a part becoming ulce- 
rated without either of thefe appearances 
going before it. In this cafe a flight de- 
gree of itchynefs prevails for fome days, 
and the part is {carcely obferved to be dif- 
- coloured before an ulcer is perceived. 

| , In whatever manner a venereal ulcer 
may form, the appearances which it after- 
wards exhibits are nearly the fame. A con- 
fiderable deftruction of parts foon takes 
place; more quickly indeed than ufually 
happens from any other caufe except mor- 
tification. Inftead of proceeding gradually 
from the furface downwards, as other ul- 
cers do, a certain portion of the foft parts 
| between 
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between the affected fpot of the fkin and 
bone beneath feem to be ‘contaminated at 
once ; for almoft as. foon as the {kin be- 
comes evideritly ulcerated, the correfpond- 
_ing parts beneath not only appear to be dif 
eafed, but are foon thrown fo entirely out 
that f{carcely any thing but the periofteum — 
is left to cover the bone. 

The fides and bottom of venereal ulcers 
of every defeription are at firft always 
foul ; but while chancres and all recent 
ulcers are ufually white and floughy, fores 
proceeding from the difeafe having en- 
tered the conftitution are of a dirty brown 
appearance. The matter which they dif 
charge is fometimes thin, and fo acrid as 
to dente the contiguous parts, but for 
the moft part it is more tough and ad- 
hefive than good pus. It has often a fin- 
gularly green colour, particularly in ul- 
cers on that part of the head covered with 
hair, and it is avers of a age) difagree- 

able foetid {mell. : 

Thefe ulcers are feldom accompatiied: 
with much pain; for although the fkin 

which 
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which furrounds them has always a ten- 
_ der appearance, being in almoft every in- 
ftance of an eryfipelatous red colour, they 
can bear to be handled more freely than 
fores of any other kind of equal extent. 
The parts, in fome cafes indeed, feem to 
be deprived of their natural fenfibility ; 
and I have in fuch inftances found that one 


of the firft effects of mercury prefcribed | 


for the cure has been to render them more 


irritable. 
Venereal ulcers arifing from difeate in 
the fyftem, differ from all fuch as are lo- 
cal, in our not being able to render them 
clean or bring them to a healing ftate by 
any external application that we can em- 
ploy. Whenever the caufe is doubtful, 
_ they are commonly treated with local re- 
medies ; but no advantage is ever derived 
from them. Even the moft powerful de- 
_tergents have no influence. The parts 
ftill remain foul. The matter continues — . 
to increafe in acrimony ; and if a courfe 
of mercury is not prefcribed, or if not 
given in fufficient quantity, the fores not 
beVet. II. H | _ only 
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only ‘become more extenfive, but more 
numerous, by parts taking on a difpofition 
to ulcerate which did not previoufly bear 
any mark of difeafe. . 
This defeription of venereal ulcers com- 
prehends all the ordinary appearances of 
thefe fores; but fome difference 1s pro- 
duced in them by a variety of caufes ; by 
the nature of the parts in which they are — 
feated ; by the conftitution being found or — 
affected with other difeafes ; and by the 
effects of fach remedies as may have been ~ 
employed without being ican) pow- 
erful to accomplifh a cure, | 
in a great proportion of cafes venereal 
ulcers are feated in the fkin and cellular 
membrane. In the firft inftance, indeed, 
thefe are the only parts that are affected 5 
but in more advanced periods of the dif-. 
eafe, we find the virus fixing upon the 
tendons, faicice of the mufcles, periofteum, » 
“and bones. The parts leaft liable to be 
attacked with it are the glands, particu- 
larly thofe of the lymphatic fyftem, but — 
occafionally even thoie: glands become af | 
fected. 
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_ fected. Now we may eafily fuppofe, that 
the ordinary appearance of the venereal 
ulcer, that which it exhibits when feated 
in the celular fubftance, will be material- 
ly different from that.which it affords in 
the tendons, fafciz, glands, or bones. It 
is difficult, however, and perhaps impof- 
_ fible, to give an adequate defcription of the 
different appearances which proceed trom 
- this difference of fituation. It is from ex- 
perience alone that a knowledge of this 
ean be obtained. 

The appearances of venereal ulcers are 
more or lels affected by every. difeafe 
which. the fyftem may at the time labour 
under. Some indeed have contended that 
no two. difeafes can exift in the conftitu- 
tion at the fame time. This remark, how- ~ 
ever, is certainly ill-founded. From daily 
_ obfervation, we find, not only that the /- 
| flem may be affected with different difeafes 
at the fame time, but that two difeafes 
may at the fame time fix upon the ‘fame 
part. Of the firit we have inftances with- 
-eut end. It happens in the combination 


i of | 
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of fever with every variety of general 
cachexy, fuch as dropfy, juandice, and 
many others of fmall- -pox with ferophula, 
and fcrophula with feurvy ; all of which 
are often met with, exifting, and making 
progrefs i in the fame perfon at the fame 


time 5 and of local complaints combining — 
in the fame part, a variety of inftlances — 
might alto be adduced. I have’ at pre- — 
fent a perfon who had long been liable to | 
piles, who fome time ayo was attacked _ 


with condylomatous excrefcences about 
the anus from a venereal taint 5 to thefe 


fucceeded a common abfcefs from inflam- . 


mation, and laft of all the parts have be- 
come cancerous. As all of thefe are ob- 
vioufly in exiftence at this moment upon 
the fame parts, ; and as inftances of other 


combinations of local difeafes are oCCUr-~ — 


ring daily, it is with furprife and aftonith- 1 


ment we perceive much labour and inge-— 
muity employed to prove that this connec~ _ 


tion of difeafes never takes place, and ina - 
work too which does the aes credit tO 


phe author. 


The | 


ah 


ge ee eT 


Sec&t.1I. of Lues Vemerea, = —‘ 108 


The opinion which the author of that 
work endeavours to eftablith, is indeed fo 
contrary to the obfervation of all who 


- have paid attention to the fubje@, that I 


fhould not have judged it neceflary to 
notice it, were it not with a view of pre- 


venting the young and unexperienced from 
- being mifled by it; for were it to be re- 


ceived as a general principle, in a variety 
of circumftances it would have no {mall 
influence on practice, and would often, I 
ain afraid, be productive of diftrefs and 


_ difappointment both to patients and prac: 


titioners *. 
If this opinion was well founded, every 


hace of the venereal kind arifine. from 


difeafe of the conftitution fhould yield 
to mercury alone: Inftead of which, do 


- we not daily meet with fores of this kind, 


in which mercury by itfelf fails entirely, 


and in which from the conftitution be- 
ing at the faaie time infected with {cro- 


H 3 phula 


* The publication to which I allude is Mr John Hun- 


: _-ter’s Treatife on the Venereal Difeate. 
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_ phula, or fome ether difeate, bark and 
other remedies mutt be employed” before 
any progrefs towards a cure can be ob- 


‘tained? This combination of Lues Vene-_ 


rea with other difeafes, particularly with 


fcrophula and feurvy, is indeed, I appre- 
hend, the moft frequent obftacle that we | 


meet with in the cure of almoft every 
fymptom of this difeafe. Buboes, as well 
as ulcers, are always obftinate where fcro- 
phula prevails ; and the flighteft tenden- 
cy to fcurvy puts it out of our power to 
employ mercury in fuch quantities as the 
cure of venereal ulcers often requires. 
The effects of this are chiefly perceived 
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at fea, where a patient with Lies Vene- — 


‘yea is fureto have all the fymptoms ag- 
‘ gravated, particularly fuch ulcers as may 
prevail, on his being attacked with fcurvy. 


The ulcers not only put on a worie ap- 
pearance, but till the fcorbutic affeciion 1s 


removed, the farther ule of mercury is for 
the mofl part obliged to be laid afide. 


The defcription of the venereal ulcer 


which I have given above relates to the 
difeafe 
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difeafe im its more early. faves, a where 
no mercury has, been employed... When 
mercury is prefcribed, and has entered 
the fyftem, fores of this defcription foon 
put on.a healing appearance 3 and if the 
medicine is continued, the cure ufually 
goes on without interruption.. But if, in- 
ftead of being perfifted in for a due length 
- of time,the mercury is laid afide before the 
virus is eradicated, an effect refults from 
it which could not a priori be looked for. 
This partial effet of mercury not only 
gives a different appearance to venereal — 
fores, but commonly renders them more 
obftinate. - If the fores have healed, and 
again break out, although they will. not 
go to fuch a depth as they did in the firft 
procefs of ulceration, they will fpread fay- 
ther, and become more: numerous. By 
this imperfect application of mercury, a 
difpofition feems to be formed, not only 
in the parts contiguous to the old fores, 
but in almoft all the foft parts of the bo- 
dy, to go readily into a ftate of ulcera- 
tron 5 aiid although the new fores which 
1 Wa take 
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take place do not go deeper than the cel- — 
lular membrane, they daily become more - 
- numerous, infomuch that the parts in 
which they are chiefly feated are apt to 
acquire a honey-comb appearance. | 

But although thefe newly formed as 
cers feldom penetrate to fuch a depth as 
thofe to which they fucceeded, they af- 
fume every other appearance of the true. 
venereal ulcer. They are foul and fome- 
what fpongy: They arenot attended with 
much pain, and the furrounding {kin has | 
an eryfipelatous, or. copper-colour com- 
plexion. In the courfe of my experience, 
however, they have always proved to be 
of more. difficult management than the 
others; nor does mercury act with fuch 

certainty in removing them. The fame - 
fores either continue obftinately to refitt 


the effect of this remedy, or if thefe heal, 
others break out, and thus fpread over a 


very confiderable extent of furface, giving 
all the appearances of the phagadenic or 


depaicent ulcer of authors. 
| 7 Hither 
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_ Hitherto I have been fuppofing that the 
difeafe is confined to the foft parts of the 
- body; but where the ulcers, as now de- 
 feribed, have been neglected, or where the 
_ remedies employed for removing them have 

not proved effectual, they are apt to affea 
both the bones and tendons ; and where 
fores take place upon any of thefe parts, | 
their appearances are materially different. 
- from thofe of the commonvenereal ulcer. 
The parts affeGted, inftead of being cor- 
-roded, and hollowed out in the form of a | 


. cup, as they ufually are in the venereal - — 


ulcer, are filled with a foft fungous fub- 
_ ftance of an unhealthy complexion, which 
bleeds freely on being injured, and which 
always returns foon on being deftroyed 
with efcharotics. The difcharge of thefe . 

ulcers, when feated upon carious bones, is 
thin, and of a brown colour, and ftill 
more fcetid than the ordinary difcharge 
of venereal ‘ulcers in the fofter parts of 
the body. When the furface of.a tendon. 
' becomes ulcerated the parts are not only 
| : foft 
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foft and fpongy, but more foul or flouzhy 
than fores of almoft'any other kind. 
‘There is another variety of venereal — 
ulcer of which it is proper to take notice, — 
I mean that which fucceeds to the burfting 
of a bubo. © Seated in the body ofa gland, 
this kind of ‘fore has a very different ap- 
pearance from the common venereal ulcer, 
which attacks, as we have juft feen) the — 
{kin and cellular: fubftance only. Buboes ~ 
are always accompanied with pain and 
inflammation: Hence when matter forms 
in them, it is of the purulent kind. But 
although the matter of buboes is‘always 
more or lefs purulent at firft, it ufually be- 
comes thin avid acrid at ‘laft, owing to 
fores of this defcription, on the farther — 
continuance of the difeafe, being apt to | 
become eryfipelatous. Befides this change 
which takes place’ in the nature of the — 
matter, the parts in which it was collected, 
although at firft they have all the appear- 
- ances of a common abfcefs, at laft become — 
foul and fpongy; the edges of the fore . 
become callous ; and a much ereater de- — 
| | | eres 


“Se. af Lnes Fanérea 107 


eree of palivtakes placeithan almoft ever 
accompanies the °ordinary form of the 
true venereal ulcer. A | 

But although the fore whitch fucceeds 
to a’ bubo is necefiarily at firft always’ia 
the body of a gland, we find at lat that 
itis’ apt to! fpread and affe@ thei conti- 


, “guous parts. The matter pervading the 


 eellular fubftance finufes foi’ and the 
ikin becoming inflamed, the foundation is 


thus laid for the formation of other fores. 


in this manner the ulcers which fucceed 
to buboes frequently fpread to a great ex- 
‘tent, one part either breaking out as ano- 
ther heals, or perhaps the whole continu- 
ing open, fo as to leave all the upper part 
of the thigh, and im fome cafes, the under 
part of the abdomen, covered with imal 

lores. | 
No part of the treatment of Lues Vene- 
rea gives more diftrefs to patients, or more 
embarrafiment to practitioners, than the 
management of this ulcerated ftate of bu- 
- boes; which, befides being accompanied 
with much pain, is often one cf the moft 
obfiinate 
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obftinate fymptoms of the difeafe. Inftead 
of yielding to the ufe of mercury, fores 


- of this defcription become often more ob- 


ftinate after mercury has been employed ; 


fever is apt to take place ; and where the 


conftitution is not very robuft, they even 


fometimes end in the death of the pa- 


tient. 


fores may orignate from different caufes ; 
but I have commonly found that it takes 


place in fcrophulous conftitutions, and in | 


fach as are particularly delicate. It may 
‘alfo be remarked, that among our com- 
mon people this kind of fore is ftill more 


obftinate in thofe who live in damp fitua- ~ 


tions, as is ufually the cafe with weavers. 


\ 


§ 8. 


This great degree of inveteracy in thefe 
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: of Nodes, and other Swellings of the Perio- 
3 freum, Bones, and Tendons. 


_ A Node is a hard circumfcribed tumour, 
proceeding from a bone being attacked 
with the venereal virus. The periofteum, 
tendons, ligaments, and even fafciz of the 


- mufcles, are alfo liable to be attacked with ; 


the matter of this difeafe. : 
The venereal poifon, however, does not 

_ readily fix upon thefe harder parts of the 
body. In a great proportion of cafes it — 
remains long in the habit before they be- 
come affected, and when tumours appear 
upon them, it is often at fuch a diftant 
period from the exiftence of any other 
_ fymptom of Lues Venerea, that both the 
patient and practitioner are apt to be de- 
ceived; and to conclude that they proceed 
| from fome other caufe: Hence pains and 
10 {wellings 
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_fwellings occuring m this difeafe are of- 
ten treated as rheumatic affections, in con- 
-fequence of which, remedies are prefcri- 
bed from which no advantage is derived ; 


while mercury, from which alone raliet 


could be obtained, is entirely overlooked. 
But although the true venereal node ne- 


——— =. 


ver takes place early in the difeafe, I mean | 


fuch fwellines as.are of an offeous nature, 
and originate from the bones, yet the pe- 
riofteum and’ tendons, as well as the fa- 
- fcize of mufcles, are in fome inflances very 


early affected... This I have known to 


happen almoft as foon as there was caufe 


to faufpect chav the virus had entered the 
fyfiem. In fuch cafes, however, fome ob- 
vious réafon could always be, given for 


this variation in the courfe of the difeafe, 
by which the virus was made to fix upon 


thefe parts in preference to others ufually — 


-firftyaffeded. -In all of them:the patients 
were found to have been much expoted to 
cold and dampnefs,’ which Ihave. ‘had 
imany opportunities of ,obferving to have 
‘an evident influence j in exciting the virts 

ot 
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of this difeafe to fix early upon thefe parts. 
Soldiers infe@ed with Lues Venerea, when 
expofed to the cold and dampnefs to which 
they are liable in encampments, are par- 
ticularly apt to fuffer in this mannier, 

Although it is of much. importance. to 
 diftinguith between tumours of this de- 
_ f{eription arifing from the bone, and thofe 
which proceed from the periofteum, ten- 
dons, and mufcular fafcie, yet it is not 
commonly done with accuracy. They 
have all been .confidered as: nodes, and 
blended under one general defcription, by 

which much’ perplexity: has. taken place 
in the method of cure. 

Nodes may appear upon every hank: of 
the body, but they are, moft frequent 
where the bones are thinly covered with 
-mufcles: Hence they are moft commonly 
met with upon the forehead, upon the 
 forepart of the tibia, and on fome parts of 
the radius and ulna. We.alfo meet with 
them on the bones of the hands and feet. 
I never, however, faw them on;the fingers 
or toes, but I have. obferved them upon 


; | the 
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the fLernum and ribs. In two inftances, 
where the patients died of other difeafes 
after being cured of Lues Venerea, and in 
whom fevere pains had occurred in the 
middle of the thighs, nodes or exoftofes 
upon the femur were difcovered. In one 
there were two fmall knobs or protube- 
rances, in the other upwards of twenty, 
and all of them upon the anterior part of 

the bone. fui 1) akan 
Thefe offeous tumours do not produce — 
any alteration in the colour of the kin, 
unlefs they arrive at a larger fize than 
ufual. Their firft approach is diftinguifh- — 
ed by a flight degree of uneafinefs in the 
parts affected. This excites the patient’s _ 
attention, when on examination a fmall - 
hard tubercle or protuberance is difcover- 
ed. This in a gradual manner becomes 
larger; and, while it mereafes in fize, it 
alfo becomes more painful. By the time — 
that it has acquired the bulk of half ‘an - ; 
ordinary walnut, and few nodes I believe © 
are eyer larger than this, the fkin has 
commonly become red and tender; and 4 
ulceration 
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ulceration at laft taking place, the bone, 
on being thus denuded,.is not only found 
to be fwelled, but completely carious. 
This is perhaps one of the moft painful 
| {ymptoms of Lues Venerea ; for although 
the pain is at firft always moderate, it ne- 
ver fails to become fevere on the tumour 
; advancing in fize. This does not depend 
fo much, however, on any alteration pro- 
_ duced in the bone itfelf, as on the diften- 
fion of the periofteum, which the tumour 
of the bone neceflarily occafions ; a cir- 
cumitance of which we are rendered cer- 
tain by the pain ceafing entirely on the 
protuberance of the bone being laid bare, 
either by an incifion, or by the foft parts 
which cover it Beans deftroyed by ulcera- 
tion. | 

_ This defcription of a node, it is proper 
“to remark, comprehends the full progrefs 
_ of this kind of tumour to its laft and ulti- 
mate {lage ; a termination that we feldom 
_ Mneet with, if it be not among the poor and 
deftitute. Mercury is commonly pr efcri- 
_bedjas foon as the nature of the tumour be- 
Vor. I. 1 comes: 
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comes obvious, and as this puts a flop to . 
‘its farther increafe, it is by great matten-_ 
tion or mifmanagement only that the fur- 
rounding foft parts are ever allowed to © 
nicerate. When ulceration takes place, — 
the parts foon aflume all the appearances 
of the true venereal ulcer, of which F- 
have already given a defeription. , 
The fame bones upon which nodes moft 
frequently form are liable to tumours of - 
a different kind, which, from their bear- 
ing a refemblance to nodes,, have impro-— 
-perly been diftinguifhed by the fame ap- 
pellation. By fome, indeed, all tumours 
upon thefe parts, as well as fuch as occur 
in this difeafe upon the tendons, ligaments, 
and fafcie of the mu(cles, are confidered 
as nodes. This proceeds from the confu- 
{ed- manner in which thefe fymptoms were 
defcribed by thofe authors who firft wrote 
upon the fiibjeét, and by which others have | 
fince been mifled. It requires, however, | 
rio nice difcrimination to perceive that the 
tumours to which thefe parts are liable — 
from Lues Venerea are materially diffe- — 
: : | rent — 
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rent in their formation, and requiring al- 
fo a difference of treatment, it becomes an 
object of no fmall importance to have this 
pointed out. | 

The tumours which moft refemble nodes 
are produced by an effufion of a {mall 
quantity of matter between the perio- 
‘fteim and bone. This feems to proceed 
from the internal furface of the periofteum 
becoming flightly inflamed, by which a 
few drops of a colourlefs fluid are poured 
out upon the furface of the bone. If not 
prevented by an early exhibition of mer- 
cury, the tumour, which was at firft fo 
fmall as to be with difficulty perceived, 
becomes gradually larger, and from being 
hard and colourlefs, it becomes foft and 
inflamed. Even when of the greatett 
bulk, however, at which it commonly ar- 
rives, this tumour does not exceed the fize 
of the real node; for the periofteum not 
being capable of much diftenfion, it either 
foon burfts, or the tumour becoming very 
painful, relief is obtained by making an 
ets into it. 


- 
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Thefe tumours, although at firft always. 
hard, are by no means fo firmias nodes. | 
This, even in their commencement, ferves 
as a fufficient mark of diftin@ion between 


them; and where matter is formed, as the — 
tumour is thinly covered, a flu@tuation 1s — 
foon perceived, by which, in the progrefs — 
of the difeafe, it is clearly and evidently 


diftinguifhed from noes, which always 
remain hard to the lait. 


4 


3 


When tumours of this defcription aiken : 
burft or are laid open, although the bone 
may be found to be rough and carious, no 
fwelling is difcovered; and on the ulcer 
healing by the means to’ be hereafter men- 


tioned, the parts.appear to be reduced to. 


the level of the furrounding ikin; where- 


as in real nodes, the tumour of the bone 
remains nearly, or perhaps entirely of the 


fame fize during the life of the patient, 
nor has mercury, or any external applica~ 


tion any effed in reducing it. Some in- 


deed entertain a different. opinion, but 

where. venereal tumours upon the bones 

have been removed by TGR GUNS»? TI have 
ee much: 
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much reafon to think that they have not 
been real nodes, but merely thofe {mall 
‘tumours produced by effufion which we 
have juft been confidering. At leatt this 
has happened in different cafes in which 
I have been concerned, where tumours, 
which at firft were fuppofed to be formed 
of bone, appeared afterwards to proceed 
' from effufion; and I have not met with a 
fingle inftance of a tumour evidently oi- 
feus being ever entirely removed by mer- 
-cury, or any other medicine. | 
- Befides the tumours that we have thus 
been {peaking of, there is ftill another, by 
fome alfo improperly termed a Node, with 
which the parts covering the hard bones 
are not unfrequently attacked in Lues Ve- 
~nerea. This variety of tumour occurs 
more early in the difeafe than nodes, and 
proceeds moft frequently as I have obfer- 
ved above, from expofure to cold and 
dampnefs. It is alfo diftinguifhed from 
the real node from its taking place in var 
rious parts of the body at once. — 

I3 The 
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The patient at firft complains of pains 


over the whole affected limbs; but -he 
foon finds that one part of each limb is 
more feverely pained than the reft. In 


the legs this happens about the middle of - | 
the tibia and fibula. In the thighs it oc- 
curs at the middle of the femur, and in — 


the arms along the whole courfe of the 0s 
humeri, radius and ulna. , 


For the moft part thefe pains are COn- — 


_ fidered by the patient as rheumatic ; and 


I have known many inftances, even of © 


practitioners being deceived with them. 


No advantage, however, is obtained from _ 
thofe medicines which ufually give relief 


in rheumatifm ; and at laft the parts from 


whence the pains chiefly proceed are found 


to be fwelled. But this fwelling is very 


different from that fulnefs of parts which _ 
occurs in rheumati{m; and it differs ma- — 


terially from the latter, in the parts which ~ 


it attacks, The rheumatic fwelling js _ 
chiefly confined to joints. In very fevere | 


cafes it no doubt ftretches over every part 


of a limb, but it very commonly origi- 


nates 
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mates and remains moft permanently in 
the joints :, Whereas venereal fwellings, 
and the pains with which they are accom- 
panied, although they fometimes ftretch. 
towards the joints, they very univerfally 
fix upon thofe parts of the limb that lie 
_ between one joint and another. In rheu- 
 matifm the whole circumference of the 
limb. becomes fwelled in nearly an equal 
_ degree, while in the other the tumour is 
 circumf{cribed, being moft frequently con-— 
fined to lefs than one half of the circum- 
_ ference of the limb; or when one limb 
is affected in different parts, as often hap- 
pens in the fore-arm between the elbow 
and wrift, the feat of each tumour can be 
very diftinctly traced. In the venereal 
fwelling of thefe parts the tumour ts firm, 
and fo deeply feated that ona flight exa- 
‘mination it is often fuppofed to form part 
of the bone itfelf, while that {welling 
which takes place in rheumatifm 1s Of: aye 
more compreflible nature, and appears even 
onthe flighteft examination to be altoge- 
ther free from the bone beneath. 

3 I4 : By 


_. boii 
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By attention to thefe circumftances, as 


well as from the hiftory of the cafe, we — 


need never be under much difficulty in 
judging of the nature of thefe fwellings, 
‘nor in determining when they are véne- 


real and when of a rheumatic nature. It 


is a prevailing opinion, that the difference 
between them is fufficiently marked by the 
pain when venereal, being particularly fe- 


vere when the patient is warm in bed, while _ 


the contrary 1s fuppofed to happen in rheu- | 


matifm. I have not found, however, that — 


any dependence can be placed upon this; for 


both are apt to be very differently affec- — 
ted by the fame caufe in different patients, — 


and even in the fame patients at different 
times. Venereal pains in the bones and 


periofteum, are’ no doubt ina great pro- — 


_ portion of cafes much aggravated by the 
warmth of a bed; but this is alfo in vari- 
ous infiances the cafe in rheumatifm. 
Venereal pains of this defcription feem 
always to originate in the periofteum, and 
to proceed from fome degree of inflamma- 
tion, which firlt begins in that membrane, 
| and 
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and proceeds from it to the furrounding » 
parts. Like every inflammatory affection 
of membranous parts, it does not readily 
terminate in fuppuration. I have feldom 
known matter form in it: Nor do thofe 
ferous effufions take place here which are 
fo frequent in rheumatif{m; a circum- 
ftance:which conftitutes. another charac- 
teriftic diftin@tion between the two dif- 
eafes ; for rheumatifm feldom arrives at a 
great height without fwellings taking place 
in the parts chiefly affected, and almoft all 
tumours purely rheumatic appear to be of 
the ferous kind. 

Almoft every author who has written 
upon Lués Venerea defcribes affections of 
the ligaments, tendons, and fafcie of 
mufcles, as frequent fymptoms: This, 
however, is far from being confiftent with 
my experience ; nor do I fuppofe that they 
ever take place but in the moft advanced 
ftages of the difeafe. 

My own obfervation having led to this 
conclufion, I was induced to converfe and - 
to correfpond upon the fubject with others, 
who, from having much employment in 

this 
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his: branch of pra@ice I had resfontce 
fupppofe would be able to give me the 
beft account of it. The prepoffeffion 


which they had received from books had _ 
prevented them from entertaining a doubt 


of the frequency of this fymptom, but 


none of them had feen it fo often as to be 


able from his own obfervation to give a 
difting or well-marked account of it. 
Venereal ulcers often penetrate to liga- 
ments, tendons, and other. deep-feated 
parts. In this manner every practitioner 


muft have feen thofe parts affected: with 


the virus of this difeafe ; but in thefe it 


uniformly appears firft in the fkin, and 
proceeds to the parts beneath. Of fwel- 


lings in the hgaments, tendons, or fafcie 


of mufcles from this caufe I have met 


with few inftances ; 3 and even of thefe 
fome were of a doubtful nature, as they 
eccurred in fcrophulous conttitutions, 


Swellings of this defcription in liga- 
mentous or tendinous parts, are not fo 
painful as tumours of the periofteum and _ 


hones. They are fmall and circumfcrib- 
ed's 
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ed: At firft hard and colourlefs, and af- 
terwards on the fkin becoming red, they 
turn foft, and foon burft. The matter 
_which they difcharge perhaps never par- 
takes of purulency: It is thin, and either 
nearly colourlefs or fomewhat tinged with 
blood. The fores which enfue are foul, 
and ufually more difficult of cure than any 
other that we meet with in this difeafe. 
I have feen different cafes of tumours-of 
a confiderable fize, feated upon tendons 
as well as upon aponeurotic expanfions, 
fufpected to be venereal. Thefe have 
commonly been hard, and where they 
have come to create much uneafinefs I 
have had occafion, in fome inftances, to. 
remove them with the fcalpel. Two of 
thefe were on the arm upon the tendinous 
part of the biceps ; and although in both 
they had been fufpected to be venereal, a 
_ very decifive proof was obtained of the. 
_ contrary, for they were both extirpated, 
__and the fores healed eafily without mer- — 
_ gury being given. 

§ 4. 
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Of Venercal Excrefcences about the Anus. 


Tue parts of generation in both fexes 
are lable to be attacked with warty ex- 
erefcences in Gonorrheea, moft frequent- 
ly towards the end of the difeafe, when 
the running is nearly gone. In fome cafes 
they {pread over all the contiguous parts, 
and even reach to the anus; but however 
extenfively this may happen, excrefcences, _ 
of this warty nature in Gonorrhoea are. 
always local, as we judge from their not 
being removed by mercury, and from find- 
ing that topical remedies are alone to be 
depended upon for a cure *. 

But befides thefe, the parts about the 


anus are occafionally attacked with ex- — 


crefcences truly venereal, which appear 
: in 


* See Vol. I. Chapter II. Section 13: 
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in-the latter ftages of fyphilis only, and 
of which we cannot accomplifh a cure im 
any other way than with a complete 
courfe of ‘mercury. They are eafily re- 
moved, either with the {calpel or efchar- 
rotics; but if mercury is not adminiftered 3 
they foon return with more virulence 
than at firil. 

In fome cafes they appear at the pa 
time with venereal blotches-in other parts 
of the body, which in many inftances they 
; reiemble, being raifed or elevated above 
the contiguous furface. Till of late I had 
‘not feen them but as a fymptom of Sib- 
bens, and | did not fuppole that they took 
place in the ordinary form of Lues Venc- 
yea. Ihave now, however, met with a 
/fuficient number of inftances to convince 
“me that in this I was miflaken, and which 

thew that they not only occur along with 
- eruptions in other parts of the ‘body, but » 
that altogether independent of thefe, they 


= | appear as a diftinct fymptom in ftill more 


advanced. perieds of the difeafe. 
‘They 
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“They are not fo hard as thofe warts 
which fucceed to Gonorrhea ; they are 


more of a flefhy nature, more tender, and © 


therefore more apt to bleed. ‘They have 
a more uniform furface; and inftead of 
being formed of a number of fmall warts 
connected together, as thefe tumours about 
the anus produced by Gonorrhcea ufually 
are, we find them compofed of one uni- 
form mafs. | 


They do not approach fo near to the 


verge of the anus as warty excrefcences 
commonly do, being for the moft part of 
the greateft extent and moft elevated near 
to the tuberofity of the ifchium. In fome 


cafes they become ulcerated, and difcharge 5 


a great deal of very offenfive matter ; and 


when this happens in women they appear ~ 


_fometimes to be productive of buboes; 
at leaft in different cafes where buboes 


occurred in women, no other fource of ~— 


infection could be perceived. Why they 


fhould not be the caufe of buboes in men 
may be difficult to explain; but although ~ 
Ihave often met with them in men ina 


ftate 


—se CO 
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ftate of obvious ulceration, I never knew 
buboes fucceed to them. Perhaps in men 
the lymphatic veflels of thefe parts do not 
-pafs through any external - conglobate 
glands, and if this is the cafe they cannot 
_ produce buboes ; for in the hiftory of bu- 
: boes we have feen that the matter of -Lues 
_Venerea does not excite fwelling or ob- 
ftruétion in any of the internal glands. _ 
. For the moft part the ulceration which 
takes place in thefe excrefcences is f{uper- 
ficial, and does not reach beneath the fur- 
face. In fome inftances, however, finufes 
form in them. In this manner I once 
knew a fiftula ani produced, for which it 
“was neceflary to perform the ufual opera- 
tion after the patient was cured of Lues 
.Venerea. centers 
Like other fymptoms of Syphilis thefe 
_excrefcences either continue nearly in the 
fame ftate, or become gradually worfe, as 
long as no remedy is employed for the 
cure of the difeafe in the conftitution. 
_ They never difappear either entirely or in 
part by any effort of the fyftem; but if 
2 : by 


128 | Of the Symptoms Ch. IV. 


by a partial courfe of mercury their pro- — 
grefs is interrupted, although the virus of 
the difeafe is not completely extinguifhed 
they foon become lefs active than they 
were before; in courfe of time they difap- 
pear altogether, and with whatever vio- 
lence the difeafe may break out in other: 
parts of the body, it does not again excite 
a recurrence of the excrefcences. In the 
latter ftages of Lues Venerea, when by a 
long continuance of the difeafe the whole 
fyftem may be fuppofed to be contaminat- _ 
ed, we find a variety of fymptoms exift- 
ing at the fame time; otherwife this,as 
Ihave already had occafion to obferve, 
does not readily happen; nor do we com- 
monly find early in the difeafe more than 
ene or two of the fymptoms fubhiling at. 
once. | 


§ 10. 
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© Of Stweilings of the Teftes.' 


, IN FLAMMATION communicated along 
the urethra in Gonorrhea is the moft fe: | 
quent caufe of fwelling of the teftes. This 
has induced many to fuppofe, and fome to 
affert, that this fymptom i is never induced 
3 by Lues Venerea:; that it is always a lo- 
cal affection, and never produced by any 
difeafe of the conftitution. 
That this is very generally the cafe I 
‘will admit ; for in a great proportion of — 
cafes we can clearly trace the difeafe to a 
local canfe, and it is moft eafily removed 
by local remedies ;“but this does ‘not al- 
‘ways happen, for 1 have met! with varicus 
‘well-marked inftances of fwelling of ‘the 
teftes’ from ‘difeafe of the fyftem alone. 
“Thole ‘who doubt the fact will afk, In 
what manner can this be a{certained? By 
evo. II. K / the 
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the fwelling coming on without external 


injury ; by not being preceded by Gonor- 


rhoea ; by the patient being known to be 


infedted with Lues Venerea at the time; _ 
and by the {welling being with eafe and ~ 


certainty removed by mercury, while it 


daily becomes worfe as long as thofe reme- : 


dies .are. employed which ufually prove — 


effectual i in {welling of. the teftes arting 
from Gonorrhea, 


With me thefe Bee es afford 
complete conviction, . and as I have re- 


peatedly. met with them, I judge t the. fad : ; 


to be clearly eftablifhed. 


The very firft approach of t this Suelline 1 
exhibits a difference between it and that 


SD = 


which ‘proceeds from Gonorrhea, Ing 
this laf a confiderable. degree. of pain . 
prevails from the firft; and the difeafe be- 
gins in. the epidydimis ; ; but in the fwell- 
ing from Lues Venerea the patient for a) 
confiderable time feels only a flight deam 
gree of uneafinels, and. even on the far- - 


ther progrefs of the difeafe any pain that 
takes place is ‘net acute, but dull and obs 


tule,” 
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tufe, fuch as might be fuppofed to proceed © 
chiefly. from the. additional bulk aid 
weight of the teftis, The body of he 
- tefticle is always firft affe@ed 3 and it. is 
only where the .difeafe is neglected, or 
where the nature of it 1s miftaken, and 
- mercury judged to be improper, that the 
{welling proceeds to the epidydimis. 
__ Thefe circumftances of themfelves might 
 fufficiently diftinguifh the one variety of 
fwelling from the other; but we alfo ob- 
-ferye that,in the {welling from Gonor- 
rhoea the {crotum becomes red and pain- 
fal yery early in the difeafe, by the in- 
flammation fpreading from the tefticle; | 
whereas in.the other the fcrotum is very 
feldom affeGed, and in no inftance till 
the difeafe has been of lone. duration. 
Hence in the one the patient can fcarcely 
admit of the parts being touched, while 
in the other little or no pain, is produced, 
even when freely handled. .In the her-_ 
* Ai humoralis; BSit 18 termed, the whole 
‘contiguous parts feem often to fympathife 
noth the difeafe in the teftis,, by the pain 
! K 2 tpreading 
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{pr -eading along ‘the eroins, and over all 
the upper part of the thighs and abdomen 


eb while in the other the pain ts either’ con- “i 


' fined entirely to the tefticle or to the 
courfe of the fpermatic cord. >In this the 
fwelling comes flowly and siaatially toa 


later ize: infomuch that-fome weeks will : 
pafs before it arrives near to its height | : 
while in the other the tumour is common- 


ly as largé in the ‘courfe of forty-cight 
‘houts as’it ever becomes. - | 


Thofé who doubt of the exiftence of | 


fwelled'teftes from Lues Venerea affert, 
‘that where the tefticle becomes hard and 


eee 


: ‘enlarged, where no external violence has _ 


been applied. to it, and without being pre- 
ceded by Gonorrhcea, that the difeafe is 


always to ‘be confidered ‘as of the true 


re 


{chirrous kind, forming’ what in- general i 
4s called farcocele. This, however, is by q 
no means thé cafe, and: the means of ‘dif. 
-tinguifliing - between farcocele and the true 
venereal {welling of the tefticle are nume-_ 
yous and obvious. ‘In the former the'tef 4 


“ticle is hard. from the firft.. The patient — 
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is, from. the firft commencement, of the 
difeafe, diftreffed with fharp flinging pains 
_ through’ the body | of the tumour, and by - 
degrees; thefe become.as fevere.as they 

ufually-are in. any. cafe of cancer. ..The 
 fwelling,. although, at firft fmooth, foon 
becomes ,knotty,and unequal, and.at-laft 
the’ difeafe very, conftantly, attacks . the 
fpermatic, cord;.which,alfo becomes hard, 
knotty,| and painful.;, Now, ina fwelled 
teftis from Lues Venerea, although a con- 
_fiderable degree of firmnefs takes place, 
it is by no means of the. hard nature of 


 {chirrus. We meet with no ftinging pains, 


not.evenin the. moft advanced flages of 
the difeate,. The fwelling never becomes 
hard, and. knotty, ;but :retains a {mooth, 
equal furface, and, we incet with few in- 
_ flances of its proceeding to ee {permatic 
Gord... f.. its fe 
In addition to the defeription which. I 
have given of the difeaie, I may remark, 
that in its; more advanced; ftages this 
{welling fometimes  fuppurates, and dif- 
_ charges purulent matter ; while m farco- 
| Kr eae cele, 


7 
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-eéle, whenever the’ ttimour burfts, it yields . 


nothing but a thin, bloody fanies, as com- 
monly happens in’ all ‘cafes df cancer. 


The fores which enfue to the burfting of 
thefe tumours are fully as different) in — 


their appearances as the tumours are dif-— 


ferent by which they wete produced. In - 
the farcocele the edges of the foré'are hard — 
and retorted, accompanied with every ‘ 
other appearance that tifnally takes place | 
jn cancet; whereas in the venereal fwel- q 
led tefticle, although the edges of the fore 
are hard, they are neither raifed nor’ re-_ 
torted’; and the fore while it is foul and — 
floughy, as venereal fores always are, ex- 


hibits no appearances of cancer. 


' In very advanced {tates of this difeafe | 
‘we fometimes find it accompanied with » 


effufions mto the ‘tunica vaginalis teftis, 


if producing what may be termed a compli- 


cated hydrocele. This, however, is a cir- 
cumftance equally common to every tu- 
mour of the fame magnitude and duta-_ 


tion to which the tefticle is liable. ‘Teg 
even fometimes fucceeds to hernia hu-_ 
moralis, ~ 
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moralis, but not fo frequently as to fwel- 
lings of greater permanency. 
2 If this affeGtion of the teftes is neither 
uncommon nor difficult to diftinguith, it 
_ may be faid that the particular defcription 
which is here given of it is unneceflary ; 
and I fhould have judged it to be fo, if in 
fome late publications a contrary opinion. 
had not been fttongly inculeated.’ Even 
4 this would not have been a flifficient reafon 
for dwelling long upon any point of little 
importance; but in the fubject we are now 
confidering many circumftances are in- 
volved. Any theory that cam be eftablifh-. 
ed of thé nature of the venereal poifon, 
and of the meatis employed for removing 
it from the conftitution, 1s in fome mea-~: 
fure connected with it; while atthe fame 
time, it is obvioufly a point om real 2moR 
~ tical importance. ~ : 
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logifts; or falling off of the hair, ie be. q 


produced by different caufes ;, but.,it is, 


moft frequently met with as a fymptom_ d 
of Lues Venerea, in. the more. esis | 


flages of the’ dileafe. , 


‘The hair of the head, firt beac im. 
greater quantities ‘than ufual on beme. 


combed. © ‘Fhe eye-brows, become. more 


thinly covered, and 1. ftop] be not put to 


the difeafe of the conftitution, all the hair 
of the head as well as of the other parts 
_ of the body, foon falls off. : 


Before the hair begins to feparate, a 


fcurf is ufually perceived among the roots 


of it, which comes away in great quanti- — 
ties on the head being combed, common- ~ 


ily 


/ 


SeQ.Ih of Lues Venerea. 137 


~ Ly. an, the form, of,fine .bran,,.; On, this : 
fcurf being reTBOsEG, the, Akin, beneath has 
not ian ae ‘af f pein her etl 
and the fame. Kind of brany, powder, forms 
repeatedly on, the fame. parts, although 


carefully remoyed from day, £0 day. af 


| In, fome. inflances the, hair, As renewed 
in as great quantity as at. firkk ; ‘but’ this i ds 
not a.frequent ,occurrence ; neg only, hap; 
pens during youth, and. where the virus, of , 
the difeafe is quickly and completely era- | 
dicated. In more advanced periods of 


life it always remains thin, not only upon 


the head, but on the eye- -brows ; ; and when 
the eye-lathes fall out from this cauile they 
very feldom return. | 

As mercury. has commonly been given 
before the hair begins to feparate, and 


_ often in confiderable quantities, this fymp- 


oe 


tom ‘has by fome been fuppofed, to be more 


the/eitet of the medicine than of the dit 


- eafes This however, has not, been the relult 


of mny obfervation,, L havefven different in- 


 ftaneés of the hair dropping offin Lues Ve- 


tod: eins nerea, 
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herea, where iio merctity had been éni- 
ployed: were it produéed by méicury, 
it would néceflarily occtir moré frequents 
ly, and with equal réadinefs itt evety dif- 
eafe for which mercury is preféribed. 

I confider it to be in almoft every-in- 


ftance the effect of that fcurf which in 


Lues Venétea fometimes forms among the 
roots of the hair. The matter by which 


ise fcurt is s prodated ane accefs to | tee 


the parts below. 


ee ee 
Of Blindne/s\as w Symptom of Lues Venerea. 
In the firft Chapter of this work fome 


account is given of blindnefs produced-by 
the retropulfion of the matter of Gonor- 


vee 


rhea. But blindnefs which takes place — 
in Lues Veneréa is materially different » 


both ‘ 
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both in its rife and progief, and in the 
remedies by which’ it: is. with: thoft’ céf- 
Rpenty removed. iit LIC 

Blindness from Gondeetices is always 
accompanied with much pain, A great 
‘degrée of irritability, along with a plenti- 
fap difcharge of matter from the eyes, and 
more ‘or lefs’ inflammation, are the firt 
fymptoms of thé diftafe. ‘But in Lies 
WVenerea, lofs of vifion, to a confiderable 
extent, has’ commonly’takén place long 
‘before miich pain is experienced ; and if 
‘inflammati6n ever occurs, it is not im any 
‘remarkable degree. | 

'The mattér of Tues Vendies 4s in. 
different ways in producing blindnefs. 
Otle of the moft frequent feems to be by 
anjuring: the optic nerves, whether by ad@- 
ing immediately upon the nerve itfelf, or 
‘by firft exciting effufion, or the formation 
of tumours in the contiguous parts, by 
“which compreflion of the nerve is at laft 
| produced. shi 
AES MEL in this manner I conceive that 
- gutta ferena takes place in the latter {tages 
RTs Awd of 
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fre) Lues Venerea.,, In fome. cafes it comes 
on.in a gradual manner. » The fight, be- 
comes lefs perfect from day, to,day ; and 
both the patient,and his,friends are fur- .- 
prifed that: this) fhould happen while the 
external appearance of the ,eye:is not.af- 
fected., , But forthe mott part.the: difeafe ; 
takes place. almoft inftantanecoufly, the, Pa 
tient being-entirely deprived of vifion .m 
the. courfe of a, minute, or, two from, the 
time that his. eyes became uneafy.. Still - 
othe, external , parts, of the eyes remain 
ilsteds and PP aouble aS aris, grate ‘af 
ccontraction,.. eyen., when ‘sspalet to: the 
firongett light.;hows jal eve ship 


In fome .cafes only. one eye, is Cee oe 


but for the moft, part the difeate 2 attacks 
both at the fame time. Y = 
_ Cataracts fometimes form. eG: a 
caule. I have met with different inftan- 
ces ,of cataracts in the latter, {tages of 
Lues Venerea, when no other caute could 
be affigned forjits and 1 conclude h. it-it 
was the effect of the vencreal poifon, from 
the, 
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the peculiar manner of its approach. The 
Jens'is at firft'only partially affe@ted, white 
ftveaks' appear’ upon ‘different parts of it, 
which extend by degreés, fo'as to aah la 
er over the whole of it. 9” | 
“But the’ moft frequent éffed of the ve- 
nereal ‘virus’ upon the ‘eye appears upon 
the vitreous and’ aqueous “humours, and 
‘on-the lucid: part of the cornea. In fome 
cafes thefe humours are’deprived of their 
watural tranfparency, they become fome- 
what milky; andvat laft completely opake. 
At other .times this ftaté of the humours 
is evidently connected with opacity of the 
lucid cornea, which becomes white and 
thickened, and in fome inftances fo pro- 
minent as to disfigure the whole globe of 
‘the eye. When this difeafed ftate of the 
coats of the eye, and of the humours which 
they contain, occur at the:fame time, the , 
whole body of the eye affords the :appear- 
lance of one confufed mais. 9 Neither the 
-chryftalline. lens, nor any particular part 
of the eye can be diftingufhed:. 7 
rie orte regres petri rey | Canc, aan Before 


re 
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»- Before this. opacity takes place in the 
cornea, a number of obftructed veflels are ~ 
“perceived on it, accompanied with fome 
degree of tendernefs on being. expofed to 
light: This gives caufe to fuppofe that-i in- 
flammation ji is about to occur ;-but the dif- 
eafe. in this form makes no farther pro- 
grefs. The cornea in fome fpots becomes 
white. and opake, probably by the effufion 
of part of the contents of thefe turgid vel- 
fels ; but all this takes place with little ,or 
no pain, and without any of the ordinary 
concomitants of inflammation. Neither 
does this whitenefs of the cornea termi- 
nate in fuppuration, as. opacity of. this 
membrane produced by inflammation. is 
apt to do. It becomes even more white 
than the tunica albuginea itfelf, and evi- 
dently more thickened, but) I never faw 

matter form in it. Ya 
+ In fome cafés. the hehcion virus aes 
upon the eye-lids, and chiefly upon their 
cartilaginous: boarders. This fometimes — 
happens by itfelf, but for the moft part it 
is connected with fyphilitic eruptions in 
other . 
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i ather parts of the body., The -parts:be- 
come, red. and. fomewhat tender, and an 
effufion takes. place. among the eye-lahhes, 
7 either j inthe form of a dry fcurf, or of a 
gummy vifcid matter, In this laf cafe 
the. effufion proves always extremely trOU 
blefome, . particularly, after. fleep,. as Ip 
glues the eye-lids fo firmly together as to 
render At difficult, and even painful to 
open them... pee é 
In this affection OF ages eye- tae I hacia 
in different. inftances, obferved a fymp- 
tem which has. not, fo. far as I :knew, 
‘been taken notice of by. authors; The 
- tears at firtt form in.drops near the in- 
“ternal angle. of the eye, and this termi-. 
nates in a_conftant trickling over ,the 
cheeks. Thofe who are not accuftomed 
to examine the eyes in this fate are apt to 
confider this flow of tears as the com- 
mencement of fiftula lachrymalis, where- 
as it proceeds from a caufe which tends ef- 
fectually to prevent the formation of this 
_. difeafe. On minute infpedtion, it appears 
evidently to arife from the pundta lachry- 
| malia 


“ 
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malia’ seid obftructed by the vifcid mate 
Liosy forming t upon. the cartilages: of the eye- 
lids, by which the tears which: fhould pafs 
by thefe openings: into the lachrymal fac, 
and from thence into the nofe, are necef- 
farily forced over the cheeks. — In fome 
cafes this weeping ftate of the €yes proves 
to be temporary, and difappears with the 
caufe by which it was: produced ; | but! in 
others it continues permanent, owing : ee 
fuppofe, to the. puncta being obliterated by 
the long continuance of the difedfes? Mi 
This conftant’ flow of tears over the 
éye-lids proves always troublefome, and 
in fome cafes even painful, ‘by exciting 
tendernefs, and -occafionally fome degree r4 
OF ulceration of the OEE RS: : 
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ab pes | 
«Of Deafne/s from Lues Venerea. i 


| Warn treating, of the venereal fore 
_ throat in § 4. of this fection, I had oc- 


- cafioni to remark that a certain degree of 
_ deafnefs is, in fome cafes, a confequence of 


that fymptom, the end of the Euftachian 
“tube, when it terminates in the. throat, 
being obftruéted. The effet refulting 
from this being in fome inftances confi- 
_ derable, we are led to fuppofe that this 
paflage to the ear is of no {mall impor- 
tance to the fenfe of hearing; I have 
known a very diftrefsful degree of deaf- 
nefs produced by it. 
- Befides this, the venereal difeafe in fome 
-inftances excites deafnefs by fixing upon 
the ear itfelf. The bones feem to be moft 
liable to be attacked with it. When this 
takes place the patient is at firft feized 
iq gh one 8 Rea L with 
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with a partial lofs of hearing. This is | 
fucceeded by a difcharge of foetid ill-co-— 
-loured matter; and in fome cafes the bones 
themfelves come away. I need {carcely 
obferve, that to this a total and perma- 
nent lofs of hearing always enfues. 

Where venereal blotches prevail uni- | 
-verfally over the body, and have been of 
long duration, they fometimes fix upon 
the ear, chiefly upon the lap of it. In fome 
cafes I have known them to affect the 
‘meatus externus fo as to induce temporary | 
_deafnefs. In this event the paflage is ei- 
ther ftuffed with a dry feurfy matter, or 

the lining membrane of the paflage be- 
comes thickened, and occafionally tender 

and ulcerated. If this proceeds no far- 
- ther into the eara recovery may ftill take 
place; but as the fame kind of tendernefs | 
is apt to attack the tympanum, deafnefs 
even from this caufe often proves perma- 
nent, | : 


§ 14. 
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§ 14. 
| of Anomalous Syinblaibe 


Beene: the ante od of which I have 
_ given a defcription, we alfo meet with 
others which from their appearing with 
lefs regularity may be termed Anomalous. 
They occur occafionally in every ftage of 
_ the difeafe, but with moft frequency when 
the infection has been of long duration. 
The moft diftrefsful of thefe fymptoms 
are chops, or clefts in the palms of the 
hands and foles of the feet. A red fome- 
what purple-coloured eruption appears 
upon the fkin of thefe parts. The cuticle 
“feparates and comes away : Still the fkin 
remains difcoloured; and at laft chops 
form in different parts of it. They gene- 
rally remain dry, but in fome inftances 
_ they difcharge a thin acrid matter, They 
- are feldom painful ; but they are always. 
La2 . obftinate 
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obftinate and dificule to cure 5 a the 
cuticle is in fome cafes 'fo completely re- 
moved, that by the tendernefs which fuc- 
ceeds to this the patient is for a confider- 
able time deprived of the ufe both of his 
hands and feet. | 
In fome a difpofition is formed in the 
fkin and cellular fubftance of different — 
parts of the body to, become thick, rough, — 
and unequal, producing what by Nofolo- — 
vifts is termed Elephantiafis, or at leaft an % 
appearance which very much refembles 
that difeafe. In moft inftances where this 
has taken place, different parts of the body 
have been affected with it at once; butin — 


others I have known it confined to one of — 


the extremities. Inthe flighter degrees of 
this fymptom the inconvenience which it 
excites is inconfiderable, and it is feldom E 
accompanied with much pain ; but where 
the limbs fwell fo much as they fometimes 
do, the diftrefs with which it is accom- — 
panied 1s neceflarily fevere. A limb which 3 
fwells from this caufe becomes fir tt very i 
unwieldy 5 ; and on the increafe of the fwel- 

ling, 4 
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ling, it at laft burfts into fores, which dif 
charge a thin acrid matter, are always 
foul, and feldem heal. 

I have met with different lhaase of 
this thickening of the teguments in the 
fcrotum. The {kin retains its natural co- 
lour';: but it becomes firm, and fo much 
thickened as to form a tumour which in’ 
fome cafes acquires a very confiderable — 
bulk. All of them that have fallen with- 
in my obfervation. came from warmer 
climates, and two of them were in ne- 
groes. They had been miftaken both for 
hydrocele and hernia, but I found in all 
of them that the tumour was produced 
entirely by a thickened. ftate of © the {cro-. 
tum. 

_. From.a hernia in adie fcrotum they are 

diftinguithed- by the fpermatic cord be- 

ing entirely free of {welling 3. by the ab- 

fence ofall the fymptoms.of hernia; and 
by the. fwelling being much more firm 

than it ever isin hernia. The fame de-, 
gree of firmnefs, ferves to diftinguith it 
from hydrocele, for no impreffion is made 

| L 3 20) pon 
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upon it by preflure ; ; andie 18 farther di 
ftinguifhed from it by its weight, being 
much heavier than any tumour of equal 
magnitude containing a fluid. 

This fwelling of the fcrotum bears 2 — 
greater refemblance to farcocele, or a 
{chirrous tefticle, than to any other affec- 
tion of thefe parts. It is chiefly diftin- 
vuifhed from farcocele ' by being totally — 
free of pain, and from being of an equal _ 
fmooth furface; while the other is not 
only Uh eaten ay with pain, but 1 1S knot- 
ty and unequal. » | ? 

As the fores ade ultimately form up- 
on thefe tumours are apt to affume a can- 
cerous appearance, and ulcers of a fimilar 
afpect being fometimes obferved to fuc- 
ceed to buboes, fome have been thereby 
induced to confider cancer as a fymptom 
of this difeafe. That the matter of Lues — 
Venerea may occafionally produce’ fores 
which terminate in’ cancer will not be 
difputed ; but we are’ not from’ this to’ 
conclude, either that: the matter of the — 
two difeafés is the fame or that cancer) 


fhould | 
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fhould be confidered as a fymptom of fy- 
philis. | 

-Befides the pains réfembbrbps sheura- | 
tifm, which occur-in» Lues Venerea, and 
of which I had occafion to {peak when - 
treating of nodes and affections of the pe- 
riofteum *, pains of a different kind are. 
apt to take place in the more advanced 
 ftages of the difeafe. They do not remain 
fixed or permanent, but produce fharp 
_ momentary ftings, without leaving {well- - 
ing or any other mark of difeafe behind 
them. They are moft frequent. in the 
neck, temples, and jaws. In the latter 
they are often fufpected to proceed from 
carious teeth, when on examination no- 
thing of this kind is perceived, or if any 
~ of the teeth are fpoiled, no relief is ob- © 
tained from pulling them. A falling out — 
_ of the teeth has been frequently defcribed 
_ as a fymptom of Lues Venerea, but I have 
not met with it excepting where the pa- 
tient had taken a great deal of mercury, | 
- and where it appeared. evidently to pro- 
a ae Hh gees) -. eeed 
nie + Vide § 8, of this fectien. 
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_eeéed'more from the medicine than from — 
the difeafe. 4 
One of ‘the: moft ‘Seen fymptoms of . 

the advanced. flages of fyphilis is atro= 


pon! phstytorian gradual wafting of the body. | 


This is no doubt a frequent effect ofa 
mercurial courfe not properly conducted 5 — 
but it is alfo a fymptom of the difeafe. 
Even where little or no mercury has been | 
given I have known. a«patient become q 
_ much emaciated in the courfe of a fhort 4 


time. From a ftate of obefity, and with © 


a healthy, florid complexion, a perfon . 
will in fome inftances become fuddenly — 
lean, while his face will be wan or fallow, 
as if the veflels were altogether deprived — 


of red, blood. This I confider as one of — 


the moft fatal fymptoms of the difeafe, — 
from which, in the courfe of my Ubieeas 
tion; few or none have ever recovered: | _ 
_ + Irritability and reftlefihefs are two pee : 
toms of this difeafe). When Luesi Vez — 
nérea has been of long duration the fyf — 
tem becomes fo irritable that the moft _ 
trifling occurrences proye difirefsful. No — 
) s application — 


+ 
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Llication can be given to bufinefs; the 


: “patient becerhes fretful and uneafy,. and, 


his nights: are {pent in watching. 
. The conftant anxiety which takes place 
in this fituation is often conneced with — 


‘that ftate of atrophy that I have juft de- 


feribed. It feems in fome cafes indeed, to 


- be the caufe of sit. «Being always accom- 


panied with. an entire lofs of appetite, this 


of itfelf foon reduces the body to ‘the 


moftemaciated fate. | 
But the mofuniverfal Symptom of the 


anomalous kind. which prevails in Lues 
' Venerea is fever. Nor is it confined to 
one ftage of the difeafe. .Occafionally it 
takes place in all-of them. It is necef 


fary, however, to remark, that fever whick 


~ occurs in the ‘commencement of the dif 
eafe is very different from that ‘which 
moft frequently prevails afterwards. The 
firft may. more properly be confidered ‘as 


fymptomatic, being always connected with 


fome local affetion, fuch as bubo, fore 


throat, ulcer, or node, while the: other 
_ often takes place where no other mark of 


aeeiact cae , difeafe 


154 OOF the Symptoms Ch. 1V. 


| dieate can be difcovered. “The one there- 


fore fubfides along with the particular. 


caufe or fymptom by which it was’ pro- 
duced, while the other continues. obfti- 
nate as long’as the virus of the idifeafe re- 
mains in the’ conftitution: © It 1s this laft, 
therefore, which is of moft [importance, 
and merits moft of our attention. pain’ 
This fever is always of the hedtie kind, 


and accompanied with colliquitive fymp- — 
toms, particularly with nocturnal fweats. — 
Hence the patient foon becomes emaciat- 


ed, but a peculiarity occurs in this fever 
not met with in others: at the fame time 


that the patient becomés languid and re~ — 
duced he is commonly able to tranfacét his — 
ordinary bufinefs, and often continues to — 
do fo for.a confiderable time after the — 
fever has taken place. Heis liable to al- 
ternate fits of cold and heat; particularly — 
to much warmth over the whole body in ~ 
the evening; to reftleffhnefs and anxiety 

during the night, and to.a conftant quick- — 


nefs of pulfe ; but thefe fymptoms, as long 


as they have not advanced to a great 4 


£0 3 height, 
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height, do not excite much alarm, and 
the patient, while no local affection takes 
place, continues daily in hopes of tna 
- free of them. 

For a confiderable time both the patient 
and practitioner find it difficult to ac- 
count for thefe fymptoms ; 3 for here Iam 
- fuppofing that as yet no’ outward appear- 
_ance of fyphilis has taken place. They 
are often attributed to cold; in fome 
cafes to an incipient phthifis; and in others. 
to fcrophula. Remedies for one or other 
of thefe difeafes, or perhaps for all of 

them, are accordingly vrefcribed, and no 
advantage being derived from thefe, the 
real caufe of the fever either is not difco- 
_vered, or at laft the difeafe breaks out 

in fome fach obvious form as leaves na 
_caufe to doubt of it. eB. 
~ Among other caufes of this uncertain- 
_ ty may be mentioned an opinion which 
much pains has been taken to inculcate, 
and which of late has unhappily ‘begun 
to prevail among thofe who have not had 
_ fufficient opportunities of being enabled’ 

FS og a | | ASS 
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to judge for themfelves. It has been with 
much confidence afferted, that the matter 
of Lues Venerea cannot exift in the fyf- — 
tem, fo as to induce any fymptom of dif- — 
eafe, without thewing. itfelf upon the fur- © 
face of the body, or in fome fuch manner 
as to be at once clear and evident. We — 
fhall foon have occafion to enter more 
fully upon, the confideration of this quef- 
tion, but at prefent I may obferve, that the J 
opinion to which I allude, although fup- — 
ported with fome ingenuity, appears to be — 
altogether void of foundation, and in di- 
rect contradiction to the obfervation of all 
practitioners of experience; for I hold — 
it as certain that the matter of Lues Ve- 
nerea often exifts in the conftitution fora 
great length of time, and is productive of 
fever, as well as 2 variety of other fymp- 
toms, where no local affection ever enfues. 
- This.may happen where no mercury has > 
been employed ; but we meet withit moft — 
frequently where this medicine has been 
ufed but not in fufficient, quantities, for 
efleding a total removal of the virus: — 
where. | 
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where it therefore remains in the fyftem, 
and after lurking there for a longer or 
fhorter period, according to circumftances, 
it either breaks out early in an obvious 
manner, or before doing fo, excites fever 
or fome other anomalous fymptom of a 
— ftill lefs fufpicious nature. 

In all fuch cafes of doubt we muft be 
, direGted entirely by the hiftory of the rife 
and. progrefs. of. the difeafe, and by our 
own obferyation in fymptoms of a fimilar 
pature, : 


SEC- 
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SECTION IIL 


Of the Venereal V: irus. 


“WAVING in the different parts of the - 
preceding fedion given a defcrip-_ 
tion of the various fymptoms of Lues Ve- 


nerea, I fhall now offer a few remarks up- 


on the virus by which they are produced. — 


Of the real nature of the venereal virus 


no correct knowledge is obtained ; and as — 


it can never be procured in a fimple ftate — 


we can fcarcely expect that much fatisfac- 
tion would refult from any inquiries that — 


could be made concerning it. We meet — 


with it moft frequently mixed with pus 


or mucus, and fometimes with blood and ~ 
ferum ; but fo intimately is it blended — 


with thefe fluids, and fo little are we ac- 


quainted with the peculiar appearances of — 


this matter, that we are not able to di- © 
| ftinguifh — 
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| Mtinguifh it. .By fome the matter of Lues 
WVenerea has been fuppofed,to be of an 
acid nature ; others confidér it as an al- 
kali. One fet of practitioners, have faid 
that it is of a putrefcent quality, while 
others aflert the: reverfe. It is evident, — 


_ however, that all fuch opinions muft be 


_ merely hypothetical, fo long as the matter 
to be inveftigated cannot be made obvious 

to the fenfes in an uncombined ftate. 
But although there may be fome cir- 
--cumftances relative to the matter of fy- 
_ philis which we may never be able to ex- 
plain, there are others which we can trace 
with fome: precifion, and upon which I 
“now mean to offer a few obfervations... I 
allude to fuch as in one fhape or another 
are daily met with by practitioners, of 
which, therefore, all who have paid due 
attention to the hiftory and cure of this — 
difeafe are competent to judge. 

The circumftances to which I fhall ad- 
vert refolve themfelves into the following 
_ queftions : Upon what parts does the mat- 
peter of fyphilis paints act in producing 
on _ Lues 


* 
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. Lues Venereas “Whether: on the. folids ova 
fluids ? ‘When received into the {yftem 
ean the poifon remain there without pro- 


ducing the difeafe? And is it poflible for — 
a perfon with’ the virus in a latent fate, 


and without any mark of difeafe, to com- 


municate'the infection to others ? | 
12) Various: opinions have prevailed upon _ 


06 manner in which the matter of dif 


eafes enters the conftitution. Some con- — 


end that it is taken up folely upon'the 
--furface of the body; others that it enters — 


perhaps entirely by the lungs; while fome | 
are of opinion, that a great proportion of 


_difeafes take their origin in the ftomach 
and alimentary canal. But the point up- 


on which pathological writers have chief- 
ly differed is, Whether the matter of dif- 
eafe, when it has once entered the fy{tem, 
acts moft : gio ana upon the folids or 


fluids : P 


The Humoural Pathology, as it is galls 3 
ed, prevailed univerfally for a great length — 
of time. Difeafes were fuppofed to be@ 


dented chiefly, if not entirely, inthe fluids; — 
Ce ca 
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and fo generally was this opinion. recei- 
ved, that although others were occafion- . 
ally propofed, they were confidered only . 
‘as mnovations, and for the moft part foon 
fell to the ground. ; 
_ Of late, however, the oppofite doavive | 
has begun to be more generally received, 


and it has become fafhionable to explain. 


the phenomena of every difeafe, and the 
‘operation of almeft every medicine em- 
ployed for curing them, by their influence. 
upon the folids. To me it appears that. 
beth opinions have been carried too far ; 
and while one party have fupported one 
| opinion, and. the other the reverfe, that it 
is probable no difeafe of the conftitution 
«an take place without every part of the. 
fyfiem being affe&ted. JI think it evident, 
however, that every difeafe produced by 
contagion adts firft upon the fluids, and 
that the folids are ultimately affected in 
a fecondary way only. tas | 
In Lues Venerea this appears more: 
Bs érisly than can be demonftrated in al- 
_mnoft any other difeafe; and being fo clear- 
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py ihe cafe in one difeafe, it may with 
propriety be confidered as a general proof — 
of the doétrine, even in others, where this. 
kind of proof cannot be obtained ; for if 
it obvioutly happens in one difeafe where 
the matter’ of infe@tion ‘can ‘be clearly ~ 
fhown to: affet the fluids in the firft in- 7 
ftance, we have reafon from analogy to — 
conclude that it may likewife: be fo im ~ 
others, although from a. concurrence of 9 
circumftances it may not ‘be 4 im our power — 
to fhow it. 7 
To ‘enter fully upon ne coniglaeaadeal P 
of the doétrine, a greater length of dif- — 
cuffion would be required than the nature | 
of this work will admit. I fhall there-— 
fore only mention dhortly— fach circum- 
ftances as tend moft clearly to eftablith © 
the opinion which I adopt ; and even this % 
might have been unneceflary if there was © 
not reafon to fuppofe that much inconfift-_ 
ent pradiice would be the confequence of © 
that opinion being admitted, which of — ” 
late a great deal of pains shih beet taken 


to eftabliih, peer) é 4 
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Whatever may be the cafe.in other dif 
eafes, that the fluids are chiefly affe@ed in 
— Lues Venerea, becomes,. I think, evident 
from the following circumftances. 


1. The contagious matter of this dif- 
_eafe ‘is always communicated in a fluid 
‘form. But although this is the cafe, it is 
; alleged, that even upon its firft applica- . 
tion it fhows a tendency to ad@ chiefly 
| upon the folids, by ‘exciting inflammation 
wherever it Gs applied. This appears, 
however, to be only an accidental, not an 
eflential property of the matter; for in- 
ftances are frequent, as I have already 
had occafion to remark, in which it en- 
ters the fyftem without inducing either 
inflammation or erofion. By the acrimo- 
ny which the matter feems to poffefs, in- 
flammation moft frequently takes place on 
‘the fpot to which it is applied, by which 
the correfponding abforbents. are with. 
more certainty made to receive it than 4: 


‘might otherwife be the cafe; but no other — 


_fonclufion can be drawn from this. - It 


Me 2 happens te. 
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happens here, as I have already had-oc- — 
cafion to remark on the practice of ino- 4 
culating for the fmall-pox, that the mat- — 
ter of infeétion does not readily enter the — 
fy ftem where inflammation is not excited; — 
but furely few will fuppofe that we ania 4 
fail in producing either of thefe difeafes, : 
were we poflefied of any method of intro- 
ducing the matter to the common courfe | 
of circulation without exciting i inflamma- q 
tion. Even this, however, has been al- — 
leged by fome; but befides ther circum- 
-ftances which might be mentioned as — 
proofs of the contrary, the cleareft evi- 
dence of it is obtained, and of inflamma-_ 
‘tion not being eflentially neceflayy for the 
production of fmall-pox, from the man-— 
ner in which the natural form of the dif 

eafe ufually appears, where no inflamma, — 
| tion, or any other local affection. is per- 
| ceived till the difeafe has taken place, | 

when the firft effects that occur from it 
are, fever, and quantities of matter thrown 
out upon the furface. This takes place i ing 
a more obyious manner in fiaall- -pOXx, but | f 


ee ee a 


i. te 


Pe ae eee 
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it alfo happens in Lues Venerea, in which 
a great proportion of the {fymptoms are 
evidently produced by contagious matter 
- of a fimiliar nature to that which firft en- 
tered the lymphatics at the time of infec- 
tion, for the matter produced by venereal 
ulcers and eruptions, will very certainly © 
produce every fymptom of the difeafe, if 
- by any means it is thrown into the fyftem 
' of a found perfon. Of this every practi- 
-tioner, I prefume, is fo mich convinced, 
that even thofe who have thought proper 
in theory to fupport a contrary opinion 
would not willingly expofe themfelves to 
the hazard of being infected in this man- 


ener. 


_ 2, It has been a queftion agitated with 
{ome warmth, in what manner does the 
virus act on being conveyed to the. mafs 
of blood? At one. period fermentation 

was confidered as a principal agent in pro- 
ducing difeafe. The matter of infection 

being received 1 into the circulation, ‘it was ? 
e fuppoted by means of fermentation to 
- M 3 poffels 
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> ] 


poftefs a power of converting the whole _ 
fluids of the body into its own nature. — 
This opinion, however, was liable to va- _ 


rious objections, and particularly to this, 
that it is difficult to conceive how fermen- 


tation can go on in circulating fluids. 


In a ftate of extravafation we can eafily — 
fuppofe that it may happen; but while — 
life fubfifts the fluids are kept in fuch per- 
-petual motion that we cannot eafily con- 
ceive how fuch a procefs can take place. — 
But although fermentation, in the full — 
acceptation of the word, may not occur | 


from this caufe, I think it highly pro- 


bable that the matter of all contagious — 


difeafes, and more efpecially the matter 


of Lues Venerea, hasa power of affimilat- - 
ing to its own nature a certain portion, | 
and ultimately, ne the whole fluids ; 


! 


of Bre Rink 


igs The susie or flow’ siepets of te 


- 


affimilating power of the venereal virus — 


may depend ‘on a variety of cireumftan-_ 


ces, which, however, from our’ limited 
knowledge 


A 
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knowledge of the laws of the animal ceco- 
nomy, it. may never be in our power to 
kiana : 


ds While the quantity. of matter ‘thus 3 
affimilated is inconfiderable, no marks of | 
difeafe will be produced, nor will any ef- 
feéts refult from it till it prevails i in fuch 
quantity as to be. capable. of exciting fome 
degree of. morbid irritability i in the living 
principle. , 


5. Frou all ce I conceive e that i in 1 Lues 
_ Venerea. the matter. of contagion | acts in 
the firft inftance upon the. fluids, and that 

the folids.are not otherwife affected, than 
in being excited by this morbid flate of 


tas the fluids. to. fome- degree of unufual ex= 


ertion. for the purpole of throwing them 
_off, by which eruptions. on. the fkin are 
produced, ulcers. on different parts, as 
well as all the other ‘ympRyat of. the. dif- 
eafe. | 


M 4. 6. From 


> * 


168° P “oft the Venereal Virus. Ch. IV. | 


é From this view of rhe origin eh Lues 


Venerea we account for the matter of 


contagion remaining longer inactive in 


fome inftances than in others. Befides 
any difference which may take place in 
the ftate of the fluids upon which the 


matter has to ad, and by which the afli- — 


~milation to which F allude may be ac- 


celerated’ or retarded, the different de- — 
grees of irritability which prevails in dif- — 


ferent perfons, and even in the fame per- 


fon at different times, will alfo co-operate — 


in’ producing ‘an’ early or later formation 
ef the fymptoms; for while’ fome are 


eafily ftimulated, and’ may therefore’ be — 
acted upon’ almoft as foon asthe matter of — 


contagion enters the fyftem, others of 
more fluggifh temperaments may, for the 


production of the fame effect, require the- : 
matter to be accumulated in fuch quanti- 
ties as nothing but a great ccc of time: * 


can-accomplifh. 


7: It may. be faid in oppofition to this: 
epinion, that as. Honh as this accumulated 


ate 
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_ftate of morbid matter is accomplithed, 
the effects of it fhould appear equally up» 
on every part’ of the body 3 for the fluids 
circulatiftig over the whole, the effets of 
any:difeafe to which they are liable fhould 
not be confined to particular parts, as we 
_ find to be the cafe in Lues Venerea. To 
: this it may be anfwered, that many inex- 
_ plicable circumftances occur in every dif 
 eafe, and in this refpe@ that the venereal 
- difeafe ‘is not different from a variety of 
others in which particular parts are more 

apt to be’affected than others, and in which 
- it is equally difficult to explain why they 
- fhould be fo. Thus it is as impoffible to. 
fay, why the matter of gout fhould fix mof 
frequently upon the great toe, as it is to 
explain the caufe of the throat and nofe 
being. particularlyjapt to fuffer in Lues 
_ Venerea. There may be fome kind of at- 


traction between particular parts and the 


matter of certain difeafes; or thefe parts 
may be more eafily irritated than others, 
and, which ever of thefe may be the.cafe 
the fame confequences will enfue. 

| 8. It 
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8. It is aflerted by thofe’'who fupport the — 
¢ontrary opinion, that we cannot in. any | 
inftance difcover the caufe of difeafe to be 
in the fluids... This indeed they are un-— 
der the neceflity of doing in order to give — 
the appearance of probability to their — 
theory in.any cafe. By difcovering, theré- — 
fore, that this affertion is ill-founded, and — 
that in other inftances the fluids are ob- 
vioutly affected, we might from analogy — 
fay, that they are fo in Lues. Venerea, — 
were the proofs which we have adduced 
of it lefs evident than we have fhown 
them to be. Now the aétion of feveral 
other. poifons. upon the fluids is rendered — 

evident to.the fenfes. This is particularly 
the cafe with the poifon of different kinds — 
of vipers, in which ferous effufions take — 
_place-in different parts of the body, often . 
in the courfe of afew hours from the time — 
of the. bite: being: infli@ed, and in which © 
the colour of the whole ferum of the blood - 
is even'in thatsfhort {pace of time tinged — 
_ of a:morbid: heave colour. a 


g. They 5 
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9g. They who are of opinion that ‘the 
caufe of difeafe is not feated in the. fluids, 
are under the neceflity of denying, in 
more inftances than one, what in Lues 
Venerea is well: known) to, be: matter, of 
fa&. They are obliged. to fay that the 
blood is perfe&tly iad, and that neither 
this fluid, nor any of the fecretions:pro- 
_ duced from it are capable of communica- | 
ting infection. A theory being once form- 
ed, every argument that militates againi 
it is apt to be overlooked, while, in order 
_ to fupport it, facts are explained: away in 
_a manner which they will;not bear. This, 
in fome inftances, may’ be. followed. by 
very pernicious confequences, particular- 
ly where fuch modes of. reafoning: are 
adopted and promulgated by authors. of 
ingenuity and reputation ; and as Mr Hun- 
ter of London has gone farther than, any 
‘other author in fupport of the. opinion, » 
‘that the fyphilitic virus cannot be-con- 


Ss, veyed by or affect the fluids, the follow. — 


ing obfervations will. hele particularly 
to = work oe 


-¢ We 
* Vide quarto edition, publifhed in 1786. 
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si We may. obferve, fays Mr Hunter, — 
that even the blood of a pocky perfon has 
no power of contaminating, and is not 
capable of giving the difeafe to another 
even by inoculation ; for if it were cap- | 
able of irritating a found fore toa vene- — 
real inflammation, no perfon that had this 
matter circulating, or had the Lues Ve- 
nerea, could efcape having a venereal fore, — 
whenever he is bled, or receives a {cratch 1 
with a pin, the part fo wounded turning — 
into a chancre,’’ &c. Vide p. 292. Now 
Mr Hunter here affumes as matter of fad 
what is not the cafe; for although aH 
wounds inflidted upon patients labouring 
under Lues Venerea do not become vene- 
real ulcers, ‘yet frequently, and in almoft 
every inftance of the more advanced ftate _ 
of the difeafe they do fo. I have at this 
time a gentleman under my care whofe , 
_cafe affords an inftance of this, where the — 
bites of leeches applied to the {crotum on 
account of inflammation of one of the — 
teftes, the confequence of Gonorrheea, de- 
generated into venereal fores. This I in- 
formed 
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formed him would not have happened 
from Gonorrhcea alone. And upon. in- 
quiry the acknowledged that fix months 
ago he laboured under chancres.and bubo, 
for which he fufpected that he had not 


ufed enough of mercury, and that fora 


week paft he had felt uneafinefs in his 


throat, where I found, on infpection, that 


an ulcer had already formed on one of the 
tonfils. | 

In the courfe of hetinele I have met 
with various inftances of this, and every 


practitioner muft have done fo. It muft 


be remarked, however, that we have fel-. 
dom occafion to take :blood, either with 


- the lancet or leeches, in fymptoms truly 
‘venereal. It is in Gonorrhcea chiefly that 


this remedy becomes neceflary 5 a cir- 


- cumftance, I may obferve, that affords a 


farther proof of the difference of the two 
difeafes ; for while the fymptoms in Go- 


 norrhcea are often fo acute, and the in-— 


flammation fo violent, as to require blood 


to be taken, this almoft never happens in 
| es Venerea, a difeafe 1 in which the parts 


affected 


174 Of the Venereal Virus. Ch. Iv. 


affected becortie sred and of a copper-co- 
lour, accompanied with fome degree of 
uneafinefs, but in which ‘that kind of in- 
| flamimnation requiring blood- letting fearce- 
ly ever takes place. | ae 
‘Mr ‘Hunter was refolved, ; however, not 


to reft fatisfied with afferting \that the ] 


‘blood of a’ ‘venereal patient could not 
communicate infection. In the fame page, 


viz. 292, he even fays, that the .matter | 
produced by {uch ulcers as occur in Lues 


Venerea is not venereal, and that it will 
not produce the difeafe. - That there may 


be no fufpicion of miftake on my part, I | 


fhall-tranfcribe his words. When the 


matter has got into the conftitution it 
from thence produces many local effects 


“on different parts of the body, which are 4 


in general a kind of inflammation, or at 


leaft an increafed action, -occxfioning a 


fuppuration of its own kind; 5 itats. fup 


pofed that the matter produced in confe- 


quence of thefe inflammations, fimilar to — 
the matter from a Gonorrhcea or chancre, — 


is alfo venereal and poifonous. This I _ 


believe 


» 
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believe till now has never been denied, 
and upon the firft view of the fubje@, one 
would be inclined’to fuppofe that it really 
- fhould be venereal; for firft the venereal 
matter is the caufe, and again the fame 
treatment cures both difeafes ; thus mer- 
cury cures both a chancre and Lues Ve- 
~ nerea; however, this is no decifive proof, 
-as mercury cures many difeafes befides 
the venereal. On the other hand, there 
are many ftrong reafons for believing that 
‘the matter is not venereal. There is one 
curious fact, which fhows it is either not 
venereal, or if it be, that it is not capable 
of acting in fome refpects on the body or 
fame ftate of conftitution, as that matter 
does which is produced: froma chancre or 
Gonorrheea, The pus from thefe latter, 
- when abforbed, generally produces a bu- 
bo, as has been defcribed, but we never 
find a bubo from the abforption of matter 
from a pocky fore; for inftance, when 
there is a venereal ulcer in the throat, we 
~ have no buboes in the glands of the neck; 
when there are venereal fores on the arms,” 
oY 


76 Of the Venereal Virus, Ch. IV, 


or even isitiseieals ioibos on the ita 
there are no {wellings of the glands of the 
arm-pit, although fuch will take place if 
frefh veneréal matter is applied to a com- 
mon fore on the arm, hand, or fingers, 
| Beet?” gi : itis poaeeatoan 
Now all this is fuch loofe reafoning as 
‘could not have been looked for in a man, 
of Mr Hunter’s obfervation. His over-— 
looking every argument militating againft 
his favourite theory can alone account 
for it. Ifthe fact be not general no de-~ 
pendence can be placed upon it, If it be 
general it is not curious: neither is it the — 
cafe that the matter of chancres and Go- 
norrhoea generally produces buboes. The © 
matter of chancres often does, but it much : 
more frequently does not ; and few prac- 
titioners, I believe, will fay that buboes — 
are frequent confequences of Gonorrhea. ~ 

I cannot fay what may have been the — 
vefult of Mr Hunter’s experience, but I” 
have met with many inftances of buboes, _ 
or fwelled glands, in the thigh, axilla, © 
and neck, as obvioufly produced by fores — 
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_ in the feet, legs, hands, and throat, as bu- 
boes commonly are in the groin from 
chancres on the penis. But .admitting 
that it is not frequent, ftill this is no 
reafon for fuppofing that the matter of 
thefe fores is not venereal. If the mat- 
ter be not abforbed no more harm will 
_enfue from it than if it had never been 

formed; and in fection II. of this chapter, 

I have thown that it is not fo frequently 
-abforbed as the matter of chancres. The 
-reafon of this I have alfo endeavoured to 
explain, by fhewing, that fome degree of 
ifritation is required for the purpofe of 
“exciting the abforbents to action; and as 
the matter of Lues Venerea feems to pof-. 
fefs very little power of exciting irrita- 
_ton, excepting fuch as is produced by the 
"primary fores of the difeafe, it is accord- 
ingly feldom abforbed, and ftill lefs fre- 
quently does it produce buboes ; for be- — 
ing of a mild nature it does not fo rea- 


_dily ftimulate the lymphatics, fo as to pros + 


duce obftrudtions i in the glands as it Sees 
along. | ba 
feVou, I. Nees Mr 
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‘Mr Hunter: would have found it diff- 
cult, or even impoffible, to explain con- 
‘fiftently with his.theory of the difeafe, a 
- number of cireumftances which we daily — 
obferve. He therefore denies that: they — 
exift ; and he feems to have no. difficulty — 
in doing. fo,» even where they ;are ad- 3 
mitted by all unbiafied practitioners, In | 
page 291, he fays,; “it is alfo fiippofed 
that a foetus in the womb of a pocky mo- . 
ther may be. infected, and have the dil- ? 
-eafe from her, as it were naturally in-— 
terwoven with it. This I fhould. doubt | 
very much.” And .in page 295, hev 
fays, “thas been fuppofed, and aflerts | 
ed from obfervation, that ulcers im the ; 
‘“mouthsof children: from a conftitutional ; 
difeafe, which conftitutional difeafe was { 
fappofed to be derived from the parent, 3 
produced the fame difeafe upon the nipples 
of women who had been fucked by them, — 
giving it as it were at the third hand 5_ 
that. is, the children were contaminated — 
either by their mother’s or father’s having : 
the difeafe in form of Lues Venerea, of | 


which — 


ure $ . 


5 te aa a —" 
PS se 


 SeQ. I. Of the Venereal Virus. 79 


whieh’ Ihave endeavoured to fhow the , 
_ impoflibility.”’ : | 
_ Mr Hunter has certainly ee Ne to 
_ thew the impoffibility of this, for his fyf- 
tem could not otherwife have had the leaft 
. plaufible appearance ; but none, except: 
ing fach as have not had opportunities of 
being able to form judgments for them: 
By fetves,: will fay that he has proved fuc- 
cefsful. If I can give credit to any faé 
~with which I am acquainted, I- inuft. be- 
lieve in this, that children’ may receive, 
and frequently do receive the venereal dit. - 
-eafé from their parents labouring under 
4 it in a conftitutional form; and ‘that ule 
cers in the mouths of thefe children will, 
and frequently do produce the fame ie 
_eafe upon the nipples of women whom 
they fack. Nay, that thefe will give 
“it again to other children, and thefe 
‘children to other nurfes ; circumftances 
which I have fo frequently witnefled, fo | 
‘ftrongly marked, and followed by confe- _ 
t ‘quences fo diftrefsful to innocent fuffer- 
ers, that I muft neceflarily exprefs my 
Bee SN 20 2 altontifnment™ - 
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aftonifhment at a praitioner of experi- . 
ence, appearing to entertain a doubt of © 
their exiftence. 

Mr Hunter, in page 296, proceeds. to 
fay, with fome appearance of exultation, © 
as judging it to be an unanfwerable argu- 
ment, “that were it poflibleto contaminate — 
once in this way, it would be poflible to § 
contaminate for ever ;’? a circumftance 4 
which he feems to confider as ridiculous : ‘ 
But furely all this would happen. Nurfes 
and children infeed in this manner 
would undoubtedly continue to communi-— 
cate the contagion to others as long as 
they were not cured of the difeafe. Nor 
would there be any thing in all this that — 
does not daily happen; and in whatever 
' way the difeafe is communicated we have — 
reafon to think that it would be the cafe. — 

In order ] fuppofe to convince others _ 
that he himfelf at leaft is convinced of a 
the opinion which he fupports being well 
founded, Mr Hunter, in p. 12, goes ¢ even far- i 
cher than any thing that as yet I have men; 
tigned : site the venereal difeafe 1 is to be 


propa agued : 


aS as 
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_ propagated only by matter is proved every 
day, he fays, by a thoufand inftances. 
And in the belief of this being the cafe 
he afterwards obferves, that he has gone 
fo far as to allow married’ men who had 
- contracted the difeafe to cohabit with 
_ their wives, in order to fave appearances, 
and always with fafety: Nay, that he 
_ could carry this ftill farther, and allow a- 
married man who has a Gonorrhea to 
have connection witha found woman, if 
he took care to have all the parts cleared 
of matter, by fyringing the urethra, mak- 

ing water, and wafhing the glans. — 

_ I believe with Mr Hunter, and every 
| practitioner perhaps will do fo, that the 
rik of communicating infeGion will not 
be fo confiderable where no matter is form- — 
ed as where ulceration atually takes place; 
_ but I alfo know, that a woman would run 
much rifk of being injured by cohabiting 
“with a man whofe blood was infected 
with matter of fyphilis, although no local 
‘marks of it fhould appear, for I have met 
with various inftances of it; and I alfo 
. | N 3 : know 
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know from a variety of facts, that both ° 
father and mother, in fituations’ fuch as, 4 
this, and where no bad fymptoms were 
ever perceiyed, have communicated the 
- difeafe to the foetus. Where this has hap- : 
pened from the mother being infected, — 
the matter of contagion mutt pafs foun 
the mother to the child along with the -— 
blood ;. but where it takes place from the A 
father, as is moft frequently the cafe, 
there is no other mode by which it can 
be conveyed but by the femen. I fhall — 
have occafion, however, to make fome far-_ 
ther obfervations upon the fubje@ when — 
_ treating, of Lues Venerea i in new- born in- | 
fants. Nyse Sane : if 
From all that ri have, faid, I think it s 
will appear, that the matter of contagion — 
in Lues Venerea, in the firft place, acts 
‘upon. the blood alone ; that by accumula.. 
‘tion it comes, to irritate the folids or con: 
‘taining parts, and in this manner that — 
effufions and confequent ulcerations are.) 
produced ; that the venereal poifon may 
- Femain | Jong latent in the fy itera 5 that 4 
this” : a 


~ 
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, a will paee upon the irritability of 
' the perfon, as well as upon the particular ~ 
- ftate of the fluids at the time, by which 
_ they may be more or lefs liable to the af- 


fimilating effects of the matter of conta- 


: gion; and laftly, that a perfon with the 


virus in this latent ftate, and without any 


external. mark of difeafe, will -communi- 
| cate the infection to others. 


Ng SRL 
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‘SECTION lV, 


Of the Remedies ufed in Lues Venerea 
§ 1. General Obfervations. 


AS no difeafe has engaged more of the © 
attention of practitioners than Lues | 
Venerea, fo there are perhaps none in — 
which more remedies have been employ-. 
ed. Towards the end of the fifteenth cen- | 
tury, when the firft accurate defcription — 
was given of this difeafe, a great variety — 
_of remedies was propofed for it; and as it _ 
daily increafed in violence till the ufe of — 
mercury was introduced, fcarcely an ar- — 
ticle in the materia medica was left un= 4 
tried in the fhort {pace which elapfed be- 
tween that period and the fortunate dif- ‘ 
covery of this powerful antidote. & 
: | 4 Even | 


Even long fubfequent to this many new | 


remedies were brought forth; for while 


‘mercury feldom fails of curing the dif- 
eafe, it was foon found to be productive 
of many inconveniencies. Every country 


_ has accordingly been ranfacked, but after 


_ all the refearches that have been made, 
_ the number of articles employed in mo- 
_ dern praétice for the cure of the difeafe 
i are few; and it is thefe only which I now 


_ mean to mention.. The others, having 


- been found either altogether ineflicacious, 
_ or comparatively of weak powers to thofe 
_ which are retained, have neceflarily fallen 


- into difufe, fo that now it would be fuper-. 


'fluous to fpeak of them. 


The only antifiphilitic medicines now 


in general ufe are, mercury, guaicum, far- 


 faparilla, mefereon, and opium: Of each_ 


_ of which I fhall fpeak feparately. | 


™ 
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§2 


inl Of Mercury. 


EL. General Obfervattons upon Mercury. 


* 


a 


Mercury having been. long employed ‘ 


- for the cure of herpetic eruptions, we are 


not furprifed at finding it early récom- — 


mended in Lues Venerea, in which the 
moft obvious of the fymptoms chiefly af- 


fe& the integuments of the body. Be- q 


fides, as it was univerfally known to be 
one of the moft /active medicines ever 
made ufe of, we can eafily fuppofe that 
practitioners would foon be induced to 


employ it for the removal of a difeafe é 


which refifted the effects of es other 
remedy. , 


Mercury i in its crude ftate is found to — 


oe 


be nearly inert, or not capable of pro- ; 


ducing § 
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ducing any adiive effet, infomuch that it 


“Inay be taken into the flomach in very 


confiderable quantities. It has been fwal- 


lowed to the weight of feveral pounds, 
and repeated daily for two or three weeks 


_ together with {carcely any effect being 
perceived from it; fo that wherever it has. 
| proved active when ufed in this flate, as 
in a few inftances has been. the; caleng.: 
muft probably have been the eff of oa 
- fome unufual degree of acidity in the ito- 


mach or inteibines: 


be 4 


This inactivity of mercury in a crude 


- Rate, feems to depend entirely upon its 
—infelubility im the fluids with which it 
_ ofually meets inthe human body. In this 
fate. it either is not abforbed, orif ab- 
forbed, by. not Bene: foluble it remains 


iner t. 


I fhall afterwards cai: ‘out the dife- 
rent means employed for rendering mer- 


ie  cury active, and for introducing j it in this. 


- late into the fyftem, but previous to this 
‘it will be proper to offer a few obferya- 
| tons! ee the hase ee of mercury, 

and 


% 
rf 
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and upon the di deretre opinions hick 
have prevailed refpecting its mode of ac- 
tion in curing the venereal difeafe. 


J 


II. of the Effects of Mercury upon the Hus 
man Body. via: 4 


. ONE of the moft certain effeds of mer-_ 
cury is, that it acts as a cure for the've+ ~ 
nereal difeafe. In this indeed. it fo fel- 
dom fails, that whenever it does not fuc- ~ 
ceed, as occafionally is the cafe, we are 
apt to fuppole that it is owing either to 
the medicine not being properly admini- 
ftered ; to its not being given in fufficient 
quantity ; or to the fymptoms of the dif- : 
eafe not being altogether venereal, 
- Befides this, mercury is perhaps « one of 
- the moft. univerfal ftimulants with which — 
we are acquainted. Even in fmall quan- — 


| tities it often excites heat over the whole — 
at 
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body, quicknefs of pulfe, and other fymp- 
toms of fever. 
It is alfo a very newaeeel evacuant. 
Other medicines act with equal certainty. 
- upon particular organs, of which we have 
examples in the effe@ of ipecacuanha up- 
on the ftomach, and of jalap, aloes, and 
other purgatives upon the inteftines ; but 
we know of none which fo. generally af- 
fects all the fecretions. Almoft all pre- 
parations of mercury will act as purga- 
tives, They alfo produce ficknefs, naufea, 
and vomiting. They often excite an in- 
creafed difcharge of urine; and few me- 
dicines operate with more certainty upon 
the fkin, for they can fcarcely be employ- 
ed without being productive of fome de- 
_ gree of diaphorefis. | 
‘The moft remarkable effed, deadestie 
which we perceive from mercury is an 


ts jncreafed difcharge of faliva; and it is | | 


_ perhaps the only medicine which from in- 
ag ternal exhibition is known. to act almoft 
with 


Ws 
a 
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-avith certainty upon this avintoibe I t fart 4 
excites fome degree of fector in the breath, 
| whichis often accompanied with a ake 
maufea, and. very ‘commonly with the — 
tafie of copper. - The: gums: become red, 
_ full; and fomewhat tender. The ftivary, | 
glands become hard and: turgid, and at q 
laft an increafed flow of faliva takes place, | 

accompanied with a good: deal of painin— 
chewing, and with a loofe vacilating. ftate 
of the teeth: |For the moft part this'in- ‘ 
ereafed quantity of faliva bears fome pro- 
portion tothe quantity of mercury et | 
has been exhibited; but: this does not ay i 

ways happen, for, occafionally; we meet 
withycafes in: which a very great. and: long : 
continued diftharge of falivalis excited by — } 
the imalleft dofe of mercury that is ufu- ; 
ally: given. I have known it happen from — 
two grains of calomel, and even Si iasoh a 4 
- finall dofe of Aithiop’s mineral. Eo 
In fuich inftances, if the farther exhibic 
tion of the medicine be not managed with | 
€aition, befides a great flow of Yaliva, 4 
| and 


2 
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and fwelling: of the falivary glands, avery 


diftrefsful tumefaGion - takes; place over. 
dll the contiguous parts, and. particularly 


_ of the tongue and fauces... This alfo hap- 
" pens wherever mercury is given in too 
_ great quantities, and efpecially if the pa- 


tient is fuddenly and unexpectedly expofed 


« 
_- * on - 
Pg es a7 


* to cold or dampneis.. Where this takes 


place to any. confiderable degree the 


“whole furface of the mouth over the 
» infide of the cheeks, the tongue, uvala, 
and oums,°are) apt to ulcerate, and the 
matter which enfues, by mixing with the 
 faliva gives it both an additional ‘foetor, 
and aniugly, fanious appearance. : 

. Befides ‘the nfual :fymptoms of: aa 
2 mercury is apt to excite reftlefinefs, an- 
_xiety, general debility, anda very diftrefs- 
ful irritable flate of the whole fyftem. 


Thefe are the ordinary effets of mer- 


 eury, and?it will prefently appear that in 
_ the treatment of Lués Venerea one of the — 
_ greateft difficulties that pra@itioners have — 
~ to encounter is the management of this 


predicine); 3 for while the cure of the dif- 
, —eafe 
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eafe often requires it to be given in large - 


quantities, the conftitution is apt to be — 


much injured if it be not exhibited with 


the greatett care and attention. 


TUL, Of the Operation of nndeiay) in iB Cure 
of Lues Venerea, 


Various opinions have been offered of — 
the action of mercury in the cure of this — 
difeafe. It would be foreign to our purs _ 
pofe, however, to enter minutely into the © 
confideration of any of them, I mean © 


therefore to make only a few obfervations 


upon fuch as have been moft generally — 
received, and chiefly upon that which 1 in 


my sage ought to be adopted, 


1. Some have imagined that mercury _ 
acts chiefly in the cure of Lues Venerea — 
by exciting a diflolved or putrid ftate of © 
the fluids, which they conceive ta bea ~ 
fgite favourable for the peccant or morbid — 

matter — 


U 
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_ matter of the ee being epee. poe 
- from the fyftem. : 
_ The chief foundation of ois opinion is 
phe foetor that we commonly ‘perceive in 
the’ breath of patients: under a‘courfe of 
mercury, and the increafe with which it 
ats ufually attended of almoft all the pk ; 
_ tions. sf : 
/ Knowing, however, as we nds that what- 
ever excites a quickened {tate of the cir- 
culation is commonly produétive-of an in- 
ereafe:to all the fecretions, and alfo, that 
a quicknefs of pulfe is a very common 
_ effe& of mercury, I conclude, that upon 
this. principle this effect of the medicine 
is more clearly explained than upon any 
other opinion that has yet been fugeefted. 
Befides, we know from actual obfervation, 
that the blood, during a confiderable part 
mot. a courte of “mercury, inftead of being 
thin and diflolved, is of a more firm tex- 
ture than it Glaalty' is in health. Mercury, 
‘ when long continued indeed, never fails to 
2 excite much languor and debility, with 
"many of the correfponding fymptoms of'a 
Boe: Oe 8 ae putrefcent 
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putrefcent or fcorbutic diathefis; but as 
many of the fymptoms of fyphilis are — 
daily cured without this taking place, © 
there is reafon to fuppofe that this effect 
of mercury upon the fyftem is in no way ; 
neceflary for the cure of the difeafe., 
In’ confirmation of this'\I may remark, — 
that all the flighter degrees of Lues Ve-_ 
nerea, are often removed, and in fome in-._ 
ftances cured, without even the faliva | 
being increafed in quantity or affected 
with foetor: nay, a peculiarity of confti- 
tution fometimes occurs, in which we can- | 
not induce either falivation or foetor of | 
breath by all the mercury that we dare 
venture to give. | 


age The aces ‘of Ibucse Venere 
being confidered by fome as the effect of — 
a peculiar irritation excited by the pre-— 
~ fence of the venereal poifon in the fyftem, : 
they have alfo ventured to. fay that mer-_ 
cury cures the venereal 1 irritation, as they 
term it, by producing an irritation of a 
different kind *, Sea is a 

ry 2 ‘The: . 
—* Vide Mr Hunter’ s Dee on the Venereal Dif- 
eafe. 
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The reafoning, however, which has 
been employ ed in fupport of this opinion, 
feems to be altogether hypothetical, and 
directly contrary to many faéts: which _ 
fall daily within our obfervation in the 
‘treatment of this difeafe, teh 
_ Local pains may for atime be fufpend- — 
‘ed, or they may even be entirely removed, 
by irritation of a different kind being ex- 
cited either in the contiguous or fome 
‘more diftant parts of the body; but. we 
‘know of no conftitutional difeafe that has 
hitherto been cured by fuch means. This 
affords, therefore, much caufe to fuppofe, 
that the opinion is ill-founded when ap- 
plied to the action of mercury in the cure 
of Lues Venerea; for when no fuch ef-. 
fed is found to take place in other dif- 
-eafes,. we cannot, without the ttrongett 
proofs were given of it, be led to imagine 
that any thing fo very unufual fhould take 


place in this difeafe only. Mr Hunter ‘ 


indeed gives as the chief reafon which he 
figeefts in fupport of his opinion, that 
“ the difeafe can in many cafes be cured 
} rok O2 oO By 
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be by raifing a violent ftimulus . another _ 
“kind *’? I muft however fay, that I ne- 
ver met with an inftance of this, nor have — 
L been able to hear of any who have done 3 
fo; neither has Mr Hunter, in treating of 


the method of cure, mentioned any ar-_ 


ticle for the purpofe of curing the difeate 
in this manner. 3 


The opinion feems to have saat from 


mercury being known.to act as a very 
powerful ftimulant ; but although this — 


will be very generally admitted, yet it 18 


alfo well known that this ftimulating ef 
fect of mercury, is not only unneceflary : 
for the cure of Lues Venerea, but that it ~ 


 isyone of the moft diftrefsful occurrences 
~ that we meet with in the treatment of this - 
difeafe, and that the more we can counter> 
act it, confiftently with the quantity of 
the medicine to be given, the more cer= 
tainly do we fucceed. So evidently in- 
deed is this the cafe, that it may be confi- 
dered as one of the pr incipal defiderata in ; 

: | the 


* Vide p. 365. 


¥ 
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- the cure of fyphilis, the means of throw- 
ing mercury in an active ftate into the 
fyftem, and in fufficient quantity for the 
fpeedy cure of the difeafe without’ pro- 
ducing thefe ftimulating effects. Were 


we poffeffed of this the cure of Lues Ve- 
-nerea would be accomplithed with ‘eafe, 

and probably in one half of the time that 
'isnow found neceflary. With the affift- 
_ ance of anodynes we in fome degree coun- 


-teraG the ‘ftimulating effect of mercury, 


but the moft powerful we can employ, 


_ even opium itfelf, is not always fufficient ; 


fo that we fucceed only by exhibiting the 
medicine in fmall quantities, and inter- 
‘rupting the ufe of it altogether whenever 
it excites much fever, or proves otherwife © 
fo powerfully ftimulating as to be produc- 
‘tive of much uneafinefs. 7 | 
Another obvious proof may be men-— 


“tioned of this fimulating effed of mer- 


_cury being in no degree neceflary for the . 
cure of Lues Venerea. From time to time 


we meet with conftitutions in which none 
of the ufual effeas of the medicine are 
03 ever 
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ever produced, ee yet even in thefe j it of- i 
ten cures the difeafe. I muft indeed ac- j 
knowledge, that it does not with fuch cer- 
tainty fucceed if falivation cannot be ex- 
cited; but this appears to proceed from 
the mercury in thefe cafes not having en- 
tered the circulation, and in no degree 
from falivation, as will hereafter appear, 
being neceflary in the cure: neither does 
the quicknefs of pulfe, and other febrile 
fymptoms which mercury ufually excite, | 
ever prove ufeful. On the contrary, they 
always impede the progrefs of the cure ; 
but from experience we know, that a quan- 
tity of mercury, fufficient for the cure of 
- the difeafe, cannot be thrown into the cir- 
culation, without being productive of thefe 
diftrefsful fymptoms. - “At one time I en- 
tertained a different opinion upon this 
point, but I think it fair to acknowledge, : 
that farther and more extenfive experi- 
encé has convinced me of my miftake 5 
and I now from much obfervation know, 
where falivation, quicknefs of pulfe, and | 
other fymptoms indicating the introduc- 
tion: 
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tion of mercury to the Sivan are not 
induced, that we never can be fure of cu- 
_ ring the difeafe however long the maeeciry 
_ may be continued. : 
- Imay farther remark, that if mercury 
ated in the cure of Lues Venerea by the 
irritation which it excites, other ftimu- 
_ lants ought alfo to do fo; but we have not 
“one authenticated inftance, either of a 
_ fingle ftimulant, or of any combination of 
medicines of this clafs, having ever ac- 
| complithed a cure, which we cannot fup- 
_ pote would have been the cafe were the 


opinion which we are now confidering 
well founded. é 


_ 3. Mercury being fpecifically much , 
heavier than any of the fluids of the hu- 
‘man. body, it was a prevailing idea with 
many that it operated chiefly 1 in the cure’ 
_of Lues Venerea by its weight. This opi- 
nion, however, feems to be equally ill-. 
Riounded with the one that we have juft: 
been confidering. It has not been found 
that other articles of equal or greater 
O04 : ponderofity. 
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ponderofity cure this difeafe. It is diffi- 


cult, or even impoflible, to conceive that — 


any medicine can prove ufeful merely 


from its weight; and we have no well . 


authenticated® inftance of mercury. in a 


metallic form having ever been difcover- 3 


ed in any of our fluids. | 


I may alfo obferve, that the real weight 3 
of mercury that enters the fyftem in any — 
cafe of Lues Venerea muft, for the moft : 
part, be very inconfiderable. . Where the — 
more active preparations of it are employ- 
ed this is particularly the cafe; but even — 
where triturated mercury is ued internal- 4 


ly, the form now in common practice, we 


feldom find it neceflary to exceed three — 
or four drachms, and this requiring the | 
{pace of fix, eight, or ten weeks, the quan- e 
tity in the conftitution at any one time } 


mutt at all times be trifling. 


Nae ie dll ronal opinion upon — 
- this queftion at. prefent is, that mercury 
cures the difeafe by the evacuations which ~ 
it excites. This has been fupported by — 
much — 


+ 


~~ we 
Ws 
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much ingenious argument; and as it is 
known that mercury feldom exifts in the 
fyftem without producing ‘an increafe of 
one or more of the {ecretions, we need not 
wonder at the preference which on a cur- 
 fory view was given to this opinion. I 
_ think, however, that it may be eafily 
_ fhewn that it is not in this manner that 


"mercury acts in the cure of fyphilis. 


If this opinion were well founded, mer- 
cury ought to prove ufeful, or otherwife, 
in proportion to the evacuation which it 

excites. At one period this was generally 
_ believed to be the cafe, and accordingly 
the greateft degree of falivation that a pa- 
tient could bear was commonly advifed ; 
but now that the treatment of fyphilis. is 
- better underftood, it is univerfally known 
_ that fevere evacuations are not neceflary, 

nay, that they often retard the cure: It 
_ happens, indeed, as we fhall hereafter more 
' particularly endeavour to thew, that fome 
of the more inveterate fymptoms of Lues 
_ Venerea cannot always be cured but with 
- fuch quantities of mercury, as neceflarily, 
in 
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ina great proportion of cafes, produce fa- 
livation to a confiderable height. But we > 


judge that this is merely an accidental 


property of the medicine, and not necef- 


farily connected with the cure of the dif 


eafe, from our being able to remove all the 


. flighter degrees of it without exciting fa- 


cd 


livation, and from cures being occafional- — 


ly obtained even of the moft. inveterate ; 


fymptoms, without either the teeth, gums, _ 
or breath being affected. 
Neither does it appear that the powed ‘i 
of mercury in promoting any of the other © 
fecretions is in any degree uleful in the | 
cure of Syphilis; at leaft inftances often — 
occur in which cures are accomplifhed 
without any fenfible evacuation taking 
place. Nay,I have had evident proofs — 
of a cure being retarded by mercury going 
too freely off by perfpiration; and we 
daily meet with inftances of this where it — 

affects the bowels: fo as to excite diane 
rhoea. | c 
If mercury acted in the cure of iyphile ‘ 
by increafing the fecretions, other eva- — 
cuants 


bg 
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cuants might alfo be fuppofed to. prove 
_ fuccefsful: But. no inftance of this has 
happened, while we cannot doubt but 
that it muft have been frequently percei- 


ved if any advantage had ever enfued  - 


from them. The neceflity of promoting 


- one or other of the fecretions for the 


cure of other difeafes is fo frequent, and 
_ Lues Venerea fo often takes place along 
with other fymptoms, that every doubt 


would long ago have been removed. If 


_ the opinion which we are now confidering | 
_had been well founded every practitioner 
-muft have obferved inftances of the dif- 
_ eafe being cured by diaphoretics, diure- 
tics, and other evacuants ; but none will 
4 probably affert that they have done fo. 

We might, a priori, fuppofe, that fyphi- 
lis cannot be. cured by evacuants, but we 


__ know from experience that it is fo, and 


_ that they do not even afford relief in any 

of the fymptoms. Wecan eafily conceive 
how thofe difeafes that originate from 
_ affeGions of the folids, particularly fuch | 
as are produced by. fpafm, or ftri@ure 
upon 
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upon the furface, may be much allevi- 
ated, or even altogether removed, by the 
operation of diaphoretics. By removing — 
the caufe the effet ought foon to ceafe. 
But where fymptoms are induced by con-. 
tagion in the general mafs of blood, 
and where this contagion has a nower ” 
of propagating itfelf, as we have fhewn — 
to be the cafe in Lues Venerea, it does ~ 


_ not_appear how they are.to be remo- 


ved by evacuations. By the ufe of-dia- — 
phoretics and other evacuants the quan- — 
tity of fluids in the fyftem may no doubt — 


- . be leffened, but this will not alter the na- © 


ture of thofe that remain: If they were — 
difeafed before they will fill continue to © 
be fo; for itis not alleged that medicines — 
of this nature have the power of difcharg- 
-- ing thofe parts of the blood that are dif. 
-eafed and leaving {uch only as are found, 
and yet this. would neceflarily be the cafe | 
if the venereal difeafe could be cured by | 
evacuants. rh : 


ly 5 OFe 


7 
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5. Of all: the opinions that have yet 
been advanced. concerning the operation. 
-- of mercury. in the cure of Lues Venerea, 
that which fuppofes it to ad as an anti- 
‘dote is liable to the leaft difficulty. This 
was long ago very univerfally admitted, 
‘nor was much doubt ever entertained’ of i 
it, till attempts were made by theoretical 
- writers to account for every difeafe, and 
_ for the operation of every medicine, upon 
fuch general principles as.are not often 
applicable.in practice. Where principles 
of this kind are clear and evident, they 
ought certainly, to be adopted, but the 
_ fareft method of having them overlooked 
in every cafe, is to attempt to introduce 
them in all. By doing fo, abfurdities » 
mutt often be admitted which tend to in- 
validate the whole, and. by which many 
' are led to throw afide reafoning in -all 
cafes, who willingly would go into it if 
our fyftems of theory were confined to 
‘fuch queftions as it is in our power to ex- 
plain. 3 ‘ai aes 
Me eae | Writers 


a 
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Ha Vite of this clafs deay the sider 


eae of every medicine, merely from 


their not being able to account for the man- 


“ner in which they act. They do not confi- 
der that many of the moft common opera- 


tions of chemiftry are equally inexplicable. 
Thus no perfon can fay why or in what. 

manner the properties of ‘an alkali fhould | 
inftantly be deftroyed by an acid brought 
into contact with it. I do not fay that 


the operation of mercury in the cure of — 


fyphilis is analogous to this ; but the oné 
I think is equally incomprehenfible with 


the other, and that mercury adts in this 


oe 


difeafe confiftently with the idea which | 
we affix to an antidote is at leaft highly 


probable. What I conceive to be the 


property of an antidote, is, that when it 
comes in contact with the poifon for which © 
it is appropriated, it either renders it al- 
together inert or fo far changes its nature 
that no. dileterious | effects are “produced 
by it. “Now it fo happens that we can 
bring more decifive proofs of this being - 


the effect of mercury in the cure of. Lues 


vl q 
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‘Venerea, than we might at firfl imagine 
_ would be in our power in accounting for 
the action of any medicine in the cure of 
any difeafe. Among others the following 
may be enumerated. 
ift, We know by experiment that the 
matter of Lues Venerea on being mixed’ 
with triturated mercury is rendered inert, _' 
and will not: produce the difeafe. The 
fact is recorded by the beft authority, the 
late Doctor Cullen, who having fupport- 
_ ed more ably perhaps than any other per- 
fon an oppofite opinion, we are not to fup- 
_pofe that he would have given room to 
_ what militated fo ftrongly againft it if he 
had not been convinced of the fa& being 
well founded. His words are, “A phy- 
fician took a quantity of matter from a 
"venereal chancre, and mixing it with a | 
quantity of Plenk’s gummy folution. of 
mercury, he applied this mixture to a 
found perfon, but could not find that it 
produced either chancre or any other fy- 
philitic fymptom *.”’  Ebbts fact of itfelf 
ne | : might 


* Vide -a Treatife on the Materia Medica by the - 
late Dr ie Cullen. Vol. il.p. 448. 
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po ee judged to be eel te but more. 


Soe 


of this difeafe, 


Stet: conviction i is obtained of its be- 
nes ios from every view that ;wecan take of © 
( Sees shicf phenomena obferved to occur : 
from the eperattge of mer cury in pche: cure 


_2dly, We have: daily i einiclich of the 


power of mercury in the cure of venereal 


fores, not merely by acting upon the dif> 
eafe in the conftitution, but) on being lo- 
cally paptiad to chancres. ae other ul- — 


cers. 


In anfwer touts sa cit Gidahat chet . 


fores’ may be»‘cured by other articles bes _ 
fides mercury: Allowing this to be the 
cafe, it is fufficient for our purpofe that — 
they are more certainly and. more {peedi- 


ly cured by mercurial. applications than 


by any others; a fa@ fo notorious that 
mercury in one form or other i is now the — 
chief drefling for chancres all over Eu- 


rope. Copper has been much extolled for 


oti, - 


this purpofe, but although I have ufed it _ 
in every variety. of form, it has never 
proved 4, 


Pad sm 
uy 
ai. 
at 
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proved equal to the different prepizitions. 
of mercury. ph ee pel ate 

It is alfo faid that mercury des not ake’ 
ways cure venereal ulcers, which it ought 


we are told, to do, if it acted as an anti- ~ 


‘dote. This kind of cavil, however, re- 

- quires no ferious Peano. We may re- 
_gret that our medicines will not cure every 

difeafe, but all will.allow that we are more 

certain of curing fyphilis by means of 
mercury than of removing any other dif- 
eafe by any comedy PGEENG Tae 


3dly, Befides thefe local effets of mer- 
teury upon the matter of Lues Venerea, 
we have the cleareft proofs, that can be 
withed for of its acting as an antidote to 
the virus through the whole progrefs of 
the difeafe. Nay the very practice of 
thofe who combat this opinion tends to 
evince it, although they do not.feem to be 
fenfible of its,doing fo. The firft fymp- 
tom of the difeafe that commonly fucceeds 


to chancre, is bubo, produced, as,is.now © 


peresially known, by the venereal virus 
ae II. P being 
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being abforbed and lodged in a lymphatic — 
cland. Now it is acknowledged by all — 
who have confidered the fubject, that our — 
-beft practice here is to bring the mercury — 
that we mean to employ as quickly as 
poffible into contact with the virus lodged a 
in the obftructed gland. ' Nay, of fo much ~ 
importance is it that this fhould be’ done, — 
that although we may prevent the fyftem — 
from fuffering, by ufing the medicine in 
a different manner, yet no other practice " 
will prevent the virus from continuing to — 
irritate the. obftructed gland till It is at 
laft thrown out by a complete formation : 
of matter. “Now in what manner’ does ~ 
the mercury act here? It cannot be by 
diffolving the texture of the blaod, for we 
have already fhewn that’ this does not 
happen if it be not from a courfe of mer 
cury long continued, while buboes are~ 
ften removed by a very fhort applica-_ 
ee of it? Itcannot be by its weight, for 
a few grains of it often proves fufficient 5_ 
and befides, it would have in moft inftan-_ 
ces to ac contrary to its own gravity, 


Tg 
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Itis not by exciting irritation, under any 
kind of modification, for whee mereury 
_fucceeds:in refolving thefe tumours the 
pain produced by the firft formation of 
them’ very quickly fubfides, while no ir- 
“fitation of any other kind ever fucceeds to 
it. Neither does it act by exciting eva- 
_cuation ; nor could evacuations be of any 
avail. The difeafe is here ina local fate: 
In the formation.of bubo the matter does 
“not neceffarily enter the fyftem, fo that 
there is nothing to carry of. I there- 
fore think we may fairly conclude, that 
“as the action of mercury in the cure of 
buboes cannot be explained in any other 
Manner, and, as we find from the tefti- 
mony of all practitioners, that it does not 
tend to remove them by difcuffion if it be 
“not brought into direct contact with the 
-yenereal virus, that it proves . effectual 
only by acting as an antidote. In my 
opinion this affords the cleareft proof 
of i its doing fo that can be defired. It 
even removes the obje@ion that has 
been f fated to the antidotal ‘power which 
| ee Be 2a Beetee THe AAAS 
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we fuppofe mercury to exert in ne ciel 
of Charicres, where it is faid that thefe i 
{ores can be cured by other applications ;_ 
for in the treatment of buboes io practi- | 
tioner has éver ventured to fippdfe that 
they can be refolved by the abferption of - 
any other aD but mercury. e 


gaily: In tracing the efea of mercury 
upon the venereal virus ftill farther, we 
have all along the cleareft evidence of its 
ading as ati antidote. In the treatment 
of many of the fymptoms of fyphilis, al- 
moft As foon as we can. fuppofe the mer- 
‘ctiry to have ente1 ‘ed the fyffem, the fame | 
kind of relief is obtained which we expe 
Fience from this remedy when it proves. 
fuccefsfil in Yefolving buboes. This is 
particularly the ‘cafe in the venereal fore 
throat, where a ‘good. deal of uneafinels 
Benerally prevails till mercury is given, : 
‘and in Which much reliefis coimouly ob- 
yained {oon after it is ‘employed, ‘without 
pny other ale bao being excited, ‘and oF 


a 


Ry ee "Sle Fae ate 


Sect. IV. in Lues (euenee- 213 


ten before the medicine has pradeced any 
evacuation whatever. be 


pees We tlds that the relief eX+ 
perienced from , the internal ufe of mer- 
-cury in the treatment.of local venereal 
-fymptomas proceeds from the medicine 
coming in contact. with the virus, in the 
/firft place, from our finding, as I haye 
~jaft obferved, that it is analogous to what 
happens in the cure of buboes, where. we 
know that the mercury is dire] y applied 
to the virus; and fecondly,. from our sha- 
ving convincing proofs of the medicine 
entering the circulation almoft in every 
ate in which ; it proves fuccefsful, and 
therefore that it muft be applied. to every 
part, that is difeafed. Some indeed have 
alleged. that mercury never, enters the. cir- 
culation, Ina metallic form this may 
perhaps be the cale, | but, that the effential 
parts of ,it pafs into the. fyftem i 1s obvious, 
not merely. from its | influence . in curing 
_ difeafes, but from the. tafte which it gives 
to the faliy a, although it be abforbed at 
ie 3 Se 
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a-diftant part of the body ; and from a : 


effet produced: by the’ exhalation of a 
perfon under mercury upon gold and fil-— 


_vér carried in the pocket, which is exa@tly 
fimilar to'that which occurs from mercu- 4 


ty being rubbed upon thefe metals. 


6thly, Ithas been ftated as an obje@ion | 
to this opinion, tiat the quantity of mer-— 


cury employed for the cure of Lues Ve- 


nerea 1s-{0 fmall, that it is: difficult to con- — 
ceive how it can have influence upon. the © 
ceneral mafs of blood, to which it bears © 
fuch a fmall proportion. To obviate this 
difficulty an ingenious opinion has been 
offered. As we perceive the venereal vi- ' 
rus to produce effects. chiefly upon parti-~ 
cular parts, it is fwppoféd that all that — 
exifts of it in the mafs of blood may be — 
thrown out upon or be attracted by thefe ¢ 


a 


parts, arid therefore that the mereury em- 


ployed in the cure, inftead of aéting upon — 


‘the general mafs of blood, may be fup-_ 


pofed to exert all its influence upon hem 


rags parts only *, 


wh 


* Vide Obfervati ions on Mercur y; by Dr Andrew a 


| Duncan, Profeflor of Medicine in the Univerlity of | 
Edinburgh. 
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ok think it. more probable, however, 
es many of. the phenomena of, the dif- 
eafe, and it muft undoubtedly be fo if 
the opinion which I thus endeavour to fup- 
_ port be well founded, that the whole mafs 
_ of blood. is tainted in an equal degree 
_ while any part of the contagion remains 
in the conftitution, and that the mercury 
) employed in the curé acts equally upon. 
_ every part of it. _ We know that the dif 
-eafe itfelf may be produced by a very 
_fimall particle of matter. ‘We may jut 
as readily fuppofe therefore that it may 
be cured by a fmall quantity of any re- 
medy that acts as its antidote; and it is 
perhaps equally dificult to explain the 
manner in which fuch a {mall portion of 
' matter acts in affimilating quickly to its 
own nature fuch a large proportion of our 
“fluids, as it is to account for the manner 
in which the mercury operates which we 
~ employ for curing the fymptoms produced 
by it. 
‘Upon the whole, theretore, as the ac- 
Hon of mercury in the cure of Lues Vene- 
P 4 rea 
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fea is not accounted for by any other 
opinion that has yet been propofed ; as we 
have complete evidence of the difeafe be- 
ing at all times the effect of contagious 
matter having got accefs to the blood ; as — 
the local effeéts of this matter are cured. 
by mercury, whether they appear in the 
form of ulcers or by obftrudting the lym- — 
phatic glands; as no other remedy hither: 
toemployed operates with'certainty, either — 
in removing this matter from the blood, ~ 
or in obviating the effects of it; as mer-"— 
eury feidom or never fails in curing fy- 
philis, when it can be made in fufficient 
quantity to enter the blood, if it be not — 
when Lues Venerea is connected with 
other difeafes, or, with fuch peculiarities 
of conftitution as will not bear a fuffictent — 
quantity of mercury; and as no inftance — 
perhaps can be adduced of a cure being © 
accomplithed where the prefence of ‘mer- 
cury in the blood was‘not rendered obvi- — 
ous either by the ufual effects of it upon 
the mouth or upon gold and ‘filver‘car- — 
tied in the pocket, we e have’ no reafon to 
— doubt» 


Sect. IV. © in Lues Venerea. : £19 


doubt of this remedy operating perhaps 
entirely as an antidote; that is, by ren- 
dering the matter of contagion imert or 
incapable either of exciting the difeafe, 
or continuing the fymptoms even after the 
_ difeafe has been produced. 


IV. Of the Preparations of Mercury. 


I have already had occafion to ob- 
ferve that crude mercury is not foluble 
_inany ofthe fluids which it ufually meets 
_ with in the human ‘body ; and.as-no ef- 
feds refult from it ‘while it remaims in 

this infoluble ftate, it has been confidered 
as a very important object to prepare it 
in fuch‘a manner that it may with moft — 
eafe and fafety be introduced into the fyf 
tem ‘ina foluble form. It unfortunately 

_ happens, however, that all the active pre- — 
| parations of mercury, I mean fuch as 
_ prove effectual in curing the venereal dif. © 
eafe, are apt to excite very difagreeable 
fymptoms, particularly falivation to.a 

| diftrefsful 
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diftre(sful height, purging, and. general 


debility. Scarcely any. practical point — 


therefore has met with more attention than 
the different methods of exhibiting mer: 
cury., Regular practitioners have in all 
countries been anxious to render mercury 


at the fame time active and fafe, while it 
_has been the pride of every empirick to — 
be able to boatt of fome new dilcovery by 4 


which this remedy may be given with 
freedom and fafety, without being depri- 
ved of any of its eflential properties. 

The preparations of mercury are ac- 


_ cordingly numerous: I could. mention 


upwards of five hundred. . The .confe- © 
quence of which is, that much doubt — 


and uncertainty has taken place concern+ 
ing them ; for while one preparation has — 


been in common ufe with fome practi- 


tioners, we find it entirely neglected by a 


others; and in fome countries preparations 


of mercury are employed daily which in — 


others are very generally condemned. 


This would lead to the conclufion of ; 


our being able to cure the difeafe, with 


perhaps _ : 


~~ 


ry 


od 
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perhaps equal eafe and fafety; with a great 
_ variety of thefe preparations, and ’this I 
believe to be'in fome meafure the: cafe. 
We are very apt to fall mto a routine of 
practice, from which it is with fome: diffi- 
culty that we emerge, and which there- 
fore every practitioner. ought | carly in. 
life to avoid. In. no imftance isthe 
want of attention to this more confpicuous 
than in our practice in Lues: Venerea, 
where the fame practitioner very com- 
monly perfifts in the fame method of ex- 
_hibiting mercury, and is therefore foon 
induced to fuppofe that no other is equal- 
ly powerful; whereas, were he to make 
trial of others, he would find many by 
which the difeafe can be cured with equal 
eafe, expedition, and certainty. To enu- 
‘merate all the. preparations of mercury 
_ that have ‘been employed, could anfwer 
no good purpofe; and being unneceflary, 
the attempt would be improper.. I fhall 
‘fhortly mention, however, all fuch as are 
ain ‘peers ufe, with the views which prac- 
je -.. titioners 
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titioners have in giying a preference of 
one to the other. 

‘It is found by experience that mercury _ 
may be rendered foluble, fo as to prove. 
active when xeceived into the fyftem, by 
three different procefles ; by trituration ; 
by calcination; and by: folution 1 in various 
acids. | 

Whether any property is communica- 
ted by any of thefe procefles to mercury 
awhich it did not before poffefs it may be 
difficult to determine. It would appear 
that they render mercury active nearly | 
in proportion to the degree of folubility 
which they give to it; and this again 
feems to depend ina great meafure upon 
the degree of feparation which-thefe pro- — 
cefles produce ‘between the different par- 
ticles of the mercury: At jleaft this is 
clearly the effect of trituration. We have 
feen that iin a crude -ftate this metal is. 
altogether inert; we find ‘by, experience 
that ‘it _proves active in proportion to the 
trituration which it receives; and as by — 
‘calcination and folution it becomes ftill — 

| more — 
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more active than it ¢an be made by tri- 
ture alone, we conclude that thefe- “proce! 
fes are better calculated for producing a 
more complete divifion of its particles. 

By agitation aloné mercury may be re- 
duced to the flaté of a powder, as was 
firft attemptéd by Doctor Boerhaave, and 
afterwards by the very ingenious Doétot 
Saunders of London; but the length of 
time required for this being confiderable, | 
practitioners have been accuftomed to tri- 


 turate the mercury with fuch {ubitances as | 


tend more effeGtually to keep the particles 
of the metal feparate from each other, by 


which, while the virtue of the medicine 


is not leffened, the procefs for obtaining 
it is much fhortened. This, accordingly, 
is the foundation of various active prepa- 
rations of mercury, of which the follow- 
jag are in moft frequent ule. 


I. Where mnercury is triturated with 


—unétuous fubftances, and ufed externally 


only, as is the cafe in the emplaftrum hy- 
drargyri of the London and Edinburgh 
difpenfatories, 


| 


| 
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difpentatorics, and in the. unguentum mn hy- 
3 eK vel mercuriale, 


Il. Where it ae triturated with gums, 
“mucilages, and faccharine fubftances, and 
chiefly employed for internal ufe, as in 
the pilule hydrargyri pharm. Lond. et 
Edin.; in the folutio mercurialis gummofa 
of Plenk; in the injectio mercurialis; and 
mel mereuriale. 

III. Where it is Mitntared with dry ast 
careous powders, fuch as crabs eyes, and 
prepared chalk, _ forming what is nfually 
termed mercurius alkalifatus *. | 

Befides thefe, mercury might be tritu- 

rated with other fubftances with perhaps | 
equal advantage, Sulphur alone feems to. 
render it inert, or nearly fo.. The more 
friGtion that is given to mercury mixed . 
with other fubftances the more active it | 
becomes, while the more that it is rub- 
| | _ bed 
» * Prefcriptions for each of thefe, as well as for the 
preparation of every other article which J hall have oce 
cafion to mention, will be given in the Appendix. 
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/ 


bed with fulphur a more > inert it is ren- 


dered. 


A very active preparation of mercury 


"is obtained by means of heat: it is term- 


ed mercurius calcinatus, and.is the bafis 


of different pills and powders. In this 


_ procefs the mercury is reduced to a calx 


by long expofure to a ery confiderable 
‘ Bepree of heat. 


Mercury is found to be more or lefs 


_ foluble in every acid, and the calx or {alt 
obtained from’ thefe folutions gives the 
_moft active form of the remedy with 


\ ‘which we are acquainted, os 


rf, Mer cury combined with the ae 


_ atic acid gives, by different procefles, the 
*mercurius fublimatus corrofivus, or. hy- 


drargyrus muriatus corrofivus; and mer- 


- curius dulcis, calomel, or hydrargyrus. 
_muriatus mitis; from the firft of which | 


‘are prepared the folutio mercurii f{pirituo- 


fa of Van Swieton; the aqua phagadenica 
and other watery folutions of corrofive 
fublimate of different authors, and pilule e 


ee ait mercurio 
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‘mercurio corrofivo. From the latter, yiz.~ 
- mercurius dulcis, are prepared a variety 
of active formule both for internal and_ 
external ufe; but thefe differing only in 
the vehicles by which they are. convey- 
ed it is not neceflary to enumerate them 

here. 


adly, With the acid of nitre, from — 
which is prepared mercurius precipitatus — 
ruber, the bafis of various external appli- 
cations; unguentum hydrargyri nitrati 
mitius, vel unguentum citrinum 5 sie pul- 
vis mercuril cinereus. 


* 


3dly, With the vitriolic acid, with which — 
we prepare turpethum minerale, or ‘hy- 
dragyrus vitrolatus flavus. 


athly, With the acid of vinegar, from 
which is‘prepared Keyfer’s pills $ analo- 
gous to ‘which is the terre feuilleté-mer- 
curielle of Preflavin, prepared with mer- 
eury’ ge ‘in the acid-of tartar. | 


Mercury. — 
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Mercury has alfo Beh diffolved in the 
acids of lemons, fugar, borax, arfenic, and 
_ fpar ; and in a greater or tiie deere it is 
 foluble, as I have already obferved, in per- 
haps every acid; but as every ufeful pur- 
pofe of the medicine may be obtained 


Bom one or. other of the foregoing forms, 


_ it appears to be unneceflary to enumerate 


“more; particularly, as thofe who with for 


farther information will readily obtain it 
in the various Difpenfatories publifhed in 


Aifferent parts of Europe. 


It may here be proper to remark, that 


although all of thefe preparations are in 
‘appearance different from each other, yet. 


all of them feem to have nearly the fame 
‘effet upon the mercury. They tend all 


‘ to reduce it to the form of a calx, and in | 


‘proportion as the calcination is complete- 
dy accomplithed the medicine becomes ac- 
‘tive or otherwife. Even the trituration 
‘of mercury has-the effect of reducing it 
‘to the ftate of a calx, and it is obvioufly 
in this manner that it is acted upon by 
... ; for when diflolved in acids, and 

oo i. ae Oe the 
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the {olution evaporated, cables bat al 
‘pure calx is obferved to remain, af 
‘But although” all of thefe. preparations: | 
of mercury feem to be more or lefs active 
according as the calx: which they produce — 
is more or lefs perfe@, there is however i 
a‘manifeft difference in the calces chat , 
awe obtain, from them. All of them ‘pra | 
duce the diftinguifhing’ characteriftics of 
“‘merctiry upon the fyftem; they cure the 
‘venereal difeate, and they excite falivas 
- tion; but this is done much more eafi ' 
and with lefs diftrefs in the operation, b by 

- -fome of thefe than by others, ie aco ae 
Of all the prepa arations of meroury tho a 
that we derive from triture alone! feem 
be the beft for general ufe. They’ 0 
the venereal di eat with the. fame’ cer- 
tainty as the others, and they-do not” 
-readily affe@ the ftomach and bowe 
although the faline preparations of m 
cary, “when completely feparated from: 
- geid with which they are combined, ma; 
under pr oper management, be giv en W 
peste fafety, sas with ei certai 
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of curing the difeafe. Comer fie 
“mate mercury, as it is termed, is one of | 


the moft acrid of all-the mercurial cal- 


~ces*, infomuch that fcarcely any perfon. 
can bear it in the doze of a grain, and . 


‘in the quantity of a very few grains it 


“acts as a poifon; but even this very acrid 


remedy is rendered fo mild by being de- 
prived of the acid with which the mer- 
‘cury is united, that in the form of calo- 


‘mel it may with fafety be given to the ex- 


tent of feveral grains at once +. We find 
alfo that the faline calces of mercury 
prove in fome degree acrid in proportion 
to the ftrength of the acid with which 
they aré combined-; hence all the com- 
binations of mercury with the muriatic 
acid, with the acid of nitre, and the vi- 
triolic acid, prove much more acrid than 
the calces obtained from mercury united 
with the acetous acid, or acid’ of tartar. 
It is therefore probable, if thefe prepara- 
fions Or Soe could be entirely de- 


a. | oe 2 : prived 
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prived of their faline combinations, that — 
they would not differ in any material — 
point from the preparations obtained of | 
chis metal: hy teitures\ iy aes lena q 
As yet, however, we have not been able © 
by any procefs to which they have been 
fubjected, to prevent them from operating © 
very differently upon the human body, 
according to the kind of acid with which 
they are prepared. Thus, while fimple 
triturated mercury acts chiefly upon the 
falivary glands, mercurius fublimatus cor- | 
rofivus is more apt to act asa diaphoretic, 
and. it readily excites naufea and vomit- 
ing. The fame preparation again, when : 
more completely deprived of its acid, does” 
not feem to affeét the fkin, nor in fall 
_ dofes does it fo readily injure the ftomach, 
while it aéts with more certainty as a 
purge. Indeed calomel, in proper dofes, 
is perhaps one of our fureft purgatives a, 
and in order to act upon the falivary” 
glands it muft either be given in fmall 
dofes, frequently repeated, or combined 
with opium or fome other aftringent. ( 
-Mercurius 
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Bifercurius cinerius is alfo apt to ad parti- 
-cularly upon the bowels, while the com- 
bination of mercury with the vitriolic 
acid in the form of Turbeth’s mineral, 
_or hydrargyrus vitriolatus flavus, chiefly 
"operates upon the ftomach. 

It is proper that in practice thefe differ- 
ent actions of the preparations of mercury 
fhould be kept in view ; for although all 
of them, as I have obferved already, will, 
“under proper management, cure the ve- 
‘nereal difeafe, fome advantage 1s occa- 
fionally obtained from adapting them as 
much as. poffible to the nature of the 
_ fymptoms for which they are intended. 
Thus, when a mercurial emetic is wifhed 
for, we give Turbeth’s mineral ; calomel 
As always given as a mercurial purgative ; 
‘and in particular affections of the fkin 
‘corrofive' fublimate appears in fome in- 
y ftances to fucceed where other prepara- 
‘tions of mercury have failed. 
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Ae of ne dj ‘Roxen’ Methods cs exhibiting 


Mercur Ve ‘ 
3 | fi 
In the ¢ cure of Lues Venérea; mer ackoirgl 
in every form, ‘acts’ either locally’ upon 
particular fymptoms, oer it enters the ft 
tem and cures the difealé of ‘the conftita: | 
tion. I fhall'afterwards have’ occafion to 
fpeak more particularly of the treatrent | 
of the local fymptoms. of the difeate, at 
prefent we fhall attend chiefly to the dif. 
ferent methods of raga | Aig into” 
‘the tyitent, 67 tes sr A fe $ 
Three different inethods have been em-— 
ployed for exhibiting mercury 3 by con-_ 
_veying it in the form of fumes 5 abs ‘ae 
one or other of the preparations of mers 
cury into the ftomach ; and by’ applying 
them to the furface of the bodys: *° Sue ae I 
The fumes of mercury are apphem to. 
the body by burning mercurial calees in 
the patient’s chamber. By ‘thus breaths 


ing; , 


| ewe | an bas Vi ener eds es: 3t 


ee 


ing, as-it were, a mercurial acmolphere, 


and, having the fumes equally” applied to, 


every part of the furface of the body, the 
ufual effeGs of mercury. upon: the fyftem 
are foon produced, more quickly perhaps. 


than by any other method. Cinnabar. is. 


commonly employed for this purpofe ; but, | 
~-Turbeth’ s mineral, with the addition of 


/fulphur,, and Althiop’s mineral,.. anfwer 


equally well. ek 
» Where it 1s.meant to raife a faliv ation, - 
Poadenty, or to throw mercury quickly 
‘into. the fyftem, this is perhaps the furett 
"method of doing it; for with the fumes 


of mercury. a falivation is fometimes €x-,” 


cited in the courle of afew.hours. This 


_ brought the practice into much reputa-__ 


a tion, when falivation alone was confider- 


ed as the chief part of the cure} but now 


e when it is known that Lues Venerea may 
wbe cured without any fevere degree of fa- 


- livation being excited ; that the more gra- 
_ dually mercury is thir own into the fyftem, 
Pthe more effech ually. it operates 3 and that’ 
_ very violent effects are fometimes produ- 
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eed by fumegating with mercury, the — 
practice has of late oe very SBR : 


: laid afide 


I think, however, that it may occa hous 5 
ally be employed with advantage; andin — 
different inftances I have found this to be — 
the cafe. J will not fay that it fhould. : 
ever come into general practice, but I am . 
clearly of opinion that it fhould not in all — 
cafes be laid afide. The fumes of mer- — 


cury being applied to venereal fores will _ 


fometimes forward a cure when every © 
other preparation has been tried in vain; — 
and I have met with a few cafes in which — 
the mercury either went off too rapidly © 
by ftool, when taken into the ftomach, or — 
where it was not abforbed if applied in — 
the form of unction to the furface of the : 
body, and in which it foon proved effeca 
tual when ufed in this manner. It is par- — 
ticularly ufeful where venereal fores are — 
feated on parts of much importance ; and _ 
where, from making a rapid progrefs, there — 
is caufe to dread that they may prove ha- 


Fi 


zardous. In fuch circumftances we fel- — 


ee ; . s. dona 


: ee 
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dom fail in giving a fudden check to the. 
_ fymptoms by fumigating with mercury:; 5 
_ but this is perhaps all that ‘we fhould ex- 

E ped from it. It 1s obvioufly of a more 
-fubtile nature than any other mercurial 

application. It therefore ‘enters the fy& 
tem more readily; but the effects produ . 
a ced by it are not ufually permanent. “By 

: a proper application of the fumes of mer- 

_cury fores may be healed fpeedily, and 

' the pains induced by venereal nodes very 

completely removed, and yet the difeafe 
will return in full force if this: practice 

alone fhould be trufted.. When therefore 
it is judged proper, for the reaion I have 
given, to employ mercury in this manner, 
and when the fymptom for which it was 
employed i is checked, the cure fhould be 
completed by fome other preparation, the’ 
effects of which, although flow, are more 

“permanent, as very generally happens, 

_ both from a proper application of mercu- 

rial ointment, and from the internal exhi+ 

bition of the common mercurial pill. In- 
this manner much aay may be derived © 
from 
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from a remedy whieh: feems to shane been | 
‘Jaid afide without any fufficient reafon, 
and from our trufting to it. alone when — 


+e: 


others ought to be given along witht... 

The fumes of mercury may alfo be ap- , 
plied-with fafety... They appear to prove — 
hurtful. chiefly when received in too great — 


quantity into the lungs, but. this. may. ; 
-eafily be prevented by, burning a {mall 
quantity at once; and we may €yen con-. © 


fine the fleam tothe furface of the bedy, — 
or to any particular part.of it. Such boxes, 
as are employed for confining the fteam — 
‘im vapour baths anfwer the fame, puspot q 


here: 


We have daily ieee of mercury, can 


tering the fyftem by being, abforbed from 


the ftomach and inteflines 5 ; but this mode ° 
of exhibiting the remedy is liable to. one, 
very important difficulty... Every prepa- 5 
ration of mercury. that has yet been ine 
- eyented, is apt to irritate either. the | fto- 
mach or bowels, by which they not only 


excite ficknefs and purging, but by depxi- © 
ving the ease of . Appetite he foon be-— 
comes — 


\ 
@ : 
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éomes weak and emaciated. | When pufh- 
- ed far-indeed the effets of mer cury given 
im this manner are in fome inftances very. . 
' diftrefsful. ‘The ftomach becomes ‘fo 
 titich weakened’ that food of every: Bas 
is’ either immediately reje@ted or re- 
_ tiains undigefted, and the bowels ate fo _ 
entirely deprived of their tone, that they 
' feem'to lofe’all power of retention. Even 
) when completely emptied a degree of tes 
~ nefmus often takes. place, from which ia 
. great deal of mifery is often experienced. 
_ ‘"Phe preparations of © mercury’ which 
prove leaft hurtful to the ftomach “and 
. bowels are fuch, as I have already abfer- 
_ ved, as'we obtain by agitation or triture 
~ but even thefe prove frequently sraidio! | 
_ fome, and require always a good deal of 
~ management. They fhould never be given 
in large dofes ; and as foon-as the leatft 
~ degree of irritability is induced by them, 
~ either in the ftomach or inteftines, an- 
~ opiate fhould be given. along with them. 
_ Of thefe preparations, the beft and moft 
 eonvement form is the blue pill of the 
es - Edinbargh 
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Edinburgh Difpenfatory ; of which four 
grains of the mais, which contains one — 
grain of mercury, being given three times — 
a-day, will in a great proportion of cafes 
render the mouth fore in a very fhort 
| fpace of time. Some conftitutions indeed 
require more, but this feldom happens 
with mercury duly triturated. Wherever 
much more than this has been given the — 
mercury has either not been properly tri- — 
turated, or we may conclude that much ~ 
of it has paffed through the inteftines with- 
out being abforbed, or that, the conftitu- © 
tion of the patient refilts ie effect of mer- 
cury. ede , a 
~“Mercurius alkalifatus, and Picnic fos 
lution of mercury in mucilage of gum — 
arabic, ate nearly of the fame nature with 4 
the blue pill, but they are both more apt vs 
to purge, particularly the latter, notwith- — 
ftanding of all that Plenk the inventor has — 
faid to the contrary. When properly pre- — 
pared no more mercury fhould be given — 
in either of thefe formule than in the ; 
mercurial pills and as a much greater 
quantity — 
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"quantity is commonly airecdt. this can 
only proceed from neither of the prepara- 
tions being made with fufficient exacineis, 
and from much of the mercury which 
_ they contain being left altogether inert By 
not being duly triturated. : 
~~ Many will be furprifed at the Gall 
 dotes of thefe articles which I have men- 
_ tioned, as more than double of this is com- 
' monly given. It is not uncommon to ad- 
_ vile fix, feven, or eight of the blue pills 
daily ; and twenty grains of mercurius 
E. alkalifatus i is recommended for a dofe *. 

- Now I know from daily experience that 
' the blue pill when properly prepared can- 
not be given in this quantity. I feldom 
give more than two pills a day, and very 
rarely above three; and in each pill, as 
Ihave obferved, there i is exactly one grain 
_ ofmercury. But the mafs from which 
thefe are formed is prepared with much — 
attention: They are triturated fix or {e- 


ven ee daily for thirty or forty days 5 
; and 


* Vide Mr Hunter’s Trestle on -the a Dif- 


_ bafe, 
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and when the mercurius alkalifatus is pro- 


perly prepared it proves equally powerful; 
but itis fo difficult to feparate the par- 
ticles of mercury when rubbed with a dry 


_ powder, that this preparation is now very | 
»- generally laid afide. It requires to be — 


rubbed for. at: leatt one hundred days, in 
order to bring all the mercury intoa tate 
of activity. iat 


Some are of opinion Wee mercurius 4 
calcinatus is equal in its effects to any of — 
thefe preparations *. The dofe i is a grain — 
or two .evening and morning,. either ing 
the form of a pill or powder. It will'cer- | 
tainly cure the difeafe, and it puts.a ftop- . 
to the fymptoms perhaps as foon as any 


Ss 


? 


XN 


a 


other form. of mercury ; but 1 have fome- — 


times thought that its influence i is not fo 
permanent; that is, the fymptoms have 
been. more apt to recur. after a fufficient 


quantity of this medicine was fuppofed 


tobe given. .But,to afcertain this, fo many — 
facts are. required. that I cannot decifive- 


ly fpeak of it. From all that I know of F: 


eet | it, ay 


itn Vide Appendix, No. 7, ‘ 
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it, however, it does not appear to be equal 
to the blue mercurial pill... The eafe with - 
_ ‘which it is prepared feems to be the only. 
circumftance in which it has a preference 5 
but this is a point of little moment when 
_ put in competition with utility. «Any ten- 
dency whichit has to act upon the ftomach 
_ and bowels may for the moft part be 
- checked by the addition of opium. 
: _Hydrargyrus muriatus corrofivus, com-- 
_ monly termed Corrofive Sublimate, when 
it does not affeé the ftomach, proves fre- 
| quently an ufeful medicine. It was never 
generally employed for internal ufe till. 
the celebrated Van Swieton brought it into 
_ repute. It has fince been much ufed in 
- -almoft every part of Europe; and being 
 eafily difguifed, and not fo apt to falivate 

-as other preparations of mercury, it has 

formed the bafis of almoft all the quack 

medicines that has of late been: employed 
: E for the cure of Lues Venerea. 

The form of ufing this medicine by 
~ Van Swieton is, however, the moft nau- 
-feous of any. He advifes it to be diffol- 
es . ved 


—° 
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ved in fpirits, and one or two {poonfuls— 
_ containing from a quarter to half a grain 


of mercury, Or even more, is commonly 


given evening and morning ;. and this is 
directed to be continued till a cure is ac-— 


complithed *. Few can bear it in this man-._ 


ner; for it not only affects the ftomach 
? uy 1, 


but in this quantity is apt to excite diar- — 
-rhoea. Neither can it be with fafety given | 
in powder, as it is not» eafily levigated fo — 


finely as to prevent it from acting mecha- 


nically upon the ftomach. The beft form 


of ufing it feems to be ina watery folution, 


and this may either be given in a muci- 


laginous mixture or mixed with broths; 


r the folution may be made into a mafs 


p 


with crumb of bread, wheat-flour, or flour 
of liquorice, and divided into pills +. In-_ 


* 


fiead of giving it in larger doles evening — 
and morning, it anfwers better to give the - 
fame quantity dividéd into four or five. 


A grain of mercury may in this manner ~ 


be given daily,‘that is, a quarter of a 


* Vide Appendix No 10. - 
+ Vide Appendix, No, 19. 


erain — 
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: grain four times a-day. Some have ad- 


vifed more, but this is the largeft dof. 


_ that I have ever been able to continue for 
more than two or three days together. 
Opiates do not prove fo effectual in pre- 
venting corrofive fublimate from acting 
upon the ftomach and bowels as they 
commonly do with other preparations of 
“mercury. I have found nothing prove. 
more ufeful for this purpofe than decoc- 
tion of guaicum and mefereon, or plenti- 
ful dilution with mucilaginous drinks and. 
broths. Thefe may act inthe firft. place 
by theathing the ftomach.and bowels di- 
te@ly from the effec of the medicine: zs 
and they may alfo prove ufeful by promo- 
ting the natural tendency which this form 
of mercury feems to have to pais off by 
the fkin. 
_ Mercurius dulcis, or Daher is given 
by fome in large dofes for the cure of ty- 
philis, even to the extent of ten grains 
daily *. I have not found, however, that 
this-is neceflary, and it very commonly 
Evo. II. | R . injures 
_ * Vide Appendix, No. 9. : 


- f 


injures Hoth! the ftomach and’ bowels.’ Te 


anfwers better in dofes' of a graif'repeated’ — | 


to. 
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© ‘ 


three times a day, by which’ it more’ rea-*_ 


dily entérs the blood than when given’ in* . 
larver quantities, a and’ is lefs apt to’ bE car- | 


ried off by ftool. 


= 


This form of mercury Has: Ling heeft inf @ 


general ufé, and theré canfot’ be a wecieoe 


er proof 6F its faféty and utility thin its’ i 
being Ail preferred’ by many of our bet’. 3 
pra actitioliers. “When calomel 1s scom- 


plétely déprived OF 108 Acid, I believe. itd 
to bé oné Of thé beft of our faline prepa= 


a 


rations 6f mercury. In this ftate it com+! 


goonly operates mildly, and is equally’ 

powerful with any other form of the meé-. 

dicine’ in cut ing the veneréal difeafé. 
Mercury in this form is beft given in a 


ay 


Ma 
Sa 


bolus, in pills, . or in powder,, for it ive 


fearcely i in ‘any degree foluble mn water. — 
and it is fo heavy that watery fluids do 


not fufpend it, fo that it cannot ae i 


civen ina mixture. 


“The 
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The pulvis mercurius cinerus is ano- 
Other very ufeful preparation of mercury *. 
It alfo requires to be given in a folid form, 
| The dofe is two, three, or four grains 
_ evening and morning. Some have advit- 
ed. more, but I have not found that in 
common practice more can with fafety’ be 


given. It alfo makes a good mercurial 
ointment on being-mixed in the propor- 


tion of a third part, to two parts of | hogs 
dard. 

Hydrarzyrus wieriotens flavus, or tur- 
-pethum minerale, is particularly apt, as I 
have already obferved, to ad upon the 
ftomach ; but even this form of mercury > 
_may be fo given as to cure the venereal 
difeafe, and yet prove fufficiently mild i in 


its operation+. In dofes of five, fix, or 
_feven grains, it acts as a violent emetic, 
but it may with fafety be given to the ex- 


tent of a grain, two or three times a day, 
“particularly if each dofe be con joined with 
wt a grain of opium. 


R.2*. Hydrargyrus 


_ * Vide Appendix, Nov 5. Vide No. 16. 


st 
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Hydrareyrus acetatus, or mercury com: 


bined with the acid of vinegar, is certain- 
ly more mild in its operation than any of 


the other faline calces of mercury; nay, its 


does not derange the ftomach and bowels 


fo much as triturated mercury is frequent- ~ 
ly found to do; but from all the trials i 
that I have made with it, I do not confi- Fe 
der it as equally certain in curing the ve~ 


‘nereal difeafe. The fymptoms abate while” 
the patient is under it; but if fomé other — 


preparation of mercury is not employed, 
either along with it, or continued after-_ 


wards, they are apt to appear again foon 


after it is laid afide. | 


I have the fame obfervations to offer. 
on phofphat of mercury, a preparation: . 


which, from the mildnefs of its operation, 
I was at firft inclined to confider as an 


ufeful acquifition in the cure of fyphilis. 


After very ample trials, however, of its 


effeds, Iam forry to fay that it has not 


. anfwered. Whether given internally or 
: applied outwardly in the form of diol 
it can feldom be made to affect the gums 


iq 
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in any.confiderable degree, and in diffe- 
rent inftances, the difeafe has returned 
quickly after this preparation had been 
_ continued, as there was much reafon to 
think, for a due length of time. 
I have judged i it proper to take this par- 
ticular notice of all the preparations of 
mercury; now generally employed for in- 
- ternal ufe ; and from what I have faid, it 
_ will. be obvious that fome of them are for 
_ ordinary purpofes preferable to others. In 
common practice, the preparations of mer- 
_ cury obtained by triture, and particularly 
he blue mercurial pil, will be found the 
beft. But as cafes fometimes occur which 
do not. readily yield to any one. form of » 
: medicine, we are under the “necellity of 
having recourfe to others ; 3 and from what 
I_ have already. had occafion to remark, 
the choice may be readily made. I fhall 
befides have. farther opportunities of — 
; fpeaking upon this point in treating of 
_ the cure of the different {ymptoms of the 
: difeate. NORE 
yong Ngan Oe Bur 
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att although: in ‘a great propertion of — 
dafes we may cure the difeafe with' one! or - 
éther of ‘théfe “forms of mercury, andin 
‘oft inftancés with no injury to the con- — 
ftitution, yet ‘we find that’ even ‘the mild- 
“eft! preparation, and under” whatever dau- 
tion it nay” De eiven, is ‘occafiohally apt — 
to injure ‘both the tomach and’ bowels in | 


“fuch a manner that we ‘are ‘tinder the ne- — 


‘ceflity © ‘either | of giving fe’ “th “£60 ‘trial 
‘quantities ‘for the ‘purpofe’ of curing the ¢ 


| ‘difeafe, or of ‘Taying it‘afide perhaps’ en-— 
‘urely, i in “order to make trial of the medi- : 


cine in “fome other Ey iieg 


‘Our fureft’ method of obviating this ef. 
: fe. of mercury, is ‘to throw it. into the : 
: Tyftem by means ‘of. the abforbénts on the 


“furface of the body 5 208 “pradtice which 
‘ought as much as “poll ible to be adopted, i 
“and to which the chief objection i is, the © 
“trouble of applying it, The advantages, 
“however, which atténd it are fo great, “that 
“this and every ‘other’ objection fhould as 
ua as poflible be made to givé “way to 

A patient may “be'fo fituated that he 


Cc annot 
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_cannot ue; the medicine inthis way.;,and 
andtances. fometimes,occur, in,avhich mer- 
_cuty is not readily, taken up. by the .ab- 
forbents onthe furtace. In, both, cafes 
wwe. are, under, the. neceflity | of ‘giving it 
inwardly, but no, other caufe can, oc- 
- pcur-for it. .Nor,, would, either .of thefe 
 egaebenag if the advantages of the prac- 
tice were:fuficiently ex xplained to.our, pa- 
a tients, and due . attention, given. to, the 
“proper, ufe of the, metcurys;., It, fome-. 
-times?indeed, happens, that mercury, does 
 notrveafily: enter the. fyftem,in,any form, 
- “.and:does not in'the wfiual time.afiect either 
a a ipa or. other’ exGRGEAEY. jongans- 


: “difeate : are becent ; we fh it ait ee con- 
_sfined to any/one method of jeure, and the 
“‘unedicine) dthould; be given in eyery, form» 
sin which utus likely. to preve, wleful 5 but 
. gittiis; proper to, remark, that, this kind of 
_ vfailure:.is much, more, frequent from the 
ay internal exhibition of mercury, than from 
_ sithe.outward: application of it, another/im- 
ah patent. advantage. that :we, aia” from 
: R4 . - ufinge ” 


- 
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‘ufing it in this manner. Different rea- © 
“fons indeed may be mentioned’ for this 9 
being the cafe; the readinefs with which 
mercury given by the mouth is carried 
off by ftool; the great quantity of food a 
with which it is often mixed in the fto- — 
mach, and by which we may fuppofe that — 
a confiderable part of the {mall quantity _ 
that we dare ever venture to give inthis 
manner is’ prevented from coming into — 
contaé with the abforbents of the inte- — 
ftines ; and laftly, the great extent of fur- 
face to which we can apply it externally. 

By fome it is alleged as an objection — 
‘to this mode of ufing mercury, -that.— 
“we cannot exadtly afcertain the quantity — 
that enters the fyftem. This, however, — 
holds equally ftrong againft every way in — 
- which we ¢an give it, nor is ita point of © 
“any importance. It isnot fo much by the — 
- quantity that we employ, as by the effects — 
“which refult ‘from it, that we ought to be — 
dire@ted. ‘The ufual effe@s of mercury — 
upon -the mouth, and in the cure of the — 
- different locatesanea of the difeafe, will, 
with — 
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with fome patients, take place from half 
the quantity of the medicine required by 


others 5 but were: it an objeé of much 


more importance than it appears tobe, 


Ido not fee how the quantity of active 


> 


‘mercury entering the fyftem, in any way 


that we ufe it, can be afcertained. 
~ It is alfo mentioned as an objection. to 


.the external. ufe of mercury, that it is 
-more apt to excite falivation than when 
given by the mouth. This, however, ‘is 


not fo much an objection to the practice 
as to the mode of conducting it. .Mer- 


-cury ufed in this manner enters. the fy- 


ftem for the moft part fo readily, that 
thofe who have-not been accuftomed to 


~preicribe. it, are no doubt apt to be de- 


ceived with it. It proceeds quickly to 


othe falivary glands, and is thus more,apt | 
-to excite fudden. falivation than when 


‘taken into the ftomach ;-but this pro- 
‘ceeds altogether from inattention, and 


smay be prevented by applying. the: EF - 


‘cury in {mall quantity at firft; and. in- 
~ereafing it according to its effects. » Our 
| being 
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‘being: able to: affect: the! fyftem more: {pee- 
dilyoby: the : external application of mer- 
‘cury, fhould: be confidered asi another. ad- 
vantage ofithis:mode of ufing it ;' forthe 
“fymptoms iofifyphilis, imfome inftances, 
advance fo rapidly,’ that it-isian object.of 
importance:-to » check them as: _quicklyias: 
‘poflible, “Salivation appears to be-the ef- 
‘fe& Of a certain) quantity of mercury. in” 
ithe’ fyftem, in “whatever way tt 1s intro- 
‘duced.’ ‘Some'of the more acrid prepara- 
_ ‘tions pafs off indeed more'readily by other 
-emunétories, but the milder forms of the 
F medicine, and which I -have:endeavoured 
to thew, ought, ‘in moftvimftances, to be 
“ preferred,’ are: equally ready to excite: fa- 
-livation. “It is true, that) more. time? is 
t) required to throw the quantity neceflary 
‘for this parpofe into: othe: fyftem by-one 
‘mode than by another,» >but when this 
“quantity 1s introduced): the effeé& of ithe 
_ <qmercury upon'the glands: of the. mouth is 
‘uniformly the fame.in whatever, wee itis 
accomplifhed. 
-Upon’the whole, - therefore, jal the. folle 


-jections that have been made rue) this me- 
: | tab thod 
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- ‘thod ‘of ‘exhibiting mercury are: trifling 
- Swhen compared with the advantages ithat 
_ Pefilt! fromit, fothat for general <r 
pr oe ought’ to: be! preferred. sw ded 
» Toowntindeedvthatiat one period L: was 
Bea a, ‘very ‘different : opinion | upon. ‘this 
4 ~point'; ‘but thisiarofe: from my: not : being 
i fo well acquainted with the, fuperior ad- 
eyantages of ufing: mercury imthe form: of 
“andidn ‘as DP tiows am, sand which I now 
_ therefore very! generally. prefer. 

’ “Mercury will pafs into the fyftem in va- 
“tious forms from the furface-of the:bédy. 
*Lues'Venerea' has been cured) by frequent 
| “immerfions: ofthe feet: and/legs in-a-folu- 
‘tion of corrofive fublimate.: ‘Phe applica- 
Ytion: of a'mercurial platter to the: furface 
6fthe bedyjifvof any confiderable extent, 
tl wilPalfo'etire the difeafe ;. and we are:in- 
_“@ebtéed to’ Mr Clare of London foria third 
-%iethod of throwing ny into the:fyd 
Geen from the Sta Baer ai ‘ Ay rubbing ca- 

Rata 1 lowe! 

aes Vide ¢ an ny on the Cure oF Abfceffes by Cant 


+a tic, “&c. alfo a’ New ‘Method of intrdducing : Mércuny 
YGitto the Circulation, by P. Clare, Surgeon. 
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lomel into the infide of the. cheeks Mr 
Clare found,’and his obfervations have in 
fome degree been confirmed by experience, 
that we can not only excite falivation by 
this. means, but cure every fymptom of 
fyphilis. Nay, the rubbing of a few grains 
of calomel, mercurius cinereus or mefcu- 
rius phofphoratus, upon the: infide of the 
“preputium or labia pudendi foon affects 
the fyftem and excites the:mercurial foetor 
in the breath: and forenefs of the; gums. 
But although I have found, this in fome | 
inftances true, the -practice has. alfo in 
-feveral of the: trials that [made with it 
failed entirely ; that is, it) didnot, cure 
the fymptoms for which it was, employed, 

and which were ‘afterwards removed, by 
other: preparations of mercury. | muft 
own, however, that the-experience that I 
have had of this method of ufing mer- 
cury does not entitle me to {peak decifiye- 
ly concerning it; but I conclude, either 
that fimilar failures, or fome other objec= 
tions of importance, have .occurred to it 


in the Brattice of others, for we do not. 
| now 
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now hear that it is employed, although 

Mr Clare’s book has been A Mgt a great 
Riahy years. 

One obvious caufe of this, and of the 
other modes that I have mentioned of 
| -ufing mercury externally, falling into dif- 
~ufe is, that all of them appear to be in- 
-ferior to the method of introducing it 
in the form of an ointment, which was 
the firft, I may obferve, that was employ- 
ed for the cure of Lues Venerea. It is 
commonly termed the method of cure by 
- unction, or inundtion, 

An ointment for this purpofe may be 
made with different proportions of mer- 
cury ; but the beft that I have tried is 
that in which there are two parts of the 

-unguent to one of crude mercury. In the 
form commonly ufed the ointment and 

mercury are in equal parts; but the other, 

while it appears to excite falivation with 
equal readinefs, and in the fame {pace of. 
time, has the advantage of not being fo 
ppt to irritate the fkin. 

is 7 -The 
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iobhe; ointment. in, common: ufe is pre-. 
Hushd by. triturating crude meroury with 
purified hog’s lard, in one or other of the 


proportions that [have mentioned. This — 
requires a great, deal of triture.in order to — 


render the mercury, fufficiently active. 
With a view. to,fave the trouble of this 
an ointment is fometimes prepared,, by 


adding: a third, part, of mercurius cinereus, — 
or mercurius phofphoratus, to, two. third — 
parts of lard; but, as I have already obs § 


ferved, the fads of this laft preparation, 


in fo far as my obfervation of it has gone, 


do not warrant the dependence that fome 


have placed. on, it for the cure of this dif : : 


-_eafe. 

In order to. promote ‘the ane of 
mercury it has been the practice with 
many to advife the body to. e immerfed 


ina warm bath, once and again, before — 
the courfe is commenced, and to repeat it” 
once or twice a-week during the whole — 
continuance of it. They likewife think — 
that the bathing proves ufeful by giving 


the mercury a particular determination to. 
the 
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the (kin, and thus preventing-it from pro-- 
ducing falivation. Phavenot found, how~ 
ever, that a’ frequent’ ufe of the warm: 
- Bath‘is néceflury.: It'cannot in every. fi-: 
tiation be obtained’ but with: much’ diff-: 
culty, and if not very properly conducted 
it is apt, duringacourfe of mercury, to: 
" éxpofe the patient to: faffer from the ef- 
| fects of cold. | Before the commencement 
_ of the courfe, éfpecially where the. tkin ts 
particularly hard and dry; Il have fome- 
timesthought it right to advife the ule of 
 4@ warm: bath, but as in’ other inftances of © 


a fimilar'naturé the remedy has anfwered) _ 


équally well where this precaution was 
‘not taken, I do not conceive that itis of 
_ thuch importafice, and Pnow feldom em 
ploy Mea Ho : " 
| Where mercury is olsietiy ieblisiseid gay" ps 
' thé removal.of 4 local fymptom, fuch as 
_ bubs, we endeavour tomake it pafs through 
' thé lyniphatie veflels of the part, and in 
fuch cafes this determines the place to 
Which the oiritment fhould be applied; 
- but Whe no local fymptom takes place, - 
| 1C 
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it may be applied sain equal fafety and 


propriety to any part of the body, and 


the place of application fhould.be changed. | 
from day to day. By this means we do; — 
not irritate the fkin, which can fearcely, — 
be avoided when mercury is’ repeatedly — 
applied to the fame place, at the fame — 


time that we promote the abforption, of i 
the mercury. I may alfo remark, that al- 


though, for the reafons which I have given, 


above, it does) not appear to be neceflary, 


to immerfe the whole body in a warm, 
bath during a courfe of mercury, yet that — 
fome vadvantage is derived from caufing — 


the parts upon which the ointment has 


been rubbed be well, bathed with foap and 
water before repeating it upon the fame ~ 
place. It may therefore be proper to ad- 


vife it to be generally done, 


In applying the ointment, fome haved 
{imagined that we need only lay it upon | 
the fkin, and that it will enter the ab- — 
forbents with equal certainty whether a 
fridion is ufed or not.. This, however, is — 
by no means-the-cafe. I have repeatedly 
a : put 


or. S- 
pt r 


— 
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put it to the tett of experiment, and it evi- 
dently appears that abforption is promoted 
_ by gentle fri@ion. This indeed is fo con- 
_fonant to general experience, that fome 
“may be furprifed at my taking noti¢e of 
dt, nor would I have judged it neceflary 
| Ge the contrary dpinion had snot of late 
| been fupported by authority of fome 
1" weight. 
_ When the hae: of a patient admits 
_ of it, the friGion fhould be applied with — 
| his own hands : Otherwife it mutt be done 
by an affiftant, his hands being covered 
with a thin bladder. For want of this 
precaution, the affiftant is apt to be faliva- 
ted while the patient is deprived of a por- 
‘tion of the mercury. According to the 
nature of the cafe, from adrachm and a 
half to two drachms of the ointment thould 
‘be oe in ied and it oe are better 


| at once. Ror the ndepie of hiya pro- . 
| perly this quantity of ointment, that is, 
| from forty-five grains to a drachm, twen- 
|: ty or twenty five minutes of gentle fric- 
Aon. IT. 5 tion 
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tion is required the patient while under — 


it being expofed: to the heat of va mode- i 


_ -yate fire. 


VI. Of the Duration of a Mesbunial Conf be 
and the Quantity o Mercury to be jee 


bited. 


ee 


In ms preceding parts of this feGionk 


I have enumerated the different prepara- | 


. aoa 


tions of mercury which chiefly merit at-_ 


tention, with the dofés of each. which 


may with fafety be employed. 1 am now — 


to offer a few obfervations upon the quan-_ 
tity of mercury to be given, and the 
length of time to which a courfe of this 
- medicine fhould extend ; queftions of the 
firft importance in the treatment of - the 


- venereal difeafe. | 
As falivation is one of the moft obvious 


effects of mercury, practitioners began | 


very early to imagine that the morbid 


matter of Lues Venerea was carried off in. | 


this manner ; and at laff it was generally 
! believag 


prays kc. 
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believed that a cure could not be obtained, 
if a very confiderable difcharge of IES 
did not take place. In confequence of 
this every patient labouring under Lues 


_ Venerea was made to falivate; and as it was 
_ thought to be of importance to have this. 
_ quickly accomplifhed, mercury was im- 
i mediately applied in the moft effe@ual 


‘manner for this purpofe. It was either 
preicribed in large dofes by the mouth, 


i 


, 
| 
t 


Pe 


or frictions with ftrong mercurial oint- 


ment were applied over the legs and-arms, 
and in fome inftances even over the whole 


oy 


In this manner fips fyftem was quickly 


charged with as much mercury as it could 
dear, and for the moft part a cure of all 
the fymptoms was no doubt obtained: But 


the fudden manner in which this ‘great 


“quantity of mercury was introduced, and 


the violent evacuations which it excited, 
together with the low regimen with which 
it was commonly accompanied, reduced 
even the ftrongeft conftitutions to a de- 
‘Sree of debility from. which they did not 
eee often 
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often entirely recover; fo that)a, great — 
proportion of at opeatel propio fank une a 
iderithivaitogin = 
A courfe of mercury, undated; in. osha “ 
manner, became ‘therefore nearly as for+ — 
‘midable‘as the difeafe for which it» was. Be 
prefcribed, and no, other remedies being 
difcovered, the fame practice was ftill pure 
fued till a. ‘tonfiderable time afters the 
commencement of the »prefent century. 
About this period fome abatement /of this 
_xigorous courfe was introduced 3.,but. it _ 
was mot till of late years that any. mater 
-yial innoyation tock place init. i a 
: 

: 


aes iictasinin sims ziat aR 


This may be confidered as one dvi 
tage among others that might be mention= _ 
ed, which we have derived from rational — 
theory. Some practitioners fafpeding 
that the falivary difcharge produced by — 
_ mercury, could not probably be the | 
means by which the cure of Lues Vene- 
‘rea was accomplifhed, and fome ell 
which favoured this fappofition being 
made, they foon came to. think that all 
the repens: of the difeafe might be re- 

moved 
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moved with much lefs mercury than had 
_ eommonly been employed. If the change 
of! practice, which occurred asa confe- 
_ quence of this opinion, had refted here, 
~ much advantage would have been derived 
- from it. But this did not happen: In all 
attempts to introduce alterations while 
- we endeavour to avoid one extreme we 
are apt to fall into another. The incon: 
 veniences and diftrefs induced by mer- 
Be cury in the way 1n which it had formerly 
_ been given, being fo great, that every pa- 
tient was afraid of being put- under it, 
any alteration that was propofed for lef- 
 fening their fufferings was moft. readily 
adopted, and practitioners -perfuading 
 themfelves that it might be done with 
# fafety,and withing to adapt the treatment — 
~ of the difeafe to the feelings of their pa- 
tients, they unfortunately allowed this to 
“yearry them too far. So faras the eafe and 
i comfort of a patient is confiftent with his 
 fafety he ought ‘certainly to enjoy them, 
but more than’ this he fhouwld not be in- 
_ dulged in. There s. reafon, however, 

th S3 eed 


| 
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to think that this has happened, in the 
change of practice whieh has taken place ~ 
in Lues Venerea. Inftead of the full fa- 


livation that the patients were former- — 


ty put under, and the ftri& confine- — 
ment with which this was accompanied, a — 
courfe, commonly termed alterative, was | 
judged fufficient. In this, if the mercury — 
is allowed merely to be felt in the breath, — 
or by the flighteft forenefs of the gums, . 
it is feldom permitted to go farther, and ~ 
the patient, in a great proportion of cafes — 
is allowed during the whole time that he — 

is taking it to go abroad. That this will ~ 
commonly prove fufficient in flight infec- — 
tions, and often in thofe of a wor fenature, 
if the courfe is carried to a proper length, — 

I know from experience is true; but I 
alfo know that it ultimately fails in a ~ 

great proportion of old or inveterate cafes. 
Even in thefe it foon gives a check to the | 
fymptoms, and will ‘often make them die ) 
appear 3 but wherever the fyftem is deep- 
ly injured, particularly. if the difeafe has 
attacked the bones, although a cure may 

| al 
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| in fome inftances be completed by fuch a 
‘courfe, and in all of them -may be appa- 


rently, obtained, yet in many the difeafe 


will afterwards break out again, and in all, 
even. the firft removal of the fymptoms, 
_ willbeprotracted toa much greater length 
than if more mercury had been given at 
‘ once. ie } 


When I firft engaged in prattice, the 


treatment of Lues Venerea upon this plan 
>was by many adopted in its fulleft extent, 


and I acknowledge that few went more 


freely into it than [ did. The opinion of 
- falivation being unneceflary, and that an 


alterative courfe was fufficieént, had not 


only been taught in the ichools of medi- 


cine, but the praétice had been adopted 
by many of our beft phyficians and fur-_ 
geons. Beginners therefore went readily 


into it; but if others from farther expe- 


tience have been led to form the fame. opi- 


‘nion of it which I have done, it will foon, | 
except in,the flighteft cafes, be generally 
taidafide. The refult-of all my experi- 
ence is, that to render general practice in 
| the yenereal difeafe fafe, that is, to guard 


S 4 as 
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as much as poflible againft a return of the — 
difeafe, a middle courfe muft be obferved is 
between the fevere degrees of falivation — 
which our forefathers judged neceflary a 
and the oppofite extreme into which the 
moderns have fallen. i 
In cafes of a flight nature, ‘Kine ie i 
the incipient ftate of mild chancres, what oe 
is commonly termed an alterative courfe a 
will commonly be firficient. If the mouth. a 
be rendered gently fore, and kept in this — 
ftate for eight or ten days after the chan- | 
cres are cured, no more will be neceflary. | 
But even in the treatment of chancres on- 
ty, if they have been of long duration, or if 
not of the mildeft kind, and in every — 

other fymptom of the difeafe, the mercu- 
| TY fhould in’a gradual manner be given fo — 
_as either to induce a very confiderable de- 
‘gree ‘of forenefs.in the mouth, and‘ which — 
in moft inflances will be attended with 
atl indreated difcharge from the falivary 
glands;‘or when from peculiarity of con- | 
- ftitution this cannot be induced, werthionlale . 
perfil in 1 the ule of bagi till the’ fe- 

brite 
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_brile fymptoms which it ufually excites, 
_ are brought to‘as great a height as the 


patient can eafily bear.” It will generally 
indeed be perceived that the fymptoms 


to which I allude, cannot be cured but 
_ with fuch a quantity of mercury as per- 
_haps in every inftance excites heat, quick- 
: nels of pulfe, anxiety, and reftleffnefs, and 
_ in proportion as the patient is able to bear 
_ thefe ina greater or leffer degree, the foon- 
~ er and more desig ne will he get free of 
_ the difeafe. 


I have’ already obferved that I oye: a | 


- general preference to the method'of cure 
_ by union; but whatever preparation of 
_ mercury we employ, it ought, in ordinary © 
ee cafes, to be pufhed ina gradual manner 
\, to kif extent that I have mentioned ; and 
_ when as much of it is ufed as is fufGicient . 
: for this effect, it fhould be continued fo 

as to keep the fyftem in an equal degree 
under its influence, not only till all the 
i. ee rcons of the difeafe are removed, but 


for fome time thereafter. This will in. 
_ different cafes happen-at different periods 


of 


e 


266. Of the Remedies ufed Ch. IV. 


of a courfe, and with very different quan-_ 
‘tities of mercury. Itis therefore obvious 4 
that nothing decifive can be mentioned, 
either of the length of time to whicha ~ 
mercurial courfe fhould extend, or of the — 
quantity of the medicine that fhould be 
given. The fureft, and perhaps only 
guide that fhould be trufted, is the refult — 
of experience in fimilar cafes; and as the 
certainty of guarding againft a relapfe is ~ 
a point of the firft importance, nothing ~ 
fhould ever be left in doubt that may be — 
required for this purpofe. In all primary 3 
affections, that i is, in chancres and buboes 
‘only, and where no other fymptom of the 
difeafe has appeared, I have found, that a — 
courfe of mercury, conducted in the man- 
ner I have mentioned, and continued for — 
a fortnight after the fymptoms have dif-_ 
appeared, has at all times proved. fuffici- 
ent; but wherever the fkin, throat, or : 
bones have. been affected, I now always — 
advife the remedy to be perfifted, in for — 
the {pace of a month after the cure 1s ap- 
parently completed.. I cannot pofitively i 
fay a 
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fay that lefs than this would not do, but 


ina matter of fuch moment, where the 


health and happinefs, not only of the pa-. 
tient, but of his progeny, are at ftake, it 


E is better to exceed by giving occafionally 
_ fomewhat more than might be neceflary, 
than incur the fmalleft rifk of the poifon 
_ being ever to appear at a future period. 


<i 


I have faid that in ordinary practice the 


_ mercury fhould be pufhed in a gradual 
manner to the extent to which we mean 


to carry it; that is, a fmall quantity 
fhould be employed at firft, and gradual- 


ly increafed till the full effects expe@ed 


from it are excited, by which we not only 


avoid the inconveniencies arifing from a 
_ falivation too fuddenly induced, but are 


thereby enabled to throw ina larger quan- 


“tity, and to keep the fyftem more com- 
_ pletely under its influence during the 
whole courfe than we can ever do when 


much mercury is given at once; and this, 
Imay obferve, is a point of the firft im- 
portance in the treatment of fyphilis, for 


zi mhoever has paid attention to the fitb ject, 


mutt 


ban 


7 SR 


~ 
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muft have chbcatved that our fuccefs de- = 
pends, in ‘a great meafure, upon the effects i 


of the medicine being fully and regularly 7 
kept up during the whole duration of the 
courfe, and which can feldom be done - 
where it is not given in a gradual manner ~ 
at firft. When the fever, falivation, and © 
other fymptoms become fevere, and which 
they feldom fail to do when the mercury | 
is given in large quantities at firft, an in-— 
terruption muft neceflarily take place, and 
it is the effe@ of every interruption to 
protract the continuance of the courfe, ¥ 
_ and often to deceive both the practitioner 4 


and patient. My opinion, in fhort, upon 


this point is, that our certainty of obtain- ¥ 
‘inga fpeedy and permanent cure of Lues — 
Venerea, is not merely in proportion to the a 
quantity of mercury, that we employ, but g 
to the quantity which in an active flate 
can be thrown into the 2: ftem 1 in’a \ given > 


fpace of time. 


But while with a view to this I have | 
advifed that in common practice mercury — 
fhould be given at firft in a gradual Ora 

flow 
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flow mannez, it is proper to remark that. 


cafes are fometimes met with in which it 
is neceflary to adopt a different practice. 


- Wherever the fymptoms of the difeafe are 
urgent, from their being deeply feated in 


parts of much. importance, and from the 
“progrefs which they are making being ra- 


fs pid, we are juftified 1 in deviating from this 


ee ee ee ee ee er ee Se ee ee 
* > 3 % 


general rule, and in applying the mercu-. 


ry) in fuch a-manner as will moft fpeedily 


and'in a very ample quantity throw it 
into the fyftem. “In this way a check will 
_ feon be giyen to the farther progrefs.of 
the difeafe, _when the medicine, during 


the reft of che. courfe, may be given in 


B the: gradual y manner which I have. juft 
| pointed out... 


The time to 1 pe iiiostan in a courte 
of mercury, and the quantity to be given, _ 


_ are circumftances, as I have already ob- 
- ferved, that cannot with any exactnefs be 


afcertained... They depend in a great 
meafure, as | have had eccafion to remark, 


upon the effects which they produce ; but 
BT may -obferye in general, that few cafes 


arg 
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oe 


ate fo bad as to require the: eourfe, when — 
properly: condudted, to be continued long- : 


er than nine or ten weeks. In recént ca- 


fes four or five weeks are for the moft part 


fufficient; while in fomé obftinate old af- 


fe€tions, where the bones have either been _ 
difeafed, or the ulcers foul and extenfive, 
I have known it neceflary to go on to the © 


twelfth or thirteenth week. 
During thefe periods ointment, of the 


ftrength Ihave mentioned, may be rubbed 
in from the quantity of three ounces to— 


eight or ten. “When the blue mercurial 
pill is employed and properly prepared, 


dive a: << , 
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the quantity may vary from four or five — 
drachms to two ounces; oreventotwoand — 
a half, or three ounces. Whenever thefe — 
quantities are exceeded, therg is much — 
caufe to fuppofe that a ‘great proportion — 
of the medicine has not entered the fyf 3 


tem, either from the improper method of t 


applying it or fome other caufe. - 


The opinion which I have thus ven. 
7 


tured to fuggeft, of .the effets of mercu- - 
ry depending sie upon the quantity & 


which — 


Sed. IV. in Lues Venerea 271 


which in‘an active flate can be thrown 
- into the fyftem ina given {pace of time, 
will, at firft, be doubted by many. Being 
contrary to the practice which now gene- 
rally prevails, few may be inclined to fol- 
_ low it, but thofe who do will have the fa- 
_ tisfaction to find that by means of it they 
' render their patients much more fecure — 
’ than can ‘ever be done in any other 
manner. By giving as large a quantity 
_ of mercury as tle patient can with fafety 
bear, they will find, that the moft invete- 
rate fymptoms of the difeafe may be cured 
- in much lefs time, and with much more 
certainty than they ufually are by an al- 
terative courfe, which, however ‘well. it 
_ may be adapted for the cure of the flighter 
fymptoms of fyphilis, is by no means fuf- 
ficient for-the removal of the more ad- 
vanced ftages of the difeafe. ty 
_ Many pradtitioners think that the fame 
quantity of mercury muft prove equally 
~-ufeful in whatever time it may be given, 
vided the mouth be kept moderately - 
pore during the whole pepo This, how- 
. ever, 
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ever, is not the cafe, and the opinion can 3 
only be fupported. by men of little expe- 
- gience in this branch of bufinefs. Ihave 
met with various inftances;of venereal — 
fores, as well as other fymptoms, which § 
had éither obftinately refifted a very long © 
continued. courfe of this kind, or which — 
had recurred from time to time after a 4 
cure had. been fuppofed tobe obtained; 
and which at lait: were entirely removed - 
by a much lefs quantity of thezmedicine 
being given in afhorter period.» What l 
with to inculcate is, that the: more in- 
veterate fymptoms of the difeafe will fel- 
dom yield to an alterative courfe of mer- 
cury, however long it may be protracted, , 
. while the fame or even a fmaller quan- S 
tity of the medicine will often fucceed, 
when given fo as to keep the fyftem, al- 
, though for a fhorter period, yet more com- 
pletely under its influence. | have nowthe 
hiftory of more than fifty cafes in which 
this actually happened ; where venereal — 
{ores, from refifting mercury under anal- — 
terative courfe, were judged to be incur- — 
able, and where complete cures were after- Pp , 
ward s 
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“wards Cae oes “merely by giving the 
‘fame, or perhaps a fmaller quantity of 
Benereury, in a fhorter {pace of time. 


- 


VII. Of the Regimen to be objerved during a 
a Courfe of Mercury. — | 
e Lr was formerly the practice here, as it 
ftillis in fome parts of Europe, to put every 
patient while taking mercury, upon a low © 
‘diet, and previous to the commencement 
of the courfe, blood-letting and purgatives 
were commonly prefcribed. 

When in a full habit of body it is necef- 
hy to throw in a large quantity of mer-— 
-cury quickly, and efpecially when it is 
“known that the patient has been liable to 
inflammatory complaints, fome previous 
-€vacuation is proper, and the patient, du- 
ting the firft part of the courfe, fhould be 
kept upon a low allowance. © But in gene- 
ral there is no caufe for this, and the cure 
| ‘proceeds with leat difficulty when the, | 
Patient i is kept upon his ufual diet. It is _ 

Vou. II. T the 
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the ufual effect indeed of mercury to pro- 


duce weaknels in fuch a degree, that if not — j 
counteracted by nourifhing diet, it is apt | 
to injure the conftitution in a very import- — 
ant manner. Of this I have met with * 
fuch a number of inftances, that unlefs — 


where fome {trong objeGion. occurs to it, 3 
I always defire a patient under mercury — 
to live as. well as if he was in full health. — 
A full allowance of animal food would, — 
in moft inftances, be improper, but I have 


rag ane pitti sid x 


Sr 


mever obferved any harm enfue from a_ 
plentiful ufe of fuch other articles as did — 


not difagree with the ftomach and bowels. 


When mercuryis taken by the mouth, acid ~ 
vegetables fometimes do harm ; but there 
ss no caufe for avoiding them when the — 


cure is conducted by unction. — 


Patients under mercury are commonly — 
defired to ayoid wine and even mait li-. 
quor. A great quantity of either fhould 
never perhaps be given; but in moderate 
quantities they may be allowed with fafe-_ 
ty. Different opinions have alfo been 


+ 


we 


. 


sntertained of the propriety of patients | 


going: 


, 
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going abroad while under mercury. So 
| far as my obfervation enables me to judge, 
| there thould be but one opinion upon the 
| fubje@. We are often obliged to permit 
| venereal patients when ufing mercury to | 
| go abroad, and to manage their ordinary 
| bufinefs, but I have never done fo but with 
| regret. Expofure to the irregularities of 
| the atmofphere always does harm in a 
| eourfe of mercury. It is apt to produce 
diftrefs at ftomach, pains in the bowels, | 
and purging. This neceflarily impedes 
the Operation of the medicine, by which 
the cure is not only protracted but rendér- 
{ ed more uncertain. I am clearly of opi-. 
‘nion therefore, that this kind of expofure | 
fhould at all times be avoided. At the 
| fame time I do not think it neceflary that 
‘patients ufing mercury fhould be kept in 
‘a great degree of heat. On the contrary, . 
auch advantage i 1S SaryeK from their li- 


a om eee 


in a degree of Heat Doe agreeable to he ir 
a a. ‘Nay, except in the cold 
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neceflity for- confinement to one apart: 4 
ment; and any unufual quantity of cloth-— 
ing, whether in bed or during the day, is” 
altogether unneceflary. In fhort, much 
expofure appears abvioutly to prove, hurts 
ful, while no advantage | is derived from 
the patient being kept in an wana de | 
gree of heate ee et 
I think it proper, Hence to bie 
with refpect to clothing, that, linen fhould 
NEVER: ne worn next the {kin ‘during au 


fweats much | or not, it keeps the ocean of 
his body colder. than it ought ; to be ; and 
if liable to profule perfpiration he is even 
apt to be hurt. by. it. Flannel thouldyd be 
worn during the cold af winter and {pri 1g, | 
and egttom when the weather i 1S temperate ‘ 


Sect. IV. in Lues Venerea, an 


VIL. Of Pee Salivation.and pay other 
Ejects of Mercury. 


We have already had occafion to fee, 
that in the cure of Lues Venerea no ad- 
vantage is to be derived from any increafe . 
that’ may be made to any of the fecretions. — 
But we have alfo feen, that the advanced. 
-flages of- the difeafe cannot be with cer- 
tainty cured without fach a quantity of 
mercury, being thrown into the fyftem as 
very commonly excites an increafed dif. 
charge of all:the fecretions, and. particu- 
larly of the faliva. . When this: proves 
moderate, no-harm enfues from it, but.oc- 
cafionally: a falivation arrives; at fuch a 
height as to produce much ineonveniency 
and diftrefs. Indeed the readinefs: with 
which meroury:in fome cafes: runs to the. 
mouth is fuch, that it is with difficulty a. 
: fufficient quantity for curing the difeafe 
_ can. be. given; 3 and-it produces, I may ob 
3 | ferve, 
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ferve, one of the moft diftrefsful circum- ) 3 
ftances that we meet with in practice. 

The moft certain method of preventing 
fevere falivation is the gradual exhibition 
of. mercury in the manner I have point-— 3 
ed out. Occafionally we fucceed by ~ 
guarding againft external cold; by con- 4 
finement to the houfe and the ufe of — 
warm clothing of flannel or cotton. But — 
while in this manner we fupport a gentle a 
and equal flow of the matter of. per{pira-' 4 
tion, fevere fweating is to be avoided, — 
which always proves hurtful, and even ~ 
fometimes, as I have thought, more fo — 
than profufe falivation, But in fome cafes, 
even with all the attention that can be ~ 
given, the mouth becomes quickly fore, ~ 
anda difcharge of faliva takes pines foon- » 
er than we expedt. yh a : 

_Purgatives are the vatnbaies anit fre- i 
quently employed for removing faliva- 


tion: I: have not found, however, that “a 


they prove ufeful, and when perfifted in e 
they never fail to do harm, for they weak- 
pg fi en 
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- en the patient, while they feldom leffen 
the difcharge of faliva. 

Blifters have alfo been advifed. The 
fenfe of fuffocation, which the fwelling 
of the falivary glands fometimes excites, 
would appear to indicate the ufe of bli 
ters. We do not perceive, however, that 
- they have much influence upon the dif- 

_ charge, while by the irritation which they 

_ produce they very commonly do harm. 

‘As fulphur when combined with mer- 
cury renders it fo inert that it fcarcely » 
aéts upon the human body, many have 
imagined that it muft tend to leflen the 
ordinary effects of mercury upon the fyf- 
tem. We do not however find that thefe 
views which theory fuggefted are in prac- 
tice realized. Sulphur has often been 
- employed for leflening the violence of 
 falivation, but in the courfe of my obfer- 
- yation, no inftances have occurred of any 
_ advantage being derived from it. | 

To me it appears that this effect of mer- 
cury is entirely local, and to be cured 
- therefore with moft certainty by local 
A By tees remedies. 
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remedies. It is obviouflythe confequence, — 


of irritation produced. by mercury. upon — 
the falivary glands.: The dread therefore — 


which fome have entertained of the ufe 


of local remedies feems to have no good: 
foundation ; and accordingly I have found: 
that:they may be employed.with freedom. — 
As a wath for this: purpote,. lime-water 


proves ufeful, but it requires to be dilut-. — 


. ed. A ftrong infufion.of red-rofe leaves, 4 
of galls, oak bark, and other aftringents, 
proves alfo ferviceable; . but the moft. ef-. 


fectual application that I have employed; — 


isa ftrong folution of borax *, A. fpoons. 
ful of the folution, being kept.in the mouth, 
from’ time to time proves pleafant and. 
_foothing, and at laft it has often an obvious, 
effect upom the. quantity of the difcharge. 
In fome degree it may prove ufeful as an) 
aftringent, but it: feems to act chiefly ast # 
a fedative, by leflening the irritable She a 
of the falivary glands... | o. 

| Ten 


# Vide Appendix, No. 20, 
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It is. evidently. in. this. “manner ‘that’ 
opium proves: ufeful: in removing: faliva- 


tion; for although fome advantage “is de- 


rived from applying it directly to: the 


parts affected inthe form of ‘a gargle,. it 


proves always’ much more ufeful. when 
given internally. A dofe of laudanutmy) 
fufficient to allay the irritation and: pain - 
of a profufe'falivation, and to procure 
fleep during the night, not only gives tem- 
porary’relief, but is the moft powerful re-: 
medy’ we' can employ for removing’ the 
difcharge.” | When the uneafinefs is feyere 


the iat fhould alfo: be repeated in the 


morning. | 
Where, Sdiwation’ comes fuddenly to’ a. 


. asanen height than the quantity of mer- 


cury fhould give us: caufe: to expect, we 


are apt'to be atia lofs, and’ become afraid 
of giving more left: diftretéok confequen- 
ces fhould:enfue. In fuch circumftances, 
however, I have often found that although 
the fame quantity of mercury was. con- 
tinued daily, yet the falivation did not in-" 


 ereafe, and:that in this manner it might 
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be given till the cure was complete. This 
does not indeed always happen ; but it fuc- 
ceeds fo frequently, that in every inftance 
it fhould be tried ; for a cure may thus be: 
accomplifhed in a few weeks which other- 
wife might be protracted | for feveral 
months. | 
I have alfo had é¢cafion to remark, if 
falivation excited in this manner be al- 
lowed to fubfide entirely, that the fame or 
even a greater quantity of mercury, may 
afterwards be exhibited without any rifk 
of the difcharge coming again to a fimilar 
_ height. Of this, indeed, I have met with 
fuch a number of inftances, that I would 
advife the practice always to be adopted, 
when a proper quantity of mercury cannot 
be continued with fafety from the firft. 
One of the moft diftrefsful occurrences 
that we meet with in this difeafe proceeds 
from a peculiarity inherent in fome con- 
ftitutions, by which eyen the fmalleft 
quantity of mercury is apt to ruth with 
violence tothe mouth. It is particularly 
apt to happen. where the patient labours 
under 
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A under the fea {curvy. In this cafe our 


only remedy is the removal of the fcor- 
butic diathefis by a plentiful ufe of acid 
vegetables and other antifcorbutics; but 
_where it does not proceed from this caufe 
all that we can do is to give thofe prepa- 
rations of mercury that are leaft apt to 
affect the mouth, and to prefcribe them in 


_ the fmalleft dofes. In this view corrofive 


fublimate in {mall quantities anfwers well; 
and in fuch conftitutions I have fometimes 
found that Plummer’s pill, a combination 
of calomel and fulphur, on which in com- 
_ mon practice no great dependence is com- 
monly placed, has proved completely fuc- 
cefsful *. | | 
_, It luckily happens, however, where fa- 
livation is thus eafily excited, that the 
fymptoms of fyphilis in general yield to 
a fmall quantity of mercury. Some of 
the worft fymptoms of the difeafe will 
- give way to a falivation induced by a very 
. few grains of mercury. Even the uneafi- 
nefs produced by nodes fubfides at once 
| on 


* Vide Appendix, No, 21. _ 
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on falivation wae fully excited. . Butt 
is proper to remark that this firft effe@ of 
the mercury will not prove permanent if 
it be not’ followed with farther quantities, 


given at fuch intervals.as the ftate of the 


falivation wilh admit. Dhave repeatedly 
found, however, that this) may be- done 


with fafety, even where.a fevere degree’ 


of falivation' has! previoufly taken: place. 


In one cafe of deep venerealulcers on the 
fhoulder and’on the head, as well as) of ‘a: 


node: upon one of ‘the bones of the fore 
arm, a violent falivation was. excited by 
the exhibition of five mercurial pills, each 
of which contained only one grain of 


mercury. This gave an entire check to 
the pain which accompanied’ the node, 


and to the progrefs of the ulcers’; and al- 


though other five: pills only were given, 


the falivation was kept up for eight weeks, 


when the fores healed and the cure was: 


complete; at leaft' no venereal: fymptoms © 


have yet appeared, although feveral coi 


have cle pia 
| In 
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In the progrefs of a long continued fa-— 
livation, tooth-ach and pains in the jaws 
and gums are apt to occur, and they add 
much to the diftrefs of the patient. One 
important advantage is gained from oi 


ving mercury in a gradual manner; by 
beginning with fmall quantities and in-- 
-creafing them flowly the glands of thefe 
parts donot fwell fo faddenly, nor is the 


pains which enfue fo fevere as when large | 
dofes are given at once. We alfo derive 
advantage from keeping the parts covered 


with thin flannel. Indeed flannel feems 


here to be equally ufeful as in the ordi- 


nary form of rheumatifm ; from which, 


and from the refemblance which thefe 

pains bear to rheumatic affections, I. con- 

clude that they are of the fame nature. 
Before a patient enters upon a courfe of 


mercury, if there is caufe to imagine that. 


he will be long kept under it, and that.a 
large quantity will be required, we may — 
fave him a good deal of diftrefs, by in- 
fpecting his mouth, and removing any 


teeth that are either very loofe, or much 


fpoiled 2 
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fpoiled ; for teeth in this ftate never fail 
to give much pain when the full effe@ of 
the mercury upon the mouth has taken 
place. The points of teeth that are rag- 
ged fhould alfo be removed, as they are | 
apt to produce painful and troublefome 
ulcers on the contiguous parts as foon as 
they become much fwelled. 2 
Ulceration of the infide of the cheeks 
and other parts of the mouth occurs alfo, 
and often in a very diftrefsful manner, as 
the effect of mercury alone, where no 
teeth in a difeafed ftate can ‘ difcover- 
ed. The moft effectual method of pre-— 
venting this is, to caufe the patient wath 
his mouth feveral times a-day, perhaps 
every two hours, during the whole conti- 
nuance of the courfe, with port-wine and — 
water, an infufion of red-rofe leaves, or 
any other aftringent. In this manner we 
ftrengthen the parts againft the ufual ac- 
tion of the medicine, and it alfo proves 
ufeful by preventing that foulnefs of the 
mouth which in every courfe of mercury 
is apt to take place. Fig tea and other 
emollients 
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emollients are commonly employed for 
this purpofe, but I have not found that 
they anfwer fo well as aftringents. _ 

_ In {peaking of the different preparations 
' of mercury I had occafion to remark that 
almoft all of them, when given internally, 
are apt to injure the ftomach and bowels. 
It is chiefly the bowels, however, which 
fuffer from mercury, and they do fo in 
_ fome inftances in a very alarming degree. 
_ The purging which takes place proves not 
: only painful and debilitating, but often 
obftinate. At firft the difcharge confifts 
chiefly of feces, but afterwards thefe are 


_ mixed with flime, and often with confi- 


_ derable quantities of blood. The patient 
is alfo apt to fuffer from a. ae tenel- 
mus. 

- From the fimilarity of fymptoms we 


i. fhould be apt to imagine that purgatives 
- might be equally ferviceable here as in 


common cafes of dyfentery and diarrhcea ; 
but we do not find that this is the cafe. 
~ We derive fome advantage, however, from 
 fheathing the inteftines with a plentiful 

le 
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ufe of the farinaceous vegetables; with 
animal jellies, prepared with calves feet, 
and fhavings of ‘harthhorn. : Milk ‘boiled 
to the confiftence of a jelly with wheaten — 
flower, or flower of rice, proves likewife 
an ufeful remedy. | 

In preventing this effet of mercury up- 
on the. inteftimes,. we derive advantage 
from the patient being kept:in a moderate 
and equable heat, and from his fkin being | 
preferved ina perfpirable tate; and fo 
‘remarkable is the influence of this, that 
the flighteft check to the difcharge by the 
{kin feldom fails of inducing. diarrhoea. 
The fad, indeed, is fo generally admitted, 
that I would not have taken this particu- 
lar notice of it, if a.contrary opinion had 
not lately been advanced, and from which 
-rauch mifchief might enfue, were the prac- 
tice to be adopted which it tends to in- 
culcate a, 


ee 


* Mr John Hunter, whofe ingenuity and abilities. 
are only to be equalled by his fingular opinions, does’ 
not imagine that the operation of mercury can be af- 


fected 


we 
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Camphor proves fometimes ufeful in 
correcting this fymptom. It may be gi- 
ven for this purpofe to the extent of eight 
or ten ‘grains, three times a-day. Some 
of the abforbent earths, and kino, are oc- 


_ cafionally ufed with advantage ; but opi- 


ates, particularly when thrown up by the 

rectum, are the remedies upon which we - 

chiefly depend for removing the pain, and 

_ this is very commonly attended with a 

diminution of the difchar ge. ~When a 
glyfter of thin flarch, containing fifty or 

_ fixty drops of laudanum, can be retained, 

it feldom fails to give immediate relief, 
but where the tenefmus is fevere, what- 
ever is injected by the anus is very apt to 

_ be inftantly returned. In this cafe, opium | 

Vou. IE. sel conjoined 


_ feéted by cold, not even by the patient being allowed 
-. te walk “in frof and fnow.”’ Mr Hunter does not 
fay that he has praétifed this method, and I cannot 
avoid obferving, that nothing fhould have warranted 
_ the publication of fuch an opinion but very smple ex- | 
perience of its being well founded. Vide Mr Hunter’ 8 
aia on the Vendren Diteafe, p. 349+ 
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| conjoined with kino, in the form of pills, 
feems to be the beft form of the remedy. 

It is here proper to remark, that al- 
though. purging and gripes are frequent 
confequences of the internal ufe of mer- — 
cury, they are feldom obferved during the 
longeft mercurial courfe where unction 
only is employed. When the courfe is 
conducted in this manner, loofe ftools may — 
occafionally occur, but they may general- © 
ly be traced to the effects of cold and — 
dampnefs. 1 have feldom obferved an in- 
ftance of fevere or obftinate diarrhcea | 
from the external application of mercury, — 
where it had not been Peony given : 
by the mouth. 

When none of. the means that we em- 
ploy for removing the purging prove ef- 
fe@ual, a temporary fufpenfion of the mer- 
cury fhould be advifed; without which, — 
indeed, all our remedies will nian 
be of little or no avail. 

Profufe peripiration, as I have already 3 
obferved, is an effet that fometimes en- 
fues from mercury, and it ought to be 

guarded 
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guarded againft with much attention. No- 
thing tends more to induce debility and 
injure the conftitution than a long conti- 
nuance of this fymptom. 
_ Our moft effectual method of prevent- 
“ing it is to avoid much warmth, for we 
_. commonly obferve that patients avoid the 
— effeéts of it who pay due attention to the 
heat of their apartments. In former 
times, it was the practice to confine pa- 
tients under mercury to fmall apartments ; 
to prevent as much as poflible all kind of 
accefs to the external air; and to have 
the bed placed by the fide se a large fire. 
_ Thefe meafures prove detrimental in dif. 
ferent ways, and they feldom fail to ex- 
cite a conftant and profufe perfpiration. 
_ The moft effectual method of preventing © 
this is, to keep the patient in an equal 
moderate temperature; in a large apart- 
ment; and even to: admit of his going 
from one apartment to another, which, in 
moft inflances, may be done with fafety. 
A nourifhing diet, a moderate allowance 
ee wine, the free ufe of Peruvian bark, 
U2 and. 
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aga” GF rhe vitriolic acid, are the moft 
effectual remedies againft this effect 2 ee 
mercury. But nothing proves fuccefsful 
where the apartment is kept too much 
heated. ) 

In fome cafes the kidneys are particu- 
larly aéted upon by mercury; but the 
difcharge of urine which it excites 18 fel- 
dom fo great as to injure the patient. 
Were it ever to do fo, the remedies com- 
monly employed in diabetes would be ad- 
vifed, and of thefe the moft effectual per- 
haps that we could give, would be fuch as 
operate by promoting a diaphorefis. 

It is not an uncommon effect of mer- 
cury to excite an eruption upon the fur- 
face of the body. In fome this appears 
as a miliary rath, fomewhat refembling — 
meafles; while in others it 1s confiderably 
elevated, and feems to be produced by a 


ferous effufion between the cutis and {carf. 


fkin. In fome the eruption 1s partial, be- 
ing confined to particular fpots, while in | 
others it prevails generally ever the whole 3 
body. Pg 
“ Thig 
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This eruption or efflorefcence is not at- 
tended with pain, but the heat and itchy- 
nefs which it excites are im fome inftances 
fo diftrefsful that it kéeps the patient at 
all times very uneafy, and rapes him 
entirely of reft. 

The remedies which I have ae to an- 


_ fwer beft for the removal of this eruption, 


are, the internal ufe of opiates, conjoined. 
with the application of flower, or ftarch- 
powder, to the parts affected. The {kin is 
kept fufficiently cool and eafy by one or 
other of thefe powders being from time to 
time freely applied to it; and by a proper 
exhibition of opiates we prevent reftleffnefs 
during the night. In fome inftances, how- 
ever, we are obliged to avoid the ule of opi- 
ates; foralthough they may anfwer the pur- 
pofe sf procuring fleep, they tend evidently 
torincreafe the heat and itchynefs of the 
eruption. We find, indeed, that in fome 
conftitutions aphids excites an uneafy 


itchy fenfation over the whole body, even 


where no eruption has previoufly taken 
| place s ; and it is perhaps with fuch pa- 
PUSS -. tients 
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tients only that it cannot be employed in 
the treatment of this eruption. 

.. The eruption to which I allude appears. 
to arife entirely from the effe@ of the 
- mercury upon the fyftem ; but it does not 
feem to depend upon any particular pre- 
paration of the remedy. It takes place in- 
difcrimmately from all of them, and not 
more readily: from unétion than from 


 thofe preparations that are ufed internal--  — 


ly. But there is a kind of eruption of a 
local nature, produced entirely by the. 
friction employed in the application of 
undion. This appears in the form of 
diftina puftules, which in fome are ac-. 
‘companied with a good deal of uneafinefs,. 
while in others they produce no kind of 
diftrefs. No remedy proves of any avail 
while the ufe of the ointment is continu- 
ed, but the eruption may always be. pre- . 


vented by the precaution that I formerly. 4 


gave of not applying the friction in daily 
facceflion to the fame part. . | 


isa 
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IX. ‘Does Mercury ever fail in the Cure of 
Lues Venerea? — 


THis is a- diiettion of the utmoft im- 
portance, and-merits therefore our parti- 
cular attention. I am difpofed from the 
refult of my own experience to fay that 
“mercury, under proper management, may 
be confidered as a certain remedy for {y- 
philis when not combined with other dit 
‘eafes, or given to patients in fuch a ftate 
of debility, that a quantity of the medi- 
cine, fufficient for deftroying the virus of 
the difeafe, cannot with fafety be employ- 
ed. I know that fome-are of a different — 
opinion; but I conclude that they are 
wrong, from my never having met with 
an inftance of mercury having failed when 
it was properly given, but where fome ob- 
vious reafon, fich as I have mentioned, 
could be affigned for it. : 

Pa ns. Lues 
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Lues Venerea, as we have already had 


eccafion to fee, is fometimes combined: 
with difeafes in which mercury does harm. 


This is particularly the cafe in {curvy, 
and in fome degree with {crophula. In 
_the higher degrees of feurvy mercury can- 
not be given but with much danger ;, and 


even where {curvy prevails in a flight — 


manner only, mercury cannot be employ- 
ed in quantities fufficient for eradicating 
the more formidable fymptoms of Lues 
Venerea. When the two. difeafes there- 
fore are conjoined, we cannot expect that 
mercury will cure any venereal fymptoms 
that may take place; and I believe that 
we are often difappointed i in the treatment 
of this difeafe bythe patient at the fame 


time labouring under a certain degree of 


{curvy, which although not fo obvioufly 
marked, as to indicate. the propriety of 


advifing an antifcorbutic regimen, may 
yet be fuflicient to prevent him from re- 
ceiving the full advantage of a consi of 


 RENTY = 
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I conclude this to be the cafe {from the 


frequent inftances that we. meet with of 


the failure of mercury.in the cure of ma- 
ny of the fymptoms of fyphilis, m which — 


it afterwards proves tuccefsful when the 


~ 


conftitution has been reftored from a weak 


“ debilitated flate to firength and firmness, 


and which, we endeavour to accomplifh 


’ bya milk and vegetable diet, country air, 


and fuch other articles of regimen as tend 
toremove the different fymptoms of fcurvy.. 
. Nay I believe, that a mercurial courfe, 
when long protracted, is apt to induce a 
certain. degree of that very flate of the 
fyftem to which I allude, and which | 


conceive to. be the caufe of. the failure of 


mercury when in this manner it has been. 


jong continued. Every practitioner is 
acquainted with. this circumftance, that 


a variety of venereal fymptoms, and more 


i efpecially extenfive ulcers, will to a cer- 
_ tain length do well under mercury, when 
after a great deal of the medicine has 
been given, they will become ftationary, 


apd: make no, farther progrefs, although 
the 
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the mercury fhould be given even in lar- 
ger quantities than at firft. ~ Nay in fome 


inftances they become worfe.’ “The dif: 4 


charge from the ulcers, inftead of being 


mild and purulent, as for fome time it 
may have been, will become thin; fharp 


and corrofive, and the fores themfelves 
more extenfive. In this fituation a far- 


ther continuance of mercury very com-— 


monly does harm, while the moft obvious 


advantages are derived from it ‘on the 


_ ftrength of the patient being reftored by 
a proper regimen. We even fometimes 
find that in this fituation’a cure 1s accom- 
plithed by’ regimen alone, and that no 
more mercury is required ; but this can 
only happen where a fufficient quantity 
of the medicine has been previoufly given 


for deftroying the virus of the difeate, and 
where the ulcers which remained were 


kept up by a ftate of the fyftem, which 


mercury, inftead of removing * tended to : 


hie 


eee 
' In the commencement of a mercurial 
courfe, and for fome time thereafter, it is 
a 
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a certain effect of it to excite inflamma- 
tion, and to produce that ftate of the fyf 
tem which we conceive to be the very 
_ reverfe of what takes place im {curvy. 

The pulfe becomes full and frequent, and 
the blood firm and fizy ; but all. who 
have paid attention to the fubjea. will 
_ have perceived, that the contrary happens 
: where mercury has been long, continued. 
_ The patient, however full he may have 
- been, is for the moft part much emaciated, 


his pulfe is feeble, and any febrile fymp- | 


toms to which he may be liable are of the 
lew or putrid kind. The particular ftate 
_of the blood in this fituation we have few 
_ opportunities of obferving, as for the moft 


part the difcharge even of a fmall quan- 


_ tity, would, in fuch circumftances, prove 
hurtful, and therefore is not advifed. 
_ There is reafon however to conclude, that 
‘it is the reverfe of what takes place from 
inflammation, for the moft effe@tual reme-. 
dies that we employ, are a Sonerous diet, 

_ wine and bark. 


This 
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This opinion of the effects of mercury 
receives fome confirmation, I may remark, 


from the putrefcency which it evidently. 


excites inthe mouth; and from the pe- 
culiar tendency both of mercury and 


fcurvy to produce a tender ftate of the © 
gums, and a very foetid ftate of the breath, 
we have reafon to fuppofe that the effects 


of both are in fome degree the fame. 
- This might be farther elucidated by va- 
rious arguments which the extent of this 


publication will not admit. Enough, . 


however, has been faid, for the purpofe of 
explaining the chief part of the treatment 
that I have ventured to propofe; parti- 
cularly that which relates to the regimen 


to be obferved during a courfe se mer- 


cury. 


ment to the action of mercury in the cure 


of Lues Venerea, I do not mean to fay — 


that the difeafe cannot be cured in fero- 
phuluous conftitutions. We daily meet 
with the contrary: But we alfo find, wher 
the fame fore partakes both of fcrophula 

| and 


: : . 
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In fpeaking of fotopiviba as an impedi- 
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and Lues Venerea, that we do not derive 
the fame advantages from mercury as in 
fores purely venereal, In fuch. circum- 
ftances, after a fuficient quantity of mer- 
_ cury has been given, and of which we 
judge by the fores or other fymptoms mak- 
ing no farther progrefs towards amend- 
ment, our beft chance of effecting a cure 
’ is to omit the mercury ; and not to have 
_ recourfe to it again till by the ufe of bark, 
cold bathing, cicuta, and other remedies 
employed for ferophula, the difpofition is 
corrected or removed by which the ope- 
- ration of the mercury upon the fyphilitic 
fymptoms was rendered abortive. 
But the moft frequent. caufe of our fail- 
~ ure with mercury in the cure of fyphilis, 
is that which I have already had occafion 
to notice, our giving it in fuch {mall quan- 
tities as are not.fuflicient in the more ad- 
yanced ftages of the difeafe for eradicating 
the virus ; by which, although the fymp- 
toms may all’be rendered mild, or even ap- 
_ parently removed, they either do not en- 
peely difappear, or, are afterwards apt to 
recur 
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gear This, however, isnot the fault of the 
remedy, but of the method of ufing it, and 


of which all who adopt the practice of giv- - 


ing it in fufficient quantities will be convin- 


ced. Since I went fully into this practice, 


befides many inftances that I have met with 
of mercury proving effectual when given 
in full quantities, when im fmaller quan- 
tities, it had previoufly failed, I have not 
as yet, and feveral years have elapfed, 
hada fingle inftance of its failure, except 


sin alas alll 


ae ee 


in fuch combinations as I have mention- _ 
ed, or where the conftitution was in fuch ~~ 


a ftate of debility. that a fufficient quan- 
tity of mercury could not be employed. 


‘But even of thefe very few cafes have oc- 


‘curred. Ihave no hefitation, therefore, 
im faying, that mercury under proper ma- 


nagement, may, with very few limita- 


tions, be confidered as a certain remedy — 
for fyphilis. This was my opinion when — 
the firft edition of this work was publifh- 
ed;.and it has been fully confirmed by — 
much experience in this pranet of bufinefs i" 


fince that period. 
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§ 3- 
“Of Guaiacum. 


-Guatacum has long been employed as 
ee remedy i in Lues Venerea. It was ufed 
_ indeed very generally over Europe foon 

after this difeafe came to attra@ the at- 
tention of - practitioners. Being for fome 

time the only remedy upon which any 
; dependence was placed, it was at firft 
| greatly extolled by all who wrote upon 
it; and from the teftimony given of it by 
ies of the firft reputation, not only of 
thefe times, but of later periods, there was. 


ho reafon to doubt of its being poffeffed 


_ of the power of mitigating, and perhaps 
of curing fome of the fymptoms of fyphi- 
lis. The powers of mercury, however, 
were found to be fo pre-eminent that cuai- 
acum came at laft to be feldom ufed by 
 itfelf, but by many it was, and fill is 
continued as an afliftant to mercury. 


Being 
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Being feldom given by itfelf, many came 
at laft to doubt whether any advantage 
was obtained from it or not; and fome 
went fo far as to fay that it poflefled no ~ 
power whatever over any fymptom of this 
difeafe. ‘This is one, which among other 
effects, might be mentioned that refult 
from habit and prejudice. I own too, © | 
that from the fame caufe I was at one 
period, of this opinion, till 1 found by ex- 
periment that guaiacum in different forms 
could even by itfelf remove many of the 
fymptoms of fyphilis. Venereal ulcers 
and blotches upon the fkin, are the fymp- 
~ toms in the removal of which its effects 
are moft confpicuous. In three cafes of — 

ulcers, and one of blotches upon the breaft 
and arms, all clearly marked, and in which 
mercury had never been employed, the 
fymptoms were completely removed by 
the mternal ufe of guaiacum alone. In. 
the patient with blotches, however, the 
difeafe returned in the fpace of a month, 

but not in the fame form. In one of the 
others, the ulcers appeared again at the Z 
uae | end 
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vend of fix weeks. In a third they conti- 
_ nued well after three months had elapfed, 
but what became of. this patient after. 
_ wards, and of the fourth I do not know. 
The two firft were afterwards cured with. 
, _mercury. 
_ Although Ke refult of sheley trials did 
“not induce me ever to truft to guaiacum 
Beione, they gave fufficient ground to con- 
- fider it as a remedy from which fome ad- 
_ vantage may be derived when, conjoined 
with mercury ; and accordingly I have 
_ been led to continue, or rather to re-com- 
-ménce the ufe of this remedy in many ca- 
fes of fyphilis; for at one period, from. 
‘the caufe that I’ have mentioned, I had 
aid it entirely afide. 

I believe, indeed, that I would have 
Been induced to place more dependenceup- 
on guaiacum, or at leaft'to have profecuted 
amy experiments with regard to it farther 
‘than what I-had done, if I had not been 
‘Prevented by the refult of fome trials 
which Mr Hunter-alfo: had made with it, 
and which he publithed about the {ame 

Vou. eae | Rc eboe DeR ay, 
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period. . By thefe it evidently: pete 


that euaiacum has a confiderable imfluence 
upon the venereal virus... 1 never made 


trial of it as a local application 5 gobut Mr — 


Hunter found that in this manner it cured 
venereal ulcers, firft in one part of the bo- 


idy, and afterwards in others, where farfa- q 


oparilla employed 1 ina fonilar manner had 


failed. ‘He found too that very numerous — 
venereal ulcers were: removed by the in- q 
ternal ufe of guaiacum, but after both trials q 
the difeafe foon returned. «Mr: Hunter’ 8 a 
experiments were made with the gum;_ 
mine with an extra and ftrong decoction | 
of the wood. The extract feemed to be — 


equally effeGual with the ‘decoction, but 
as it has a ftrong tendency to affect the — 
‘bowels, I foon left it off, and émployed the of 


latter only. In thefe cafes to which Tal 


jude, as well as in fome others, a oe 
{trong decoction was employed, three oun 
ces of the wood to an Englifh quart Sof 
water; that is, this quantity was boiled 


in two quarts of water into one, and this 


was taken inthe courfle of a day either by i 
ree gape , itfelf | 


pe ye pny eb. ee ee ee, — 
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itfelf or mixed yah: milk; but as it is. apt 


to purge when of this dtrength, | being 
_likewife difagreeably acrid, and as I never 


now depend upon it alone for the’ ‘cure, I 
feldom put more than an ounce of the 


wood to this’ quantity of decoction *, 


| That mercuty’ might not cure every 


: fymptom of fyphilis equally well whether 


guaiacum:was employed along with it or 


not, Iwill not pofitively fay: but I am 


difpofed to think, «and not without much 
attention.to the fubjed, that the cure 
‘commonly goes on more eafily, when the. 


two are conjoined, than when mercury is 
“given to a great extent» by itfelf, I am 
therefore in the frequent habit of ufing 
guaiacum, particularly where:the difeafe 
is of long duration and has appeared upon 


the furface, either in the form of ulcers 


“Oreruption. It has alfo been much re- 
| commended for its efficacy i in nodes, and 
for the removal of thofe pains ie 
: theumatifin, which frequently proceed 


X20 from 


aC Vide Appendix, No. 22. 
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from fy philis. I have not founds however % 
that it proves fo ufeful in nodes as in other — 
fymptoms of the difeafe ; and where pains” 1 
~only take place we ‘can never with fuch : 
certainty determine from what caufe they 3 
proceed, as thefe pains are the moft equi- 
vocal fymptoms of fyphilis, and there is” 
no caufe to doubt of guaiacum being a very 
ufeful remedy in cafes merely rheumatic. 
[have in different inftances found : a 
et deco@tion of guaiacum prove parti. ‘ 
cularly ufeful in the cure of thofe exten- 
five ulcers which fometimes fucceed - to 

- buboes. In fome the guaiacum anfwers re 
itfelf, but it proves more frequently. fuc- 
-cefsful, aswe fhall hereafter have occa 
to mention, when conjoined. with 1 meney 
-reon and. Fane ReRn Ae | ch pid ao a. 
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DE Sageapiaace a has ee a Kanlowid 
in the cure of Lues. Venerea, and from 
' the refult of my experience I am difpofed 
_to, think that it may be ufed, with advan- 

tage. The trials which I have made with 
it along.with mercury have been nume- 
-rous, but it is not upon thefe that any 
judgment can be. formed. of its eflicacy. 
Neither have I given it often where mer- 
‘cury had not been previoufly ufed; but I 

have had many opportunities of ufing it in 
' cafes where mercury had not proved alto- 
gether fuccefsful, whether from being 
_ given in too fmall quantities, or without 
that attention to regimen which it re« 
: quires ; and in a great proportion of thefe 
“ait has. ‘produced very evident, effects. I 
Pi ave found it particularly ufeful in thofe 
Rates OV ., fymptoms 
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fymptoms which chiefly affeé the fkin, 
fuch as blotches and the remains of old 
venereal ‘ulcers. 

When mercury from either of tp caufes 
that I have mentioned has failed of com- 
pleting the cure, [have in various in- — 
ftances known it done by farfaparilla, 
where otherwife there was much reafon ~ 
to think ‘that mercury ina larger quantity, 
or given in a different manner, Debi ae dGhs a 
been neceflaty. — | 

T have given farfaparilla in powder, i in 
_ extradt, and in ‘decodtion, ‘but the latter — 
has always ‘appeared to-anfwer'beft. Not ; 
unfrequently I conjoin it with guaiacum, 
and it anfwers the purpofe of blunting the — 
acrimony of the latter) When the fto- 
mach does not bear the decodtion, I pre- 
fer the powder: to the extract: A drachm, — 
or even double that quantity. of ‘the pow- — 
der, may be given tanite or four times any 
ogy ee ot a 
-Sarfaparilla and euaiacum, tend both to | 
saa ati Je) NE | Sees: any power 
; Adit: ie} Mba : 

* Vide Boressis. No. 23.0 © 3 | 
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which they poflefs of ating: directly upon’ 
the venerealivirus,:they. feemalfo'to prove: 
ferviceable where mercury goes too read- 
ily tothe: mouthy. “ore thm izagse it from): 
— thar outlepe: | . 


| § 56 
a Of Mexereon. 


Tue root of this plant has long been. 
ys employed for the removal of {chirrous tu- 
 mours by whatever caufe they may be 
produced, and many have thought that it 
has. proved particularly ufeful.in nodes,jas. 
well as in fome other fymptoms of the ve-. 


) -nereal difeafe. ‘As I have not ufed it 


much, where mercury was not either em- 
_ ployed along with it or before it was given, 
I cannot from my own obfervation fay, 
whether i it will cure fyphilis by itfelf or. 
‘not; but from much experience of the 
i effects of it when conjoined with mercury, 
i , DE SES eat yee I 


* * Vide aia No, 23. 
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I-can fav decifively:that in this manner ft 
often proves ufeful.. Ihave never known: 
any advantage that was fufficiently. clear 
and: obvious,. derived.from it in nodes; but 


it certainly tends to heal shad iadoiones 


which fometimes remain obftinate after 
the quantity of mercury is given that we 
judge to be neceflary, | 


I have already had occafionto mention ~ 


that fpreading ulcers of this kind are par- 


ticularly apt to fucceed. to buboes, and ~ 


that they often refift all the remedies that 


we employ for them. As this fometimes 


happens after a full quantity of mercury 


has been given, ‘and: as the fores often heal 
at laft merely from-a change of regimen, a 
Ti conceive that in fuch’ cafes their obfti- 
nacy proceeds from fome other caufe than, a 


any remains of Lues Venerea ; and as it 
‘is in this ftate of the difeafe, that E have 


chiefly obferved any advantage to accrue | 
_ from mezeéreon, I conclude that it. ads. 


particularly by correcting that ftate of 3 
the fy ftem which a long continued ufe of @ 
mercury is apt to Senue and which by — 
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‘experience we ea to be very inimical to, 
the cure of all fiich fores.as the patient» 
at the time may labour under. | 
It feems,/to\-be in this, manner that 
Kennedy’ s ‘decoction, of which mezereon 
forms a confiderable part, proves particn-' 
larly ufeful.,:! There is no réafon to. fup-: 
pofe that mercury is contained in that des: 
coction, and yet there is no caufe to doubt 
of .fores of this defcription having been 
often healed by it, which had previoufly 
_ tefifted every attempt that was made to 
cure them. Of this I could mention f{e- 


_ veral hiftories which have fallen within 


my own knowledge, ‘but they are too long.~ 
to admit of infertion in this place. This 
decoction, 1 may-remark, appears to’ be ~ 
nearly or perhaps entirely the fame with’ 
_ the Lifbon decoGion, for which a form 1 1S 
4 given in the’ Appendix *. 

In ufing this root it is proper to obferve, — 
that the ligneous parts of it are altogether’ 
inert. The bark of the root appears to be 
a only aGive | ‘part of it.’ An Englith 


quart, 
* Vide Vol. I, Nos. 46- and 47 ea : 
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‘quart, containing a drachm and: half of 
the bark, is fufficient for the ¢ourfe ofa: 


day, and even’this, when the’ root’ is ine 


perfection, renders the decoétion fo acrid 
that it fometimes® irritates > the throat. 
With a view°to Jeffen this: acrimony we: 
conjoin it with gum: arabic, liquorice, jel 
thea, animal broths, and often with fare 
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of ovum: ydborees: 


oaths a hia His sien uct for i es 
relief of that. kind of irritation which 
fome of the fymptoms of Lues Venerea 


are apt to excite, but it wasnot till of late 


fuppofed to poflefs any power of deftroy- _ 
ing the venereal virus, or..of curing this. 

difeafe. It was firft employed with this a 
view inthe Britith. holpitals.1 4B: Aniericas - 


: and 
" ® Vide Vol, II. No..24.. 
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and Doctor Michaelis, phyfician, to the, 
Heflian troops, was, I ‘believe, the firtt.. 
who put it to. the-teft of experiment. 
. Since that period it has been ufed as an 
antifyphilitie’ medicine by various practi- 

_. tioners: in-almoft. every part of Europes. 
and it has had: the fate of almoft every 
new remedy, oriof every remedy: employ- 
ed. with new motives, -Some:have-fpoken 
“of it. in the higheft terms of | panegyric, 
while othefs! do not »admit,that it-is ca- 
pable of removing eyen the mildeft fymp- 
tom of the difeafe, : In:matters of doubt, 
all that) authors ought ‘to attempt is,) to 
ftate clearly what they know to be matter 
off, fact, asvit is from the zefult of repeats 
ed trials, properly authenticated, that -an 
adequate yudgment on all fuch points is: 
alone to bé formed. As it appeared to be 
a matter of the: firft importance to have a 
new remedy for the cure of Lues Venes 
Fed), reported to: act. with more eafe and 
certainty even than mercury, I was one 
among many who gave itvan: ample ‘and 
fair trial. -It-was: ufediin:a ‘variety of 
cafes, 
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cafés; ‘and ‘hit different ftages of the dif 


eafe; but’ in no inftances did it accomplifh 
a cure where jthere was caufe to fuppofe 
that the virus was not previoufly deftroy- 
ed by mercury. Sores’ originally ‘produ- 
ced:by this virus, and kept up,'as is fome- 
times the cafe, by. irritation alone, and 
longafter the venereal taint is deftroyed, 


are more effectually cured by opium than 


by any other‘remedy. Sores which, from 


this caufe, have temained. obftinate for a 


great length of time, are, ‘by! the ufe of 


opium, often brought to .a healing ftate; . 
and.when the conftitution is not otherwife- 


difeafed, they are, for the moft part, foon 
cicatrifed. © It:is proper,’ however, to di- 


ftinguifh between thefe fores:and fuch as 


are venereal. Sores)in this ftate are not 
to be confidered as venereal. The vene- 


real virus, it is‘true,' has acted as the ex- 
citing caufe of them; but this being de- — 


ftroyed by mercury, they no longer de- 
pend upon this, and in fuch circumftances 
are to be treated in the fame manner with 
fores of a fimilar nature proceeding from 
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any other caufe. In whatever way fores 
may have taken place, if much irritation 
prevails, opium is perhaps the beft reme- 
dy we can employ, but T have not found 
that it proves more effectual 1 in fores that 
are the confequences of Lues Venerea 
than in thofe arifing from any other caule, 
provided. the degree of pain and irritation 
with which they a are Spe ere eran be the 
fame. : 

I fufpea la therefore, that this di- 
ftin@ion has not met with fufficient atten- 
tion by thofe who confider opium as a re- - 
-medy in the cure of fyphilis. By acting 
‘as an ufeful remedy in the cure of fores 
in which mercury had failed, they have 
‘been induced to attribute powers to opium - 
which I have much reafon to think it does 
“not poflefs, for I have never known it an- 
fwer where mercury had not previoufly 
Hi given. , wih Se 

Opium being once conceived to poffels 
tie ‘power of curing fyphilis, practitioners 
were induced -to. fuppote, that it would 
‘prove nfeful nearly in proportion to the 
key quantity 


318 Of the Remedies ufed Ch. IV. a 


quantity that could be given., It was ac- 
cordingly ufed: in large dofes, and thefe 
more frequently repeated than had been 
ufual in former practice. Few, I believe, 
made more complete trials of it, or have 
puthed it farther than I have in various 
inftances done: Beginning with two grains 
at bed-time, one in the morning, and ano- | 
ther at mid-day, and adding a grain to 
each dofe every third or fourth day,, pa- 
tients in this manner I have found could 
bear. very confiderable quantities in the 
courfe of a fhort time. One of my pa- 


-t£ents, who could not, at .firft;bearmore 


than a grain, in the courfe.of. five weeks 
took three dofes, of fifteen grains each, 
daily. I did not find, however, that any 
advantage was derived from giving it fo 
jJargely, while it frequently did, much 
harm. It was apt.to excite ficknefs, head- 
ach, and giddinefs; a total lofs of. appe- 
tite; in fome an obftinate coftivenefs, and, 
what was more, furprifing,, it. ated with 
many as a {mart purgative. I never, how- 
ever, abferved this till ten.or twelve grains 


were @ 
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were given for.a dofé ; but when diarrhcea 
is once produced by it, aftvingents appear 
to have no effect in removing it: Emetics 
and purgatives, were the only remedies 
from which. I derived any advantage.* 

+I muft indeed admit that opium was 
taken by many, even in large dofes, with- 
out any inconvenience or diftrefs ; but be- 
ing foon fenfible that it had no influence 
on the venereal virus ; that it proved in 
no other way ufeful than by leflening or 
removing irritation; and that this refult- 
ed with equal, certainty from, moderate 
dofes, Ihave long defifted from giving it’ 
im larger quantities than two or three 
grains in the courfe of a day.. . 
Opium conjoined with an emetic has 
long been known as an uféful remedy in 
rheumatifm ; and I have found it prove 
particularly ufeful in thofe pains refem- 
bling rheumatifin which occur in the ve- | 
nereal difeafe. But the relief which it 
procures does not prove permanent if mer- 
cury be not employed along with it. For 
this purpofe peng may be given along 
with 
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with tin@ture of antimony, ‘or opium may 
be given: with npada diate? in the: form of 
Dover’s powder™*.: Lethe Pik 
In fome'cafes opium proves ifefulia as an 
external application, whether employed 
as'a wath for painful phagedenic ulcers, 
or in a folid form as'an ointment; but it. 
does not appear, even in this manner, to . 
a& in any other way than as an anodyne. 
Of late the public has been amufed with 
accounts of a new antifyphilitic remedy 5 
the nitrous acid; which is ‘faid to cure | 
every fymptom of the venereal difeafe, 
with equal certainty, and with lefs injury 
_to the conftitution, than mercury. It was: 
firft employed with this view by Mr Scot. 
in Bombay, one of the Britifh fettlements 
in the Eaft Indies. Mr Scot fpeaks of it 
in the warmeft manner, not only as att- 
ing with much efficacy in'Lues Venerea, 
but in the cure of other difeafes for which 
mercury hitherto has been employed; but 
not having as it been i to. a proper 
| : trial , 


+ * Vide Appendix, No, 2 5. 
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trial in Europe, no decifive opinion can 
be formed of it. 

_ The acid is mixed with water, in ne 
proportions as to give an agreeable four 
tafte to the whole, which will be at the 
‘rate of a drachm, or a drachm and half, 
according to the ftrength of the acid, to 
_every Englifh quart of water, and this is 
ufed as ordinary eae in the courfe of 


cy day. 
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SECTION V. 
Of the Cure of Lues Venerea, 
§ 1. Of the Cure of Ghancres. | 


Descriprion of chancre is given in 
Section II. of this Chapter, page 13. : 
The firft queftion to be determined in the — 
method of cure, is whether it fhould be 
trufted entirely to the internal exhibition 
of mercury; to the ufe of local applica- — 
tions¢ or to both of thefe combined, 

A confiderable time ago I had occafion 
to give my opinion on this fubject with _ 
freedom, and hitherto I have feen no good ~ 
caufe for deferting it*. My opinion at_ 


‘that time was, as it ftill is, that chancres 
fhould 


* Vide Treatife on the Theory and Management of 
Dlcers, 7 
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thould be healed as fpeedily as poffible, 
and that this may be done with fafety by 


| combining the advantages of local reme- 


dies with the internal ufe of . mercury. 
Many practitioners think that chancres 


ought not to be healed but by the internal 


ule of mercury alone, and they give as 


_seafons for this, that whef external appli- 
cations are employed, we can never be 


-«ertain whether the conftitution is ren- 


: dered fafe or not; while we can {carcely 


be deceived, they imagine, when-chancres 
heal folely from the ufe of mercury. Te 
this practice, however, different objections 
occur. The internal exhibition of mer- 
‘cury alone will not always cure chancres. 
dhave known a perfon kept under the com- 
plete effect of mercury for many weeks, 
-and the chancres for which it was pre- 
feribed remain nearly in the fame ‘flate 


as at firft. Nay, in different inftances, 


avhere this practice was purfued, and in 


Which the cure was trufted to mercury 


‘alone, although the remedy was. conti- 


fued in all ef them for fix.or feven weeks, 
oe 4 eh | and 


eater ie 
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and under the beft management, as the 
chancres did not heal the mercury was 
laid afide, on the fuppofition of the con-— 
{titution being rendered fafe; but al-— 
though in all of them the fores were foon — 
cured by the application of cauftic, red pre- e 
cipitate, or fome other efcharrotic, yet in 
feveral, fymptoms of pox appeared in the i 
courfe of a few weeks ; in fome, with ul- — 
cers in the throat, and, in others, with — 
blotches upon the fkin. From which I 
conclude, that we cannot depend upon the 
~internal ufe.of mercury alone for the cure — 
of chancres; nor have I obferved that it 
acts with certainty, unlefs the fores are 
--kept up by the virus having entered the ; 
conftitution, y es 
But the moft important objection to the ‘ 
practice is, that being much more tedious | 
in éffeCiing a cure, it creates a greater 
rifk of the virus entering the fyftem than 
when the fores are more fpeedily healed 
by the ufe of external remedies. The 
practice of healing chancres by the inter- 
nal ufe of mercury only, originated from 


t 
f ry 


— 
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an opinion that venereal fores of every 
defcription proceeded from the conftitu- 


“tion being infected, and were this the cafe, 
there might be caufe to confider it as 


well founded ; but now that we know that 


chancres at firk are always local, and 


that they are the fource of whatever mat- 
ter enters the fyftem, it is obvious that 


_ the more fpeedily they can with propriety 


be healed, the lefs will be the rifk of the 


--conftitution being injured. - 


Chancres might frequently be cured 
with external applications alone, and as 
we know from experience that the virus 


is not always abforbéd, the cure would in 


a few inftances prove permanent ; but as 
we can never with certainty know whe- 
ther this would happen or not, while, j in 
a great proportion of cafes, there would 
be reafon to think that abforption would 


- take place, we ought not in any cafe to 


truft to it. In order to avoid the incon- 


-veniencies of a courfe of mercury, it has 


been fafhionable of late to truft the cure 
of recent chancres to local remedies, but: 


Y 3 Cree 
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I know from, various inftances in which ¥ 
have been confulted, that the praétice is 
fraught with danger. The chancres may 
: often be eafily healed ; but where mer- 
_ eury is not employed, this difeafe ina great 
‘proportion of cafes foon thews itfelf in. the 
fy ftem. : ™ 
The moft certain, as well as the fpeedi- 
eft method of curing chaneres, is to be ob- 
tained from a due attention to external 
applications conjoined with a well-regu- | 
lated courfe of mereury. By the former — 
we are frequently enabled to complete | 
the cure in a few days, which otherwife — 
would require a great length of time; and: _ 
by the latter the cenftitution is made fe~ 
eure. 7 
* Chancres in an incipient ftate, are with 
‘moft cettainty cured by a free ufe of cau-_ 
flic. If the difeafed parts are complete-, 
ly deftroyed with cauftie, they foon be-_ 
come clean, and heal.as quiekly as fores 
proceeding from any other caufe, and of — 
the fame magnitude, ufually, do. This 
practice is now therefore very generally 
adopted, — 
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adopted, and the effect. of it is fo remark- 
able that it has never probably been laid — 
afide by any who have given it a fair 
. trial. None, I imagine, have purfued. it. 
more fully than I have done; but I find 
it neceflary to remark, that in the ufual 
way of conducting the practice it is liable 
to one very important objection: the chan- 
_ eres to which it is applied, if not of long 
_ duration, very commonly heal quickly ; 
but in a great proportion of cafes the cure 
of the fores is fucceeded by buboes in the’ 
_ contiguous glands. For a confiderable 
time I was induced to fuppofe that this. 
fwelling of the glands was more the effed 
of accident than of the method cf treat- 
ment, and that it would have happened - 
under whatever management the fores 
might have been. The frequency, how- 
ever, of their appearance, made me at Int 


fufpect that I was miftaken, and farther — 


obfervation made it obvious that this was 
the cafe. | 

As experiment alone could determine 
the queftion, | was refolved to have re- 
; Y 4: courfe 
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courfe to it. Of the firft twenty patients 
with incipient chancres who fell under 
my care, in ten they were deftroyed by 
an immediate and effectual application of 
lunar cauftic, the remedy being employed 


aecording to my ufual cuftom at that — 


time, inftantly on my being called, Of 
the other ten, five were drefled with 
blue mercurial ointment, and five with 


common wax ointment. The fores to. 


which cauftic were applied healed: much 
‘fooner than the others, and next to thefe 
the fores that were dreffed with mercu- 
rtal ointment. But of the ten patients to 
whom cauftic was applied, no lefs than 
eight had buboes, while only one bubo 
occurred in all the others, and it hap- 


pened in one whofe chancres had beem 


dreffed with mercury. I thought alfo that: 
buboes appeared to be lefs frequent from 
the application of cauftic where mercury 
had been previoufly given. This fell with- 
in. my obfervation from time to time with 


patients who had taken mercury either of - 


their own : oe or by the advice of 


others 5 
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others; and appearing to be of impor- 
tance I was refolved to bring it likewife 
to the teft of experiment, and the refult 
was as follows: Of forty-eight patients 
with chancres in an incipient ftate, and 
exactly as they occurred in praétice, one 
half was treated in the manner that I have 
mentioned, by deftroying the chancres 
with cauftic immediately on my being 
defired to fee them, while all the oblneare 
were put under mercury for eight or ten 
days before cauftic was ufed: In every 
other circumftance the method of treat- 
ment was the fame. The difference, 


however, furprifed me greatly: Of the 


twenty-four treated with the immediate 
application of cauftic, twenty were feized 
with buboes, while only three buboes oc- 


curred in an equal number to whom mer- 


cury had been previoufly adminiftered. 
Thefe buboes did not indeed all termi- 


mate in fuppuration, nor did many of 


them arrive at any confiderable fize. Be- 


mg clofely watched, mercury was immeé- 
diately : ee for the purpofe of dif. 


cufling 
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cufling them, and for the moft part: it 
proved fuccefsful: but there was no caufe 
to doubt of their being venereal from their 
being equally difficult to manage, and 
from thofe which ended in fuppuration 
being equally difficult. to cure, with bu- 
boes that we meet with in the ordinary 
courfe of bufinefs. At firft I was induced 
to hope that {wellings produced in this 
manner were not venereal, but merely the 
effect of irritation excited by the cauttic, 
but it foon became obvious that this was 
not the cafe, and that cauftic does not de- 
{troy the venereal virus fo completely as 
is commonly imagined, while, by the ir- 
ritation which it always excites, it tends 
often to produce buboes, which otherwife 
would never take place. This affords an - 
additional proof to what has already been 
mentioned, of the effed of irritation in 
exciting the action of the abforbents ; and 
the effect of mercury in this cafe, by pres = 
venting the formation of buboes, tends 
farther to fupport the opinion of this me- 

| | | dicine - 


f 
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dicine ee as an sailed to D. the oe 
hitic virus. 

In a great proportion of cafes fives 
produced in this manner begin to form in 
the courfe of a day or two after cauftic 
has been applied; in: fome cafes even 
fooner. But I have known them take 
place where the glands had remained found 
for a good many days after the chancres 

» were cicatrifed, and where there was no 
reafon therefore to fufpeét that any excit- 
ing caufe of buboes could remain. In 
thefe inftances I conclude that fuch a 
fmall portion of the virus had been lodged 
in the lymphatics forming the gland, as 
required this length of time to excite the 
degree of irritation neceflary for the pro- 
duction of bubo. : 

The fame effect appears to refult from 
whatever cauftic is employed; at leaf 
this has been the cafe with fuch trials as I 

have made with lunar cauftic, red preci- . 


_ pitate, blue vitriol, and corrofive fubli- 


mate; and as ;the eauftic is more eafily 
applied, while it Sop eonky acts with more 
_certainty, 
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certainty, and perhaps with lefs pain than 
any of the others, I commonly give it the 
preference. Where cauftic is to be em- 
ployed, my practice now is to put my pa- 
tient previoufly under mercury forthe {pace 
of fix, eight, or ten days, till there is full 
evidence of the medicine having entered — 
the fyftem. At this time cauttic is applied 
over the whole furface of the chancre, 
however extenfive it may be, in fuch a 
manner as to deftroy all the difeafed parts, 
and the application is renewed as often as 
the fores become foul or floughy. In fome 
it is not neceflary to ufe it above once or 
twice, while in others it muft be repeated 
every fecond or third day, during a great 
part of the cure. Even where the fores 
have become clean cauttic often proves 
ufeful, particularly when they are fta- 
tionary, and make no progrefs towards a 
cure; in which cafe we may commonly — 
make them cicatrife more fpeedily by the 
‘reiterated application of cauftic than by 
any other remedy. 


> 


When 
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When chancres are brought to aclean | 
healing ftate, a cure will for the moft 
part be obtained by continuing the ufe 
of mercury for a fufficient length of time, 
and by drefling with dry lint, or any 
fimple ointment; but that fixed or fta- 
tionary ftate to which I allude, and in 
which they often remain where cauftic 
is not frequently applied, is very effe@u- : 
ally prevented by drefling with precipi- ° 
tate or cd@lomel ointment; and in fome 
cafes I employ. for the fame purpofe an 
ointment prepared with verdigris *. 

In all cafes of chancres the parts fhould 


_-be kept particularly clean, and the beft. 


ordinary wath for this, is a weak folution 
of corrofive fublimate, in the proportion 
of one grain to feven or eight ounces of 
water. Where the fores remain foul not- 
withftanding the application of cauftic, . 
but which does not often happen Where 
mercury in fufficient quantity is given — 


along with it, it becomes neceflary to em-— 


play 
* Formule of thefe ointments are given in the. ras 
pendix, Nos. 26, 27, and 28, 
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ploy a wafh with a greater proportion of 
fublimate. In this cafe one, or even two 
grains, may be added to an ounce of wa- 
ter; but this being too ftrong for apply: 
ing to the contiguous parts, care muft be 
taken to confine it as much as poffible to 
thofe that are difeafed. In this foul or 
floughy ftate of chancres, among the va- 
riety of dreflings which occafionally we 
are obliged to employ, the blue ointment 
prepared with equal parts of mercury and 
hogs-lard, fometimes anfwers well, as it 
does mdeed in almoft every ftate of chan- 
cre in which it is proper that mercury 
~ thould be ufed. For the purpofe too of 
removing this “foul appearance which 
chancres are very apt to aflume, and un- 
der which they never heal, red pr ecipitate 
finely levigated is often employed in pow- 
der, and frequently: with advantage. Ca- 
lomel applied in this: manner alfo proves 
‘afeful; and it is chiefly in this flate’ of 
“chancres that I have - ‘perceived moft ad- 
vantage to be derived from mercurial fu- 
migations. _Incll fight cafes of chancres 

Bit bbe 
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a free application of cauftic very common- 
ly proves fuccefsful ; but where the fores 
are deep, extenfive, wae floughy, together 
with the ufe of cauftic, we are obliged to 
employ one or other of the dreflings that 
I have mentioned ; and when precipitate, 
calomel, and even verdigris have failed, 
I‘have in various inftances found that the 
parts have been rendered clean, and 
brought into a healing ftate, by fumigat- 
ing once or twice with cinnabar. 

We meet however with two ftates of 
chancre that do not admit of this mode 
of treatment, in which the parts affected 
are either much inflamed, or fhow fome 
tendency to mortification. In all other 
fituations, whether the fores be upon the 
glans, prepuce, or frenum, or even with- 
in the mouth of the urethra, cauflic may 
be applied with freedom. It may be pro- 
per here to remark, that when.a chancre 
is feated upon the frenum, or beneath it, 
Gf not altogether fuperficial, the frenum 
‘itfelf fhould be cut acrofs. It is eafily 

| es | done 
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done,no 1 inconveniency éanfiies; ,and i it tends 
always to forward the cure. — 

When the parts upon which Midbctres 
are feated become inflamed, fuch remedies 
fhould be employed as prove chiefly ufe- 
ful in inflammation. When the patient 
is plethoric, blood-letting proves necef- 
fary, together with cooling laxatives, and 
a low diet. The parts fhould be drefled 
with any fimple ointment, fuch as the 
common faturnine ointment and wax lini- 
ment mentioned in the Appendix*. In 
fuch circumftances faturnine as well as 
common emolient poultices. prove fome- 
times ufeful'; but nothing gives more re- 
lief, than the internal ufe of opiates. By 
allaying irritation they frequently tend in 
the moft effectual manner, to leffen or re- 
move the inflammation. — | 

In fome cafes, however, notyithGand: 
ing all our attention, this inflammatory 
ftate of chancres terminates in gangrene, 
while in ‘others gangrene takes place 
where no great:degree, of inflammation 

had 
* Vide Nos. 29 and 30. | 
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had been previoutly obferved, In‘ thefe 

- oppofite circumftances the remedies to be 
employed ought evidently to be different. 
Where much inflammation fill prevails, 
_ blood-letting with other parts of an anti- 
_ phlogiftic courfe ought to be puthed as far 
as the ftrength and age of the patient can 
with fafety admit, while a plentiful ufe of 
bark is perhaps the beft remedy where 
little or no inflammation takes place. - 

For the removal of inflammation, be- 
fides general blood-letting, I have occa- 
- fionally ventured upon the application of 
_ deeches to the difeafed parts, and com- 
- monly with much advantage. The bites 
of leeches may in fome inftances give rife 
to venereal ulcers which otherwife would 
not have taken place, but little or no dif. 
advantage enfues from this, as they heal 
by the ule of ‘the mercury that we mutt 
_ wieceflarily employ: for the cure of the dif 
- eafe, while nothing proves fo effectual as 
local blood-letting, for carrying off that 
great. degree of inflammatory tenfion 

MOL TL. fy: Pew which 
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which i in cafes of this defcription we fome:. : 
‘times meet with. : i are te 

Whether inflammation takes place or 
not, gangrene, when it arifes from chan- 
cres, proceeds with more rapidity than it~ 
ufually does from any other caufe. Ihave 
‘known a confiderable part of the glans 
deftroyed by it in the courfe of a day. 
For the moft part, if not immediately 
checked, either by general or local blood- 
letting, or by a liberal ufe of bark, accor- 
ding to the nature of the cafe, it proceeds 
without our being able to put a ftop to it. 
till it comes:to the urethra, In different 
inftances I have known the urethra laid 
entirely bare for a confiderable length on 
the mortified parts being removed; and 
where it begins upon the preputium it pro- 
ceeds in'fome cafes not only through the 
loofe fkin and cellular fubftance of the pe- 
nis but eveninto the corpora cavernola.’ 

The moft diftrefsful fymptom which 
takes place from the mortification of thefe 
-parts, is the vent which it fometimes gives 


‘to the urine by ene the fubftance 
f 
of 


ot 
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of the urethra. In fome inftances one 


opening is formed; in others we meet 


with two, three,ormore. Befides the in- 


conveniency and diftrefs which this always 
occafions, it adds confiderably to the ha-— 
zard of the patient, for the urine in this 


_ manner finds accefs to the furrounding 
| cellular fubftance, where it not only gives 
_ much additional pain, but ‘the irritation 
_ which it excites feems to be of a nature 
q particularly apt to create a difpofition to. 


gangrene, fo that whenever it takes place, 


_ the mortification extends more rapidly 
_ than it did before, nor has bark and the 
other remedies ufually given much influ- 
"ence in putting a ftop to it. In this cafe 
we derive moft advantage from opium, 
Whether opium acts here as an antifeptic 


“might be difficult to afcertain ; I rather 


-fappofe’ that ‘it proves’ chiefly ufeful by: 
leflening or removing the irritation pro- 
duced by the urine, for I have not per- 


ceived that its beneficial effeas are in pro- 


‘portion to the. quantity given. | Small 
dofes, when they procure eafe, feem to 


Z2 ) prove 


} 
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| prove equally. afore with ee largeft, 
which they would not probably doif they 


acted in any other manner. While by — 


means of opiates we endeavour to leffen 
the pain, much care fhould be.taken to 


prevent the urine from. finding accefls to — 


the contiguous parts. Where it happens 


to lodge, the fac which receives it fhould — 
be laid freely epen, and the parts bathed — 
with a decoGion of bark, an. infufion of — 
rofe leaves, or fome other antifeptic after — 


every time the patient voids urine. © 


I have taken the more particular notice | 
of this effect of urine. upon parts. in this @ 
fituation, as 1-do net find that it has been , 
mentioned by others, and. as various cafeg : 
haye fallen under my care im, which the 
moft diftrefstul confequences enincd from 


it. 


-mofis, but, they do fo-occafionally where | 


no. degree ot: this. fymptom has ever oc-_ 


curred. 


| cians are) lees tat apt to become a 
gangrenous) when combined with paraphy-_ ue 


Seat: V. of Lues Venerea. : 345 


‘The moft alarming fymptom of this ftaté 
of chancre is hemorrhagy when the mor- 
. tification reaches the large arteries of the 
penis. No: advantage i is derived from ty-' 
ing thefe arteries with ligatures till the 
gangrene is completely ftopped ; fo that 
in this fituation we are obliged to truft to 
the uncertain effeds of aftringent applica- 
tions conjoined’ with moderate preffure. 
Preffure in this cafe is moft efftQually ap- 
plied by means of a fillet of linen or cot- 
ton, paffed round the penis, after a lead- 
en or filver tube has been inferted into 
the urethra, for the purpole of carry ing off 
the urine. . 

‘The point of mott Ynportante ‘in this 


 ftate of the difeafe is to determine the 


propriety of giving mercury, or delaying 
the ufe of it till the mortification is over. 
It is the common practice to contifiue the’ 
mercury that had previoufly been given 
for the chancres, and many even judge 
it neceflary to give it in greater quanti- 
ties. In every inftance, however, where 
I have known it done, it has evidently 

fy PE a : proved 
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proved hurtful ; and having found, from 
various trials, that the mercury may with | 
fafety be laid afide during the progrefs of 
the mortification, I now never employ it 
till all the mortified parts are removed. 
The fear of the difeafe gaining ground 
from this ; 5 that the mortification i is of a 
venereal nature; and that mercury is 
therefore neceffary in the cure, is the caufe 
of this practice, but the progrefs of mor- 
_ tification is fo rapid, when compared with 
the ufual fymptoms of fyphilis, and it is in 
every circumftance fo different that I do 
not conceive it to be venereal. It is in- 
deed evidently induced by this difeate ; 3 
but in this refpeét the fyphilitic virus feems_ 
to act in no other manner than as the oc- 
cafional caufe; and chancres being at firft 
always local, I believe, that, in a great 
proportion of cafes, the fore which re- 
mains after the mortification is gone is. 
not venereal, and that it would heal. whe- 
ther mercury fhould be given or not, in 
the fame manner as would happen with 
many chaneres where cauftic has ‘been. 

chat 
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freely applied on their firft appearance, 
But as we cannot in either cafe know with 
certainty whether the virus has entered 
the fyftem or not, the fafety of our patient 
requires in both inftances that mercury 
fhould be given in quantities fufficient for 
this purpofe. While the mortification 
however continues to advance, it fhould be 
treated in the fame manner with gangrene 
from any other caufe, and without any re- 
gard’ to the venereal difeafe ; but as foon 
as the mortified parts are removed, the 
cafe fhould be confidered as entirely ve- 
nereal ; a courfe of mercury fhould be ad- 
vifed and continued from a fortnight to 
three weeks or a month, according to the 
virulence and obftinacy of the fymptoms 

after the fores are cicatrifed. ! 
Ihave feldom, however, found it necef- 
fary to lay afide the ufe of mercury during 
the inflammatory ftate of chancres. Even 
where fymptoms of inflammation run high 
mercury may be fafely given. By leffen- 
ing the venereal irritation, it tends for the 
moft part to abate, and even to remove - 
ae tae . the 
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the inflammation, fo that I commonly pre- 
{cribe it immediately, and perfift in the 
moderate-ufe of it during the whole con- — 
tinuance of this fymptom. : 
After the inflammation: produced by 
chancres is gone, they fall to. be treated 
im the fame manner as if this fymptom — 
had not taken place. When they are 
clean, and with a furface difpofed to gra- 
nulate. and heal, any common ointment _ 
will anfwer for drefling them, but when | 
foul or floughy, the application of cauttic, 
calomel, precipitate, and verdigris, are 
equally proper as if the inflammation had 
not. happened. Verdigris may not only be 
applied to chancres in powder, andi in the 
form of an-ointment, but in folution ; and 
it equally tends to remove that. floughy 
~fouinefs to: which: I allude, and» difpofes 
the fores to heal when they become fixed 
or flationary. It may be ufed in various 


proportions,. from two grains toa feruple —— 


in the ounce.of water. 
In this clean ftate of chancres, when 


the cure does not advance, the application 
of 


w 
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of {pirit of lavender, ardent rae or even. 
of alcohol, proves fometimes ufeful); and 


in fome cafes we derive advantage from 


bathing the parts: with lime water, a foln- 

tion of blue vitriol, traumatic. balfam; or 

tinGure of myrrh, iat | 
One of the, greatelt sea tlestuaes to ie 


cure of chancres, is their taking. place 


whether on the. infide of the: prepuce oz 
upon the glans, along with ‘phymofis; for 
when, they»cannot -be kept clean, and 
dreilings properly applied, the cure proves 
always both tedious and uncertain., In 
all flight cates of chancre in this fituation; 
we endeavour to cure them, by injeCting 
from. time to time, between the prepuce 
and glans, one-or other of the articles I 
have juft mentioned, {ufficiently diluted ; 
but when the fores’ are either deep or ex- 
tenfive, the operation for the phymofis 
fhould be adviled as the firft part of the 
cure *. This being a meafure to which 
a patient sees not. readily: affent, it is com- 
a abe y : ; monly 


* Vide Chapter IIT. Seétion XII. 
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- monly eer by winks a great deal | 


of time is loft, and chancres often allow- 


ed to proceed: deep into the fubftance of 


the penis, which, without -the fmalleft ha- 


zard, might eafily have been healed. 
_ When an operation for this purpofe is 


~ to be done, the prepuce fhould be divided 


through its whole Jength. “We are com- 
monly defired to carry the incifion only 


the length of the chancres, but in diffe-  ~ 


rent inftances I have perceived. bad con- 
fequences enfue from this... The undivid- 
ed {kin is apt to inflame and become tight, 
and the pain from the operation being 


nearly the fame, the other as being more 


effectual, and not productive of thefe in- 


conveniencies, fhould be preferred. 
When, again, the cure is conducted © 


without the’ prepuce being laid open, be- 


fides a very regular attention to cleanli- 
nefs, care fhould be taken to prevent ad- 
hefions between the preputium and glans 3 


a circumftance particularly apt to happen 


when much inflammation takes place, and 
from which a good deal of inconveniency 
is 


“a 
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is afterwards experienced. This is with 
moft certainty prevented by making fuch 
liquids as are inje@ed pafs freely round 
the whole fubftance of the glans,-and in- 


ferting pledgits with proper dreflings, and 


placing them between the prepuce and 
thofe parts of the glans that are difeafed. 
Chancres in the parts of generation of 


_ women, require the fame method of treat- 


ment as in men,.. The parts do not appear 
to be fo irritable, fo that they. more rea- 


dily admit of the efcharrotic applications 


which I have mentioned, and ‘in both fexes 


the cure is much promoted by confine-— 


ment, while nothing tends more to retard 
it than the parts being fretted by. motion 
in, walking or riding on horfeback. 
Where venereal fores form upon. the 
mons yeneris and external parts of the 
labia pudendi, or when chancres {pread to 
thefe parts, as they fometimes do from 
the nymphe and clitoris where they often 
begin, they are commonly more foul and 
floughy than venereal fores in other fitu- 


ations : Neither are they fo readily clean- 


ed 
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ed by the ufual dreflings. Befides a more 
frequent application of cauftie they re- 
‘quire every efcharrotic that we employ 
to be ufed in powder inftead of being. 
mixed with omtments. They even admit 
of - being covered from time to time with 
levigated verdigris; nor have the milder 
articles of this clafs, fuch as calomel and 
red precipitate, the fame influence in 
keeping them clean that we’ find them to 
have ‘in venereal fores in’ almoft every 
other part. It is proper, therefore, in'the 
treatment of fores upon thefe parts, that 
this circumftance be kept in view. 

Lunar cauftic 1s the beft application for 
chancres. upon the lips. In this fituation 
ointments cannot be conveniently em- 
ployed: we therefore truft almoft entirely 
to the repeated application of cauftic; but 
in chancres upon the nipples, the applica- 
tion of cauftic creates fo much pain that 
it can feldom be ufed. We are therefore 
in thefe parts obliged to employ the mild- 
er dreflings, and nothing anfwers better 
than the common faturnine ointment, or 

| wax 


Sea. V. of Lues Venerea. “349 


wax ointment, with a fourth part of calo- 
mel. Some advantage is alfo derived from 
bathing the parts affe@ed with a {trong 
folution of opium in water. It leffens:ir- 
ritability,, by which the fores are more 
readily difpofed to heal. » : 


Of ‘the Cure of Buboes. 


A nisTory of ‘the rife and progrefs of 
bubo has’ already been given in Sed. II... 
of this Chapter, p. 26. 

Our treatment of bubo has Nitelcd and 
been improved by the more perfed know- 
ledge which of late years has been ob- 
| tained of the anatomy of the lymphatic 
 fyftem. Till) this was acquired buboes 

were confidered as an effort of the fyftem 
to throw off the) morbific matter of the 
difeafe, fo that in every inftance to pro- 
mote their fuppuration was thought to be 

i neceflary ; 
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neceflary 5 but when it is known that 
they are not produced by any difeafe of 
the conftitution; that they originate from 
a ftoppage of the fyphilitic: virus in its 
progrefs to the common courfe of the cir- 
culation; that by bringing mercury into 
contac with the virus while in this fitua- 
tion we can render it totally inert; and 
that fores, the confequence of the fuppu- 
ration of buboes, are difficult of cure, I 
do not hefitate.to fay that it. j is the beft 
practice in the treatment of buboes, to 
prevent the formation of matter, and by 
a proper application of mercury,’ com- 
bined with other means, to procure a dif 
cuffion of every tumour of this kind.’ > 
> But: although the advantages’ of this 
svntlice are obvious to’ all who have ae 
ven it a fair trial, ftill there are many | 
who have not adopted it, as thinking that 
they leffen the hazard ofthe ‘patient’ ‘by 
inducing fuppuration in thé fubftance of 
the gland, and afterwards abhaeg scrie! the 
matter which it contains, 3 


; yer es praises We 


4 
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We muft indeed. acknowledge that this 
reafoning would have every appearance of 
being well founded, and that the pradtice 
of curing buboes by difcuffion ought cer- 
. tainly to be exploded, was it to be ac- 


complifhed by forcing the matter of in- 


fection into the fyftem; but as ‘we have 
it in our power by a proper ufe of mer- 
cury entirely to deftroy the nature of the 
matter lodged in the obftructed e¢land, 


and as we know from daily obfervation, 


that when accomplifhed in this manner, 


the difcuffion of buboes can.never induce ~ 


danger, it ought in all: pnins 5 to. be ae 
_yiled. 

The difcuffion of hele | tumours para 
_ often be in our power by other means 
than the dire& application of mercury to 
the matter of infection; but we a& with 
more certainty of doing no harm to the 
fyftem, by firft deftroying the active pro- 
perty of the. matter in. the obftructed 
gland, and trufting afterwards to the ufe 


of mercury for obviating the effeds of 


any 


_- 
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any part of the virus that may have paffed 
into the fyftem. 

On the firft: appearance of a bubo mer- 
-eury fhould therefore be applied, fo as that 
it may with moft certainty pafsintothe 
obftructed gland. Hence it fhould be chief- 


ly applied to thofe parts lying between. 


the bubo and the fpot at which the matter 
of infeGion was abforbed ; but in the or- 
dinary feat of buboes the fpace lying’ be- 
tween thefe points is not fuflicient for the 
quantity of mercurial ointment that muft 
be employed. Where buboes form‘in the 
arm-pit, or in the fore part of the: thigh, 
from venereal fores in the hand or feet, 
_ this may at:all times be: done; but when — 
feated in the groin, befides ‘rubbing’the 
ointment upon the parts lying ‘between | 
the’ chancres. andthe fwellings, we alfo 
apply it along‘the infideof the thigh and _ 


leg. When'the practice of difcufling bu- 


- boes*with mercury was firft introduced, 
the ointment ‘was -chifly rubbed upon the 


tumour, and often a mercurial plafter was 


a conftantly applied to it; we find, 


however, a 


*~ 
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however, that’ the’ mercury pailes with 
much? more ceftainty into the gland by 
applying’ iti to thofe parts from whence. 
_ the lymphatic veffels forming the gland 
take their origin, 

~ But although a mercurial pliter ap- 
-pliedupon the gland ittelf feems to do harm, 
by the:heat and irritation which it excites, , 
_ Lam of opinion that a fmall portion of 
_ the ointment that we employ fhould be 
_ rubbed upon it. Although none of the 
4 mercury fhould by this route pafs dire@ly 
into the gland, ftill it will go into the fy 
tem, and we know that the. difcuffion of 
the tumour is often promoted by gentle 
_ friétion applied to it. : 
S + In-our application of mercury for the 
| purpofe of making it pafs through a parti- 
P cular gland it is evident thata knowledge 
of the'courfe of the lymphatics i is. a mat- 
~ ter of 1 importance 5 ; but we cannot always 
- apply it, as 1 have already obferved, to 
_ thofe ‘parts from which the ¢reateft num- 
- berofi lymphatics of the contiguous glands ~ 
a originate, | ' Thus in women, in whom bu-. 
byont IT,” rN a a  boes 
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boes are fometimes feated within an inch 
or fo of the feat of infection, as is the cafe 
where the glands upon the round liga- 
ments become obftructed, fromthe lym- 
phatics forming thefe glands appearing 
to rife chiefly from the tender fkin of the 
labia pudendi, we cannot with propriety 3 


apply the ointment to thefe parts; nor : 


can we in mott inftances i in the treatment 
‘of buboes in men take the advantage of 
thofe lymphatics which originate in the 
glans penis in the. internal furface of the — 
prepuce or fcrotum; at leaft wherever | | 
have attempted to do fo, however gently 
-the friction was applied, fo much irrita- 


tion was induced by it that we were foon 


obliged to defift. Inthe fcrotum it excites. 
a fretful itchy eruption, and a confider- 
able degree of uneafinefs. | Im all thefe fi- 
tuations, therefore, we muft apply the 
ointment to the more firm {kin of the con- 
tiguous parts. 

When the: full sine of mercury to 
be employed can be rubbed upon the leg: 
and thigh of that fide in which a bubo is — 

feated 
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feated it ought certainly to be done, but 
the cure of the difeafe often requires a 
greater quantity of the ointment than can 
be ufed in this manner. In fuch cafes we 


| commonly apply it to the other thigh, but — 


it may with equal fafety and advantage 


be rubbed upon the arms or any part of — 
'. the body. | ; 


From what has been faid, it will appear 


: that we depend chiefly upon a proper ap- 
_ plication of mercury for the difcuffion of 


-buboes ; but we fhould not truft entirely 


~ . 


_tothis. When the patient is plethoric he 
_thould immediately lofe blood, in quanti~ — 
_ ty proportioned to his ftrength, and his 
_ bowels thould be opened by a brifk purga- 
tive. It proves fometimes ufeful to repeat 
_the purgative once and again: Cold fatur- 
nine poultices fhould be applied to the tu- 
-mour: The patient fhould be kept at per- 
fed reft: His diet fhould be moderate ; 
-and where much irritation prevails opiates — 


fhould be given in dofes fufficient for re- 


Moving it. I think it right indeed to ob- 


ferve, that in the treatment of buboes — 
i Aaa- much 
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much. ee may be senna from the 
ufe of opiates, and that mercury will often 
fail if we do not at the fame time leflen 
or remove the irritation -and pain, for 
which nothing anfwers with fuch certain- 
ty as the internal ufe of opiates combined 
with a frequent renewal of cold faturnine 
applications. In fome inftances I have 
made trial of local blood-letting by means. 
of leeches for the difcuffion of venereal 
‘buboes, and in fome cafes with advantage. 
‘In others, however, it has not anfwered 
fo well as it commonly does in fwellings 
of thefe parts arifing from inflammation. 
On the contrary, the irritation which the 
bites of thefe animals excites has in pkornnne | 
appeared to do harm. 

By a proper application of the: een 
that I have enumerated, we endeavour to. : 
remove the inflammation, while by a due 
continuation: of mercury we fecure the | 
fafety of the conftitution. The length of — 
time to which a courfe of mercury fhould 
extend for this purpofe, can only be afcer-_ 
tained by the effets which refult from it. 


Ea 
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It fhould always, however, be continued 
till the fwelled gland is nearly reduced to 
its natural fize; and when chancres take 
place, along with it the mercury cannot 
with fafety be laid afide till the fores have . 
_ been cicatrifed for two or three. weeks. 
But in attending to the difcuffion of the ~ 
_ tumour we have no reafon in any cafe to exe 
pect that it will be reduced entirely toits uf— _ 
ual fize; for lymphatic glands, when {welled 
‘from this caufe, commonly remain for a 
great length of time, in fome inftances 
during the life of the patient, fomewhat 
more full and prominent than they were 
before. All we have to expect therefore. 
is, that they fhould. fall nearly to their 


_ natural fize, and be entirely free of pain. 


This being accomplithed, if no chancres 
or other fymptoms of the difeafe exift, 
_ and if the full effet of the mercury has _ 
been kept up, it may with fafety be. left 
off at the end of two or three Weeks from, 
that period. | | | | 
In buboes: altogether venereal, we fel- 
} doth fail to remove them where the patient - 
1 ACS: Oar defires 
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defires affiftance in due time and applies 
the ointment with care and attention ; but — 
in fome inftances we fail, and notwith- 
ftanding all our endeavours the tumour 
proceeds to fuppuration. This may take 
place from various caufes, but it happens 
chiefly from patients declining to afk afi 
fiftance till it is too late; from their im-. 
proper manner of living, and being allow- 
ed to walk abroad when they ought to be 
confined; from their not, applying the 
mercury. with that care and attention 
which it requires ; and in many inftances 
from the patient being of a fcrophulous 
_conftitution ; by which, although the fy- 
philitic virus may be removed or deftroy- 
ed by the mercury, ‘ftill it is not fufficient 
for the purpofe of carrying off that ten- 
dency to the formation of matter which 
the virus has produced. | : 

As foon as a bubo fhews any tendency 
to fuppurate, it is the praCice with many 
to endeavour to promote the formation of 
matter as quickly as poflible; but I have 


not obferved any Be eaten for this, By 
ftilk 


pe 
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ftill proceeding with an attentive applica- 

tion of mercury, and with the ufe of cold — 
applications, we frequently fucceed in the 
difcuffion of buboes after they have become 
large, and in fomeinftances even after. 


_fome partial fuppuration has taken place. 


Neither does the practice do harm even 
when it does not fucceed; for although 
complete fuppuration fhould afterwards 
take place, we do not perceive that the 
proceis is retarded by the mercury having 
been continued, while the fores which en- 


fue heal more kindly than they ufually do 
_where the sir has been prévioufly 


Jaid afide. By fome we are told, that the 
ufe of mercury, during the formation of: 
matter in buboes, ought never to be ad- 


 vifed-;- but although I have paid much at- 


tention to the fubjedt I have never perceiv- 
ed that in any inftance it has done harm, 
while, befides other advantages, it faves a 


good deal of time which otherwife would. 
be loft. Even where the formation of 
| matter has taken place to a confiderable 
extent, and where it 1s therefore proper ta 


promote the completé fuppuration of the 
Aad, tumour 


tumour by the frequent renewal. of. warm 
emollient poultices and fomentations, ftill 
there is no. neceflity for defifting: from the. 
ule of mercury, which, fhould .be..con- 
tinued, without interruption till)a fuffici- 
ent quantity is employed for the fafety. of 
the conftitution.. , It does not prevent the 
fappuration from going forward,; and the 
{ores which enfue’ from the. difcharge of 
the matter heal. more kindly, as I have 
already obferved, when no interruption 
has been given to the exhibition, of mer- 
CUry., be ‘ 
hen ek so ie come .to.a Bais of 
{uppuration, 16-1 dS hee -queftion with fome 
whether they thould be opened or not, for 
many have obferyed that they fr equently 
heal. eafily when, allowed to burft,, by 
which. the pain and terror of the opera- 
tion is avoided. The refult of my obfer- 
vation has been, that when buboes do not 
arrive ata datBs fize we fhould: proceed. 
with the ufe of mercury till they burft of | 
themfelves,. unlefs the teguments are. un- 
commonly thick; but: when the fubftance. 
of the gland is enzo fuppurated, as the 
Ae o "matter, 
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matter, if thickly covered; would not reas 


dily find a vent for itfelf, andoas it might 
in the mean. time infinuate ariong the fur- 
rounding parts, in order to prevent the 


_ inconveniences which this would induce; 


we ought certainly ,to. make. an opening 
into it, whatever the fize of. itis 3 and in 


all pe of large: buboes we fhould not hes 


fitate in advifing them to bée'opened. 
Our objec: in opening: buboes fiould 


be nearly the fame as in other collections 


of matter... Such an opening fhould. be 


made as will afford a?free vent ‘to the 
matter, but there is no caufe for making it 
larger. In large buboes, indeed, the te- 
guments are apt to be fo flabby and loofe, 


and the texture of the {kin fo much de- 
_ftroyed, that the cure would always be te- 


dious was the fkin allowed to remain. . In 


- fuch cafes I fometimes difcharge the mat- 


ter with cauftic, applied in fuch a manner 
as to deftroy any part of the teguments 
that appear to be fuperabundant. This, 
however, is feldom neceflary;:and for the 
moft part. I have found that-an opening 

made 
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made from the centre of the tumour, where 
the matter commonly points, down to the 
moft depending part of it, is perfectly fuf- 
ficient. Even a fmaller opening than this 
would often anfwer; but it is better'to 
make it fuficient at once, than to be ob- 
liged to repeat a very painful operation 
perhaps once and again, as is often necef. 
{ary where buboes of a large fize are open- . 
ed with {mall incifions. F need fcarcely 
obferve that the opening fhould in every 
inftance be continued down to. the moft 
depending point of the colle@ion. From 
want of fufficient attention to this we meet 
with daily inftances of the matter being 
allowed to collect, and in this manner to 
find accefs to the contiguous parts, by 

which a great deal of diftrefs is induced, | 
which, with due care at firft, might eafily 
in every cafe be prevented. tot 
_ This I may obferve is a point of the 

firft importance in the treatment of bu- 
hoes, but it does not often meet with that 
attention which it merits. Patients under 
mercury being for the moft part highly 
: irritable, 
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irritable, they feldom fubmit eafily to 
have buboes properly opened ; fo that al- 
though the lancet may be entered at the 
moft prominent part of the tumour, which 
it ought always to be, the practitioner, if 
not firm and refolute, is often. prevented 
from carrying it to the moft depending 
part of it, by which fome fpace is left for 
the lodgement of matter; and however 
{mall this at firft may be, it feldom fails 
of becoming more extenfive.. This again 
gives rife to a great extent of ulcer, or to 
_ the formation of finufes, which very con- 
_ ftantly prove the fource of much pain to 
_ the patient, and of diftrefs and sobariat, 
' ment to the furgeon, } 
When finufes in this re ene are fuper-_ 
ficial, and run little deeper than the {kin, 
they are eafily managed. No rifk is in- 
_ curred in laying them open, by which, if 
_ the conftitution is healthy, a cure will be 
obtained. ona fufficient quantity of mer- 
cury being given but they fometimes — 
run deep, and pafs fo near to the large 
hlood-veflels of thefe parts, that no at- 
Beit . tempt 
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tempt of this kind can be made. | In fuch 
circumftances. all that art-can in general 


do, 18 to preferve the external opening of 
the finufes fufficiently large, and by re- 
gular and equal ‘preflure at the different 
dreflings, to prevent as! much*as poflible 


the matter from lodging. In fome in: 


ftances I have derived advantage from in- 
ferting a piece of ‘cauftic, from time to 
time, to the bottom of a deep» finus, and 


applying it gently over the whole internal. 


furface of the fore.” In others, the infer- 
tion of a fmall portion of ointment,’ im: 
pregnated with red precipitate, or with 
verdigtis, has proved ufeful.. By remo- 
ving the floughs with which the furface 
of thefe finufes are: commonly covered, 
they thus excite a. difpofition | over the 
whole to granulate: and unite. rears 3 


When buboes come forward to full ma- 


turation without much injury being done 
to the fkin, f have, in different inftances, 
difcharged the matter by the introdudion 
of a fmall cord or feton, andthe practice 
has fucceeded. This vil es however, 
the 


/ 


- 
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| the teguments to be firmer than they com- 
_monly are when a bubo is Hee y to be 
opened. 

It is univerfally admitted, that it is - 
much importance to prevent the accefs of © 
air to deep feated fores ; and as we fome- 
times obferve that. buboes ooze out the 
matter which they contain by a number 
of. {mall openings, and as thefe openings 
commonly heal eafily, I conclude. that 
they do fo from their being fo fmall as to 
exclude the air entirely. ‘In different in- 
ftances I have attempted to imitate na- 
ture, by making a number of fmall punc- 
tures with the. point of a lancet: over 
the whole extent of the bubo,; and for the 
moft part. with faccefs. - Fhe! matter m 

this manner comes flowly off; the fides 
of the abfeefs contract, gradually ; and 
when completely. emptied, we. find the 
whole parts that have been {welled be- 
come fufhiciently firm, without fores or 
_ finufes many part of them. | fog 

When.a fuficient quantity of mercury 
has been taken, if the conftitution in other 

re{pects. 
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refpects. is found, the fore in moft inftan- 
ces heals eafily, merely by drefling with 


common cerate, and by that attention to. 


cleanlinefs fo neceflary in the treatment 
of fores of every defcription. It often 
happens, however, that the cure of thefe 


fores proves tedious, notwithftanding all 
the attention that we can give to them. 


Their edges become hard, livid, and of- 
ten retorted ; the matter thin, fharp and 
foetid ; and inftead of healing, the ulce- 
ration gradually extends, or, if it heals in 
fome parts it breaks out in others, giving 
a honey-comb appearance to all the parts 
that lie contiguous. In fome the tenden- 
cy to this depafcent kind of fore is fo 
great, that it foon fpreads over all the un- 
der part of the abdomen, and ‘upper parts 
the thigh; in fome cafes, by the matter 
being fo acrid as to corrode and deftroy 


all the contiguous parts with which it. | 


comes in contact, and in others by {pread- 


ing beneath the fkin, and burfting out, 


from time to time, in a variety of fmall 


ulcers. 
The 


eee eee 
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The fituation of patients with fores of 
this defcription is often very deplorable. 
The pain with which they are attended is 


_ commonly fevere; the acrid matter which 


they afford being abforbed, hedtic fever is 
thereby induced ; the patients become hot _ 


_ and reftlefs through the night; and almoft 


a total want of appetite renders them fon 
much emaciated.. } | 
In fuch circumftances cicuta has Tririek 
times proved ufeful; and in different in- 
ftances the fores have been healed by it, 
when no advantage was derived from any 
kind of ointment. In thefe cafes it was 
applied i in the form of poultices, common- 


4 ly by mixing the juice of the freth herb 


with emollient cataplafms. I have alfo 
obferved that the recent exprefled juice — 
has, for internal ufe, proved more effectu- 
al than any other form of it. I have em- 


_ ployed hyofcyamus and belladona fully, 
but feldom with any material. advantage. 
_ Neither have I in thefe cafes obferved any 
obvious benefit from farfaparilla ; but, in 


different inftances, mezereon, guaiacum, 
| and. 
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and factahecal ee sloanditiae a have proved | 
ufeful, when exhibited» in the manner I : 


have already’ mentioned. | 

The moft. effectual courfe, however, 
which I have employed, is the application 
of cauftic round:all the edges and harden- 


ed parts of the fores, conjoined with the | 


internal ufe of opium.’ For a confiderable 


time I trufted entirely to dreflings’of the 


emollient kind, being afraid of irritating 
parts already highly fenfible. In fome 
cafes a faturnine ointment has proved fuc- 
cefsful, and in others the common cala- 
mine cerate has anfwered ; but in moft in- 
ftances, on thofe: days in which cauttic is 
not applied; have derived more advan- 
tage from ointments prepared with a con- 
-fiderable proportion of calomel,. red pre= 
cipitate, or verdigris*. In fome cafes it 
is neceflary to fprinkle thefe articles over 


the fores in the form of | powder, . but for — 
the moft part they are fufficiently power-_ 


ful when mixed with ointments.  Inftead 


* Vide Appendix, Nos. 26, 24, 28. 


of: 
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of exciting ‘pain, as thofe not accuftomed 
to ufe them are apt to fufped, they cont. 
monly remove it; and they feldom fail 
to alter’ the difcharge from a thin acrid. 


) fanies, to a well digefted pus: 


_ The application of lunat cauttic indeed 
always excites pain at firft; but this foon 
fubfides, efpecially when the internal ex- 
hibition of opium is advifed along with it. 


Indeed opium, in fores of this defcription, 


proves often ufeful of itfelf, not by acting, 


as fome have imagined; as an antily phi- 


litic remedy, but by removing, as I have 
already had occafion to obferve, that pain 


_ and irritation with which fores diicharg- 
_ ing acrid matter are ufually accompanied. 


By removing this ftate’of irritability it in 
fome meafure deftroys the difpofition in 
the veflels of the fore to form that kind: 
of matter, which, by its own acrimony, 
ferves to perpetuate the ulceration; and 
this being accomplifhed, when no other 
interruption takes place, nature alone fel. 
om fails to complete the cure. 
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In fome inftances I have known fores in 
this fituation, which refifted every other 
remedy, foon healed by being fumigated 
from time to time with cinnabar: In 
others, warm falt-water bathing, and af- 
-terwards the ordinary form of fea-bathing _ 
has proved ufeful; while in fome, a cure — 
has not been obtained but with an entire 
change of regimen. Where the patient 
has previoufly lived upon milk and vege- 
tables, a moderate allowance of wine and 
animal food has proved ferviceable, while — 
thofe who have been previoufly accuftom- 
ed to full living, have derived much ad- 
vantage from a diet confifting altogether 
of vegetables and milk. In all fuch cafes 
country air proves highly ufeful. 

Where mercurial fumigations are em- 
ployed for the cure of thefe fores, they 
fhould be conveyed to the parts affected 
by a metallic tube, and kept applied to © 
them for the {pace of twenty-five minutes. 
-or half an hour at once, and this fhould 
be repeated daily for fix or wet Lic in 
fucceflion. . ; 
3 For . 
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For a confiderable time paft I have been 


_ making trial of muriated barytes, a reme- 


dy lately brought into notice by the. in- 
genious Dr Crawford of London *, ‘Thefe 
trials have been chiefly confined to fores 
and tumours produced by {crophula, but I 
have alfo made ufe of it in the fpreading 
ulcer that fometimes fucceeds to buboes 
after the fyphilitic virus has been eradj- 
cated, and in various inflances I think 
with advantage. — 

Befides this flate of bubo, there ig ano- 
ther which in fome inftances proves very. 
diftre{sful, in which the tumour, after ars _ 


_ riving at a confiderable bulk, remains 


nearly ftationary, and thews no tendency 
either to -fuppurate or diffolve, notwith- 
_ flanding of all the remedies that we em-+ 
ploy. | 
For the moft part this indolent ftate of 
bubo depends upon the patient being of a 
{cerophulous conftitution ; but ‘whatever 
_ may be the caufe, our firft obje@ thould 
Bb 2° be 


- * Vide Appendix, No, 32. 
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be to employ mercury in fuch quantity as 
may be neceflary for i aserbaats the Pheaiin 
entirely fafe. 

Union for this pine is the beft form 
of mercury; by making it pafs through 
the difeafed parts the tumour is more rea- 
dily difcuffed than in giving it by the 
mouth. Even this, however, will in fome 
inftances be continued with littke or no 
advantage for a great length of time. In 
_ fach circumftances I have in-various cafes 

~ advifed blifters to be repeatedly applied 
ovet the tumours. They never do harm, 
and in fome cafes they havé evidently 
proved ufeful. Jn others electricity has 
proved ferviceable, but it muft be conti- 
nued. for feveral weeks before we can 
judge of its influence ; and it ought to be 
applied longer at each period than is ufu- 
ally done. In various cafés of indolent — 
tumours where electricity proved fuccefs- 
ful, and fome of thefe were of the kind that 
we are now confidering, no advantage was 
derived from the common way of apply- 
ing its Inallof them 1 it was applied for the 
{pace 
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{pace of half an hour at once; this was 
repeated three times a-day, and at each 
application fparks were not only taken 
from the furface of the tumours, but gentle 
fhocks were pafféd through them. For 
the firft two or three weeks {carcely any 
alteration was perceived in any of them, 
but they all decreafed fuddenly at laft. 
One of them ef confiderable fize, which 
had been of eight months Caan and 
in fome parts of which matter feemed to ~ 
have formed, was reduced to the fourth 
part of its bulk in the courfe of a few days 
from the. period at which it began to di- 


-minifh. In this ftate of thefe tumours a 


long continued ufe of-cicuta proves fome- 
times ferviceable; and I have {een evi 
dent advantages from fea-bathing, and 
from drinking as much falt water daily as 
the patient can bear without being much 
purged, : : 

Before Ea caiee upon rahe ufe of cold - 
bathing I have in fome cafes advifed warm — 
- falt-water to be poured upon the tumour, 
morning and evening, for the fpace of 
Bb 3 two 


- 
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two or three weeks, and for the moft part 
it has appeared to prove ufeful. | | 
In courfe of time buboes in this ftate 
fometimes become foft, and fhow a ten- 
dency to fuppurate, although they may 
not have done fo before. It is here that 
IT have obferved warm gum plafters prove 
moft ufeful. By ftimulating the veflels 
of the difeafed parts, they feem to excite 
‘that kind of eftufion which readily pro- 
ceeds to a ftate of purulency. | 
But the moft alarming circumftance to 
patients with tumours in this indolent 
ftate, is, a fufpicion which they are apt to 
entertain that they may fome time or 
other end in cancer. This is, however, 
fo rare an occurrence, that it fhould fearce- 
ly give any caufe of alarm. The phaga- 
denic fores which occafionally fucceed to | 
buboes, and of which we have already 
taken notice, fometimes put on a cancer- 
ous appearance, but the real {chirrus 
which terminates mm cancer is rarely if 
ever the confequence of a venereal bubo, 


In different infiances I have been con- 
fulted — 
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falted’for indolent tumours in thefe parts 
on fufpicion of their being cancerous, but 
I conclude that they are feldom or never 
of this nature, from all of them having 
done well where the patients have been 
perfuaded not tomeddle withthem. They 
often indeed remain confiderably enlar- — 
ged for a great length of time; but when 
they do not ulcerate no danger is to be 
‘dreaded. Wherever parts in this fituation _ 
however, become cancerous, they ought 
to be extirpated while they remain in a 
moveable ftate. 


§ 3. 


of the Cure of Venereal Ulcers. 


\ 


In the two preceding fections I have — 
treated of the cure of chancres, and of 
thofe ulcers which fucceed tosbuboes, both 

of which, but particularly the firft, may 

_be confidered as primary fymptoms of the 
Bee difeafe, 
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difeafe, as they may take place. without 
the fyftem being in any degree. injured. 
At prefent we have to confider the treat- 
ment of thofe ulcers which originate from 
the fyphilitic virus having entered the 
conititution, and of which a defcription 
has. been given in the fecond fection of 
this chapter, page 93: 

In the management of théfe cia our 
chief dependence is upon a well directed 
courfe of mercury 5 and I-believe that in 
general it is the beft: ‘practice to truft in 
the firft inflance to mercury alone, and 
not to haften the healing of the fores by 
any other means than the application of 
mild dreffings and due attention to clean- 
linefs. Under this treatment, by the virus 
' being thus totally deftroyed we reft affur- 
ed that the cure is: accomplithed, a point 
which muft neceflarily remain in doubt 
where cauttic Pementiios have been em- 
ployed. | . s 
| Some exceptions, ee pocur to. 
this, and I confider. it as of much impor- 
fog m practice ‘that one be kept in 

; | _ view. 
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view. Venereal fores may be fo fituated 
and in fuch a ftate that their farther.pro- 
erefs may be attended with the lofs of 
parts materially neceflary for life, or for 
the future comfort of the patient; as is 
the cafe with ulcers that have already pe- _ 
- netrated deep in the throat, mouth, nofe, 
lips, or face. In all thefe fituations, par- 
ticularly in the throat, nofe, and lips, they 


_ ufually proceed with more rapidity than. 


in other parts of the body, fo that by truft- 
_ ing to the internal ufe of mercury alone 
fuch a deftruction of parts often takes place 
as proves afterwards highly diftrefsful. 
On this account the cure fhould be as 

much as poflible haftened by the ufe of the 
moft effectual dreflings with which we are 
acquainted, and no harm can enfue from | 
this being conjoined with whatever quan- 
tity of mercury may be required. 

In all fores truly venereal, wherever . 
they may be fituated, the parts. are moft 
fpeedily brought to a healing condition . 
| by a a free ‘teppligation of cauftic, but the 

_ practice 
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ptwetice has feldom, I believe, been con- 
fidéred as applicable to ulcers in the 
mouth, throat, or internal. parts of the 
nofe.” For many years paft, however, I 
have been in the practice of ufing cauftic Bs 
as well as other efcharrotics in the cure of 
thefe ulcers with the greateft freedom. No 
danger has ever enfued from it; and in 
various inftances it has tended to fave the 
uvula.and other parts of the throat, which 
otherwifé were in great danger of being 
deftroyed. Cauftic fixed in a tube fix or 
feven inches in length may be eafily con- 
veyed to any part of the mouth or throat, 
and the tube anfwers the purpofe whether 
it be curved or ftraight. Cauftic excites 
lefs pain in thefe parts than it ufually does 
in other parts of the body, and it feldom 
fails to remove the irritation which ac- 
companies thefe ulcers, and in this man- 
-ner to difpofe them to heal. One appli- 
cation feldom proves fufficient. Till the 
mercury has completely entered the fyi — 
tem, it requires to be repeated once and | 
again, perhaps every fecond or third day, 
and 
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and in the intermediate days I caufe the 
parts to be touched occafionally either 
- with a weak folution of corrofive fubli- 
mate, or with a ftrong impregnation of 

honey with mercury, which ‘in all forés 
_ of this defcription is a very RPE appli- 
cation.*, 

In the deiiieelan which Ihave given 
of the venereal fore throat, page 60. of this 
volume, I have endeavoured to point out 
marks of diftmdction between it and affec- 
tions of the throat, the confequences of o- 
ther caufes, and particularly thofe by which 
it may be diftinguifhed from ulcerations of 
the mouth and throat which mercury is 
apt to induce. Among other means of dif- 
tinction may be mentioned the different 
effects produced upon thefe ulcers by cau- 
ftic. Inthe true venereal ulcer, after the 
_ firft irritation which it excites is over, a 
good deal of relief is obtained from it, and 
the parts foon affume a clean healing ap-_ 
pearance 3 whereas, in fores induced by 

_ mercury, 


# Vide Appendix, No. 5. 
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mercury, the. application. of cauftie not 
only gives, very intenfe pain at firft, but 
the pain continues fora confiderable time, 
while the fores retain nearly the fame: ap- 
pearances, however frequently the remedy 
may be repeated. Ak ; 

Ulcers in the nofe and. outer parts ce 
the lips, befides being touched with cau- 
ftic, may be-drefled with ointments im- 
pregnated with calomel, red precipitate, 
and even with verdigris ; but thefe reme- 
dies are inadmiffible to the throat and in- 
fide of the mouth from the danger that 
would enfue from their pafling into the 
- ftomach, 

Even in ae teapeaty, ulcers of other parts 
of the body, we are often obliged at lat to 
employ remedies of this clafs. For the 
moft part they become clean foon after 
mercury is taken in fufficient quantity for 
rendering the mouth fore, and they fre- 
quently heal, merely by continuing the 
courfe of mercury for a fufficient length 
of time, But this does not always hap- 
pen 3 for although the {ores may become 

clean 
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clean, and even contraé@, they are very 
apt to become ftationary at laft, and do 
not fhow any difpofition to heal, how- 
ever long the mercury may be continu- 
ed. When we perceive this to be the 
cafe, the mild dreflings employed at firft 
fhould be laid afide. The parts fhould 
be completely touched with lunar cauftic 
every fecond or third day, and at other 
times dreffed with calomel, or red precipi- ’ 
tate ointment. In fome cafes we fucceed 
by bathing with a weak folution of cor- 
- rofive fublimate, or of verdigris 3 but the 
ointments for the moft ae prove more 
effectual. } 

By thus connecting a reeulan attention 
to the external management of the fores, 
with a due perfeverance in the ufe of mer- 
cury, we very commonly prove fuccefsful 
at laft; but even this does not always an- 
fwer. In fome inftances, the ulcers in- 
 ftead of becoming clean and putting on 
a healing appearance, remain foul and 
~ equally extenfive as at firit. 


In 
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In fuch circumftances we fometimes. 
fucceed by changing the: preparation of 
mercury, andin others by making fome 
variety in the dreflings applied to the — 
fores. We fhould not, therefore, reft fa- 
tisfied with one mode of treatment, but — 
where no advantage i is obtained from the 
fecond or third variation of the remedies, 
particularly if the cauftic has been fuffi- » 
ciently powerful, and the mouth kept for’ 
a due length of time completely fore with 
the mercury, we may in that cafe be af 
_fured either that fome other difeafe pre- 
vails in the fyfterh, or that the fores are 
rendered obftinate by pears in the con- 
tiguous bones. 

Scrophula and Geet are the difeates 
by which, when they prevail at the fame 
time, the cure of venereal fores is moft apt _ 
to be obftruéted. Venereal ulcers will no 
doubt heal in fcrophulous conftitutions. 
Of this we have daily inftances; but itis 
equally certain that the contrary often 
happens, and with fuch certainty does 
{curvy obftruct the operation of mercury, 

that. 


Segt.V. of Lues.Wenerea.. 383 


that a cure can fcarcely be obtained as I 
have already obferved, of any of the more 


inveterate fymptoms of fyphilis while the 


{corbutic diathefis exifts in any confider- 
able degree. Where either of thefe dif 
- eafes is therefore found to be the caufe of 
our failure, thofe remedies muft. be .em- 
ployed which prove moft fuccefsful in re- 
moving them; but having already in dif- 
ferent parts of this work had occafion to 
fpeak ‘particularly upon this it will not 
_ here be neceflary to confider it farther. 


The local affection that proves the moft 


frequent impediment to the cure of thete 
fores, is a difeafed ftate of the bones above 
which they are feated, or of the mem- 
branes covering thefe bones. In either 
of thefe cafes, although the virus of. the 


difeafe may be eradicated by a courfe of 


mercury, ftill the fores will continue foul, 
nor will they fhow any tendency to heal, 
however long the mercury may be conti- 


nued. Ulcers of this defcription being 
frequently connected with this difeafed 


flate of the parts beneath, are often the 
caufe 
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caufe of more mercury being employed 
than would otherwife be judged neceflary, 
for we are too apt to fuppofe that all fuch 


fores as were at firft produced by Lues 


Venerea are to be cured by mercury alone; 


whether the forés at the time are truly | 


of the venereal nature or not; an error 
that has been the caufe of much mercury 
_ being very unneceflarily given. 


Whether the bone, or only the | dertot: | 


-teum be at firft affeGed, our practice 


_ muft be nearly the fame ; for in fuch cir: 
_cumftances, where the periofteum is fo 
much difeafed as to refift the effe@s of 
a full courfe of mercury, there muft ulti- 


mately be a partial exfoliation of the bone 
beneath, before a» permanent cure wil] 
take place. The foft unhealthy granula: 
tions with which fores in this ftate are apt 
to be covered muft be deftroyed with ef 
charotics, and the exfoliation of the bone 


promoted by all fuch means as ufually © 


prove moft effectual for that purpofe, and 
for which books on furgery may be con- 
fulted. J may here fhortly obferve, that 

| ist * the 
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the beft efcharotic I have employed for 
the deftruction of thefe fungous excrefcen- 
ces which fprout upon the furface of dif 
eafed bones, is a combination of red pre- 
_ cipitate and calcined allum, which proves 
much more powerful than either of thefe 
articles when ufed, feparately, and more — 
effectual even; than cauftic in the ufual 
way of applying it*. ; 

On the difeafed ey of he jee cies 
_ removed-a cure willdoon take place if a. 
‘fafficient: ‘quantity of mercury has been 
given; otherwife the fore will affume the 
_ufual appearances of a’ venereal ulcer, and 
will not heal till another ,courfe of mer- 
~ cury.is advifed. . 

‘With refpect to the quantity of mercury 
‘to be given for the cure of venereal ulcers, 
this muft at all times be regulated by the 
effects which refult from it, and thefe again 


_ will in a great meafure depend upon the 


~ duration of the fymptoms. When the dif- 
eafe has been of {hort continuance, and. 
Wign. sLlsy: iva Oe 3 the 


; pit Ac Sdsicnibl is given fot this article No. 44. AP- 
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the fores heal eafily without the affiftance 


of external applications, the mercury, if 


given in full quantity, need never be con-_ 


tinued above three weeks after they are 


‘cicatrifed ; but we fhould proceed with it 
for the {pace of a month where the fyftem _ 


has either been long infected, or where we 


have judged it neceflary to heal the fores — 


quickly by the application of cauftic or 


to cicatrife it, and for another fortnight, 


that is, for the {pace of a month in all, in - 
order to render his conftitution fafe, if 

by the application of cauftic the ulcer fhall — 
be cicatrifed in a week, the mercury fhould | 
be perfifted in for a month ther eatter, OF | 
for five weeks in all. > @ 
‘By fome it has been doubted ehidies 3 
it is neceflary to perfevere in the ufe of © 
mercury after the fymptoms for which it 


efcharotics. Thus; “in an ulcer in the © 
‘throat, which we might fuppofe would © 
- yequire the patient to be under mercury for 

the fpace of a fortnight, merely in order _ 


is given are removed ; but thefe doubts — 


have otly been fuggefted byt thofe, who, 


Py 


from want of fufficient experience are not : 


capable < 
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capableof | ae or by Seis who in 
the fupport of a theory which they’ have 
adopted, allow their judgments ‘to'be fo 
far’ petverted that they lofe fight of every. 
_ fac and argument that militates againit it. 
_ There is nothing more certain than that 
_ venereal vulcers, as’ well as every: other 
a fymptom ‘of the difeate, may be complete- 
ly removed by mercury, and yet that the 
 diféafe will return in the fame or fome 
other form, if we do not ‘perfift inthe ufe 
pf mercury for fome time: thereafters that 
ds, the difeafe itfelf may be ctired while 
the -difpofition remains. All the fymp=- 
toms may be ‘carried off entirely, and yet. 
the virus fubGift in fuch force that they 
_ -will’atfome future period break out pili 
The length of time ‘to which the ufe of 
_ mercury fhould be protracted for removing 
- this difpofition, it is not always’eafy to af- 
certain. Inthis, dnd fome of the preceding — 
 fections, I have mentioned the refult of 
_ my own experience upon this point, but 
this can'only be done in general terms, 
and ‘the quantity of mercury'to be given 
if Cc2 in. 
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any sartigalat cafe muft in a geeks mea- 
fure be regulated by the judgment of the 
practitioner im attendance. 

I can however with certainty fay, that 
in the courfe of daily and extenfive obfer- 


vation im practice of this kind, I have met 


with no inftances in which the difeafe has | 


recurred, on the full quantities of mer- 
cury being given, which.in the various {ec- 
tions of this work, I have ventured to ad- 
vife. In fome cafes perhaps, our purpofe 


might be accomplifhed with lefs, but,in a 


point of fuch importance, it muft be con-. 


fidered as the beft practice, rather to .€x-_ 


‘ceed the exad quantity in all cafes, than 


to incur the occafional recurrence of fuch 
a diftrefsful difeafe, to. which we would — 


certainly expofe our patients, fhould mer- — 


cury be given in a more limited manner. 


-Towards the clofe of a mercurial courfe — 
employed for the cure of venereal ulcers — 
of long duration, decoétions of farfaparilla, i 
mezereon, and guaiacum are fometimes 


TPs 


eiven with advantage. The latter I have’ 


| already mentioned as the moft effectual of 


thefe, 


| 


z 
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thefe, but in fome inftances a combination 
of the whole has appeared to prove more 
powerful than any one’of them ufed fepa- 
rately. Many allege that no advantage 
is derived from any of them ; but although 
I was once of this opinion, I am now per- 
feétly convinced that ulcers of this de- 
{cription frequently heal more eafily when 
’amercurial courfe is conjoined with a de- 
coction, fuch as I have mentioned, than 
when mercury is given entirely by itfelf, 


: In thefe ulcers, when much irritation 
prevails, opium proves particularly ufeful. 
_ In various inftances, indeed, I have found 
that all other remedies are of no avail till 
this irritability of the parts is removed. 
In fome cafes this may be done with hy- 
ofcyamus. Six, feven, or eight grains of 
the extract, may be given at ‘bed-time, 
and three or four in the morning; and at 
mid-day. It commonly acts as an ano-_ 
‘dyne, and I conclude that cicuta, when 
it proves ufeful here, acts alfo in this man- 
mer; but when the irritation is confider- 

Ge'3 able, 


-- of lead.” 
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- able, opium is the only remedy upon which 


we can depend. -It ought therefore inall 
cafes to be given when the pain does not — 


fubfide on the mercury taking full effedt, 
and which it commonly does when they 
are altogether venereal, 


§ 4- 
dis Of the Cure of Ke enereal Blotches. - 
A DESCRIPTION of this. fymptom is 


given in Section IL, of this Chapter, p. 84. 
Mercury is almoft the only remedy that 


we employ for the cure of venereal. blot- . 


ches, and when the courfe is well con- 


ducted it feldom fails.. We never find it 


neceflary to advife external applications 


unlefs the eruptions become hot and un- 


ealy, in which cafe relief is fometimes 


obtained from dufting the parts with © 
flour or with flarch powder, as is done in — 
cafes of eryfipelas, or bathing them from — 


_ time to time with a weak folution of fugar — 


Where — 


> 
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| Where the ufual method of exhibiting i 
mercury has failed in the cure of thefe 


eruptions, corrofive fublimate has appear- 
ed to prove ufeful; but as the medicine 


in this form cannet be given in large quan- 


tities, it requires to be continued for a. 
ereat length of time. It fhould be regu- 
larly given for at leaft fix weeks after the - 
blotches have difappeared ; and it feems to 
operate with moft certainty when con- 
joined with the decodtion which I have 
‘uft had occafion to mention. The Lifbon 
diet drink is faid to have proved particu- 
larly ufeful in the cure of this fymptom *. 
Antimonials, from their well known pro- 
perty of exciting a determination to the 
fkin, are frequently combined with mer- 
cury in the cure of venereal blotches. It 
iS “upon this principle I conceive that ma- 


: ny of the quack remedies employed in. 
cutaneous affections are’ formed; and it , 
is-for the cure 2 of this fymptom of fyphilis 


Cc4 | that 


_* Vide Appendix, Vol, 4 No. 4. 
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that Plummer’s pul ‘has been oe fre- 
quently ufed *. at ae 
Crude antimony - is a favourite rib GRR 
with fome practitioners in the cure of this 
fymptom, and when conjoined with mer- - 
cury, I think I have obferved it prove ufe- 
ful. It may be given either in powder or 
pills to the extent of fifteen or twenty 
grains three times a-day; and befides 
being given along with the mercury, it 
may be continued with advantage for fome 
_ weeks after the mercurial courfe is finith- 
edt xin | Ray 


Y 5: 


Of the oe of Nodes, S wbitiiees of the Péri- 
— ofteum, si 


{ 


A DESCRIPTION Of thefe fwellings has 
already been given in Se€tion II. page 1093 
and it is of importance in the method of 
cure to diftinguith them accurately. 


ce Vide Appendix, Vol. Il. No 21, 


yk 
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“In every affeGion of the periofteum and» 
bones arifing from the fyphilitic virus, 
mercury fhould be given immediately, for 
it is upon this remedy that we chiefly de- 
pend. - Where the bones are much fwelled, 


that is, where tumours truly offeous have 


arrived at any ereat bulk, mercury alone 
will not prove fufficient ; for although it 
may deftroy the conftitutional infeGion, 
thefe turhours will ftill remain; but when 


‘given immediately upon their firft appear- 


ance, it will prevent their farther increafe ; 
and as they:are always {mall at firft, al- 


though they may never difappear entirely, 
- no inconvenience will be experienced from 
their remaining in this {late even during 


the life of the patient. 
The method of throwing mercury into. 


the fy ftem by unction is the beft adapted . 


for this fymptom, as. it perhaps alfo is with 
a very few exceptions, for the cure of every 
fymptom of the difeafe; but it does. not 


_ appear that any advantage is derived from 


rubbing the ointment upon the tumours. 
On the contrary, by tending to irritate 
| and © 
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and. fret. the kin, it renders them more 
- painful, fo that it anfwers better to aeny 
1t to, other parts. | wo 
As the bones feldom become affected 
till the difeafe has been of long duration, — 
it is perhaps for this reafon that more 
mercury is in general required for the cure 
of this fymptom than for any other in the~ 
venereal difeafe. I believe, however, that 
we are often deceived in this, and that. 
we continue to give mercury forthe cure. 
of the local affe@tion long after the virus 
by which it was produced is removed, and 
for which purpofe alone it was prefcribed. 
Next to the ftate of the fyftem, which a 
due continuation of mercury can alone 
render fafe, the pain excited by the tu- 
mour is the fymptom chiefly requiring 
our attention. When mercury is employ- 
ed immediately on the pain taking place 
it commonly fubfides foon; but if the tu- 


mour has previoufly arrived at any con-  — 


fiderable bulk, the pain which it excites — 
is apt to be fevere, while it is not allayed | 
ar even leflened by-all.the mercury we 

y Abate can. 


Sect. V: of Lues Vr enerea. Co” Se 


can. employ... Where'the fkin has become 
inflamed and painful, fome relief will be 
gbtained from faturnine applications ; but 
as the pain depends chiefly on the ftretch- 
ing of the periofteum’ by the tumour of 


a the bone, nothing will ‘remove it entirely 


but the divifion of this. membrane. No 
practitioner would lay.a bone bare fora 


moderate degree of pain, whatever the » 


caufe of it might be; but whenever the 
pain produced by nodes becomes diftrefs- 
ful, and is not allayed by a courfe of mer- 
cury, as I know of no other remedy that 
will give relief, I conclude that we are 
fully juftified i in advifing the periofteum _ 
to be divided along the whole courte of 
-. the tumour. | 


Where the bone is not much increafed 


ee in bulk, and not otherwife, difeafed, if 


mercury has been given in fufficient quan- - 
tity for the deftruGiion of the virus, a cure 
may be obtained without any exfoliation 
of bone. With this view the mildeft 

_ dreflings only fhould be employed, at. the 
fame time that the fore fhould be as much 


as 
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as: poflible protected from accefs ‘to air, 


But when the tumour of the bone is con- 


fiderable, and particularly when cariés 


has taken place, as it would be vain to ex- | 


pect a cure but with the exfoliation of the 
_ difeafed parts, fo the moft powerful means 
fhould be employed for effecting it: AU 
the foft parts covering the difeafed bone 
fhould be removed with” efcharotics. 
Small holes fhould be drilled through the 
carious part of the bone, and the fore 
dreffed with precipitate or verdigris oint- 
ments, of fuch degrees of ftrength as’to 


ac gently as ftimulants upon the conti- | 


guous parts, By due perfeverance in this 


mode of treatment, and taking care at the | 


fame time to fupport the ftrength of the 
patient with nourifhing diet, the difeafed 
parts of the bone will at laft exfoliate, 
when, ‘the healing of the fore not being 
impeded, a cure will foon be obtained with 
common treatment. 


- The next variety of tumour Ghew no- # 


tice of in the defcription which I have 


kate of nodes, proceeds, as we have’had | 


occafion 
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occafion to fee, from the effufion of a thin: 
fluid between, the. periofteum and furface 
of the bone. This alfo is, apt to be ac- 
companied with fevere pain; but.as the 
pain is’ induced by the diftenfion of the — 
periofteum, in confequence of a fluid be- 
ing collected beneath, and as this fluid is 
frequently abforbed on the mercury ta- 
_king effedt, we feldom find it neceflary to 
lay this variety | of tumour. open.. Abforp- 
tion of the matter is fometimes promoted 
by the application of a blifter to the part, 
or by rubbing it occafionally with ftimu- 
lants, fuch as volatile liniment or tincture 


of cantharides... But. when the fwelling 


has been of long. duration ; as the furface 
of the bone is in this cafe commonly. i in- 
jured; as the,abforption of the matter 
does not take place fo readily ; and as the 
‘tumour at the end of the mercurial courfe 
is, commonly. larger than before,: an. in- 
_cifion the whole length of the tumour 
fhould be made through. the periofteum, © 
and the wound dreffled in the manner that 
_- [have advifed. 1 think it right, how- 
J 4 | ever, 
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ever, ta obferve, that the opening ‘ of thefe 
tumours is feldom neceflary’; and that it. 
would in no inftance perhaps be fo, if mer- 
cury was given in fufficient quantity foon 
after their formation. _ Even ‘where the 
quantity of effiifed fluid is confiderable, 
“the fwelling for the moft part begins 'to 
lefln foon after the mercury has fully en- 
‘tered the fyftem; and if the effe@ of ‘the 
medicine i is kept: up for a fufficient length 
oy ae time, we ‘feldom fail to remove it en- 
tirely. | 
“In thofe diffated rwaltinge! upon the 
bones, which T have taken ‘notice of in the 
deforiprion as a fymptom of fyphilis, and 
which alfo have improperly been termed c 
Nodes, mercury when properly given, fel. 
dom ‘fails; but it requires to be given in 
quantities.as large as the patient can bear, 
and to be continued for a confiderable 
time, commonly for nine, ten, or even for 
twelve weeks. The pain indeed foon fub- 
fides upon the mercury taking full effeé ; 
but when the {welling has Been of long 
continuance, as cna happens before mer- 
| cury 


2 
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cury is given, from the difeafe being at 
firft apt to be miftaken for rheumatifin, in 
order to remove it, the mercury muft be ~ 
employed for feveral weeks after the pain 
has ceafed. In the treatment of this fymps 
tom blifters prove particularly ufeful, and 
they fhould be applied along the whole 
courfe of the {welling. 

Where the ligaments, tendons, and faf- 
ciz of mufcles, become fwelled, as fome- 
times happens from the matter of vene- 


real ulcers fpreading to thofe parts from 


the fkin and cellular fubftance where they 


originate, we depend entirely upon a courfe 
of mercury, with proper attention to the 


external treatment of the ulcers in ‘the . 


manner I have already pointed out. 
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a § 6. 


“oF the aureef ¥ Venereal bvchefonee abou . 


neve wibiced 


In fection fecond of ca ees page 
124, a particular defeription was given. of 
_thefe excrefcences. 3 

_A full mercurial courte 1 is the bet 1 Eee 


iets for this fymptom ; ; under which. it 7 


: sradnallyef ea and at laf very common- 
are “difappointed | in, Ai we inuft ufe the 
fame. applications that prove faccefsful i in 
warty excrefcences which fucceed to Go- 
norrhea *. 

The .difeafe eae now entirely ae 
no advantage can accrue from mercury 
‘being longer continued, while we feldom 
fail with a proper application of es 
rotics. : 

| | ‘Where 
| * Vide Chapter III. Se@tion XIII. Vol, Ie 
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‘ Where the furface of thefe excrefcences 
becomes ulcerated, and yields matter, fa- 
_ turnine lotions and other aftringents fhould 
be employed to heal them; for as the 
matter which they afford appears to be 


venereal, and of which we judge from the 


real venereal bubo being in women fome- — 
times produced by it, the longer that this 
fecretion is allowed to continue, the more 
of it will pafs into the fyftem, and the 
greater the rifk will therefore be of fome 
of the. glands in its courfe towards the 
heart pane obftrudted. 


. Of the Cure of \the Vi enereal Swelled 7% eficle, 
F or the eaaeor of this afieétion of 


the tefticle, and of the difference between 
it and other tumours to which the teffis 


- is liable, I muft refer to fection fecond of ~ 


this. chapter. - | | : 
Vou. II. ds One 
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One important difference. between this 
tumour of the tefticle and that which pro- 
ceeds from Gonorrheea is, that in the Jlat- 


ter mercury very frequently does harm, 
- while in this it is the remedy upon which 
_ we chiefly place dependence. Unlefs the 
- fwelling has been allowed to advance to a 


great fize, from an opinion which fome 
have entertained of it being always local, — 
and not connected with any conftitutional — 
difeafe, mercury feldom fails to cure ie. 7 


Were it not to add confiderably to the éx- 


tent of the prefent work, this, as well as 


‘many other points, of which I have had 


occafion to fpeak, might be illuftrated and 
proved by a variety of cafes which have 
fallen under my obfervation, in which the — 


fwelling of the teftis to which | allude, 
produced altogether by the fy philitic Vi- — 


rus in the fyftem, and in many inftances 
where Gonorrhcea never exifted, after re-_ 
fifting every other remedy, has at laf 
been completely cured by mercury. Be- — 
fides other views of no {mall importance — 
m the theory of the difeafe, which this 

| tends. 3 
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tends to eftablith, it may be looked upon 
as an additional argument for confidering 
the matter of Gonorrhcea and of pox as 
different. The {welling of the teftis ari- 
fing from Gonorrhea gives way to the ef- 
fects of an antiphlogiftic courfe, and with- 
out doing any injury to the conftitution, 
while the. other in no inftance has been 
known to do fo, at the fame time that rt 
yields to mercury, the only remedy upon 
which we have hitherto, ventured to truft . 
for the cure of EVERY: ashgr fymptom of 
 fyphilis. | 
_. Mercury proves effedual in Temoving 
tumours of this defcription, even where 
_ matter has formed inthem. 1 have met 
with cafes in which a partial fuppuration 
had taken place i in the body of the teftis 
before mercury was given, and the mat- 
ter has been abforbed,. and the fwelling 
entirely removed, foon. after. a fufficient 
quantity of the medicine has been thrown 
in. In fome of thefe it appeared that 
- mercury was affifted by a deco¢tion. of 
7 mezereon given along with it ; but. for 
Ded’ the 
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_ the moft. part it proves reer: fuc-— 
cefsful of itfelf. - | 

~ Where mercury has been too 1H de-. 
layed, complete fuppuration commonly en- 
fues, and the fore arifing from the burit-: 
ing of the tumour affumes always a very 


ugly appearance. Even in this fituation, — 


- however, our chief advantage i is derived 
from mereury ; nor do we often fail in 
curing the fore, if due attention is given 
to regular dreflings, and procuring a free 
_difcharge to the matter. The beft dref- 
fings-for this | purpofe are the faturnine and 
zinc ointments, when the parts are clean, 
and the precipitate or verdigris ointments 
when they are foul or floughy. 4 
But. where matter is obferved to lodge. | 
in any part of the fwelling, nothing can — | 
‘be of advantage till a free opening is made 
for it.. This, however, is not always done — : 
fo completely as it ought to be. The @ 
teftes being organs of much delicacy, we | 
are apt to be afraid “of opening abfcefles — 
that may form in them, in confequence — 


of which the matter is apt to find accefs ¥ 
inte. 
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into the cellular fubftance of the ferotum, 
where it feldom fails to produce very 
troublefome finufes. This, however, may 
always be prevented, either by making a 
free incifion into the moft depending part — 
of the abfcefs, without allowing it to burft, 
or taking care to enlarge the opening if 
it has previoufly made way for itfelf. Nor 
fhould we ever be afraid of doing fo, for 
the injury which this may do to the te- 
fticle cannot be equal to what it muft fuf- 
fer from matter being allowed to lodge in 
it. . In all fuch circumftances I never he- 
fitate to lay the tefticle freely open, and 
no inconvenience ever enfues from it. 

Ag this tumour of the tefticle never oc- 
~ curs but in very advanced ftages of fyphi- 
lis, it requires a very full quantity of 
mereury to remove it, and at the fame 
time to eradicate the virus from the fy- 
ftem by which it has been produced. It 


~~ ought to be continued from tgn to twelve 


weeks, and in as-great quantities asthe 


patient can bear. | 4 ae: 
iS se bs oie When 
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When the fores which eufte: frémthe 
burfting or opening of thefe tumours do 


not heal after fuch a quantity of mercury 
is given as we judge to be proper for the 
fafety of the conftitution, fome advantage 
is occafionally dérived from a plentiful 


ufe of hemlock, and: fea-bathing ; but in 


fuch circamftances nothing proves for the 
moft part fo ufeful as drefling the parts in 


the manner I have‘mentioned, with ftimu-_- 


-jating ‘oimtments, -and ‘touching them ‘oc- 


cafionally with cauftic. This we are alfo — 


apt to be afraid of from the natural irri- 


tability of thefe parts; but I have not 


found that there is caufe for this. On the 
contrary, a free application of cauftic to 


the furface of thefe fores renders them; 


- commonly lefs painful. Where much ir- 
‘Yitation however prevails, and is not re- _ 


moved or much leffened by the ufe of 
“cauttic, opiates fhould ‘be given in quanti- 
ties s faflicignt to allay it. 
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oy Sars 


of the is inion of sabevi, 3 Beabarial Blind- 
nefs, and Draper Mort) 


A biases of >thefe fymptoms’ was : 
given in Section II. of this chapter, § 11. 
12. and 13. 

When alopecia, or the Pie off of the 
hair takes place in any confiderable de- 
gree before mercury is employed, par- 
ticularly if the patient is advanced in 
"years, it never grows again but in a very 
partial manner; but during youth, and 
when mercury is given in due time, we 
not only prevent it from advancing far- 
ther, but any hair that has been loft will | 
commonly be renewed. ‘There is no other 
remedy indeed upon which we can de- 
pend but a full courfe of mercury; for 
_ although many external applications are 
advifed for recovering or renewing hair 

Didar: loft 
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loft in this manner, there is no reafon to 


{uppofe that any advantage is ever derived © 


from them. 

Where the falling away of the hair. is 
_ connected with a fcurf over the head, fome 
benefit indeed is obtained from external 
applications ; by removing the. eruption 
we tend to prevent any farther lofs of hair, 
and the internal ufe of mercury alone. is 
not altogether fufficient for this. The 
moft effectual applications. for the remo- 
val of this, are, the unguentum citrinum * 


and a weak folution of corrofive fublimate 
in water. The ointment fhould be well 


rubbed among the roots of the hair every 


night, and the folution fhould be applied: 


three or four times daily, in the propor- 


tion of half a grain of the mercury to an : 


ounce of water; and for the more effec- 


tual application of both, the head fhould | 


be fhaved, and the hair not allowed to |. 


grow till the eruption or feurf i is entirel y 3 


removed. 


t Vide Appendix, No. 14, 


~ 
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In the treatment of blindnefi asa fymp- 
tom of Lues Venerea we have {carcely 


‘any variety of practice. Mercury is per- 


haps the only, remedy from which any 
advantage 1 is to be expected ; nor does. it 
prove of any avail if it be not given im- 
mediately, and in as great quantities as the 
patient can bear. Whether the eye is 
therefore affected with gutta ferena, ca- 
taract, or effufions upon. the cornea, if 
there is reafon to think that it proceeds 


from Lues Venerea, the, patient fhould be 


immediately put under a full courfe of 
mercury, and his gums kept fore for the 
fpace of ten, eleven, or twelve weeks, ac- 


( - cording. to the effects which arife from it. 


r |. Ss > 
as roe, at Pam 4 7 ne A a ~~ ~ 
hg tent Cael ea 


In gutta ferena it may be proper before 


_--‘mercury.is given to premife a fmart pur- 
_. gative or two, and during the courfe ta 


conjoin the repeated application of blif- 


ters.to the temples and. head, with eleétri- 


city, and.errhines for the purpofe of ex- 
citing a difcharge by the nofe, although 
the effects of thefe remedies are fo uncer- 

tain 
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tain that in every inftance our. chief de- 
pendence muft reft upon mercury. 
Where the blindnefs is found to proceed 
from cataracts, if mercury does not fuc- 
ceed in removing the opacity, our only 
remedy miuft be the ufual operation of 
depreffing or extracting the crydtallines. 
This will not always fucceed, ‘but where 
the eye is otherwife found, and only the 
loeal affection of the lens appearing to be 
the eaufe of blindnets, we thould in every 
qnitance advife it. | 
We fometimes find chat. mercury proves 
fo far ufeful as to leffen the opacity of the 
lens in a confiderable degree, without re- 
smoving it entirely; and where this has 
happened I have found in more cafes than 
one that a cure has been accomplithed by 
ele@ricity. Ihave never perceived, how- 
“ever, that eleGricity has produced any ad- 
vantage where the opacity was not pre- 


--vtoufly much diminifhed, and even in this 


fitwation it requires to be long continued 
in ‘order to anfwer the purpofe, 


he 
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In blindnefs produced by the humours 
of the eye becoming confufed or turbid 
where there is reafon to believe that the 
fyftem is affected with Lues Venerea, mer- 
cury ought no ‘doubt to be advifed; 
but this caufeoof blindnefs is of a very 
 hopelefs nature, infomuch that I have ne- 
ver known an inftance of its being remo- 
ved. Neither do we often fucceed even 
with mercury, where the matter of fyphi« 
lis has fixed upon the coats of the eye. 
We may prevent the diféafe from advan- 
cing farther, but mercury does not appear 
_ to be fuficient for removing any confider- 
able degree of opacity in the cornea that 
has already taken place. Nor does this 
caufe of blindnefs admit of remedy by . 
mieans of a furgical operation; for it is 
not upon the furface, but im the very 
'fubftance of the cornea that it is feated. 

When abfcefles form in the coats of the 
eye, we have it in our power by difchar- 
ging the matter which they contain to re- 

move 
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move in fome degree the deformity which 
they produce, as well as the pain: with 
which they are accompanied ; ‘but we are 


not to look: for any farther advantage — 


from this or any other remedy that can 
be propofed. An opaque ftate of the cor-. 
nea almoft conftantly remains tito wit 
life of the patient. pay 
Of all the fymptoms of. Tall Weide: 

none prove more obftinate, nor are ‘lefs 
acted upon by mercury than deafnefs. “A 
certain degree of deafnefs, indeed, produ- 
ced by venereal ulceration or fwelling at 


the opening of the Euftachian tube in the. 


throat, is fometimes relieved or even re- 
moved by mercury ; but no advantage i is 
ever obtained from this or any other re- 
~medy where the difeafe has fixed upon the 


membrane or bones of the ear. In the de- — 
{cription of this fymptom, I had occafion 


to. remark, that a temporary flate of deaf. 
nefs is fometimes produced in Lues Vene- 
rea, by the meatus externus being filled up 
with a {curfy eruption; and in fome inftan- 


cs 
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ces by the membrane of the paflage be- 
coming thickened and even ulcerated. In 
this, as in other fymptoms. of the difeafe, 

we depend entirely on the internal ufe of 
mercury for removing the virus. from the 
conftitution ; but the local affection may ‘8 
remain after the fyftem is rendered fafe. 
The beft remedy that I have employed for 
_ this is a cautious ufe of bougies. Care, 


however, fhould be taken that they be 


not puthed fo deep into the paflage as to 
injure the tympanum; and: they fhould 
be formed of the mildeft materials, as they: 
never fail to do harm when they excite 
much irritation. 


§ 9- 
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ey 


of the Cure "3 Tee Anomalous. Symptoms of 
Lues Ve Cnered. a | 


In fe@ion fecond of this chapter, page 
, 147; fundry anomalous fymptoms of fy- 
philis are enumerated, which could not 
with propriety be defcribed in any other 
place. 

For the cure of thefe we » depend almoft 
entirely upon a full courfe of mercury. 
Scarcely any of them appear but in the 
later ftages of the difeafe, and they are 
very apt to recur, if the medicine be not 
- given in as large quantities as the patient | 
can bear, and continued for a confiderable 
time after they have difappeared. Be- 
fides this general courfe of treatment, fome 
of thefe fymptoms require a peculiarity of 
local management. 


| The 
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The Gr that I have neeutieriba are 
chops or clefts in the palms of the hands 
aiid {oles of the feet, ‘to which fyphilitic 
patients are fometimes liable. The beft 
dreffings that E have employed for thefe 
are the unguentum citrinum™, and un- 
guentum’e€ mercurio precipit. rubr. tf. 


‘But while thefe ointments are perhaps the 
beft that cam be applied to the chops 
themfelves, they are too irritating to ad- 


mit of being applied to the ‘contiguous 
parts, which for the moit part are red and 
tender, and are beft defended with unguen- 


tum faturninum f. 


For the removal of that fcurf and gum- 
my matter which occafionally forms and 
becomes troublefome upon the eye-lids of 
fyphilitic patients, I have found nothing 


anfwer fo well as bathing them from time 


to time, with a weak folution of white 

vitriol, and applying over the eye-lafhes 

and een aru border of the eye-lids, 
, m, 

* Vide Appendix, No, 14. 

' + No, 27. 

+ No. 29. 
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a fmall portion of calamine Kinane * or 
unguentum citrinum, fo much ebdiaae 


with axunge as to prevent too much irri- 


tation. 
Sores wiiel fueceed to ahd {wellings 
defcribed in p- 150, are frequently healed 
with 1 mercury alone, but in fome, they re- 
fift even this, and all the dreffings that we 
employ. Cauftic and other efcharotics 


are the beft applications here, as. we find : 


them indeed to be in almoft every variety 


of venereal ulcer. When they do not fuc- 
ceed it is for the moft part owing to a 


greater degree of irritation and pain in 
the fore than is confiftent with the procefs — 
of healing. In this cafe nothing proves — 


fo ufeful as.fufficient dofes of opiates. 
When the pains mentioned in p. 3 51, 
do not give way to the quantity of mer- 


ccury judged to be fufficient for the fafety 


of the conftitution, we fometimes find that 
they may be removed by blifters applied 


pee to the parts affected, and anoint- 


ing - % 


* Vide Appendix, No. 31. 
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ing ther with ether, aod yne balfam, or 


volatile liniment. : 

For the removal of théfe pains ‘we are ° 
often obliged to have tecourfe to opium. 
In fufficient dofes i it feldom fails by itfelf, 
but it proves more effe@ual in every va- 


 ‘reity of pain when given in the form of 
| Dovar’s powder. Ten or twelve grains of 


the powder given at bed-time, and con- 


tinued for feven or eight nights fuccef- 


fively, very commonly gives relief. 
The irritability, reftlefinefs, and atro.« 
phy, to which venereal patients are often 


: liable, are difficult to remove, and fome- 


times even prove fatal. I have known 
different inftances of their proving incu- 
rable where ulcers and ather fymptoms of © 


the difeafe with which they were at firft 


connected were eafily removed, but where 


- the patient, by conftant reftleflnefs and 


anxiety, having firft been deprived of ap= 
petite, and afterwards of ftrength, was at 


 laft carried off, notwithftanding all the 
means that could be employed for his 
fafety. 


a ee fe I 
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a judge that thefe Goranteats are. ee 
altogether venereal, from obferving them 
to accompany. other _ well-marked. fymp- 
toms of the difeafe, and from mercury | be- 
ing. the only remedy that has any influ- 
ence in thecure. _ Even mercury « does not 
always fucceed ; but. in various inftances 
I have known it anfwer where every other 
temedy had previoufly been tried in vain. 
‘Peruvian bark, a change of diet, and. coun- 
try air, are commonly prefcribed ; but we 
may readily conclude, that no material 
advantage can refult from them, if mer- 
cury. be not alfo continued till: the virus 
is removed. 

This reftlefs anxiety to etter fyphiliic 
patients are occafi onally liable, is in fome 
inftances removed by. opiates, while in 
others they rather do harm. The only 
courfe that I have found to prove ufeful, 
is, a light, nourifhing diet, a due continu- 
ance of mereury, and the patient, during | 
the time of ufing ‘it, being allowed to go~ 
daily abroad in a carriage when the ftate 
of the weather. permits. 

In 
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b on; therule.of mercury for the cure of 
_ this fymptom, much nicety and care are, 
required ; for in the delicacy of contti- 
_ tution which prevails here, it conftantly 
- does harm if not managed with attention. 
_ It cannot be given in large dofes but with 
- much rifk of doing harm; nor can it be 
left entirely off, but ae the rifk of the 
difeafe gaining ground. -1f ever an alter- 
_ ative courfe of mercury, as it is termed, is 
" proper for any of the fymptoms of the more 
--advanced {tages of fyphilis, it ishere. By 
a regular exhibition of fmall dofes of mer- 
_ cury, the virus may be kept moderate till 
the ftrength of the fyftem is fo far re- 
_ftored_ by attention to regimen as to ad- 
mit of larger quantities being given. 
The moft frequent anomalous fymp- _ 
tom in this difeafe is fever. It is often 
the effed of fome evident fymptom, fuch 
as bubo, ulcer, or node. In fuch cafes 
| _ the caufe is obvious, and the. fever difap- 
pears along with the {ymptom. by, which 
it was induced. - But where a quantity of 
mercury fufficient for eradicating the dif- 
| | oe Rae ee | eafe 


~ as often remarkable. In almoft every 7 
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eafe has not been given, although all the | 
fymptoms for which it was employed may — 
be removed, yet fever will fometimes take 
; place, and im fome inftances fubfift for a 
ereat length of time, before any external 
mark of the difeafe is perceived. This I 
know is doubted, aid even denied by 
many; but I have met with it frequent- 
ly, and in fome inftances in the moft ob- _ 
vious manner. In fome, where, from the — 
_hiftory of the cafe, the caufe was evident, 
the patient has been cured by an additional — 
courfe of mercury; while, in others, from | 
no caufe of fafpicion being mentioned, 
the febrile fymptoms have refifted all the 
—ufuak remedies, and were not removed at 
laft till the appearance of nodes, ulcers, or _ 
fome other local fymptom has pointed out | 
the neceflity of a farther ufe of mercury. — 
The effec of mercury upon this fever ~ 


other fituation. it is one of the firft effects — 
_of mereury in a certain degree to accele-— 
rate the circulation of the blood, while — 


here, it not-only. leflens the quicknefs of 
pullegg 
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pulfe, but abates every other febrile fymp- 
tom. Even in fmall quantities mercury 
proves ufeful here, as it evidently does in 
the fymptom laft mentioned; and as the 
ftrength of the patient is commonly much 
exhaufted before this remedy is employed, 
it fhould not at firft be» given in larger 
quantities than are merely neceflary for 
mitigating the fymptoms. As this however 
will not render the conftitution fafe againft 
future returns of the difeafe, care fhould 
be taken that a fufficient quantity of the 
medicine is given as foon as the ftrength 
of the patient; reftored by a nourithing 
diet, enables him to bear it. 
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“SECTION VI. 
el Lues Venerea in Infants. 


O period of life is exempted from 
the ravages of the venereal difeafe. — 
They are fr equently to be deplored even — 
in infancy, and here the fame fymptoms 
appear as in patients of more advanced 
years; that is, when the virus enters the 
fyftem in the ufual way from the furface 
of the body, the fymptoms which enfue 
are nearly or entirely the fame as in other 
periods of life : but when the infeion is 
communicated to the foetus in utero, fome 
variety is obferved, which demand par- : 
ticular notice. 
I have already indeed had occafion to 
remark, that it has been doubted whether _ 
Lues Venerea can be communicated to _ 


the @ 
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‘the foetus while in the womb: ‘Nay, of 


late it has even been afferted that it can- 
not, and that practitioners upon this very 
important point have hitherto been mif- 
taken. But this is fe contrary to general 


experience, and to the refult of my own 


obfervation, that I-cannot confider it as an 
opinion that will ever gain ground where 
the judgment is not entirely warped. A 
defiré’to fupport a particular theory feems 
to have laid the foundation of this doc- 
trine ; but the fats which militate againft 
it, are too ftrong and too numerous to ad- 


mit of Being eafily fet afide. * 


Thofé who are of opinion that neither 
the blood nor any of the fecretions of a 
fyphilitic patient can communicate the 
contagion, allege, that when a child ap- 

PES EM AT BFF pears 


* Even Mr Hunter has unguardedly fallen into this 
error; and as his authority would neceffarily have in- 
fluence with thofe ‘whofe opportunities for obfervation 


“are not fo great, L-think it right, in a matter of fuch 


practical importance, ‘to, endeavour to render the mif- 
take. obvious... See. different. parts of Mr Hunter’s 


“Treatife. 
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pears to have been infe€ted in utero, the 
infeCtion muft have been communicated 
during labour from venereal fores in the 
genitals of the mother.. 

That this in. fome inftances. happens, 
‘there is no reafon to doubt. A child paf- 
‘fing over, and perhaps refting for a confi- 


derable time upon, fores of this defcription, 


may readily be infected in this manner, 
and this may probably be the cafe where- 
eyer the difeafe does not appear till two 
. Or three weeks after birth. But where a 


child. is inftantly upon delivery found to 7 


be covered with a venereal eruption, an 


occurrence which J have often met with, — 
the infection muft neceffarily have been 


communicated a confiderable time before, 
It may be afked, however, in what man- 


ner eruptions appearing on the birth of a_ 


child have been known to be venereal? 
In anfwer I may obferve, that it has been 


afcertained in the moft obvious manner; 


_ by. finding on enquiry that the father had 
been poxed without taking fuch a quanti- 
‘ty of ney as was neceflary to eradi- 

cate 
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 cate-the virus; by the eruption upon the 


child being exaétly fimilar to what expe- 


rience in other inftances thews to be ve- 


nereal; by a child in this fituation giving 


the different fymptoms of Lues Venerea, 


evidently and ftrongly marked, to the 
nurfe by whom it has been fuckled; by 
the nurfe giving the difeafe in the firft 
place to another child, and afterwards to 
her hufband, and by the difeafe in all of 
them being cured by a proper ufe of mer- 
cury alone, while no other oe was of 


any avail, 


Every practitioner muft Res met with 


inftances of this. I have feen many, in fome 


of which no external mark ‘of the difeafe 
appeared either inthe father or mother, al- 
though one or other of them, and in fome 
cafes both, muft have been infeGted. I con- 
clude that we have fufficient evidence of this 
where the fame parents produce one,two or _ 
more pocky children, and continue to -do. 
fo till both pals through a complete courfe 
of mercury’; and hence, , notwithftanding 
any theoretical opinion that may be ad- 

vanced. 
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vanced ito the’ ‘contrary, I have much réa- 
fon to iniagine that the opinion which I 


have €lfewheré given, ‘that the ferhen of ‘a 
difeafed parent will vive a pocky offspring 
ig ‘well founded.» No perfon,' I. believe; 


will doubt of other difeafes being com- 


municated inthis’ manner. ‘We have 
daily proofs of it in gout, phthifis, {crophu- 
la, and, perhaps, in fome others, in which 
‘thefe  difeafes defcend from. fathers «to 
their children, while no infection is com- 
municated tothe mother; and [ have met 
with very decifive evidence of it in Lues 
Venerea, at leaft with fuch as s leaves no 
room with me to doubt of it. fe 
‘About ten years ago I was defired to 


vifit'a child feven or eight days old. It 


was covered with a rath, which had much 
the appearance. of being venereal; and 
finding that the only other child which 
the parents ever had, was born with a fimi- 
lar rath, of which ‘it died, I enquired at 


the father of the child whether there was | 


any caufe’to fufped& that he was infected 


er not. » He? informed me. that. he had 
| : been 
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been poxed about fix months beforé his 
matriage; that his fymptoms were chan- 
cres and a fore throat ; 3; but that having 
taken as much- mercury as was judged to 
‘be fufficient, the fymptoms havi ing difap- 
peared while under the courfe, and none 
of them having ever occurred again, ‘al- 
though he had’ now been married nearly 
three years, ‘he could not poflibly: beliéve 
that the child was infected with this dit 
eafe, particularly as no fymptom had ap- 


peared upon’ his wife. “I was clearly of 


opinion, however, that the child was ‘in- 
fected ; and I judged it right to fay, not 
only that the child fhould inftantly get 
mercury, but that he and his wife fhould 
alfo take it, with a view to prevent the 
fame occurrence with any other children 
which they might have, as well as to ren-__ 
der themfelves fafe. He agreed to this 
avith refpect to himfelf, ‘but on account of 
the fufpicion which it might create, he 
would by no means confent: that it thould 
be his to 0 his wife. 
| pe ! Imperfod 
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‘Imperfect as this meafure might be, I 
was obliged to adopt it, Small dofes of 

calomel were given to the.child, and. the 
father was kept under. a complete courfe 
of mercury, with undtion and the blue 
mercurial pill, for the {pace of ten weeks. 
The child got well; and although the 
fame parents have had feveral other chil- 
dren fince that period, all of them have 
been perfe@ly found. | Some. doubt, how- 


ever, might ftill have remained of the real 


nature of this rath, but it happened that 
a very,decifive, although unfortunate proof 
was given of its being venereal. Two 


nurfes were infected. by the fuckling of — 


this child. The firft became fo much 
diftrefled with, ulcers upon her nipples, 


and pains in one of the mamma, that fhe | 


was obliged to leave the family, and al 
though warned of her fituation, and of 
the neceflity of giving no fuck to other 
children till the courfe of mercury which 
fhe was put under was finithed, the foolith- 
ly took home her own child, which the 


shad previoufly given out, and in the courfe — 


of 
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of two or three weeks he alfo was poxed, 
and being a weakly child, he foon died, 
although the greateft care was taken of 
him. The nipples of the other nurfe ul- 
cerated, and fhe was foon thereafter feized 
with a venereal ulcer in the throat, for 


which a courfe of mercury became necet- 


fary. Since that period, befides fome in- 
{tances in which the difeafe was given to 


children, where there was much reafon 


to think that both parents were infected, 
I have met with other two cafes very fi- 


~ milar to that which I have mentioned, in 


which:a mercurial courfe given to the fa- 


ther proved: fo completely fuccefsful that 


all the children of both families that have 
been born fincé that time have been en- 


i 


tirely healthy, although one of them had 


previoufly loft two and the other one from 
their not having entertained any fufpi- 
cion of the nature of the difeafe. 

Thefe, as well as various other facts 
which I might adduce, render it obvious 
to me that Lues Venerea may be, and fre- 
quently is, communicated in the manner 

L 
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I have. mentioned, that is, by, aie ate 

tion pafling diredtly- from parents to chil- 
dren, and where no marks of difeafe have 
appeared (either upon father or mother. 
Nor would. I have judged it neceflary to 
enter fo fully i into the fubjeé, as by many 
the, opinion I'am. withing to eftablith will 
_ be admitted, had it not been with a view 
to put the younger“part of the. profeffion 


upon their guard, till by experience they — - 


are enabled to judge for themfelves of the 
diftrefsful confequences that would refult 
from the eppolite doctrine being namie 
ted | 

Among sine bbe effedts of fyphilis, sia 
Mee Bad none prove more diftrefsful than 
the frequent abortions of which it is evi- 
dently the caufe. A child infeed i in the 
uterus will in fome inftances not come 
away till the fulltime; but in a great 
proportion of cafes, abaccnn takes place 
in the fixth or feventh month, fometimes - 
fooner, but moft frequently about the 


middle of the feventh month. Of this I~ 


have met with fuch a number of inftances, 
| . that 
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that I am induced to ,confider it as.one 
of the moft frequent caufes of abortion ; 

but as: the child j iS commonly. « either, born 
dead, or fo weakly. that, it; foon dies, fafh- 
cient, evidence ‘ts not: often. obtained: “to 
lead the attendants to entertain any; fatpi- 
cion. Hence pr: actitioners feldom hear of it 


| unlefs the difeafe has made, more than. ufual 


progrefs.. . We have it in our power, how- 
ever, when this caufe of abortion i IS: difco- 
vered, to remove it swith much certainty. 
Awell- conducted courfe of mercury feldom 
fails. Ihave now met witha confiderable 
number of inftances where abortion. had 
regularly taken place i in the fixth, feventh, 
or eighth month, and in which, from there 
being no mark of difeafe either upon the 
father or mother, the real caufe of it re- 
mained concealed; but which being at 
laft difcovered, either by fome of the chil- 
dren being clearly marked with the dif- 
eafe, or from its breaking out in an ob- 
vious form on one or both of the parents, 
a mercurial courfe has at laft been pre- 
{cribed, and in no inftance has it failed 
3 | where 


_ 
« 
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where a fufficierit quantity of the medi- 
cine has been given. In two inftances it 
did not anfwer fo completely as in the 
others, but in both there was fufficient 
evidence of too little having been employ- 
ed; for the children in both’ inftances 
were kept till the beginning of the ninth 

month, which i in the one was two months, 
and in the other fix weeks later than had 
been the cafe before, and both the parents 
having in each of thefe inftancés been 
made to take mercury again, and in ¢réat- 
er quantities than before, no abortion has 
fince taken place, and each family has — 

within thefe few year had feveral healthy 
children. | 
At whatever period ciliate with this 
infe@ion are born they are remarkably . 
weak and delicate. The mufcles over the 
whole body are flaccid, and the joints 
have not that firmnefs which they ought 
to poffefs. When the diféafe is difcover- 
éd immediately upon the birth of the 
child, it is ufually in the form of an ery- 
fipelatous efflorefcence over the whole 
body. | 


Sect. VI. in Infants. : 433 


body. In fome inftances the) cuticle is’ 


either altogether or in part deftroyed ; 


- the {kin is tender, and affords a kind of 
matter. In others the nails have not ° 


formed either on the fingers or toes. 
Sometimes again no mark of difeafe 
will be perceived till the tenth, twelfth, 


or even fourteenth day after delivery; . 


and in fuch cafes the eruption occurs 
chiefly about the anus, on the nates, and 


about the pudendum. In thefe places i Ir 


regular blotches arife, of a light ftrawber- 
ry colour, and fomewhat elevated above 
the contiguous farface. Although a thin 


acrid ferum in fome inftances oozes from. 
them, if not prevented by a timeous ex- 
hibition of mercury, the difeafe is apt to 


f{pread quickly over the whole body ; but 
excepting in the parts which I have men- 


tioned, it ufually appears in the form of a 
crufty eruption, which in fome cafes is 


dry, and falls off in {mall fcales, while in. 
others it is kept together by the exfuda- 
tion of a vifcid matter, particularly upon 


the forehead, ¢ye-lids, arms, | and breatft. 
BV. OL. 15. as LT 
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[have already had occafion to obferve, 
that in fupporting a favourite theory fome 
have denied that the foetus in utero ever 
receives this difeafe from the parents, and 
affert, that wherever it occurs in new- 
born children they muft have received it 
from the mother in the time of delivery. 
But while the fallacy of this opinion be- 
comes obvious, as I have juft had occafion — 
to obferve, from the foetus being in many 
inftances perceived direétly after birth | 
to be covered with a venereal effloref- 

cence, we alfo find, that the fyphilitie 
Virus, is in this ftate, of a more dileteri- 
ous nature than it ever appears to be in © 
any other form of the difeafe. Befides 
being more particularly apt to communi- | 
cate the infeétion, it proceeds with more 
rapidity to deftroy the conftitution ; info-. 
much that if mercury be not employed — 
immediately on the difeafe being perceiv- — 
ed, it ufually makes fuch quick progrefs 
that a fatal termination can fcarcely be 
afterwards prevented. 


In 
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In all fuch circumftances the child 

_ fhould be nurfed by the mother; and as 
_ mercury is neceflary for both, they fhould. 
both be put immediately under it. As it 
has been found that a difeafed child may 
be cured by fucking the milk of a woman 
_uling mercury, fome have advifed that 
new-born children fhould always be treat- 

-edinthis manner. But I can fay from 
experience that it is not to be trufted. 
» With fome it will no doubt fucceed. In 
all it will perhaps accomplifh a tempota- 

_ ry removal of the fymptoms, but for the 
 moft. part they return again, or the dif. 
eafe breaks out in fome other form. At 

: the fame time, therefore, that the mo- 
_ther begins to take mercury, it ought to 
; be given to the child, and it may be done 
* with no inconveniency ; for even at this 
early period it excites lefs diftrefs than it- 
—ufually. does afterwards. The caufe of 
this, may be difficult to-affign; butI have 
in various inftances found that mereury 
in early infancy, is not fo apt to excite 
either falivation or violent effects upon 
| iy 9 : ‘the 


! 


of fugar, the child takes it eafily. Mer- — 
-curius alkalifatus is a preparation that an-_ 
{wers particularly well in the dofe of half — 
a grain three times a-day ; and I fome- ‘ 
times employ the common blue pill pre-— 
pared with triturated quickfilver. A pill — 
containing a grain of mercury, being rub- 
bed into powder, and divided into four, — 


#30) | Of Lues Ve ierea ‘CheIv. 


the ftomach and bowels as it afterwards 4 
does, and that it may be given with fafety — 


in fufficient quantities for curing the dil- 


eafe. Calomel is often employed for this — 
purpofe. The dofe fhould be the fourth — 


or fifth part of a grain three times a-day, 
and when rubbed with a fmall quantity 


one of thefe is given evening and morning. 


‘Any of thefe being continued’ for the 
fpace of <a’ ‘month, will, in moft inftances, © 
' remove every appearance of the difeafe’; } 
‘but a complete cure “will not be obtained — 
if the ufe“of the medicine be not conti- 
nued ie nage eh time Biglsals 


aeheace’ form,’ this tiduld: be done aren i 
but. interruption, other wife’ it may-be laid — 
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| afide occafionally for eight or ten days. 
together; but upon the whole, it fhould 
_ be given for the fpace of fifteen or fixteen 
_ weeks, and never left off fo long at once 
as to allow the effects of the mercury up- 
on the fyftem to. GHRDESHE snney.a at any 


- one time. 


| When a child in this fituation cannot 
_ be fackled by its mother, either from her 
want of milk or any other caule, what are 
we to do? Another. nurfe is commonly 
p procured ; but this refource fhould never be 
advifed, for it feldom fails of giving the 
| difeate 1 in the moft virulent form to who- 
ever is fo unfortunate as to be employed 

for this purpofe. All fuch children fhould 
p De nourifhed and br ought up on {poon 

meat, ~ nor fhould the reftriGtion be confin- 
ed to:the firft weeks of infancy only. No 
child infe@ed in this manner fhould be 
. put to the breaft of a found nurfe till a 
 courfe of mercury has been continued for 
three months at leaft after every external 
- mark of the difeafe is gone. In one in- 
‘ftance, where a child in this fituation had 
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for feven weeks been nurfed by the mo- 
ther, and where mercury had been re- 
gularly given for three weeks after every 
external mark of the difeafe had difap-. 
peared, two nurfes were infected, who 
were fucceflively employed to fuckle the 
child, during a temporary fever with 
which the mother was attacked. And in 
another the difeafe was given in the fame 
manner where the child was three months - 
old, and where every fymptom of fyphilis — 
had difuppeared upwards of eight weeks, | 

Hence T conclude, that much attention is 
required, for preventing fimilar occur- 
rences, and that nothing will anfwer the 
purpofe but a regular and long continued 
ufe of mereury. q 

In addition to what I have faid’ on ire 

fubject of fyphilis producing abortion, I 
may obferve, that when a woman has faf- 
fered one or more abortions, and has rea- © 
- fon to think that they proceed from a ve- — 


nereal infection, fhe, as well as her huf- — 


band, fhould immediately be put under © 
mercury. It is a prevailing opinion that — 
| mercury — 
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mercury is apt to caufe abortion, and it is 
therefore feldom given during pregnancy. 
Much experience, however, has convinced 
me that this opinion is ill-founded; when 
managed with caution, that it may be giv- 
en in fufficient quantities at every period 
of pregnancy, for curing every fymptom — 
of fyphilis; and without doing the leaft 
injury either to the mother or child. We 
would not indeed from choice give mer- 
cury during pregnancy 3 but when a wo- 
man in this fituation is evidently poxed, 
er when there is good reafon to think that 
‘fhe is fo, I would not hefitate to advife a 
courfe of it. In different inftances I have 
done fo, and always with advantage. 
Where obvious fymptoms of Lues Vene- 
rea break out during pregnancy, fcarcely 
any will doubt of the neceflity of the mea- 
fare ; but fome explanation may be requir- 
ed for advifing it where there is out 
ground for fufpicion. cs | 
: In illuftration of the propriety bE thik 
the following, among feveral cafes, may 
be recited. Five years ago I vifited a lady 
in 
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jn the fourth month of pregnancy, on ac- 
count of a fimple fracture of the os hu- 
meri. The patient being youne and 


healthy 1 “prognofticated | a {peedy cure, 


She had been married four years, and had 
fuffered two abortions, one in the fixth, 
the other in the feventh month, and her 
friends were anxious left this accident 
fhould produce the lofs of another child. 
This induced me to inquire into the ¢ir- 
cumftancés attending’ the previous abor- 
tions, when I found that both children 


were born dead, and entirely deftitute of 
nails and cuticle. No obvious fymptom 


of fyphilis, had appeared upon the pa- 


rents, but the hufband had occafional ly ; 


been attacked with a dry fcaly eruption 
upon the breaft and fhoulders. I alfo 
difcovered that he laboured under the ve- 
nereal difeafe a few months before mar- 


riage ; ; and it didnot ¢ ‘appear -to me that _ 


he had taken mercury either with the re- 
gularity or to the extent neceflary for re- 
moving the fymptoms which took place, 
This led me at once to fay that both he 

“and 
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and his wife fhould immediately undergo 
a complete courfe of mercury.) To this: 
they fubmittedj and: in lefs than a year 
from the commencement of the. courfe,: 
the later was delivered of a healthy child. 
Now here was only ground for fufpicion ; 
but the event gave caufe to imagine that 
if this kind of proof was to be fet afide, 
where direct evidence cannot be procu- 
‘red, and which often happens in cafes of 
this defcription, parents would often be 
irreparably injured, and many children 
loft, which otherwife might be faved. 
During pregnancy mercury fhould in 
every inftance be ufed in the form of un¢-= 
tion, as we thereby with moft certainty 
‘prevent the ffomach and bowels from be-. 
ing injured, and thus avoid the hazard of 
abortion, as the effect of irritation upon 
thefe parts. oe 3 
Nothing indeed more readily excites 
abortion than pureatives, when fevere in 
their operation, or when they even only 
produce any confiderable degree of te- 
efmus; and as the a as exhibition 


of 


~ 
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of ‘mercury is frequently the caufe of 


this, it cannot: but with much hazard be 
given in any confiderable quantity during 
pregnancy. 


SECTION VIL. 


Of fome Peculiarities of form under which, 


Lues Venerea has APPS in Scotland 
ane Canada. 


| 


» 
> 


Have already remarked that Lues 


Venerea has appeared with fome. pe- 


culiarities both in Scotland and Canada. 


By. the accounts received of it from Ca- 
nada, it feems to have appeared in that 
country in the fame manner, and under the 
fame form, as it had a confiderable time 
before done in Scotland; and:as few have 

had more opportunities of feeing it here 
: than has fallen to my fhare, I mean to 
| give 
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give a fhort defcription of the appearances 


which it exhibits, and to mention the me- 


thod of cure which hitherto has: weet 


moft effectual. 


“In the Highlands of Scotland this dif- 


_eafe is ufually termed Sivvens or Sibbens: 
_In Dumfriesfhire and Galloway, it is com- 


monly called the Yaws, from a refem< 
blance which it is fuppofed to bear to the 
African and Weft Indian difeafe of that 
name; but over the whole kingdom it 1s 
known to be the venereal difeafe. That 
it is fo, is certain from thofe affligted with 
it, in every diftrict where it has yet ap- 
peared, having been able to trace it to an 
origin that left no room to doubt of it, as 
well as from‘the fymptoms which arife in 
it bearing an exact refemblance to thofe 
of the later ftages of Lues Venerea, in the 
ordinary form of the difeafe, and from | 
mercury being the only remedy upon 
which we can place: dependence for a ra- 
dical cure. 

It never appears, as I have elfewhere 
had occafion to obferve, in the form of 
| Gonorrhea, 
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“ 


Gonorrhoea, nor ‘feldom at firft in any, 


form whatever upon the genitals, owing 
to, the» manner in which it is moft fre- 
quently communicated. The infection be- 
ing for the moft part received by eating 
or drinking out of the fame utenfils with 
thofe labouring under the difeafe, it often 


appears at firft in the throat jor fome part. 


of the mouth. In. the mouth the fores . 


have the ufual appearances of venereal 
ulcers.. This is* likewife the cafe in the 
throat when the difeafe has been of fome 
duration; but at firft, and often for the 
fpace of feveral weeks, although the pa- 
trent: complains of a good deal of unea- 


finefs in {wallowing, and of a conftant 
hearfenefs, there is nothing perceived up- 


on infpection but a degree of tendernefs, 
accompanied with an eryfipelatous rédnefs 
of the amygdale, uvula, and velum pen- 


dulum palati, If not prevented, however, 


_ by the ufe of mercury, ulcers at laft form 
upon thefe parts, and commonly {pread 


more quickly than venereal ulcers ufually 


do in other parts of the body 5 ; infomuch 
that 
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that the uvula and amygdale will fome- 
times be entirely deftroyed im the courfe 
of a few days, and a degree of hoarfenefs 
and lofs of voice produced, from which 
the patient never afterwards recovers. .— 
It is particularly apt to affect the inter-. 
nal parts of the nofe; and when the fores 
penetrate to the ofla fpongiofa thefe foon 
become carious, and come away in {mall 
pieces along with the matter, which is al- 
ways extremely feetid. When not pre- 
vented by mercury, the ulcers fpread to 
the hard bones of the nofe, and from thefe 
to the bones of the cheeks. In this man- 
ner the whole face becomes ulcerated, for 
- when thefe bones are affected the conti- 
guous foft parts likewife become foon dif- . 
| eafed. It is not uncommon for thefe ul- 
cers to attack the eye-lids. mee 
When the infection is not received” by 
the mouth the difeafe appears im various 
forms in different parts of the furface of 
the body. When ‘the’ virus has entered 
the fyftem “the parts? upon: which it firft 
eemneery! breaks out are’ the genitals, the 
IRV IIS parts 
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parts contiguous to the anus, the anterior 
parts of the thighs and legs, the under 
part of the abdomen, the breaft, arms, 
fingers, and toes, and hairy fcalp. It does 
not fo readily fix upon the flefhy parts of 
the legs or thighs, or on the back. In 
fome the parts become covered with an in- 
finite number of {mall puftules, and thefe 
being itchy, the difeafe is at firft often 
_miftaken for itch. This the more readi- 
ly happens from its prevailing almoft en- 
tirely among the common people, who, 
_ from want of cleanlinefs, frequently la- 
bour under itch; and fo much is fibbens 
confined to this fet of people, that, except- 
_ ing children, who are more particularly 
expofed to receive infection from fer- 
vants, thofe in the higher ranks of life 
are {carcely ever attacked with it, at leaft 
few inftances of their being fo have fallen - 
within my obfervation. Stee 
_ This eruption, however, foon. aflumes 
appearances which fufficiently diftinguith 
it from itch. The fkin upon which it is 
- feated becomes thickened, and fomewhat 
| elevated, 
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elevated, and acquires the characteriftic 
mark of venereal Rinionass a Per Uyiat cop- 
per- coloured appearance. 

The late Dr Gilchrift of banhnes in 


‘a paper upon this fubject, in the Phyfical - 


and Literary Effays of Edinburgh,. re- 


marks, “ That thefe fcabby eruptions are 
‘often met with on the fcalp, forehead, in- 


fide of the thighs, groins, and parts con-_ 
tiguous. Inflammation and excreicences 

about the fundament are frequent; and it 
fometimes appears in the form of a herpes 
exedens, healing in one part and breaking 


out in another.’’ 


Some have {mall tubercles, or hard ele- 
vated knots upon the face, arms, and 
breaft, fomewhat refembling {mall-pox at 


‘the height, but of a red or copper-colour, 
and accompanied with a painful degree of 
_ heat. If mercury is given early thefe tu- 

mours gradually fubfide, otherwife they 

become large, and difcharge a foetid vif- 
_cid matter, which forms into crufts or 
_ flakes, and, on their falling: off, the parts 


_ beneath 
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beneath are red, tender, and i in ihe cafes 
ina ftate of ulceration. |— : | 

Inftead of this eruption, fome are at-— 
tacked with fmall inflammatory boils, 
which do not readily fuppurate, but re- 
main for a confiderable time hard, and of 
a copper-colour, and at laft difcharge a 
thin bloody ichor.’ Thefe at firft refem- 
ble the common anthrax or carbuncle, but 
foon after burfting they affume all the ap- 
-pearances of the true venereal ulcer. ; 
But the moft-charatteriftic fymptom of — 
‘this variety of fyphilis. is a foft fpongy 
excrefcence, in fize and colour.refembling | 
-a common rafp, which is apt to appear on 
all fuch parts as either become ulcerated, 
or that are attacked with any kind of 

eruption; fivven or fibben being in many 
parts of the Highlands the name of a wild 
ra{p, and this being a very frequent fymp- 
tom of the difeafe, is the caufe of its be- 
ing diftinguifhed by this appellation.» In 
fome inftances this fpongy fubftance rifes 
to a confiderable height, nor can it:be 
kept down by any of the common efcha- 
rotics ; 


2 


. 
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rotics 5 for althoush entirely removed, if 
the virus of the difeafe be not eradicated 
by the ufe of a full courfe of mercury, it 
foon feturiis to 4 greater extent than be- 
fore; but as inefcury is commonly given 


as foot as ‘this fymptom becomes evident: 


ly matked, thé extrefcence is feldom fo 
much elevated as-it otheHwile would bé. 
Thefe- finigeus produ@ions are occa- 


 fionally met with i every part of the bo- 
dys but par ticwlarly on fuch parts as have 


become tender, Whether from previous | 


; eruption, or from the cuticle having {e- 


parated “and come off from tHe fkin be: 
neath 3 & Ccircumftance which fornetimes 


takes place in this difeafe, and when to: any 


confiderable extent, always with thuch in- 


- convenietice and diftrefs. 


In the treatife which I have mentioned, 


4 Dr Gilchrift obferves, that this difeafe 
does not attack the large and folid bones, 
and very rarely any of the others. I have, 


however, feen feveral inftances of the con- 
ttary, in which both the bones of the legs 


, and arms have become difeafed : 3 and itis | 
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by no. means uncommon to find it fix up- 
on the:bones of the head. I have feen it 
indeed in every part of the body, and in 
every form under.-which Lues Venerea 
ufually, appears, except im chancres upon 
the genitals. I have feen it produce fores 
refembling chancres upon the lips, and on 
the nipples of nurfes ; and,where an in- 
fection has been of long duration, I have 
_ known ulcers form. upon the penis; but I 
have not known an inftance of its produ- 4 
“eing chancres, either in men or women, 
from coition; owing, I imagine, to . all 
who are attacked with ulcers upon. thefe 
‘parts from this caufe avoiding venereal 
intercourfes, which they very univerfally 
do till a cure is obtained by a courfe of 
mercury; but although fibbens is not ufu- 
ally met with in the form of chancres up- — 
on the penis, this, as well as other parts 
of the genitals, are particularly apt to 
be attacked with ulcers arifing from the 
virus having entered the conftitution.. 
In different inftances I have known the | 
whole penis and fcrotum deftroyed with — 

ita 
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it, but this has:commonly happened from 
the patient haying neglected too long to 
call for. medical affiftance, or from mer- 
cury being given in too {mall quantities. 
-Thefe ulcers, like the ufual form of ve- 
nereal fores proceeding from the confti- 
tutional form of the difeafe, do not com- 


_ monly produce buboes. This, however, 
is mot univerfal; for buboes fometimes 
__ take place re aa not only from the 
primary ulcers of the difeafe, as I have in 


“more than one inftance perceived in the 


arm-pit, from. fores produced upon the 
nipple, in nurfing an infected child, but 
alfo from thofe which appear upon. the 
penis and other parts of the genitals, from 
the virus having entered the fyftemi; and 
the apperance of buboes produced by fib-. 


bens, whether in their fwelled or ulcerat- 


ed ftates, is in every refpe@ the fame 


with that of the ordinary form of vene- 
real bubo. 


Syphilis, in whatever way the ee oe ose 
is communicated, is readily tran{mitted, 
as we have already had occafion to fee, 
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from parents to the FEELS in utero, and it 
1S particularly apt to happen in fibbens. 
Sibbens therefore proves a frequent caufe 


of abortions, although in’ fome inftances 


children are born with it at the full time, 


and in a few it breaks out in the courfe of | 


the firft month after delivery. © =~ 


In the treatment of fibbens, as of every. 


variety of Lues Veneérea, mercury is the 
only remedy upon which we can place de- 
pendence. Sarfaparilla,- guaiacum, | did 


mezereon, have occafionally proved ufe- - | 


ful, but we truft to mercury alone for a 
radical curé. The obfervations that I 
have already had occafion to offer on the 
ufe of mercury, apply with equal proprie- 
ty to the treatment of every fymptom of 
fibbens. It is therefore unneceflary to 


confider the fubjea farther at prefent; but 


while we refer for this purpofe to diffe- 
rent parts of the preceding fections, T 


think it right to obferve, that a gréater 
quantity of mercury is in moft. inftanices — 
required for the cure of fibbens than we - 
ay find to be neceflary in the ordi= 
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nary form of the difeafe. Relief is ob- 
tained with perhaps equal eafe, and a ftop. 
may be put to the farther progrefs of the 
difeafe by the fame quantity that we em- 
ploy for the common fymptoms of pox, 
but fibbens is more apt to return if the 
medicine be not given in larger quantities, 
and continued for a confiderable time af- 
ter every appearance of infection is remo- 
ved. _ When the difeafe has been of long 
duration, mercury fhould be continued for 
feven or eight weeks after every yipeion 
has difappeared. 

A practitioner of experience a obfer- 
yation, who had many opportunities of 
feeing every fymptom of fibbens, inform- 
ed me that mercurius fublimatus corrofi- 
vus frequently proves fuccefsful in the 
cure of the more inveterate fymptoms of 
the difeafe, when the milder preparations 


| .of mercury-fail. He gave it,in the form — 


of drops. Sixteen grains were diflolved © 


_ in an ounce of water, with the addition of 


eight grains of crude fal ammoniac, and 
Gg 3 | yh OF 
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of this ten drops were given three or four 


times oe -day. 
When ulcers ie the chroae’ and other 


parts do not readily yield to the ufe of | 


mercury, I employ cauftic and efcharotics, 


and they prove equally ufeful here as in. 


every yariety of fore proceeding from 
Lues Venerea. In various inftances they 
have been rendered clean, and brought 
into a healing condition by fumigating 
with cinnabar, when they had previoutly 
refifted every other remedy. 

‘The public, however, are equally inte- 
refted in the prevention of this difeafe as 
in the cure of it, particularly in thofe 
diftriéts where it has long prevailed; and 
with | proper attention there is much rea- 
fon to fuppofe that i it might foon be era- 
dicated. In fome parts of Scotland this 
hasalready indee d been accomplithed ; and 
the means ‘by which it has been done are 


fimple, and eafily practifed. They confift - 
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entirely in a due attention to cleanlinefs, 
and in preventing nurfes and other fer- 
yants from Reine employed where there 

is 
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is the leaft reafon to imagine that they 
are infected. In the choice of a nurfe 
this is a point of the utmoft importance ; 
for in fibbens, as in every form of fyphi- 
lis, I have had many proofs of the difeafe 
being communicated by the milk alone, 
and as this is almoft the only way by 
which it has found accefs to families of 
rank, they are particularly pronereds in 
preventing it. 

The chief difficulty that we meet with 
in the prevention of this difeafe proceeds 
from thofe who ought moft anxioufly to 
wilh for it... The infected are fo much 
afraid of a difeovery being to injure their 
reputation, that they do all in their power 
to conceal it, by which they do not take 
mercury in that complete manner which 
alone could render them fafe. I know, 
however, that this anxiety for conceal- 
‘ment may be removed, and, with proper 
attention, that thofe poor people who other- 
wife would fall viétims to the baneful ef- 
feats of the difeafe, may be eafily induced 
to apply for medical affiftance. The cler- 
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ey have this fo much in their power, that 
through their interference the fibbens 
might foon be eradicated. In one parith 
this was actually done, The difeafe had 
fpread to fuch an alarming height that 
more than three-fourths of the inhabi- 
tants were infected, and many of the more 4 
delicate, particularly, young children and 
females, died: under it. This had gone — 
on for a great number of years, when by 
the exertions of the clergyman of the pa- 
rifh it was entirely removed inthe courfe 
of a fhort time. He went perfonally to 
every individual of his parith and convin- 
ced them of the propriety of applying for 
medical affiftance immediately on the dif. 
eafe breaking out, which they agreed to 
the more readily from their being fenfible 
that all of them had. got the elenies in 
the moft innocent manner. In this way 
it was foon carried off, and by due atten- 
tion to cleanlinefs, and avoiding all kind of | 
antercourfe with thofe who they fulpedhed 
to labour under it, the difeafe has now for — 
a contiderable time been entirely fubdued. — 

This ; 
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‘This has in fome degree indeed been the 
cafe in every diftriG of Scotland where 
: ‘fibbens ever prevailed. In fome fituations 
it has been nearly eradicated, and in none 
is it now fo frequent as it was fome years, 
ago. There is much caufe therefore to 
hope that. by the fuperior attention to 
cleanlinefs, which of late years has pre- 


~. vailed among our common people, it ‘will 


foon become every where unknown. 

All that I have hitherto faid on the fub- | 
ject of fibbens was written fome years ago, 
when the firft edition of this book was 
_ publifhed: Since that period I have found 
that the difeafe is now very rarely met 


with in any. of the fouth difiri@s of Scot- 


land, and even in the Highlands that it 
daily becomes lefs frequent. 

If the difeafe as it prevails in Goshde:: is 
the. fame with the fibbens of Scotland, 
and from all that I have heard of it there 
is no caufe to doubt of its being fo, the 
fame method of cure will prove effeatual, 
and the fame means of prevention muft 
be obferved. 

ote S E C- 


“458 Of Propbylaétics’ Ch. IV. 


SECTION. VIIt: 
Of ProphylaGtics in Lues Venerea. 


O prevent infection isan objeét of the 


firft importance inevery difeafe; but 


there is none in which our endeavours 
have proved lefs’ fuccefsful than in this. 


As the pleafures and fafety of mankind — | 


are both interefted, Prophylactics in Lues 
Venerea have long been an obje@ of atten- 
tion; but hitherto, notwithftanding all 
the boafted fpecifics with which every 
kingdom of Europe abounds, nothing has 
been difcovered upon which we can with. 
_ certainty depend. 
At firft view one would not doubt of 
ablution alone being fufficient for prevent- 
ing infection. As the parts to which the 
matter of infection is applied are al- 
ran Cael together 
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va 


together external, and asa confiderable 
length of time commonly ‘pafles over 


before any effects are produced by it, we 


might with confidence expec that bathing 
the parts in warm water, or any other li- 


~ quid, could {carcely fail to remove the 


matter of contagion. This, however, is. 
not the cafe; for although fome advan- 
tage may, occafionally be derived from 
careful ablution, we have ‘daily proofs of 
its failure even when ancieioa wd with all 
manner of attention. | 

This muft probably arife from ‘the vi- 
rus being either exceedingly fubtile, or fo 
very adhefive that it cannot be feparated 
from parts to which it has found accefs, by 


any means that have as yet been employ- 


ed. In this view, therefore, ‘two objects 


occur for our confideration. Any appli- 


cation to be employed fhould not only be 
of a penetrating fubtile nature, but capable 
of deftroying that connection by which 
the virus is thus made to adhere to the 


| _ parts to which it is applied. I alfo think 


that fome advantage may be derived from 
comouany 
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combining mercury with whatever is beft 
adapted to. thefe purpofes. By acting as 
an antidote, it may ferve to deftroy fuch 
parts of the venereal poifon as the others 
may not be able to remove. “oth a 

_ Crude mercury, triturated with honey 
or with turpentine, and mixed with a fuf- | 
ficient quantity of water, has been ufed 
a5 8 wath for this ruepelb but the mott 
sway: is in, 3. eet fainean ‘of peer deve 
fublimate. It may be ufed of various de- 
grees of ftrength, from the quantity of one 
grain to three. grains of mercury in the 
ounce of water. - More than this proves 
irmitating and corrofive. 

As it.is probable that the virus proves 
more adhefive than it otherwife would be 
by combining with the mucus of the parts 
to which it is applied, all fuch articles as 
_ prove folyents of mucus, or that particu- 
larly. deftroy its tenacity, may with pro- 
priety be employed in the compofition of 
an antifyphilitic wath. Upon this. prin. 

| ciple 
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ciple lime-water may be ufed with advan= 
tage; alfo the cauftic fixed alkaliyand even 
thé cauftic volatile alkali fo diluted with 


- wateras to wdmit of — ters gsi 


with ‘fafety.” | 
No harm éari enfte rte thie external 
ufé of any of thefe articles in the fornd of 


_ awath, and-more advantage, I have reafon 
to think, may be derived from them than 


is commonly obtained from the ufe of 
thofe fecret fpecifics which the intereft of 
individuals and the credulity of our young 


_ people have occafionally brought into no- 


tice.. I think it right, however, again to 
remark, that none of them can with cer- 
tainty be relied on, and that in no in- 
ftance ought any of them to be injected 
into the urethra, !as .preventatives of Go- 
norrhoea. When the difeafe has actuaily 
taken place, they may, when much dilut- 
ed, be ufed with freedom; but they can- 
not be thrown into the urethra but with 
much rifk of inducing inflammation when 
of fuch a ftrength as can have any influ- 

ence 
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ence in diflodging the virus, by. diffolving 
or deftroying the mucus: with which it is 
combined. '', Whether thefe {pecifies.of iti- 
nerants, to.which I allude, have any of the 
~ articles that I have mentioned: for: their 
bafis or net I cannot determine, but when 
ufed as injections they often do much harm. 
by exciting pain, and fuch a,conftant in. 
clination ‘to pafs urine .as. ePEONES exceed~ — 
— difttetsfuls saa Kira in . 
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SECTION IX. 


Of Lues Venerea as inducing other Difeafes. 


-” 


AS the virus of fyphilis is often dif_i- 
cult to eradicate, and the difeafe be- 
ing frequently known to break out again 
Jong after a cure has been fuppofed to be 
accomplifhed, the fears of patients have 
induced them to fufpect that it cannot 
with any certainty be removed after hay- 
ing appeared as a general difeafe of the. 
fyftem, and even to confider it as the 
caufe of many other difeafes. 

Even practitioners have been divided 
in their opinions upon this. The refult of 
my obfervation has already been given, 
onthe power of mercury in curing the 
difeafe. In feGion fourth of this chap- 
‘ter I have endeavoured to fhow, that 


“where 
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where failures age happened, they muft 
ina great meafure have arifen, either from 
the mifcondu& of patients when under 
mercury, or from too fmall a quantity of 
the remedy being given. But while ] am 
clearly of this opinion, I at the fame 
time think, that, Lues Venerea is often the 


aufe of other difeafes, which frequently — 
prove fatal from want of a proper applr-. 


cation of mercury, by which a cure of all 
of them might im. a “igs apeetrs of 


cafes be obtained. rind ae 
In the preceding | parts of this) Srna aes 


defcription is given of all. the ordinary 
fymptoms of Lues Venerea; and of the 


method of treatment appropriated to cach; - 
but if the opinion which I am now endea-.’ 


vouring to fupport is well founded, this 
difeafe, it is evident, muft oceafionally ap 
pear under other forms. 


I have already had occafion to obferve, - 


that Lues Venerea, when not interrupted 


in its courfe by the ufe of mercury, uftially — 
makes a certain progrefs, and that the— 


Biletins make their appearance with 
: fome 


- if 
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fome regularity : But when mercury is 

employed, and not given in quantities : 
fuficient for eradicating the virus, al- 
though all the fymptoms may thereby be 


* fufpended, the difeafe will certainly ap- 


pear either in the fame or fome. other 
-form at fome future period. In this cafe 
it generally fhows itfelf by one or other 
of the fymptoms that have been defcrib- 


ed, but occafionally we meet with it un- 


der a variety of other appearances; the - 


4 aes inftead of producing the ordinary 


4 fymptoms of Lues Venerea, tending ra- 


¥ 


; 
: 


| 


ther to induce other Hie ties 

This I know is denied by many, who 
allege that fyphilis is never : productive of - 
other difeafes 5 but I have met with it in 


 fuch a number of inftances, and thefe ‘fo 
_ evidently marked, that I confider the fad ~ 


ascertain. ‘The virus of fyphilis will not 


‘produce any difeafe that depends ‘upon a 
{pecific contagion, fuch’ as fmall-pox, 
_ meafles, itch, and fome others; but I have 
_- much reafon to think that a great variety 
_ of other difeafes are induced by it. It may 
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be bled: in what manner can fyphilis act 
in producing other difeafes, and what 
evidence can be given of its ever having 
done fo? In anfwer to this I may obferve, — 
that it is often difficult, and fometimes. 
- impoffible, to explain the ation of caufes 
in producing difeafes. We may eafily,. - 
~ however, fuppofe, where the virus of q 
fyphilis exifts in the fyftem, but not in 
fufficient force to fhew itfelf by the ufual 
and more obvious fymptoms of the dif 
eafe, that it may, however, 1p various in- 
{tances be capable of exciting a ereat deal . 
of derangement, and even many difeafes 
which otherwife might not have taken 
place, and that it will more efpecially be 
apt to produce thofe difeafes to which the 
conititution is predifpoled, or thofe, to — 
which the patient is rendered liable by 
expofure to particular occafional caufes, 
If the virus can exift in the fyftem for a 

| confiderable length of time without fhew- 
ing any external mark of difeafe, and of 


this few I believe will doubt, it is difficult 


to conceive that it fhould not produce both 
| ars 4 general : 
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general derangement and particular or- 
_ ganic. affections ; and, accordingly, I be- 
lieve that it more frequently does fo than 
we are ufually led to imagine. The evi- 
dence which I could give of this would be - 
_ exceedingly ample, as I could relate a very 
extenfive collection of cafes in a great va- 
_ riety of difeafes in which it a@tually hap- 
pened ; but the extent of this publication 
_ renders it neceflary to confine the proofs 
fof it within narrower limits. The dif- 
eafes induced by the venereal virus, of 
which I fhall give inftances, are phthifis, 
afthma, rheumatifm, dropfy, head-ach, 
_epilepfy, and mania. 

In the month of Odtober 178 ey I was 

| defired. to vifit a gentleman at fome dif 
tance from town, with an extenfive foul 
ulcer upon his left fhoulder. This was. 
“mentioned as the moft material part of his 
diftrefs ; but I alfo found that he had for 
feveral ‘months laboured under. all the 
mott alarming fymptoms of phthifis, fuch 
as fevere cough, {pitting of purulent mat- 
‘ter, pains in the breaft and fides, night 
a tEe Hhe2 fweats, 
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Tweats, | quick Malte ‘and an Brieentes 
. ftate of body. Thefe fymptoms, however, 4 
_ did not excite the attention of the patient ‘ 
nor of his friends’ fo much as the ulcer 
upon his fhoulder, which, from the great _ 
f _ quantity ‘of matter which it ‘difcharged, 1 
and the great length of time which it had © 
endured, was confidered as the caufe of © 
his weaknefs as well as of all the other, ’ 
fymptoms, | 4 
The appearance of ihe fore giving caufe q 
to think that it might be venereal, I men- © 
tioned this to the furgeon in attendance, 7 
as well as to my patient, with a view to 
difcoyer whether from the hiftory of the 
cafe, and from his previous’courle of life, 
there was any ground for fufpicion. © The - 
anfwer which I received to this inquiry ; 
was, that, foon after the’ firft appearance & 

| of this ulcer, about. three years | before the 7 
time of my being confulted, an ulcer had c 
appeared i in his throat, accompanied with 
fome other fymptoms of fyphilis. For the — 
“removal of thefe he had been put under a 
Jong courfe of Poe which appeared to 


‘ats | prove 
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prove fuccefsful ; and as he had not fince 


that. period run any rifk of being infect- 


_ed. he did not. {uppofe it poflible that the 
ulcer upon his fhoulder, or any of his 
other fymptoms, could be venereal. Hav- 
ing found, however, that. the mercury, 
, although long continued, had never , been 
civen.in greater quantities than to render 
the mouth moderately fore, and that for 
a confiderable time: an eruption refem- 
bling venereal blotches had prevailed over 
his breaft and arms, I did not hefitate to , 
fay that. the infection had not been eradi- 
cated, and that he ought immediately to 

enter, upon a full courfe of mercury. 
The chief objection to this was the de- 
bilitated ftate of our patient, and the 
quicknefs of pulfe, with other {ymptoms 
of fever, which prevailed in a very confi- 
derable degree, the pulfe at this time beat- 
ing upwards of 130 in a minute. Even 
thefe confiderations, however, did not de- 
‘ter me from advifing a.trial of mercury ; 
shaving even at that time feen more than. 
one cafe of a fimilar ieutang where the lungs 
Hh 3. | were 
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were evidently affected, and in which a 
cure was obtained by mercury; and 


judging from the whole hiftory of the. 
cafe, that the phthifical fymptoms might _ 


be kept up by the fyphilitic virus, I ob- 
ferved to our patient, that if my conjec- 
. ture was well founded, thefe fymptoms, as 
well as the others, would gradually abate 
on the mercury taking effe@. I alfo faid 
to his friends, that, in fuch circumftances, 
the mercury could not add much to his 
- hazard, however feverely it might operate, 


the nature and feverity of his fymptoms — 


being fuch, as gave no caufe to imagine 
that he could live above a few weeks, if 


fome Spe alteration did not take . 


Peer 
‘The patient himfelf Bing readily a ac- 
quiefced, a courfe of mercury was imme- 


| diately prefcribed. At firft he rubbed in if 
a drachm of: ftrong mercurial ointment — 
every evening. ‘This came to be repeated | 


morning and evening 5 and as his cough 
and fever were not inereafed by it, and 


ee ee en ee ee 


the flate of his mouth i apt cia) him to 


bear 
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bear it, the quantity at each application 
was increafed at the end of eight days to 
a drachm and a half. The ulcer was dref- 
fed with common wax-ointment. About 
the end of a fortnight it became clean, 
which it had never before been, and any 
uneafinefs with which it had, previoufly 
been accompanied was now removed. The 
blotches upon his fkin had begun to yield, 
and even the febrile fymptoms, inftead of 
being increafed by the mercury,. were 
fomewhat abated. His mouth became 
exceedingly fore; but although a’ good 
~ deal of falivation was excited, the fame. 
quantity of mereury was continued. This 
I was induced. to infift upen from our 
having now very fatisfactory evidence of 
all his fymptoms being venereal; for even 
the cough and purulent expectoration be- 
came moderate in proportion to the quan- | 
tity of mercury that was exhibited. By the 
end of the fixth week the cough was-near- 
dy gone; the blotches were almoft entirely 
removed; the ulcer continued clean and 
~ tauch contracted, and his pulfe did not 
Heb «. * now 
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now beat above abuse ora in a mi- 
-nute. 

In the courfe of a delsintgte from this — 
time, that is, after he had taken mercury 
for the fpace of eight weeks, {carcely any 
remains of the blotches were perceptible : 
The fore was reduced to the fourth part 
‘of its original extent; but about this pe- 
riod it became nearly ftationary, for which | 
‘jt was touched every fecond or third day 
with lunar cauftic. At the end of ano- 
ther fortnight it was .completely cica- 
trifed ; ‘but the infe@ion having. been. of © 
long duration, I judged it proper te con- 
tinue ‘the: mercury three weeks longer, 
_ being thirtéen weeks im all. He had now 
been many weeks entirely free of cough. 
His pulfe was about its natural ftandard ; 
and as he had been allowed nourithing 
diet during the whole courfe, he was even 
‘confiderably improved in appearance and — 
ftrength. By the beginning of the enfu- 
ing fummer, he was equally ftrong as he 
had ever been at any period; and when I 
laft faw him, about three years ago, he 
base | . had, 
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had continued entirely free both es Lues 
Venerea and phthifis. KES : 
In the beginning of January, rHBhyd 
was defired to vifit a patient newly come 
' to town, with fores on different ‘parts of 
his body and limbs, and he had alfo for 
a confiderable time been diftrefled with 
afthma. It was chiefly however for ‘the 
fores that he applied for advice, as he had 
been led to confider afthma as a difeafe 
for which there was no‘remedy. ‘There 
was one large ‘ulcer immediately above 
the great trochanter of the right thigh; 
one upon the middle and moft prominent 
part of each leg, both of which penetrated 
tothe tibia; one upon the breaft, where 


> the fternum appeared to be thickened, ale. 


though not carious; one upon the right 
fide, upon the feventh and eighth -ribs; 
and a {mall finous ulcer upon the middle 
and outfide of the right arm, which, on 
_ being probed; was found to run to the fur+ 
face of the ulna, which was rough forthe - 
fpace of aninch. Befides thefe, there were 

feveral fmall ulcers upon the toes of both: 
feet. 
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feet. “Thefe, as well as the others, were 


foul, and difcharged a thin, foetid matter ; 
and. being accompanied with that eryfipe- 
latous kind of rednefs which | ‘frequently 
furrounds the margins of venereal ulcers, 
I was thereby led to fufpe@ them to be 
venereal. .. The patient mentioned, as rea- 


fons for thinking that I was miftaken, 


that thefe ulcers were now of feven years 
continuance, and on the fufpicion of their: 
being venereal that he had taken mercury 
_ to.a confiderable extent at three different 

times, cach courfe having been-continued 

for nine or ten weeks; and although he 
| had from all the three derived benefit, yet 
none of the fores had healed by. the effects 


of any of them, and that. fome of them 


had even: become worfe foon. after the lat 
courfe of mercury was left of The afth- 
matic fymptoms «were now of five years 


i= 


duration. They began without any ob- 


vious caufe, and had’ gradually become 


more violent, nor had any remedy that 
had been: -employed for them given him 
: relief, excepting opium, and even. this was 


merely _ 
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: merely temporary. Befi desia conftant dif- 
ficult breathing, he was liable to periodi- 


cal attacks of a more fevere nature, which 


- eceafionally came to fuch a heightias to 


endanger fuffocation. Thefe occurred meft 
frequently during fleep, and for the moit. 
part with much regularity, about three 
o’clock in the morning. 

’ The patient, who was now about forty- 


five years of age,: acknowledged that in 


his earlier years he had fuffered much 
from Lues Venerea, but having been led 


‘to fuppofe that he had already taken more 


than a fufficient quantity of mercury, he 


~awas now with difficulty perfuaded to en- 


ter on a farther courfe of it. The more, 
however, that I heard of the rife and pro- 
grefs of his difeafe, the more I was con- 
vinced of its being venereal ; for befides 


‘the appearances of the fores which I have 


mentioned, I found upon inquiry that he 
had never taken a full courfe of mercury; 
for although it had always rendered his" 
gums fore, he had never ufed it im fuch 


quantities as to require confinement. - Nei- 


Z | SU others 
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ther had any. of the attempts: which had 
been made to cure the fores-by external 
applications: proved fuccefsful. / A) great . 
variety had been employed, but although 
fome of thefe. had rendered the ulcers 
clean, and procured a difcharge of better 
- “matter, no permanent advantage had 3 ever 
enfued from them. vale afar 
Thefe confiderations deraishied me to 
give a decifive opinion on the propriety 
of his taking mercury in larger quantities 


than he had ever as yet done... This in- — 


duced him to agree to it, and; he entered 
upon the courfe,on the 14th’ of January. 
At firft he rubbed i ina drachm,of mercu- | 
rial ointment: eyery, night, and took one — 
-of the: blue jpills, evening and morning. 
In the courfe of eight. days. he ufed two 
‘drachms of ‘the. ointment daily, and the 
‘fame number of pills were. continued till 
his mouth became fully fore, and a good 
deal of falivation was induced, which hap- 
_ pened at the,end of a fortnight. At this 
period the pills were left off, and only.a 
.drachm of the ointment employed daily. 
The 
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The common wax ‘ointment was applied 
to ‘the fores, and renewed morning and 
CERIN oO ASR M eee | 
Till he entered upon this courfe the 
fores had at all times given him much un- 
eafinefs. They had never produced acute 
| pain, but they were accompanied with an 
uneafy; itchy fenfation, which frequently 
deprived him entirely of reft. Before the 
end of the third week this was completely 
removed; the fores were become clean, 
and the difcharge of a better confiftence ; 
at the famé time that his afthmatic fymp- 
toms were by no means fo'fevere. As by 
this he was convinced of the propriety of 
the courfe of mercury, he readily fubmit- 
ted to the diftrefs and inconveniency 
which it produced, and kept his mouth 
fully affected during the whole time of it. 
By the beginning of March, that is, after 
having taken mercury for’ nearly feven 
weeks, all the fores were entirely healed — 
~ excepting that upon the outfide of the 
thigh, and thofe upon the legs. Even 
thefe were much diminifhed, and the cure 
in 
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in all the three feemed to be retarded only 
by the ftate of the bones beneath, which 
were found to be denuded of the perio- 
fleum, and even in. fome. parts rough. 
Thefe, as well as the others,. had been | 
drefled with. mild wax ointment from the 

firft, and if it was not the laying open. the 
~-finus upon the fore-arm, no farther. atten- | 
tion had. been given.to any of them. He 
now breathed eafily, and had not experi- 
_ €nced any, fevere fit of afthma from. the 
time that his. mouth became) firft com- 
pletely fore with mercury. | 

The courfe was. continued in the Gone . 
degree to the end of the thirteenth week, » 
when, judging from the quantity of mer- 
cury that had been ufed, and the recular’ 
manner in which it had been taken, that 
the virus by which his difeafe feemed to 
have been produced mutt be eradicated, I 
defired j it to: becleft-off. His afthma was 
entirely gone, and all the fores continued 
firm \and well, excepting the three that I 
have mentioned. I now fuppofed, how- 


eyer, that thefe were kept up entirely by 
: the 
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the carious bones on which they were 
feated ; and asa cure could not be looked 
for till the difeafed parts exfoliated, and 
~ . as this might probably be tedious, I advi- 
fed him, as foon. as he could with fafety 
-yenture upon a journey, to go home, and 
to do nothing with a view to the fores but 
to drefs regularly with: red precipitate 
ointment, in order to prevent the growth 

of a fungus with which all the three were 
covered. This, with the occafional ufe 
of calcined allum; prevented the fungus 
from becoming large ; but it was not till 
a year had elapfed that any of the fores 
healed. About this period an extenfive 
-exfoliation appeared to be coming away 
from the tibia of the right leg. He now 
came to town, and by cutting into it I got 
it eafily out, and the fore healed in a fort- 

night. . The fore on the other leg healed 
| ma fimilar manner, at. the end of three 
or four months, after a fmall fpiculated 
‘portion of the tibia had come away, but 
the ulcer upon the trochanter has not 
healed.» Several {mall pieces of bone have 
from 
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from time to time come away from it; 
but I conclude that more muft be thrown | 
out before a firm cicatrix will form ; for 
although now reduced to. the appearance 
of a narrow finus, which frequently heals, 
it always burfts out again. It is not, how- 
ever, productive of much inconvenience ; 
and on account: of the fituation’ of the 
bone, | think it better to truft to time 
alone, than by means of any operation to 
attempt to promote the exfoliation of the 
difeafed parts. No return of afthma has 
taken place, and he is now, inthe month 


of January 1797, in good health. 


»In the month. of May 17809, I was de. 


‘Genes to'vifit a patient, by trade a brewer, 
aged forty, and very.corpulent. For fe- 
_ veral years he had been:liable to periodi- | 
cal fits of afthma, and during all that pe- 
riod his breathing had been difficult, in. 
fomuch that he had for the moft part been 
obliged to fleep nearly in an ered pofture. 
He had been liable to frequent and very 
diftrefsful palpitation of the heart, and 
his idea was at all times frequent and ir- 
| regular, 
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regular. Other praétitioners had previ 
oufly been called, and, as is ufual in fuch 
cafes, different opinions were formed of 


. the caufe of the difeafe. By fome it was 


confidered as gout 3 others judged it to 
proceed from ‘hydrops pectoris, while by 
fome it was fuppofed to conftitute what of 
date has been termed Angina Peéoris. 
The patient himfelf, however, was of opi- 
- nion, that all his faibeonte originated 
_ from: what he termed .an ill-cured pox. 
He informed me that in his earlier years 
he had fuffered much’ from frequent ate 
_ tacks of fy philis, and not having taken 
mercury in a regular manner ; particular- 
— dy from the laft attack, and to which this 
affeGion of his breathing had fucceeded : 
From this he was convinced that the virus 
had not been eradicated. 

No evident fymptom of Lues Venerea, 
_ however, could be difcovered ; fo that I 
_ could net venture to advife a courfe of 

mercury as my patient wifhed me to do. 
_ Purgatives, diuretics, and blifters, were 
4 ase ia ae but with no advan- 
Vou. Il. Li | tage ; 
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tage; and fome relief being derived from 
opiates, he was at laft induced to truft en- 
tirely toa large dofe of laudanum taken - 
at bed- time, and a leffer dofe in the morn- 
ing. In this fituation I left him in the 
ymonth of September, nor had I again oc- 
‘cafion to fee him till the month of April 
1799, when I was called on confultation — 
with the furgeon of the family  ~foranpl: 3 
cer which two months before had appear- 
ed npon the right fide of the nofe. At 
firit this ulceration was fo inconfiderable 
as fearcely to excite his attention ; but, as 
it foon began to fpread, various: applicay 
tions were employed, from. the mildeft to .4 
the ftrongeft efcharotics; but although 
-thefe, with the occafional ufe of lunar 
cauftic, had proved ufeful, by preventing 

the growth of fungus which had previout- 
| ly prevailed, ftill the fore continued to ex- 
tend, and at this time had fpread to the 
oppofite fide of the nofe. Uponinguiry | 
I found that i in the month of November, 
fome days after expofure to infedion, a 
chancre had a Prete upon the glans pe-_ 
Dis 3 | 
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‘nis ; but as it healed. by being twice touch- 
_ ed with cauftic, and which he had done 
‘without the knowledge of his furgeon, he 
shad not thought it barra to enter upon 
. i athe ufe of mereury. a 2 
At this time the dieoutey of Bldadithe 
.and diftrefsful palpitation, of the heater 
_ were more fevere than they had ever been 
_. at any period; but the account which I 
had received of this recent infeCtion, the 
progrefs which the ulcer was daily ma- 
king, and the inefficacy which had already 
been experienced of local applications, de- 
termined me to advife an immediate and 
 full-courfe of mercury. Being informed 
that mercury did not readily affea him, 
both the internal and external ‘ufe of ‘it 
was advifed ; fo that in the courfé of ten 
days his mouth was rendered as’ fore as 
he could poffibly bear it, and he falivated 
_ to the quantity of between two.and three 
_ Englith, pints a-day..> The fore was dref- 
fed with common wax ointment. 

In the courfe of three weeks from his 
e entering upon the ufe of mercury the fore 
et A ae was 
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was confiderably diminithed, and at the © 
end of fix weeks it was entirely heal; but 
to the furprife and fatisfaction of ail con- 
cerned, all his other fymptoms ‘became — 
better on the mercury. taking efile. The . 
difficulty of breathing was foon much re- 
lieved, the palpitation vanifhed entirely, — 7 
and the pulfe fell to its natural ftandard. 
Jt was feveral weeks before the pas 
affection left him entirely, but this om | 
pened. before the end of the courfe, which : 
was continued to the end of the third 
month ; and he has not fince that period — 
experienced any return of his difeafe. | 
In this laft cafe it may be a queftion — 
whether the patient laboured under fy-— 
: puis at the time when I firft faw him or 
- He himfelf imagined that he did ;" 
| pe on finding afterwards that the difeafe: 
in, his breaft was completely removed by 
mercury, when employed for a more 
obvious fymptom of.the difeafe, I came 
alfo to be of the fame opinion, and shiisl 
induced me to. give the mercury in lar 
ger quantity, and to continue it longer 
: than - 


Sect. IX. “as inducing other. Di ifeafes. . 483 


than I fhould have done for the cure of a 
recent infection. 

In March 1787, I was con faltetd iby a 
gentleman of fortune in the fouth of Eng- 
land: His cafe was defcribed to be a fe-" 
vere degree of .rheumatifm, with which — 
he had been afflicted for the {pace of eigh- 
 teen’months. After much’expofure to cold 
and wet weather in the courfe of hunting,’ 
he was attacked with fevere pains in all 
his joints, particularly in the fhoulders, 
 wrifts, knees, and ancles. Thefe continu- 
ed in fome degree from the firft approach 
of the difeafe, but he had occafionally: 
been diftrefled with fevere pains in his: 
\ back, loins, and hip- -joints, to fuch a de- 

gree as not to be able to move for two or | 
three weeks together but with an unfup- 
portable increafe of pain. His fingers 
_ and toes alfo became fwelled and painful 5: 
_ and as the balls of the great toes had been 
particularly pained, his difeafe by fome 
_ had been confidered as gout. When I was. 
- confulted the joints of his fingers were {fo 
! much. {welled that he could not even fign 
mod ey ch oe eS 
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his name, but the chief caufe of ‘his di- 
ftrefs at this time was a fwelling of his 
right knee... The fwelling and: pain in his 
other jomts. had at different periods pre- 
vailed. in various degrees ;) they even at 
times left him entirely; but the right 
knee had continued fwelled and painful: 
from the-firft, and. at this period it was 


reprefented: as being nearly double, the. 
fize of the other. There was accordingly q 


much tenfion, and a very extenfive fu@u- 


ation had for feven or eight weeks been — 


difcovered in the fuperior part of the tu-. 


mour.. The fkin, however, was no where 
difcoloured. He was now in his thirty-: 
fecond year. When firft attacked he was 


full and vigorous, but now much emacia-. 
ted, His pulfe, however, was good ;. for. 


although, for a confiderable time, a good - 
deal of fever prevailed, it had now left 
him entirely, his. fkin. was cool, and his. 
pulfe beat between. feventy and eighty i In: 
a,minute. | 

The remedies he had. employed fue 


thefe: At firft he was repeatedly blooded ; 
ge | ey ik ihe the 


e 
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the pained parts had been rubbed with a 
variety of ftimulating applications, fuch as 
volatile linement and tin@ure of canthari- 


des, and blifters had been frequently ap- 


plied: He had taken Jamics’s powders, 
camphor, and opium; but the latter being 
the only remedy from which hé derived 
relief, the others had long been laid afide. 
Sixty drops of laudanum taken at bed-time, 
and twenty-five in the morning, kept hint 
for the moft part in tolerable ante but he 
experienced much diftrefs whenever thefe 
were emitted. The following ts the ad- 
vice which I propofed to him: 
1. That two drachms of a weak tmercti- 


“rial ointment, containing only a fifth part 


of mercury, fhould be rubbed upon the 
{welling of his knee evening and morn- 


ing for the fpace of twenty minutes each 
_ time, and continued five or fix weeks if it: 


did not excite falivation. 

2. That he fhould ufe a waim bath of 
fea-water every fecond night: The whole 
body to remain immerfed for the fpace 


of twenty- -five minutes, or half an hour, 


Ti4 . and 
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anda quantity of the water to be’ pour- 
ed from the height of three or four feet. 
upon the. octet knee at each time of! oe 
3. lafiead of a aaciaet at eds time, eo 
that he fhould take fifteen or ospibkia Brains 
of Dovar’s powder. | 

4-.That he fhould wear badirel next iis: 
fkin, not only upon the difeafed AEDES; bale 
over his whole body. | 

5. If by thefe means the fwelling did 
not abate in the courfe of four or five 
weeks, that blifters fhould be applied te~ 
its ie firft where the flu€uation was dif. 
covered, and the others alternately on each 
fide of the joint. $ 

Theard again from him in the month ; 
of June, when he informed me that he had 
been prevented from ufing the mercury 
by a phyfician who was confulted on the t 
receipt of my opinion. Being afraid that. 
his debility might be increafed by the mer- | 
cury, he had defired that it might not be 
ufed, but all the other parts of the courfe _ 
hid Thad pointed out had been com-— 


plied @ 
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plied with. His general ftate of health was 


better, and by the ufe of the warm bath and » 


Dovar’s powder his pains had been much 
relieved, but they, always recurred \ on 
thefe remedies being laid afide, and the 
{welling of the knee was nearly in the. 


fame ftate as when he firft applied to me. . 


Befides this, he had been attacked with ai’ 
painful fwelling on the upper’ part of his - 


-tight fhoulder, which, after becoming red. 


and tender, had. ended: in an extenfive 
foul ulcer. This giving rife to much 
anxiety, for the fore was. daily penetra-. 


ting to a greater depth, he was particular- 
ly anxious to have fome remedy pointed * 


out for it. 
In return to thigs i defired that the mere © 
cury might ftill be employed with a view: 


‘to remove or leffen the fwelling of the 


knee, and I gave him formule of diffe-_ 
rent ointments as dreflings for the fore on’ 
the fhoulder. I. faid, however, that: he- 
muft depend chiefly on the furgeon in at-° 
tendance for the treatment of this fore’;” 


but mpene within oe or fifty miles of © 


London, 
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London, I advifed him, if he did not fooi: 
get betel to go there for ages ete 
of a confultation, 3 | 4 
I, did not hear: of Hite again til ste: 
month of September, when he arrived in. 
Edinburgh. He now informed me that 
he had gone to: London on the receipt of 
my fecond: letter, and that he. had been! 
advifed to the ufe of cuaiacum ; a deep-" 
feated pea iffue had been inferted on the 
infide of the fwelled knee; and diferent ; 
ointments had been given him to: apply i 
fuceeflion to. the: fore onthe thoulder. 
Having continued, however, under the 
regular silicate of thefe for upwards . 
of two months, and-no advantage having 
accrued from them, he détirmined at latt 
on coming here. The pains over his j jomts 
were fill very univerfal, almoft every 
joint: being more or lefs Gmaliea but they 
were not any where fo fevere as they had | 
at firft been. The {welling on the knee 
_ was very confiderable, and a fluctuation 
was perceived, reaching from the patellz, 
beneath the rectus mufcle, nearly to the. 
middle 


rious. . 
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middle of the thigh. . The fkin, however, 
was not difcoloured, and the joint was {till 
in fome degree capable both of flexion and 
extenfion. But the fymptom which gave 
him moft uneafinefs was the ulcer upon his 
fhoulder, which had now extended from 
the top of the fhoulder over the clavicle, 
and down to the middle of the humerus. 
It had already deftroyed fome part of the 
deltoid: mufcle, by which. the motion.of. 
the arm was impeded, and a confiderable 
portion of he, claviclé: was become ¢a- 
-This ulcer he had Leddy been informed 
was {crophulous, but as tome it had the, 
appearance of being a venereal fore, I de- 
-eidedly faid fo, and. on imquiry I found 
that there was ftill farther caufe for. fuf- 
picion. Aboutthree months before he-was , 
” firft attacked with rheumatifm two fmall 
chancres: appeared upon. the penis, which. 
were removed in the courfe of eight or ten » 
days with cauftic and the ufe of a Very. 
fmall quantity of mercury. The quan- 
tity he could not exactly. afcertain, but he 
j knew 
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knew that he had not taken it for a week, 
and that his mouth had never been fore 
with it. I alfo found, that nearly about 
the time at which his fhoulder became 
fore, an eruption had appeared upon dif- 
ferent parts of ‘his. body, particularly 
among his hair and on: his breaft, but’ 
which till now he had not mentioned, as 
he had not fuppofed it to be of any: int 
portance, This, however, along With the 
other circumftances of his fituation, deter- 
mined me to advife a:full courfe of mer-. 
cury, to which he the more readily agreed. 
from every other remedy having failed 
which hitherto had-been) wied kayo wien 
_ He entered upon this courfe on the fixth 
of October. At‘firft halfa drachm of the: 
_ blue ointment was rubbed in evening and 
morning, and one of the blue pills, with. 
two grains of opium, were given at bed- 
time. The opium was neceflary not only 
for preventing purging, but from the pa- 
en having been in the habit of taking: 
‘it. At the end of ten days, as the mouth 


' was not affected, nor any other fymptom 
7 ae 
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produced by the mercury, the quantity 
both of pills and ointment was doubled. 


This, in the courfe of a fortnight, render - 
ved the mouth exceedingly fore, and pro- — 


duced fome {alivation ; but the uneafinefs 
-excited by ‘this was amply compenfated 
by the relief which during this period he 
had obtained... Although the pains in his 


- joints had previoufly abated they had ftill — 


given him much diftrefs. This was al. 
moft entirely removed in the courfe of a 
day or two after his gums became fore ; 


and being anxious to avoid the habit of 


taking opium, I found at the end of ano- 
ther week that he had left it off, and that 
he flept better without it than he had done 
for two years before. Still the knee con- 
tinued nearly of the fame fize, but the 


fore on the fhoulder was much better. 


Under the fame -dreflings which he had 


for fome time been ufing, the furface of | 


the fore foon became clean; the difcharge 


was of a better confiftence, and much lefs 


offenfive, and in fome parts new granula- 
tions had begun to appear 
ae The 


oi 
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“) ‘The> mercury ‘was ‘continued in fuch 
‘quantities to the end of the third month 


as was neceflary to keep the mouth com- 


‘pletely fore during the whole period, and 
during the courfe of the laft of thefe 
months he drank’ daily an Englith’ quart 
of a'ftrong decoction of farfaparilla, guai- 
acum, and mezereon*, . At'the end of fix 
“weeks all the fwellings of (the f{maller 
joints, particularly thofe of the fingers, 


were removed, and even the fulnef§ of the 


knee was confiderably reduced. ‘The fore 
‘on the fhoulder was already contra@ed to 
one half of its former fize, and at the end 
of another fortnight the whole was cica- 
trifed excepting thofe parts of it that were 
feated upon the carious part of the cla- 
-vicle. At this time too the knee had al- 
fumed a verydifferent appearance. It 
was not only much leflened, but the fluc- 
tuation above the patella® was: entirely 
gone. - No application had been ‘made to 
it but a portion of the mercurial omtment, 

which 
| * Vide Appendix, Vol. I. No. 47. 7 
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which, morning and evening, was rubbed 
upon it, Inthe courfe of the tenth week, 
a thin, long exfoliation took place from 
the clavicle, and the {mall fore which re- 
mained healed in a few days. thereafter. 
He continued here for feveral weeks after 
the courfe was over, and on going away, 
although the knee was. about an inch in 
circumference larger than the other, it 
gave him no uneafinefs, not even in walk- 
ing; but a very confiderable degree of 
ftiftnets remained in the joint of the right 
fhoulder, and which I informed him | 
might probably continue for a great | 
Jength of time, perhaps even for life, 
owing toa confiderable part of the del- 
toid mufcle being deftroyed by the ulcer. 
In order to lefien this ftiffnefs as much as 
‘poffible, I defired; as foon as the fkin was 
fufficiently firm to admit of it, that the 
whole fhoulder and arm fhould be rubbed, 
evening and morning, with fome emollient 
oil; and if not relieved, that he fhould go — 
to Bath, and have. the warm waters ar 
that place pumped upon it. [ found, 
however, _ 
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however, after two years had elapfed, al- 
though in every other’ refpe& he conti- 


~ mued well, that | his ‘thowlder remained i in 


nearly the fame ftate as at firft. - 
Many cafes have fallen under my care 
of venereal pains which refembled rheu- 


matifm fo much that it was dificult to 


diftinguifh of what nature they were 5 
but in a great proportion of thefe, circum- 
{tances were difcovered upon inquiry, by 
which the diftin@ion was fufficiently well 
marked. In this, however, as well as in 


fome others with which iy have. met, the 


fymptoms were for a long while fo evi- 
dently rheumatic that there was no caufe 
to fuppofe that they were venereal. Ve- 
nereal pains almoft univerfally fix upon 
the middle parts of the limbs ; very rately 
upon the joints only. Now in this cafe 
the joints only were affected, as very com- 


monty happens in rheumatifm, and the | 


patient had been much expofed to the 
moft frequent caufe of that difeafe, while 
no fymptom occurred that had any ap- 
pearance of being venereal till thefe pains 

| had 
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| had. continued. upwards of twenty months. 
‘The ulcer on the fhoulder was the firft 
fymptom that cr eated fufpicion ; for when 
I, preferibed the mercurial ointment, it 

was not, I muft acknowledge, from think- 

ing, that the patient was infedted with 
Lues Venerea, but, from experience of its .. 

utility: i in fimilar. affections of the joints 

proceeding from other caufes.. ee 

An officer of the navy, who, had een 

| expofed to hard fervice both in the Fatt: 
and. Weft Indies, was feized with a fevere 

degree of rheumatifm in {pring 1782.,,At 

firft the pains were confined to the large. 


joints, but afterwards a foreneis prevailed 


over his whole body. He was about for- . 
ty years of age, and till this time he had 
been ftrong and healthy. 

All the remedies ufually ietouna in 
Patni were advited. Flannel was 
applied, and the pained parts were rubbed 
with a variety of ftimulating applications ; : 
lifters were applied to the parts. that. 

‘were moft painful; fudorifics, were ufed 
in various forms; and, in the courte of 
Wot. II. Kk: | the 


fy 
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the firft three ‘years he had ufed a great 


variety of baths. He bathed ‘at firft in : 


swarm falt water; afterwards he went 
both to Buxton and Bath; and laft of all 
he had ufed the cold bath. No advan- 
‘tage, however, was obtained from any of 
thefe; and at laft the only rémedy which 


he employed was a tatahe dof e of 2 aa . 


at bed-time: 


He had Fiday Been Hable to pain | 


and fome degree of fulnefs in the region 
of the liver, which he attributed to his 
‘refidence in India. This, however, never 
“gave him muchuneafinefs, till thiehwilicdlaaie 
1785, when a foft diffufed fwelling, larger 


than it had ever been, and accompanied 


-with fome pain, was perceived exactly on 
the fite of the liver. The tumour became 
larger, and at laft a flu@uation of matter 
was perceived in it. In this fituation I 


firft faw him in the month of April; and ~ 


the chief reafon of my being called was 
to judge of the propriety of difcharging 


the matter by an operation. This how-. q 
ever, I found to be imadmiflible. The 


matter 
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matter lay fo deep that it did not point 
any where, and the fluctuation: was very 
obicurely felt.. I therefore in the Mean. 
time advifed, that mercury, which he was 
P then. taking, fhould be given in oteater 

quantities, fo as to render his mouth com- 
_ pletely fore, and, ashe was much reduced, 

that his ftrength fhould be kept up with 
| light nourifhing food. 

» As he lived at a confiderable di ftance® TL 
did not expect to fee him again, neither 
did I hear of him till the month of Fe= 
bruary thereafter, when I was again defired. 
to vifithim. A confiderable change had 
taken place in the nature of his complaints 
and the following is the account which I 
received of them. His mouth had been 
rendered moderately fore with mercury, 
and in this fituation it was kept for three 
weeks; but as it then gave him fevere 
| pains in his bowels, accompanied with | 
purging, he did not afterwards ufe it in 
_fuch quantities, nor was it judged necef- 
fary to do fo, as the fwelling, for which it 


was prefcribed, was almoft entirely car- 


ried 
Kkz 
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ried ‘off by wae had atedads been done. 
It was therefore given in fuch a manner 
as his ftomach and bowels. could eafily — 
bear; and this being continued for the | 
{pace « of a month longer, that’ is, for fix } 
or feven “weeks in all, it was then left off. | 
During this courfe of mercury the pains ; 
which had fo long diftreffed him were 
much lefs-fevere, and at one period they © 
left him almoft entirely. While the wea- 
ther continued mild in fummer ‘and hat | 
veft they did not recur; but about the | 
end of Odober they became more fevere © 
than they had ever before been. A few — 
_ weeks, however, ‘previous to this, fymp- 
toms of amore hazardous nature had made 
their appearance. In the month of Sep-_ 
tember he was attacked with anafarcous | 
fwellings of his legs, and foon thereafter 
with afcites, which, notwithftanding” the 
ufual remedies employed 1 in fuch cafes, in-— 
created fo quickly, that in the courfe of | 
feven or eight weeks from the firft ap- 
proach of the fwelling, it became necef 
fary to. draw the water off from his legs. i 
°F ‘ 
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by punctures ; and by the middle of De- 
_ cember the diftenfion of the abdomen was 

to fuch a degree that the operation of tap- 
ping wasadyifed. Thefe operations, how- 
ever, had procured only a temporary re- 
lief ; for although the punctures were often 
repeated, his legs, at the time of my being 
called to him, were much fwelled, and his» 
abdomen more diftended than at any pe- 
riod before the operation. | 

The chief reafon, however, for my ad- 
vice being taken at this time, was the ap- 
pearance of fome hard painful tumours 
upon his forehead, legs, and arms, one of 
which upon his right arm on. the -outfide 
of the ulna, and another on the upper 
part of the os frontis, had burtt fome weeks 
before, and were now difcharging a con- 


 fiderable quantity of a thin foetid matter. 


The others, viz. two upon his forehead, one 
upon his left arm, and one upon each leg, 
were become very painful, and thofe on the 
head were difcoloured, and contained fuch 
a quantity of matter as gave reafon to think 
that they alfo would burft.. The patient 
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was at this time much elinciated: but he 
had no fever, and his fkin was fofter and 
his difchaige of urine more plentiful than 
they generally are in cafes of dropfy. 

_ As the tumours refembled venereal 
nodes, and as the peculiar fcetor of the 
difcharge from the ulcers, together with 
their floughy appearance, gave farther 
caufe of fufpicion, I found, upon inquiry, 
that in September 1781, about fix months 
before he was attacked with rheumatifm, | 
chancres appeared upon his penis, and a 
bubo in each groin, but’ that thefe fymp- : 
‘toms were eafily removed by the ufe of a 
fmall quantity of mercury, and a fhort 
confinement of eight or ten days, and that 
he had not fince that. period run any rifk 


of infection ; that no other fymptoms of a 


the difeafe had appeared upon him, and 
that the only mercury he had ufed was 
that which was prefcribed for: the itsaley 

of his liver. | | 
‘YT now began to fiimict “ate even the 
rheumatifm with which he had been fa 
sui) diftreffed was OF the fyphilitic kind, 
and 
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and my reafons for doing fo were appa; 
rently conclufive. There was full evi- 
dence of infection being communicated, 
while it did not appear that he had taken 
half the quantity, of mercury which the 
nature of the fymptoms feemed to require, 

The pains occurred at fuch a diftance 
from the other fymptoms as tended to con- 
firm the fufpicion.. They had not been 
relieved by any of the remedies which in 
the ordinary form of rheumatifm prove 
commonly ufeful, while for fome time 
they were almoft entirely removed by the 
mercury employed for the difeafed ftate 
of his liver. Thefe confiderations, con- 
neGed with the prefent appearances of the 
tumours and ulcers, determined me to fay 
that he was poxed, and that he fhould — 


- begin to ufe mercury in fuch a quanti- 
ty as his prefent fituation would bear, im- 
_. mediately upon the water in his abdomen 


being taken off, and which was done that 
very day. 

Being afraid in his prefent fate of de- 
| bilisy of irritating his bowels by the in- 
Kka » ternal 
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ternal exhibition of mercury, he was de- 
fired to uféit in the form of unéion only ; 
and his legs being fill much fwelled and 
tender, he was made to rub it upon his 
arms and abdomen. In the courfe of a 
few days his mouth became fore, and at 


the end of a fortnight he difcharged three 


or four Englith pints of faliva daily. This 
‘was more than] withed for, fo that he was 
defired to leffen the quantity of mercury ; 
but as his pains were foon almoft entirely 
remoyed, and the diftrefs which’ he had 
experienced from the ‘tumours and ‘ulcers’ 
being alfo much: leffened, he was thereby 
fo much convinced of the propriety of his 
prefent treatment that he was with diffi- 

culty prevented from carrying the courfe 


of mercury too far. Care, however, being 


: taken, to fupport him with light nourifh- 


ing food, and with a liberal ufe of wine He 
of which he took a bottle daily, he was’ @ 


; enabled to bear the effets of mer cury bet- 


ter than one in his ftate of health might 
otherwife have been expe@ed to do: At 


the end of eight: weeks, Fagahie which pe- 
" Fied 
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riod his mouth was kept conftantly and 
fully affedted, ‘he had ufed twelve ounces 
of firong mercurial ointment. His pains 
were Now entirely gone; the ulcers were 
-cicatrifed ; and’the tumours fo completely 
removed, that excepting thofe on the fore- 
part of the legs, none of them had left any 
fulnefs by which their former fituations 
could be difcovered. The matter contain- 
ed in thofe upon the forchead, and which 
at one period was juft ready to burft out, 
was entirely abforbed, and only a flight 
difeolouring of the {kin remained; but 
what was fill more remarkable, no fwell- 


ing had as yet occurred in the abdomen, 


and the anafarcous fulnefs of his legs and 
thighs was almoft entirely gone, although 
the pundtures laft made in them had been 
clofed upwards of three weeks. The mer- 
cury was continued for five weeks longer, 
during which period four ounces of oint- 
ment was rubbed in, by which the mouth 
was kept as fore as-the patient could pol- 


P 


fibly bear it ; and’when at the end of the | 


preety week the mercury was left off, 
: | no 
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no collection:could be difcovered in the 
abdomen; and excepting a flight oedema — 
on the upper part of the feet, they were 
altogether. free of fwelling. Even. this 
difappeared in the courfe of a few weeks ; 
and at the end of fix years, when I. laft 
heard of him, he remained Any good 
health. hasty 3 vat 
The circumftances of his ae while 
si give much caufe to think that hydro- 
pic fymptoms:may be induced by the,vi-. 
rus of Lues) Venerea, tend: alfo to fhew 
that mercury given’ in fufficient quantity 
will adi with equal certainty in removing 
them as in the cure of any fymptom of 
the difeafe. They alfo evince the power 
of mercury in the cure of that affection of 
the liver, to which many are liable who 
have refided in the Eaft Indies ; and that 
even the moft advanced flages of that dif- 
eafe may be removed by a quantity of 
mercury that will not be: fufficient for the 
cure of Lues. Venerea., It alio appears, 
from the refult of this cafe, that the mat- 
cer which fometimes. forms:in. venereal 
Or. nodés 
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nodes may be collected in confiderable 
| quantity, and yet carried off by mercury. 
It may be proper, however, to remark, 
that where this takes place the tumours 
in which the matter is contained begin 
to leffen almoft as foon as there is evi- 
dence of the mercury having entered the 
fyftem; and thatiwhenthey donot diminith, 
the matter fhould be difcharged by a pro- 
per opening, in order to prevent it from 
hurting the bone beneath. - 
About two years ago I was defired by a 
gentleman to vifit his wife, who I found 
had been liable for more than a year, to 
what fhe confidered as fcorbutic fpots up- 
on. different parts of her body, one of 
which, feated on the fternim, had about 
three months before ended in an ulcer. 
At firft the fore did not exceed the fize of a 
fixpenny peice ; but at this time it was very 
extenfive, reaching from one mamma to the 
other, and almoft from the inferior point of 
the fternum to the top of it. It was foul, 
and difcharged a ‘thin feetid fanies. . For 
_upwards' of three sires fhe had been dif. 
. trefled 
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coaina with. almot a ita head- eh, 
occafionally to fuch a degree, as to de- 
prive: her entirely of fleep for many days 
together, and on fome occafions nearly. of 
her reafon. At-did not, dike the aguifh 
head-ach, fix upon one {pot, but affected i 
every part of the head alike. She was 
now about thirty years of age, and her 
menftrual flux segular. | Till attacked 
with thefe head-achs fhe was healthy and 
- yather corpulent ; but now fhe was much 
reduced, being. almoft entirely confined 
to bed with-the violence of. the pain, and 
fhe had fearcely any defire for food. 
- Blood-letting, blifters, bark, cold-bathing, 
and.avariety of nervous medicines, had 
all been tried in vain. 

The eruption upon the fkin, as well as 
the ulcer on the breaft, having the true 
yenereal afpect, I inquired at the hufband 
-svhether:he had.of late been infected or 
not: He faid. that. he had. not,.but he 
candidly informed me, that foon after his 
marriage, which happened more than four 
years before, when he had no reafon 

(ang 7 | | is 
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to think that -he was infeéted, for hé had 
no connection with any woman fora fort- 
night before marriage, and “after “having 
remained well for a fortnight therédfter, a 
chancre had appeared upon the’ prepu- 
sium. Immediately upon this, he' applied 
to a furgeon, and was cured: he had alfo 
every reafon to think that’ his ‘wife’ had 
efcaped’; for although fhe complained of 
forenefs in’the pudendum about the fame 
period, it left her fo entirely, and without 
“any mercury being ‘given, that’ the*fur- _ 
_ geon, by whofe ‘advice’ he was directed, | 
had affared him that it muft have arifen 
from fome other caufe... He alfo'recollec- 
ted that foon thereafter a painful’ tumour 
formed in one of her groins ; but'asit alfo 
went of without coming to fuppuration, 
and without the affiftance of mercury; he 
had not fuppofed even that this fymptom 
could be venereal, particularly as fhe con- 
tinued in perfect health till attacked with . 
the head-ach; and no fymptom of pox 
had ever ‘appeared upon her, unleis the 
? : mane eruption 
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eruption fate ulcer, already deferibed fhould 
be of that nature. .. .. 4: 

.. From. the whole i he hiecn ‘ue pro- | 
Eesnig of the wife: being infected: with 
the venereal difeafe, and. the neceflity of a 
mercurial courfe. were abundantly evi- 
dent. ‘Mercury was accordingly given. 

: Opium; which fhe had hitherto. employed 
for leffening the.violence of her head-ach 
was continued, and. the fore, was -dreffed 
with common. wax,ointment. Her mouth 
became fore in the courfe of a few days, 
and before, the end of a fortnight fhe was 
under fome degree of faliyation. The erup- 
tion foon began to leffen, and the fore from 

_ being exceedingly foul became clean and ~ 

| florid, at the fame time that the headachs, — 
for which no cure had been expected, left 
her entirely : Her mouth was kept com- 

pletely affected ; the blotches difappeared 
altogether in the courfe of fix or feven 
weeks, but the ulcer was not cicatrifed 
till eleven weeks had elapfed. The mer- 
cury being continued three weeks long- 


er was then laid afide, and neither the 
: head- 
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head-ach or. other’) fymptoms have ever 
recurred. 

In the month of Jaly eee a young | 
manmabout feventeen years of age, was 
“put under my care.in a very miferable fi» 
tuation. .The account which I. yeceived 
of him was, ‘that till his fourteenth | Year 
he was remarkaly ftrong and, healthy, and 
exceedingly clever. About, that. period 
he became delicate; and was taken from 
fchool, in order to have full attention paid 
to/nis health.» Worms, and, a. variety of 
other caufes were fufpected to give rife to 
this ftate of delicacy, and various reme- 
dies were employed without effect, when 
after two years had nearly elapfed, fores 
appeared on different parts of his body ; 
- his eyes became tender and inflamed ; at 
laft he loft the ule of one of them entire- 
ly, and about a year before -I faw him he 
had been attacked with fevere fits of epi- 
lepfy, which for the laft two months had 
recurred feveral times a-day. He was 
now much emaciated, but his pulfe was 

; good, 
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| ood, ind the fits had not ee his 
judgment. ¢ 


Till this time he had been iene the 4 


; tidha perch of a phyfician, a relation of 


his: owh, who, confidering the complaints _ 


to’ be {crophulous, had prefcribed:cbark, 


fteel, cicuta, and fea-bathing; ‘all of 
which as well as different: remedies, for 


the epileptic’ fits, having been tried) in 
vain, all hopes of a cure were loft, and for 


a long while nothing ‘had been ‘done. 
My opinion was afked on account of the 


ulcers, fome of which had of late become 
fo painful that large dofes of laudanum 
were required to procure'reft.  Befides 


feveral fmall ulcerated fpots, there was at 


this time feven large foul ulcers on differ- 
ent parts of his body, none of which had 
given him much uneafinefs while not 


deeper than the cellular fubftance; but — 
having in different parts penetrated into 
the fubftance of mufeles, they began now — 


‘to impede the motion of the parts on 


_ which they were feated, which added © 
- gauch to the diftrefs which they excited. 


‘His 
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| His left « eye exhibited a very fingular ap- 
* pedrance. It was fomewhat enlarged, and 
that part of the tunica conjunctiva, which 
in a ftate of health is white, was of a deep 
-red colour, while fall the prominent part. 


_ of the cornea oppofite to the pupil was 
much thickened, and white like paper. 


He full retained the fight of his right eye: 


a which, however, was much inflamed, and 


ina ftate ot great irritability. 

As the ulcers had the. appearance of be- 
ing venereal, particularly One upon the | 
right. fide of his nofe, and another on one 
of the temples, where it had penetrated to — 
the mufcle, I faid fo to the young man 
himfelf, and he confefled that he had all 
along been afraid of this, but not being 
certain, and afraid of ; incurring the dif 
_ pleafure of his parents, he had never till 
now, that inquiry was made concerning 
it, had the refolution to {peak of it. The 


x Bs foemation he gave me was, that when 


_ about fourteen > years of age, he was in- 
» fected by a woman’ with whom he had 


_ connection, and that lis {ymptoms. were 
Mori as eT, | fores % 
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fores upon the penis and a fwelling i in the 
groin. Thefe by the ufe of mercury which 
he received from a young man, at that time 
a ftudent in this univerfity, were removed} 
but as he had not taken it in a regular — 
manner, and only in fmall quantity, he 
had always entertained fufpicions of the. 
fymptoms which enfued being ‘the confe- 
quence of this infe@tion. I now decidedly — 
faid that he ought immediately to take 
mercury, and he mabeed: upon the afe of 
it that very evening. It was civlived. a 
in the form of undtion, and all the fores, 
excepting that upon his nofe, were drefled 
with common cerate, the only application 


which hitherto. had been made to them. — 


As the ulcer upon his nofe had already be- 
- gun to disfigure his face, I advifed it to 
be touched with cauftic eyery fecond or 
third day, in order to flop the progrefs of — 

. the difeafe as quickly as poflible, and be- 
-. fides this it was drefled ‘with bafilicon and 


precipitate. As the mercury did not rea- — 


dily affect his gums he was defired to take 
two of the blue pills pte night, and to 
ae | ean ae connate 
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a? 


continue the: fame quantity of ointment 


“which he had ufed from the firt , namely, 
a drachm evening and morning. In the 


{pace of three weeks from the commence- 
ment of this courfe a confiderable faliva- 


_. tion was induced, which was afterwards 


kept-up by the un@ion alone till the end 


of the fifteenth week. The ulcers became 
clean, and put on a healing appearance. 
« ‘foon after the mouth ‘became fore, and by 
~ the end of | ‘the ninth week they were al! 

cicatrifed ; but the infeGion having been 
- of long duration, and the fymptoms n more 

inveterate than ufual, 1 did not think it 


proper to advife the ufe of mercury to be 


‘fooner left off Lagat Pr 


The moft remarkable circumftance, | 


however, in this cafe was, the cure which, 


took place during the courfe of mercury, 
of the fits of epilepty. In lefs thanythrcee 
weeks the fits became lefs, frequent; and 
not fo violent as they had been before, and 
by the end of the fixth week,they did not 
recur above once in three or four days. 


Yong before the courfe was finifhed they 


Tie Bs vanithed 
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yanifhed entirely, nor was he. ever dif- - 


trefled with them afterwards, His left 


eye fill continued white and opaque, but : 


the inflammation of the other being re- 
moved,’he foon recovered the free power 
of vifion of which he had long” ain de-" 


: Py 


prived. . 

A vavvied lady, rch eesti years of 
age, after being for Some time diftrefled . 
with fevere head-a hs, was attacked with 
epileptic fits, ae at firft were neither 
- frequent nor fevere, but recurred at laft 


fo often that fhe was commonly firea:: § 


with three, four, er even more, daily. 


Preparations of copper and other remedies © 


were employed without ‘effect. “In other 
relpecss her health was good, till- at laft, 
after the fits had been more than ufually 
fevere for cight or ten days, the became 
f nddenly junatic, from eer time the 
epilepfy didsnotirecur. ; 
In this fituation fhe was Kept’ at home 


for three or four months, but there being 
no profpedt of a recovery, fhe was at laft : 


put under the care of a ey accuftomed 
“ | aS) 
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| Sed. IX. as inducing other Difeafes. .§17 
© to the ohaebe of lunatics. Her keepers 
being defired to apply to me in the event 
of her health requir ing particular atten- 
tion, I was called to her after the had re- 
‘mained with them about two years, in or- 
‘der to give directions for the management 
‘of fome fores which appeared in different 
_ parts of her body a confiderable time be-- 
fore. Befides feveral fimall foul ulcers | 
‘upon her toes and feet, there was one upon 
the wrift of her right arm ; one upon her 
fide, which had penetrated nearly to the 
ribs, and two upon the upper and back: 
‘part of her head, where the cranium was 
found to be carious. Thefe ulcers they 
* _ informed me, were preceded by an erup- 
© © ‘tien; which they confidered to be fcorbu- 
tic, but which I found upon infpection to 
be venereal. On this being ftated to her * 
hufband he acknowledged that fhe: might 
Eaeve been infected by him, but as fhe had . 
_ never complained of any of the fymptoms 
\ _ of Lues Venerea, he had hoped that fhe 
” had efcaped. © * 
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A.courfe of mercury was. advifed; but: 
her lunacy being of the moft unmanage- 


able kind, fhe could not be: made either 


to fwallow the medicifie, or to. admit’ of 
the ufe ‘of it by unction.. The latter miphe | 


have been done by force, but the trouble 


of fecuring her twice a-day for that’ pur- 


pote would have been confiderable. F ind- 
ing that fhe was fond of oatmeal porridge, 


fhe was allowed to take them both to 
. breakfaft and fupper, and with each meal 


‘her keeper was defired to mix a fpoon- 


‘ful of a watery folution of corrofive fub- 


limate, in which was contained three 
quarters of a grain of this. preparation. 


No obvious effedt appeared from, it till. ~ 


nearly the end of*the third week, when ~ 


her bréath became affected, and her gums 


fore and fpongy 3 3 but although the fame | 


quantity of mercury was continued, no 


falivation took place. Simple dreflings sf 
were applied tothefores. It became necef- — 
fary, however, to make an incifion along a 


confiderable part of the left parietal bone, 


‘in order to Lome ct a quantity of foetid 


» : tes matter 
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matter, lodging between the. teguments 
and a portion of that bone, which was Ca- 
-rious,, All the reft of the fores foon put 
on a healing appearance. In the courfe of | 
nine weeks they were completely healed, 
and during this period the maniacal fymp- 


toms alfo abated. In three weeks there- 
after fhe became perfectly well, and no 
appearance of. lunacy has. fince taken 
place, although feveral years have elapfed. 


The fore upon the left fide of the head 
‘continued open for eight or nine months 
after. the. mercurial. courfe was finifhed,. 


owing to.an extenfive exfoliation from the 
parietal bone, which could not poflibly be 


Thefe, as I have already obferved, are 


| accomplithed fooner. » 


“only a few of a confiderable number of 
cafes of a fimilar nature which I might 
_yelate ; but as the evidence which thefe 


afford may be confidered as fufficient for 
eftablifhing the opinions that I have ven- 


tured “to” fuggett, any farther argument 
would. be unnecetlary. The ,hiftories 


nv « ite ry 

which I have given are in proof; thatthe 
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fy philicic virus may remain for a great 
length of time in the fyftem, without pro- 
ducing any of the ordinary fymptoms of . 


Lues Venerea : That other difeafes alto-. 


gether different from Lues Venerea in the | 


form under which it ufually appears, are, 
in fome inftances, induced by this virus. 
That the quantity. of mercury commonly 
given in what is termed an alterative 


courfe may be fufficient for curing the 
} 


exifting fymptoms of Lues Venerea, and 
yet altogether. inadequate, Rowen long 
continued, for Temoving the difpofition, 


And laftly, although an alterative’ courfe, 


as it is termed, may repeatedly fail, that 


the typhilitic difpofition,;ias well as the 
“worft fymptoms of the difeafe, 1 may be re- . 


_moved by the proper exhibition of ZA fall . 


ea ptley of mercury. 
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HE following Appendix contains for- 


| - mule of all the medicines enume-. 
yated in this volume, as well as of others 


7 


occafionally employed by other practition- 


ers in iE cure of Lues Venerea. 


; G -- ee | 
| No. 1. Emplafrum ieee ries Emplaf- 


¥ 
trum caruleum, vel mercurtale. 
Pharm. Edin. 

- &, Olei olivarum, 


4 z 
i 
oti 


Refine alb#, utriufque partem unam; 


‘Hydrargyri partes tres; _ 
Mag Emplattri lythargyri partes fex. 
Cum oleo et refina, liquefactis fimul, et 
dein refrigeratis, teratur hydrargyrus, do- 
nec evanefcant glgbuli ; tum paulatim ad- 
datur 


* 


SOD ate tials “Appendix. ; ae * 4 4 
at , 3 : 
-datur emplaftrum lythargyri liquefadum, 
et omnia accurate ‘mifceantur. is 
No. : 2. eae Sapiens ae wi. 
— Unguentum1 mercuriale. Pharm. Lond. 
SBE Hydrargyr. purif. P. libras duas ; 


Adepis fuillee preparate vs uns | 
' cias tres cu. vigintl 5 

Sevi ovilli iat laa P. unciam 
 unam. | | } a 
"Tee pritnum hydratgyrum cum. Era et. 9 
-tantillo adepis: fuille, donec elobuli vifum 

. fugerint $ 5 dein adde. quod Pepe eft 
adepis, ut: eee ened bine 
Sees th ae hier 

| sThsdioiben hydrargyrt mitins. | 4 
OB. Unguenti segibade fortioris — 


*, . 


x 


| partem unam; +, 
w ** Adepis. fuille _preparate ‘partes 
ay as duas : Hes, Cats rae a i. : 


No. B. "Pilate ‘aydebibipe vulgo, - Pilula 
‘mercuriales. Pharm, Edin. | 

* bi sina Se eee bere. 
ny Manne, 


% 
- 


et 


x < 
- 


r 


ARR ae Wess: 


, Manne, utriufque.u unciam unam; _ 
7 Pulvyeris _  sugeahiae: uncias 
duas. : 
‘Tere shydrargyrum, cum manna in mortario 
vitreo, donec illius. globuli . vifum penitus 
-effugerint, addito prout: opus fuerit, muci-. ‘, 
 faginis gummi arabici. aliquantulo 5, dein 
‘pulverem glycyrrhize adjice, et aqua fiat 
mafia, ftatim dividenda in pilulas quadrin-. 
~gentas, octoginta equales. , 
@ 


& e 


we 


No. 4. . _ Solutio. mercurit pein wulgo, 
as | Plenk’s Solution. ok 
| i. Mercurii vivi depuratiffimi 3i. _ 


Ms ~~. Gummi Arabici 3ii. 


- Terantur imvicem in mortario lapideo, 
addito medio, cochleari aque fumarie, 
donec mercurius penitus difpareat in mu-— 
cum. ~Exacte fuba@tis admifce fenfim 
conterendo, . hea a 
| Syrupi kermefini sf. 
| Aque fi fumarie ZViil. 
Sum. mane. et vefpere, cochlearia duo. 
a 


é ¢ 
a 


cé * Solutie 
& 7 


52h: hs eae | Appenti, erin 
? ‘Solutio Mercuri ihe Ole 
KR. Hydrargyri. puriff 3ii ‘{ an 
Gummi. Arabici afs. Piatt aren aa 
Terantur invicem in mortario bipldeo; at a 
dito medio, cochleari aque, donec hy- 
© drargyrus in mucum difpareat. Huic | a 
fabaéto Wdder ee eee Sa ee Se 
Shwe ot anne fontane mien 2 a a 


‘No. Se Mel | Mercuriale. ie 2 ee 
Be “Mellie Sar aaa ie 

~ Hydrargyri, aviv unciam; 

+ became: in mortario marmoreo donee 
hydrargyri op ea non Slane appareant. - ; 
* . _ Sa 


_» 


es ‘No. 6. * Hydr areyrus cum Chie Sete Mer- ? a 


‘ — curius alkali Yatus. Ph. Lond. 
aie Hydrargyri- -parifchel afeits 
f ro CEES 5) 4 ls re 
+. Crete preparateesincias quinque. 
_ Tere fimul, donec globuli vifum fugerint. 
r rt * a: a > + re # 
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No. Oh Hydrargyrus calcinatus, re Mer- 
© -¢urius calcinatus. Ph: Lond. 

Be Hydrargyri purificati eee 

unam. — 
aydiivey nic in cucurbita vyitrea, cul 
- fundus planior fit, in balneo aren, ca- 
~ loris 600°, expone, | donec in pulverem ru- 
-brum concreverit. 
‘ 
Pawo, B. “Hydrargyras futriatus Veeis 1UUS, 
| vulgo, Mereurius fublimatus cor- 
rofi oo) Ph. Ed. | 

K, Hydrargyri, 

_ Acidi nitrofi diluti, dtrinfttie un- 
cars cias “quatuor; | 
+ -— Murize exficcate ; | a 

‘Fern vitriolati exficcati ; utriufque, 

. uncias quinque. 
Solvatur hydrargyrus in acido aioe et 
vaporet folutio “in maflam albam_. penitus 
ficcam 5 deinvadde muriam, et ferrum vi- 
triolatum. Bene contrita, et commixta 


-4ndantur phiale, quam fere dimidiam ith- 
pleant 3 


i ue %, 
= ra 


%, 


bene ie La 

Bove : | Append ue a 
- pleant; et ex arena, primum igne Jeni,’ z 
be betty aucto, fublimentur. reese . 
Ties . " a 

N 0. 9. Hydrargyrus mnie mitis, vule | 
: MBO, S Calomelas, a ve mercurius 
dulcis, > . 

8, Hydrargyri muriati_ -corrofivi, in a 
mortario vitreo. nap uncias \ 

5 quatuor; a 

_ Hydrargyri uncias tres cum fe. 

miffe. sant te i 

Terantur fimul in mortario vitreo ad ex- oo" 


| tindtionem hydrargyri; rh pulvifque phialz 

oblong, cujus tertiam: tantum ‘impleat 

partem, inditus, ex arena calida fublima- . 
tur, Sublimatione peradia confradiaque . 
phiala, pulvis rubens circa: fundum et al- § .: 
bicans circa collum ejus, pariter rejicien-.* 7% 
dus-eft, maffa vero reliqua, ter quatuorve 


denuo fublimanda, et in pulverem tenuifli- ie 
mum terenda, as eae ‘ 

e Pi , No. IO. < 

. Bee. 
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No. 10. Solutio mercurii fpirituofa. , 


R. Mercur.: fublimat. corrof. or. x. 


» Solve in se Gallic.. SRV1. 


Nou ht. Pitele e mercuria  fablimntc corro- 


a Tea tien 
B, Mercuri: fublimati corrofivi, ' 
Salis ammoniaci, vutriufque grana- 
decem ; re 
“Aque diftillate drachmam ; “t 
-Conferve rofarum ferupulos duos ; 
’ Pulveris radicis glycyrrhize, q. 
ut f mafla, in pilulas octaginta 
_ dividenda. : : a 


ten: phagedanica | 
Bs, Mercuri fublimati corrofivi {crus 
pulum unum.’ +x is 


Solve i in aque calcis libram unams 


+ 


a, 
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No. x 3 Hydrargyrus vitratus rie. vulgo, 
Mercurius.  precipitatus Fiber. 
Pb. Edin. : 
R. Hydrargyri, 
Acidi nitri diluti, utriufque Litres 
unam, Ln Se 
Solvatur hydrareyrus, Jentoque igne 


e e 8 “ , A 
_ ¥aporet folutio in mafflam albam ficcam; ~ 


que in pulverem contrita, et cucurbite 


vitree indite, torreatur igne, fenfim auc- 


to, materia affidue: bacillo vitreo agitata 
ut equaliter incalefcat, donec ejus: paux- 
illum, cochleari vitreo exemptum et re- 


frigeratum, fquamulas f{plendentes rubras 


exhibeat. Tum vas ab: igne removeatur. 
No. 14- Unguentum, Hydrarsgyri. Nitrati, 
aw + wulgo, Unguentum Citrinum. 
R. Hydrargyri t unciam unam 5 __ % 
‘Acidi nitrofi, uncias duas; «° 
Axungie porcine libras hat 


Digere hydrargyrum cum acido nitrofo fa- 


per arenam calidam, ut fiat’ folutio, quam 
caliditiimam Yadhuc mifce cum axungia 
PAs Aa ae ae porcinay 


* 
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porcina liquefacta, et denuo frigefcente; 
{trenue dein mifturam, fubige i in mortario 
vitreo, ut fiat unguentum. » | 


Now 15. : | Hydrargyrus precipitatus cinereus; 
vulgo, Pulvis mercurit cinereus. 
Ph, Edin, : 

Re Hydrargyri, | | 

aa Wet ‘nitrofi diluti, paria pon- 

dera. | 

Mifce ut folvatur rashes folutum 

aqua pura dilue, et adde aque. ammoniz : 

quantum fatis fit ad hydrargyrum penitus 

ab acido liberandum; pulvis dein aqua 

pura lavetur et exficcatur. 


+ 
4 


No. 16. peck vitriolatus flavus, 
vulgo, Turpethum minerale. Pb. 


Lond. 

&. Hydrargyri porifcat libram 
- unam ; : 
Acidi vitriolici uncias quin- 

' decem. | 


Vou. Fi. M m Mifta 
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Mifta in vafe vitreo, gradatim incalefcant 
donec coéant, et materia igne acri penitus 
-exficcetur. Hzec, plurima aqua diftillata 
calida affufa, flatim flavefcet, et in pulve- 
rem fatifcet, pulverem tere cum hac aqua 
in mortario vitreo. Poftquam pulvis fub- 
federit aquam effunde, et aqua diftillata 
lava materiem donec faporis expers fuerit. 


No. 17. | Pilule e mercurio acetato, vulgo, 


Trochifei Keyferi. 
&. Mercurii acetatl, ; 
Manne purifl. 
‘Poly. gum. Arab. utrinfque 3i. 


Aque rofe,q. {. ut f. mafla, in 


pilulas fexaginta dividenda. 


No. 78. Pilule € mercurié tartarifato. 
BR. Mercurii tartarifat. 31. 
- ‘Pulv. rad. glycyrrhiz. 


Conferv. rofe. utriufque S1k,: lk ae f, 
Mucilag. gum. Arab. q. fut f._ 
mafia, in pilulas fexaginta di- © 


videnda. : 
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No. 19. Gargarifna e boraces 
® Borac. purif. zi. _ 
Solv. in aque fontane bullientis 
libram unam, et adde 
Mellis spo, uncias duas, 


No. 20. Pilule Plumme eri. 
3, Calomelanos, ' | 
Sulphuris aurat. antimon. utri- 
ufque unciam, 
Confery. Rofar. q, fut fiat mafla. 


No. 21. Decoétum ligni guajaci. 
R, Rafur. ligni guajac. 3ifs, 
Rad. glycyrrhize afs, 
Coq. in aq. fontane ipl. ad 
it ifs. 3 
Colaturee, adde, 
Sacchari, q. f. 
No. 22. Decoétum farfaparille..— 
“®, Radicis farfaparille fiffe Ziii. 


' Aque bullientis bras tres. 


Mma2 | In- 


Sioa): | Appendix. 


Infundantur per horas quatuor, dein ex- 
preflo liquore probe contundatur radix, 
cui iterum adjice liquorem. Macera per 


horas feptem, poftea coque ad libras duas, 4 


- et fortiter expremendo ee 


No. 23. Decoétum rad. mexereie 


B, Corticis radicis mezerel drach- 


mam 3. pe hain? et 


Radicis glyeynhize, drachmas if 


duas ; 
- Aq. fontane libras tres. 
-Coque ad libras duas. 
~Colature, adde _ : 
“Syrup. althea unciam unam. 


No. oe Pelt ‘planacee sombop itus, vul- 


, Pulvis . Doveri. _ Pharm. 


: od 
Bee Ipecacuanhe, 


Opi purificati ‘duri,. Gnguloramil 2 


in pulverem tritorum a 


dee 
ihe 


o. nam unam. 


Kali vitriolati in pulverem triti | 


unciam unam. Mifce. 
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No, 2 5. Unguentum mercuriale album. 

%. Unguent. fimplic. Ph. Edin. un- 
clas duas 5 . 7 
Calomelanos © drachmas _ duas. 

Mifce. oe | 


No. 26. Unguentum mercuriale rubrum. 
eR Unguent. bafilic. Pharm. Edin. 
i unciam unam ; 
Mercur. precip. rub. ppt drach- 
mas duas. Mifce. 


No. i Ie vucdeamn ex /Erugine. 

. Unguent. bafilic. Pharm. Edin. 

- unciam unam 5 

/Eruginis puly. {crupulum unum. 
Mifce. | 


N Oo. 28. eid san faturninun, Pharm. 
Lond. | 
B. Cerufie acetate drachmas duas 3. 
Cere albee P. uncias duas ; 
Olei olive: M. libram dimidiam. 
Mm3 ..__— Seruflam, 


~ 
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Ceruffam acetatein, in pulverem tritam, 
cum aliqua olei parte contere ; deinde eam 
cere, cum oleo reliquo liquifade, adde, 
Mifturam agita donee alae 


No. 29. Linimentum cere. Pde Lond. 
K.. Cete albe P. uncias quatuor ; 
‘Spérmatis ceti P. uncias tres ; 
Olei olive M. libram tnam. 
Lento igne liquifaéta affidue acriterque 
agita, donec réfrixerint, 


No 30, Linimentum lapidis calaminaris; 
RK. Olei olivarum M, libram unam : 
- Cere albe P. uncias duas ; 
Lapidis calaminaris preparati, P, 
unciam unam. M, S. ies | 


No, 31, Saptari lytharegyri, hile: Em- 
bie plaftrum commane. Pharm. Edin, 
Te Lythargyri partem unam ; 
| Olei olivarum partes duas. 
3 Adjedta aqua, coque, affidue agitans, do- 


nec oleum et lythargyrus coéant in em- . 7 


plaftrum, 


Noe 


ms 
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No Al Muriated Barytes. 4 


Bhia preparation is obtained oF ite 
folving aerated barytes: in muriatic acid, 
The procefs is not difficult, and I meant 
to have given a form of it; but, as this 
article has never till of late been ufed as 
a medicine, as, forme varieties of the terra 
ponderofa have lately been difcovered, 
and as it requires fome difcernment to 
diftinguifh them, I think it better, in a 
point of fuch importance, to refer to a 
more particular account of it than could 

be inferted in this place. This is the 
more neceflary, as the medicine, even in 
its pureft ftate, is of a nature that re- 
- quires to be ufed with much, caution ; 
and particularly as many fpecimens of | 
barytes are found to contain confider- 
able quantities of lead, copper, and ar- 
fenids 7. 9b a POs 

The account to Bac I allude is write 
ten by Doctor Adair Crawford of London, 


and is inferted im the fecond volume of 


Medical Communications. Dodcor Craw- 
Mm 4’ ford, 


5 36° | Appendix. 


ford, befides giving an accurate detail- 
of the effects of. this medicine in f{cro- 
phula and cancer, gives direGions for de-- 


tecting theadmixture of other fubftances, 
and for regulating the) dofes. The dofe. 
thould at firft be very: fmall, not: ‘more 
than feven or eight drops fos an adult, 


and two or three for children of eight a 


ten years. I have found, however, when — 
increafed in a gradual manner that ‘thirty 
drops may be given to an adult, and re- 
peated two or three times. a-day ; but as 
Door Crawford very properly obferves, 
the quantity fhould not be farther aug- 
mented after it begins to excite naufea 
or any difagreeable fymptom. I even 
think, that in fuch circumftances it fhould 
for afew days be omitted, and the dofe 


leflened on being again entered upon. In _ 


the trials that I have made with it, no 
_ harm has ever been done by ‘it, while in 
many cafes of obftinate fores, proceeding . 
from fcrophula, as well as from other 
caufes, it has evidently proved ufeful. . 
since 1 had occafion to mention this. res 
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medy in a former edition of this work, I 
have given it in upwards of three hun- 
dred cafes ; frequently in fcrophula, fome- 
times in cancer, and often in thofe obfti- 
nate fores which fometimes remain: after. 
buboes, blotches, and other fymptoms of 
Lues Venerea, even after a fufficient quan- 
tity of mercury is given. In cancer, no 
advantage has ever enfued from it ; but al- © 
though both in {erophulous and other fores, 
it has alfo in many inftances: failed, yet 
in others the moft obvious benefit has been 
derived fromit. Sores have healed while — 
the patient was ufing this medicine, which 

_ previoufly had refifted all other means of 
cure; and I may farther obferve, that the 
more experience I have had of it the more 
I am pleafed with it. Where no effed 
has been produced by it on the difeafe 
for which it was prefcribed it has feldom 
failed to excite appetite, and to improve 
the ftrength and general health of the pa-.. 


. tient. I therefore confider it as an im- 


'. portant addition to our lift of tonics. — 
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